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Part One

			“Those Who Fail To Learn From History Are Doomed To Repeat It”





Introduction

			The overriding and desperate need for a book such as this—at least in my mind—was given birth—ironically and hopefully fittingly—on the 4th of July, 2020.

			It was on that day, while doing research in preparation for writing a column heralding the increasingly critical importance of the 4th of July, I came across example after example after example of many on the Left not only denigrating our most sacred American holiday but also some actually calling for its very banning.

			The ferocity of their comments and the deep and growing rage some of them seemed to exhibit froze me in place as I honestly wondered how so many—almost all standing atop platforms of wealth, privilege, political power, or all combined—had come to so hate the symbolic date of July 4, 1776, or…its celebration? A date that did give birth to a Republic that did make possible their tremendous wealth, privilege, political power, and…rage.

			My very next thought literally sent a chill down my spine.

			“What if they are not only successful in banning the 4th of July but also, ultimately, in erasing the sacrifices, accomplishments, and very names of those who signed the Declaration of Independence on that fateful day?”

			To those who believe such totalitarian censorship will never come to be in the United States of America, I would urgently ask them to review how quickly and brutally many on the Left not only were able to create the woke cancel culture but also use it to silence those they opposed and, in many cases, literally destroy their livelihoods and, consequently, their very lives in the process.

			Will the day, which represents the act of those 56 men coming together as one to declare our independence from tyranny and our right to exist as a sovereign nation and a free people soon be altered, smeared, or outright “canceled?”

			Flash ahead approximately 246 years from that historic and sacred time period, and the answer seems quite obvious. More and more of those in positions of great power and influence from the Left—who have come to dominate the media, academia, entertainment, science, and medicine—often via discrimination against Republicans, conservatives, or people of traditional faith—will most certainly try.

			The fact that the Left now does control those major megaphones of our very nation certainly does tip the scales of monolithic-groupthink injustice strongly in their favor. Who is really left to stop them?

			As that menacing cloud of total censorship moves closer and closer to a history many of us revere, one fact is already a reality. The meaning of the 4th of July and the celebration of the 4th of July have already been deliberately watered down by many on the Left over the last number of years.

			It is clearly their hope that, as they do continue to water it down and it becomes lighter and lighter on the already revisionist pages of our faux–American history books, it will simply fade into nothingness to the current and future generations of Americans.

			Disappear…forever.

			To deny they are succeeding with this plan is to deny the very truth playing out before our eyes.

			How can we stop it?

			Unfortunately, looking toward the “leaders” from the “right” for support, comfort, and protection over the last couple of decades has proven to be a mixed bag at best and crushingly disheartening at worst.

			Because the Left has come to so completely dominate the media, academia, entertainment, and—as we have witnessed these last few years—science, and medicine as well, many in positions of power from the Right have simply chosen to surrender to the massive and unchecked power of the Left. Not so shockingly, some from the Right have quite sadly and eagerly swept in the monetary crumbs they are fed by those who are slowly but surely subjugating what was once the United States of America.

			In reality, the only way out of this assault upon the freedoms and liberties handed down to us by the Founding Fathers would be for those from the Right with the means ($) and power to do so, to get out of the peanut gallery of the arena that represents our nation and jump down to the dirty and uncertain floor of that arena to fight for their—and our—survival.

			No one expressed this sentiment—or key ingredient for survival—better than Teddy Roosevelt when, on April 23, 1910, in Paris, he gave his now famous speech titled “Citizenship in a Republic.” A speech now better known the world over simply as the “Man in the Arena.”

			Stressed the former president, in part:

			It is not the critic who counts; not the man who points out how the strong man stumbles, or where the doer of deeds could have done them better. The credit belongs to the man who is actually in the arena, whose face is marred by dust and sweat and blood; who strives valiantly; who errs, who comes short again and again, because there is no effort without error and shortcoming; but who does actually strive to do the deeds; who knows great enthusiasms, the great devotions; who spends himself in a worthy cause; who at the best knows in the end the triumph of high achievement, and who at the worst, if he fails, at least fails while daring greatly, so that his place shall never be with those cold and timid souls who neither know victory nor defeat.1

			For far too many years now, there have been voices out there pretending to speak for the rights of Republicans, conservatives, libertarians, and people of traditional faith who have continually, happily, and quite profitably placed themselves within the camp of “those cold and timid souls who neither know victory nor defeat.”

			It is not difficult at all to identify them. Most can now see them for who and what they have become but choose to deny the obvious out of a false sense of hope.

			“Fool me once; shame on you. Fool me twice; shame on me.”

			Fool me three times, and…we may need a new country.

			Unfortunately, it seems some within our nation have a bottomless capacity to be fooled by those willingly appeasing the Left in return for their meager crumbs.

			Whether someone is spiritual or not, the truism “The Lord helps those who help themselves” applies in every single walk of life. Most especially when it comes to fighting for our rights and our liberty.

			The fact is, that within our nation, there are Republicans, conservatives, and people of traditional faith who collectively are worth over $1 trillion. That’s trillion with a “t.” As in over one thousand billion dollars.

			And yet, as a group, most choose to remain in the stands in the section housing “those cold and timid souls who neither know victory nor defeat.”

			These men and women could instantly make a massive difference if they but chose to jump into the arena to join the rapidly dwindling “souls” fighting for our rights and our very liberty.

			How? Simply by investing in and creating their own megaphones of power.

			Not, by the way, to turn them into “conservative” propaganda echo-chambers or rags. That would be just as wrong and just as vile as what the Left is now doing. But rather, to create honest and truthful sites and institutions where all people are welcome and all thoughts are allowed to be expressed without fear of reprisal or cancellation.

			If they did choose to create their own media sites, their own colleges and universities, their own entertainment platforms, and their own social media outlets, and to start their own schools of medicine and science free of any and all politics and ideological indoctrination, then we would see a tremendous shift in the power and a true light of hope at the end of this very dark tunnel we now find ourselves existing within.

			Tragically, there is no real evidence of that happening.

			The cold, hard truth those of us who do believe in the dream of the Republic the Founding Fathers handed down to us and who do believe in equality for all, the rule of law, sovereign and protected borders, and a much less intrusive government is: For the most part…we are leaderless and on our own.

			Period.

			However, should we so choose, each of us can individually still be a keeper of that flame of liberty.

			As the questions ask: “If not us, who? If not now, when?”

			Each of us can still instill the lessons of liberty handed down from those who did put everything dear to them—most especially, their lives, the lives of their families, and all of their worldly possessions—on the line to sign the Declaration of Independence.

			Like so many problems a nation encounters, the solution rarely can be found in the “macro” sense. As we have all learned—often at great expense to those in need—almost nothing ever gets solved at the macro or governmental level.

			Take poverty and hunger for instance.

			While over the last century of our nation, collectively tens of thousands of truly reprehensible people have personally enriched themselves off various “snake oil” solutions to poverty and hunger. And yet…here we still are. Millions of Americans at or below the poverty line. Hundreds of thousands of American children are dealing with “food insecurity” every single day of their lives.

			I speak of this particular subject as one who knows it well. I grew up in abject poverty and was homeless often as a child. By the time I had reached seventeen years of age, I and my family had been evicted from thirty-four homes. Living in cars while enduring relentless hunger and poverty have never been an academic exercise to me.

			For years, that reality dictated my daily fight for survival.

			For that reason—and many more—I learned the hard way that government handouts were not the solution. They were, in fact, ultimately part of the never-ending problem.

			They were the problem because oftentimes they gave the poor barely enough to exist. Period. I learned that to break the bonds of poverty, I had to fight for my own survival, work as hard as I could, get as much education as possible, and accept personal responsibility for my actions.

			I also came to realize as a young child that hunger and poverty could never be solved at the macro level. First and foremost, because of the endemic corruption connected with so many of the government programs or “charities” pretending to tackle the issues.

			But…what I also came to realize at a very young age was that it was possible to make truly positive differences to hunger and poverty at the micro level.

			And the nongovernmental, noncharity way was quite simple.

			In our lives, we all know someone going through financial tough times, which bring about the poverty and hunger issues among us.

			Be it a family member, a neighbor, a work colleague, or even a stranger we have come in contact with, we all know someone who—through no fault of their own—is being dragged down by the brutal realities of life.

			Because of that, if each of us simply picks one fellow human being to help, we can effect a more positive change in poverty and hunger than all the corrupt and continually failing governmental and charity programs out there.

			I mention all that because that exact same philosophy and formula applies to keeping the Torch of Liberty lit for not only us and our families but also for the Americans who will come after us.

			Each one of us can pass along the core principles of freedom and individual liberty as articulated by the signers of the Declaration of Independence in 1776 to at least one other American. Be that American a child, a relative, a neighbor, or a work colleague.

			Unless and until they imprison us or take our lives, they can’t silence our individual voices. They can’t stop us from individually passing along the truth.

			With that in mind, and with the belief that nothing ever really gets solved at the macro level, I decided now is the time to use my voice and the platform I have to remember and honor The 56 who did come together as one to sign the Declaration of Independence.

			I truly have come to believe that it’s critically important to have a recent work in existence that does speak to their heroism, their patriotism, their foresight, their intelligence, and their courage.

			What’s the rush, you may ask?

			Well, at this moment in time, I am blessed to have a publisher who not only believes in me but who also believes in publishing all voices and all viewpoints. But that moment in time may be fleeting at best, because almost the entirety of established “mainstream” publishing is controlled by the Left or Far Left, with well over 90 percent of the staffs also leaning left.

			Again, while many on the Left proclaim their “hate” of discrimination, no one uses it more effectively than them to gain control of those megaphones or industries and then work to silence the voices they oppose.

			Precisely because of the growing “cancel culture” of the Left, the few publishers or imprints still in existence that do dare to publish all voices—including conservative, libertarian, or faith-based voices—are quickly coming under increased, sustained, and often slanderous attack. Most especially, from some of the Far Left staff within those very publishing houses.

			One by one, outlets that do believe in amplifying the voices of any and all Americans—even if they are pragmatic, conservative, or faith-based—are either falling to this relentless assault or bending to the will and the dictates of the Left simply to stay in business so they can pay their bills and feed their families.

			That deliberate silencing of the human voice, with few willing to speak out in defense of that most basic of human rights, brings to mind arguably the most powerful and chilling message with regard to that dangerous aggression.

			As highlighted by the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, Martin Niemöller (1892–1984) was a prominent Lutheran pastor in Germany. He emerged as an outspoken public foe of Adolf Hitler and spent the last seven years of Nazi rule in concentration camps.

			Pastor Niemöller is best known for a lecture in which he stressed:

			First they came for the socialists, and I did not speak out—because I was not a socialist.

			Then they came for the trade unionists, and I did not speak out—because I was not a trade unionist.

			Then they came for the Jews, and I did not speak out—because I was not a Jew.

			Then they came for me—and there was no one left to speak for me.2

			Now, some may think that referencing that disquieting passage is excessive when speaking of the United States of today. But is it really? After all, that was the sole intent of Pastor Niemöller. To leave those words behind as a warning to those who would come after him.

			The Merriam-Webster Dictionary defines groupthink as “a pattern of thought characterized by self-deception, forced manufacture of consent, and conformity to group values and ethics.”

			The key words in that very accurate definition are “self-deception” and “forced manufacture of consent.”

			Looking the other way because the trouble is not yet impacting us, is not only—as Pastor Niemöller articulated—a tragic part of human nature, but it is also something that always happens organically and seemingly, very slowly. Until, one day you wake up and your very world has changed for the worse.

			Again, and I can’t stress this enough, groupthink by anyone—be they conservative, liberal, Marxist, or faith-based—to create forced domination over fellow citizens for ideological, religious, or personal reasons is not only abhorrent but also truly dangerous. A tragic outcome honest history has taught us time and again.

			That reality stressed, at this very moment in time, there are in fact power centers of the Left forcefully trying to censor, silence, and cancel voices and books they deem to be offensive to their current worldview.

			Again, falling back upon Pastor Niemöller’s warning, almost none of the leaders of the “liberal” publishing world—who control over 90 percent of the market—are speaking out in defense of the “conservative” publishers or imprints now under attack from the Left and their own liberal staff.

			But…how long before the cancel culture mob decides that these “liberal” publishers are themselves now not quite “pure” enough when it comes to bowing before the dogma they are demanding to be obeyed? Who then, will speak up for them when all are gone?

			That very question and new-world predicament is why I am in such a rush to get out a book speaking to the honor, courage, patriotism, and true genius of The 56 who signed the Declaration of Independence.

			How long before every platform to get the word out may be taken from us?

			[image: ]

			Speaking specifically about these 56 Signers, were they perfect or without flaws? Of course not. Far from it in some cases.

			As human beings, we are all fallible. We have all made mistakes. We have all sinned. We all have regrets.

			The 56 Signers who created and validated the Declaration of Independence were flawed human beings. And yet, almost all were trying to do the very best they could under extremely trying conditions. As honest history has taught us in the past, many of these men lost so very much precisely because they did attach their name to that greatest of our founding documents.

			Some on the Left have chosen to only view, judge, and attack these men by looking at their lives through an ideologically filtered prism of today. Not only is that wrong, but it can and does create a false narrative.

			That, unfortunately, is exactly the point for some on the Left, whose sole mission is to vilify, invalidate, and ultimately cancel the names of these true American Patriots.

			Should some out there not believe this, they need to merely look at the actions from liberal to far left faculty and students at institutions of higher learning such as Harvard, William & Mary, and the University of Virginia—to name but a few—who are seeking to defame and erase the names of some of the Founding Fathers associated with their schools. A trend which is only accelerating as I write this.

			This point brings us to some of the irreversibly compromised “historians” now doing the bidding for the Left on a regular basis.

			Precisely because of that extreme bias—which has been in existence for a few decades now—I came to believe that the only way to properly research the lives, sacrifices, and accomplishments of these 56 Signers was to go as far back in time as possible. I came to realize that much of what had been written about these heroic men post-1970—and most especially post-2000—was often suspect at best and deliberately deceiving at worst. For it was about then, when many liberal faculty and leadership at American colleges and universities began their campaign to push out any faculty or voices from campus that countered their groupthink ideological narrative.

			So, the farther back one could get into looking into these remarkable lives, the better chance their “history” was not written through the deliberately false lens of a liberal prism seeking to find and grossly exaggerate any perceived flaw—often entirely out of context—from that time that could be used to paint them with the broadest of prejudged brushes today.

			Many on the Left who now seek to besmirch and ultimately cancel our Founding Fathers have absolutely no idea what was in their hearts and their souls during their truly heroic lifetimes. Nor do they care.

			Again, their only goal is to ignorantly generalize and slander from atop their very own platforms of privilege via the cloudy and ideologically twisted prisms of today.

			For example, as we have come to see with increasing frequency, one of the main and constant targets of some on the Left for the last couple of decades has been Thomas Jefferson.

			There is nothing more abominable or obscene in the history of our Republic than slavery. Nothing.

			It is a shame that will forever stain our history. Just as it is a shame and obscenity that will forever stain the history of almost every nation or society that ever existed on Earth. And it is a shame that, quite tragically, still goes on today in certain parts of our world.

			Curiously—and also quite tellingly—many on the Left don’t seem to raise their voices against the current slavery, discrimination, or forced labor camps existing in some of the totalitarian regimes of today. Coincidently, regimes that may make some of them collectively billions of dollars in profit, which enables their very lives of wealth, privilege, power, and…selective scorn against those they oppose.

			As has been proven since recorded time: follow the money and you will often find the reason for the silence.

			So, if you are a self-titled activist from the Left, why let the facts and the truth get in the way of your going back in time to only attack our Founding Fathers from the elite bubbles of your private jets, mansions, vacation homes in Tuscany, or tenured positions within the Ivy League?

			“The Ivy League.”

			A once proud and extolled hierarchy of education where now, the already ill-informed minds of students are often filled with “social justice warrior” edicts that will help them not in the least in making a living in the real world.

			Of course, an equally worthwhile truth to note on this subject is that a number of these very pampered, elitist, out-of-touch-from-reality liberal students don’t have to worry about finding a job. Or making money. Ever.

			No. Thanks to very generous trust funds that will power their own entitlement and bias from the safety of their inherited elite bubbles, they can carry on tearing down—sometimes literally, as anarchists in the streets—those who either created and built our Republic, or those in the working class now trying to sustain it. As we say in the real world of fighting every day to pay the bills: “Nice work if you can get it.”

			Now, going back to the attacks on Thomas Jefferson from the Left.

			Most revolve around the subject of slavery.

			As mentioned, none of us will ever know what was really in the heart and soul of Jefferson at the time.

			But, if we do go back far enough in time via research, there are at least some very credible hints as to where his mind was on that subject as well as a few others that directly impacted the lives and dignity of human beings.

			Benson John Lossing. Mr. Lossing was born in 1813—while Jefferson was still alive—and became highly respected precisely because of his insistence on seeking out only the primary records of that time to bolster his own research and writing.

			Lossing was such a stickler for using only primary information, firsthand accounts, and facts that the legendary Washington Irving once wrote to him to proclaim in part: “I have been gratified at finding how scrupulously attentive you have been to accuracy to facts, which is so essential in writings of an historical nature.”

			Indeed they are. Honesty and “accuracy to facts” are everything when recording real history. No one respected that duty to history more than Benson John Lossing.

			With that reputation in mind, in 1848—fully thirteen years before the Civil War—Mr. Lossing wrote of Thomas Jefferson:

			 

			From the early part of 1777 to the middle of 1779, Mr. Jefferson was assiduously employed…on a commission for revising the laws of Virginia. The duty was a most arduous one; and to Mr. Jefferson belongs the imperishable honor of being the first to propose, in the Legislature of Virginia, the laws forbidding the importation of slaves…establishing schools for general education; and confirming the rights of freedom in religious expression.3

			Again, not only was this historical detail written thirteen years before the Civil War but only twenty-two years after the passing of Thomas Jefferson.

			While many on the Left may outright refuse to accept it, the fact is that Jefferson came to abhor the very idea of slavery and his family’s involvement in what we all know today to be a “crime against humanity.”

			Regardless of whether the issue in 1776 was much more complicated and nuanced that many would admit today, the absolute fact was that it haunted Jefferson in one way or another for his remaining days on this Earth.

			That internal disgust over the repulsive practice of slavery was indeed upon his mind when he drafted these immortal words that served as the very foundation for the Declaration of Independence:

			We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal.

			How ironic, and yet how fitting, that come 1963, the courageous and heroic Civil Rights champion Dr. Martin Luther King chose to recite those very same words in his historic and iconic “I Have a Dream” speech.





Chapter One

			“To the Men Who Did What Was Considered Wrong in Order to Do What They Knew Was Right!”

			There is a very telling scene in the 2004 blockbuster movie titled National Treasure, a film that depicts a plot to steal the Declaration of Independence in order to protect it, where the Benjamin Franklin Gates character—played by Nicholas Cage—runs into Dr. Abigail Chase, an archivist for the National Archives—played by Diane Kruger—and her boorish male colleague.

			The encounter takes place at a fundraising event at the National Archives—which houses the Declaration of Independence and other founding documents of the United States of America.

			As Gates is at the National Archives at that exact moment to attempt to steal the Declaration of Independence, the last thing he wants or needs is to get distracted by either a woman he is already attracted to or her doting colleague, who is also clearly interested in her.

			But because of the adrenaline running through him, his belief in doing the right things, and his sense of humorous irony, Gates cannot help himself and chooses that exact moment to make a toast to The 56 men who risked everything to sign the document he is about to steal.

			Thanks to an equal amount of passion and champagne, Gates declares:

			A toast…to high treason. That’s what these men were committing when they signed the Declaration. Had we lost the war, they would have been hanged, beheaded, drawn and quartered, and—Oh! Oh, my personal favorite—and had their entrails cut out and burned! So, here’s to the men who did what was considered wrong in order to do what they knew was right. What they knew was right.

			[image: ]

			What they knew was right.

			As noted, in the United States of today, more and more Americans are becoming more and more concerned about doing what “they know to be right” out of fear of either the cancel culture coming after them or even worse retribution being forced upon them for simply standing atop their American right to freely speak their minds.

			Sadly, and now often tragically, they are correct to feel that way.

			One of the beliefs most of these Americans share—men, women, and children who do believe in the rule of law, who do believe in the need for sovereign and protected borders, and who do believe in a loving God—is that those who risked their lives and the lives of their families to found the United States of America were patriots, heroes, and shining examples of the human species and the human spirit standing up—when almost no one else would out of fear of that barbaric retribution—against freedom-crushing tyranny.

			Many of those who would gleefully cancel other Americans for simply speaking their minds or voicing a viewpoint contrary to their own also strongly reject the phrase “Founding Fathers.”

			They would either prefer to have the now politically correct “founders” used in its place or, as already stressed, have those men and their heroic actions censored or completely banned from the history of the United States of America. The very country they created.

			And therein lies an even greater problem for those who believe that truth and history should never, ever be bent, twisted, censored, or banned to fit any particular narrative.

			History—warts and all—is in fact history. Most especially, our shared American history.

			It should never be altered or abolished. If it’s good, let us praise it. If it is bad, let us condemn it and learn from it. But let us never bend, twist, censor, or ban it because it does not reflect a one-sided ideology of today.

			As mentioned, as I write this book, the Left and even now the Far Left have a viselike grip on the major megaphones of our nation. Knowing that, and, as the cliché very accurately reminds us, “History is written—and rewritten, and reimagined—by the victors.”

			And make no mistake. As of now, the Left has decisively won the war for control over those institutions that do influence—or dictate—so many of the governmental, political, and social decisions being made in our Republic today. Dictates that we are also told time and again are “for our own good.”

			Again, as honest history has recorded over the centuries, when a government tells you it is forcefully subjugating your basic human rights “for your own good,” truly bad to outright horrific things usually follow.

			In light of that reality—and before this movement does succeed in eradicating the lives, accomplishments, risks, and very history of these heroic men—it seems fitting to not only honor them, but to single out one liberty-promoting and -protecting lesson from each of the 56 Signers who did courageously risk their lives and all they had by putting their names to paper when—as one—they signed the Declaration of Independence.





Chapter Two

			How American History Actually Happened

			Truth one and history one: the 56 human beings who did sign the Declaration of Independence were in fact…men.

			Hence, the term “Founding Fathers.”

			Many today—including a number of conservatives and libertarians—most assuredly do wish there were signatures as well from the “Manufacturing Mothers” on that historic document.

			They may be correct to feel that way…now.

			But that was not the reality…then.

			I have no doubts in my mind that a number of the ideas, suggestions, theories, and solutions that became the tenets of our founding documents originated in the minds of the women of that time.

			Strong, courageous, and highly capable women who were the wives, companions, or friends of the men who eventually would draft and sign the Declaration of Independence and our other founding documents.

			Women, who would have either been privy to, or more likely, were part of, lengthy conversations with the men involved in the creation of those documents and…our very Republic.

			No doubt, often brilliant women who helped to either shape the thoughts of the men behind those documents or steered them away from dangers and obstacles they themselves could not see or envision.

			It simply defies human nature, logic, commonsense, and honesty not to believe that such conversations took place. Or that such conversations helped to positively guide the thoughts and the actions of the 56 Signers.

			While we can “never prove a negative,” I am more than willing to stand behind that particular belief.

			But no matter what I happen to believe today, the reality of that time—1776—was that the various power centers of the world were almost exclusively populated and controlled by…men.

			That was the reality in 1776, in the decades and centuries before 1776, and for a century and more after 1776. Wishing it were not so or hating the fact that it was so does not make it not so.

			But because the Left does now dominate the media, academia, and entertainment, some within those institutions have the natural temptation—simply, because they can—to alter, revise, or completely erase the actual truth and the actual history of a particular time solely because they happen to be in complete charge of that megaphone and are personally and ideologically offended by that past reality or those past truths.

			While the instances of this type of bending, censoring, or banning of history continues to grow, thanks to the unchecked power they have, one particular example shows how effective—and damaging—such bending of history can be when orchestrated by a rightfully acclaimed and powerful filmmaker.

			Back in November 2012, writer, director, and media mogul Steven Spielberg released his highly anticipated movie, Lincoln. The movie was very loosely based on the book from liberal “historian” Doris Kearns Goodwin titled Team of Rivals: The Political Genius of Abraham Lincoln.

			That in turn quickly brings us back to what passes today for a “historian” for those who do happen to control the megaphones of our nation.

			Not surprisingly, for the last couple of decades, those on the Left who control the media and academia only inserted their “hybrid” compilation of a “historian” into the various national debates and discussions. Male and female academics and authors who were alleged to be unbiased but who were in fact liberal to Far Left in their thinking.

			However, once our nation entered the era of President Donald J. Trump in 2016, many of these same—already deeply biased individuals—became completely unhinged and cast aside any pretense of being objective.

			One such person was Jon Meacham, the Pulitzer Prize–winning—a shamefully and forever tarnished award only given to liberals for decades—presidential “historian.”

			After then President Trump’s Oval Office address on the need for a wall on our southern border, Meacham tweeted: “America should ‘build a wall of steel, a wall as high as Heaven’ against the flow of immigrants.—Gov. Clifford Walker, at a 1924 convention of the Ku Klux Klan, then a powerful force at a time of strain for the white working class.”

			Wow. A “historian” deliberately linking the then-president of the United States to the most vile, repugnant, and reviled organization in American history.

			It should be noted that Meacham made no such comparison when President Barack Obama said: “We simply cannot allow people to pour into the United States undetected, undocumented, unchecked.”4 Or when Hillary Clinton admitted, “I voted, when I was a senator, to build a barrier to try to prevent illegal immigrants
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