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Chapter 1: The Outfit
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Owen Saunders was pretty sure he was going to hell.

Not for anything bad, really—unless staring at your neighbour like she was the last woman on Earth counted as a sin. And if it did? Well. He was already damned.

Josephina Reyes was bending over her flowerbed again, her dark jeans stretched so tight across her ass he could practically count the stitches. The morning sun glowed against her golden-brown skin, and her tube top—Christ—it dipped and dove with each step, showing more than just a hint of cleavage every time she moved.

Owen swallowed hard, his grip tightening around the lawnmower handle. He should look away. He knew he should look away. But his body refused to listen.

She straightened suddenly, brushing dirt off her hands, and his breath caught. There was something about the way she carried herself—like she knew exactly how good she looked and didn’t give a damn who noticed.

And God, he noticed.

He’d noticed the first time he saw her last summer, lugging groceries up her driveway in a sundress that made his mouth go dry. He’d noticed every time since—when she’d wave at him from her porch, her smile slow and knowing, or when she’d laugh at something he said, her dark eyes crinkling at the corners.

But today? Today was worse.

Because today, she was looking back.

Owen hadn’t even realized he’d been staring until she turned, one eyebrow arched, her full lips curling into a smirk. His stomach dropped. Busted.

“See something you like, mijo?”

Her voice was like honey—sweet, thick, and dangerous. Owen’s brain short-circuited.

“Uh—” He scrambled for an excuse, any excuse. “Your, uh—your garden. It’s... nice.”

Josephina’s smirk deepened. “My garden?”

“Yeah.” He wiped his palms on his jeans, suddenly hyper-aware of how sweaty he was. “The, uh... hydrangeas. They’re... they’re blooming. Nicely.”

She laughed, a soft, gentle giggle, and the sound went straight to his groin. “Is that what we’re calling it now?”

Before he could respond, she stepped closer, her hips swaying with every step. Owen’s pulse pounded in his ears. She stopped just inches from the fence, close enough that he could smell her perfume—something warm and spicy, like vanilla and cinnamon. He wondered how she always seemed to smell just like his favourite foods.

“You know,” she murmured, tilting her head, “if you’re going to stare, you could at least bring me a coffee first.”

Owen blinked. “Coffee?”

“Cafecito. Black, two sugars.” Her eyes flicked over him, lingering on his chest, his arms, his mouth. “Unless you’re too young to know how a real woman takes her coffee?”

Something hot and stubborn flared in his chest. He wasn’t a kid. He was eighteen—legal, for fuck’s sake—and he’d be damned if he let her talk down to him.

“I know how,” he said, his voice lower than he meant it to be.

Josephina’s lips parted, just slightly, and for a second, he thought he saw something flash in her eyes—surprise? Interest? Lust?

But then she smiled, slow and wicked. “Prove it.”

Owen’s heart hammered. Was she... flirting with him? No. No way. A woman like Josephina didn’t flirt with high school boys. She dated guys with actual jobs, guys who didn’t still have math homework on their desks.

But then why was she looking at him like that?

Before he could overthink it, Owen squared his shoulders. “Fine. But when I come back, you’re telling me why a woman like you is still single.”

Josephina’s laugh was a dark, delicious thing. “Oh, cariño... who said I was?”

And just like that, she turned and walked away, leaving Owen standing there like an idiot, his mouth hanging open.

The screen door slammed behind her, but he could still see the outline of her through the mesh—the curve of her waist, the swing of her hips.

Owen exhaled sharply, dragging a hand through his hair.

Screw hell—he’d happily burn for this.
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