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  Foreword

 Adding Color and Context 


A Swirl of Dust in Bulawayo  is especially strong in its realism. The experiences explored in the collection feel tangible, and they help the reader feel as though they are witnessing events through the eyes of the poet. 
This is especially clear in the poems ‘How He Humored Her’ and ‘Left Drier and Dustier’.  But the collection does more than just offer realism, it also provides a good deal of insight. The reader is not simply presented with an experience, rather, the author’s voice is heard throughout. 
Opinion is woven deftly into the narrative of the poems. In ‘Left Drier and Dustier’ the disillusionment with unfulfilled promises of a better world is made clear through the expression, “the dust they stir up won’t obstruct the view of a fatigued resident”.  This is very compelling imagery that palpably portrays the poet’s opinion.    
Another strength of this book is the mellifluous nature of Ndaba’s phrasing. Some of the phrases are almost musical, like in the phrase “romance whose waters whir and stir” or “Truce, twice or thrice was redeemable”.  The length of this collection is another strong point. Not only is there an appropriate number of poems, the poems themselves also vary in length, which is beneficial in meeting the preferences of a wide range of readers. 
This is a particularly interesting collection to read, and I enjoyed the shift in perspective that this work of art offers.  Sibanda’s authorial voice is clear and combines astute observations with creative expression. 
Julienne Slade 
Acquisitions Director 
Elephant Page Publishing             
Australia 
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