
  

  Authors’ Preface


  
     A superior power has seen fit to fling into the world, for once, a truly fine specimen—fine in body, fine in soul, fine in intellect.


  

  The reference is to Will Rogers; the date: Sunday, July 25, 1926; the writer: James Agate, preeminent critic for Britain’s most prestigious newspaper, The Times of London; the occasion: Will Rogers’ opening as an added attraction in Charles Cochran’s revue at the Pavilion, London.


  As so many opportunities in Will Rogers’ life, this London engagement came unexpectedly. He, his wife Betty, and their three children had come to Europe on what was to be a working vacation. Will had just completed a lengthy, strenuous lecture tour and Betty had hoped that Will might get some rest away from his usual surroundings. But there were interviews planned with Italy’s dictator Mussolini, Spain’s dictator Miguel Primo de Rivera and Spain’s King, Pope Pious XI, and the Prince of Wales at York House. Will also had wanted to look in on the Disarmament Conference at Geneva. While traveling around Central Europe, Will and an American film crew shot enough footage to be later edited into a dozen travelogues. These short films, being silent, of course, would be annotated by Rogers’ humorous titles and comments. In addition to his well established 1,500-word weekly newspaper article, which was internationally syndicated, Will had committed himself to a series of feature articles for the Saturday Evening Post. These articles would later be collected and published in the book Letters of a Self-Made Diplomat to His President.


  While in Paris it was suggested that Will might want to take a trip to the Soviet Union, to observe first-hand the workings of the Communist system. His astute findings were also first published in the Saturday Evening Post and later in book form as There’s Not a Bathing Suit in Russia & Other Bare Facts.


  Will also had a commitment to star in the British film Tip Toes, co-starring Dorothy Gish and Nelson (“Bunch”) Keyes. If Betty had needed any further proof after 18 years of marriage, Will’s “working vacations” meant much work with very little vacation.


  News came of a tragic fire in Dromcolliher, an Irish village about thirty-six miles from Limerick City. Forty-seven men, women and children burned to death. Will Rogers immediately wired Dublin that he would like to appear in a fund raising benefit. He not only flew to Dublin but added a substantial personal check to President Cosgrave’s fund for the survivors.


  Charles Cochran, often called Britain’s Ziegfeld, persuaded Rogers to step into his faltering show to add an international flavor. Will agreed to help his friend. Will opened on Monday, July 19th and The Times’ regular theatre reviewer duly attended and wrote:


  
     Mr. Will Rogers, the American comedian and film actor, appeared on Monday night in Cochran’s Revue at the London Pavilion. He is presenting each night for a season of at least six weeks, the “turn” that has earned him such popularity in America. He walks on to the stage in an ordinary, shabby suit—and just talks. At the first performance on Monday night, he talked a little too much, but that mistake can be rectified. At the beginning, Mr. Rogers seemed a little timid. He need not have been. Humour of the kind in which he delights, is international, and in a very few days he will be attracting all London to the Pavilion.


  

  Intrigued by The Times’ description of Will Rogers’ opening in Charles Cochran’s Revue earlier that week, James Agate had decided to attend a performance and judge for himself. As the reviewer’s article had predicted, crowds indeed came to the Pavilion. Among them was Mr. Agate who then reported his impression in hyperboles.


  The review of this 1926 London engagement might be viewed as a high point in Will Rogers’ career, but it was only one more step in his climb to become America’s first international multi-media super-star. Born November 4, 1879, near Oologah, in the Indian Territory that was to become the state of Oklahoma, Willie grew up as the youngest child and last surviving son of Clement Vann and Mary America Rogers. Both parents had Cherokee ancestry and Will was immensely proud of his Indian heritage. From early age the boy was more interested in leading the life of a cowboy than pursuing the studies his parents planned for him. Long before his schooling started, Will was a competent rider, practicing rope tricks taught him by ranch hands. When formal tuition began, the confinement in a one-room schoolhouse seemed like punishment to the boy.


  Willie’s mother died when he was ten, and he was sent to stay with his much older, married sister, Sallie McSpadden, who lived in nearby Chelsea. Still, schooling went on. Over the years there were other schools, each in succession more advanced, yet none ever held young Will’s attention. Finally a concerned father sent his son to the Kemper Military School in Boonville, Missouri. After two years, Will quit “the school business for life.”


  Leaving Boonville, and not wishing to face his father, Will made his way to Higgins, Texas, where he hired on as a ranch hand, driving cattle to far away rail heads for shipments east. The salary was thirty dollars a month. This was the life Will enjoyed.


  Finally Will returned home. If Clem Rogers had hoped that his son was now prepared to settle down, he was disappointed. An inner drive which was to prod Will Rogers all his life, would not allow him to linger. Shortly he was off to the Argentine.


  After weeks in the Argentine, a broke and hungry Will Rogers finally found work tending a cattle transport across the Atlantic to South Africa. He helped drive the herd into the interior to its new owner, then broke horses for the British Army. Drifting into Johannesburg, Will discovered Texas Jack’s Wild West Show. Years of practicing lariat tricks now came to the rescue. Billed as “The Cherokee Kid” Will starred nightly; thus a career was born.


  After several months, Will left South Africa and joined circuses in Australia and New Zealand, finally booking third-class passage back to America. While still a long way from stardom, show business had embraced Will Rogers and he was forever “ruined as far as actual work was concerned.”


  Engagements followed at the St. Louis Fair of 1904, vaudeville engagements in Chicago and finally the Horse Fair in New York’s Madison Square Garden. When the Fair closed, Will stayed on, determined to break into Vaudeville. The novelty of his act, the display of lariat tricks, including the lassoing of a galloping horse and rider on stage, was something never seen in cities. It assured Will bookings across the country. Vaudeville became Will’s home for the next ten years. In 1908 he married Betty Blake of Rogers, Arkansas, the girl he had courted for many years, mostly from afar. Their honeymoon was along the vaudeville circuit but their love affair continued for the rest of their lives. “The day I roped Betty, I did the star performance of my life,” Rogers later wrote.


  Over the seasons Rogers’ roping act changed. Horse and rider had long ago been eliminated from the performance. He now relied mostly on his own dexterity and added humorous comments, some about fellow acts, some about political events, some about local conditions. Playing on a vaudeville circuit, where the performer moved weekly from city to city, it was possible to perfect a certain routine and never change it.


  Brief appearances in Broadway shows followed, until a call came from Gene Buck, Florenz Ziegfeld’s assistant, asking Will to join the cast of The Ziegfeld Frolic. The Frolic was an entirely different show than the Ziegfeld Follies. It started at the stroke of midnight on the roof of the New Amsterdam Theatre, which had been transformed into the most luxurious nightclub. The Frolic attracted the elite of society with its excellent food and drinks, and New York’s most sophisticated show. What was a cowboy, fully equipped with chaps, kerchief, stetson, and western twang, doing among the country’s most beautiful girls? Why, stealing the show! Now commenting on the days’s events both at home and abroad, the audience came as much to listen to Will Rogers as to look at the scantily clad beauties.


  When Florenz Ziegfeld first heard that in his absence, Gene Buck had hired some rough westerner and placed him amidst his carefully selected Girls, he ordered Rogers fired. Buck tried to reason and asked for a week to prove his point.


  “Flo,” as he was called by those very close to him, simply did not like comedians. But in the case of Will Rogers he was soon convinced to make an exception. Not only was he most pleased with this cowboy’s performance in the late night show, but he asked Will to join the Follies, in the theatre downstairs. Since many patrons were repeat visitors, who would attend the Follies first and then adjourn to the roof, Will Rogers had to change his routine for each show. No one could be expected to laugh twice at the same joke. Rogers would buy the latest newspaper editions before every show, and give each audience a different routine. On matinee days, he prepared three different acts.


  In 1918 Sam Goldwyn offered Will the starring role in a motion picture to be filmed in Ft. Lee, New Jersey. “Movies” had as yet no voice, and Will Rogers could not use his greatest asset, his verbal wit. Nevertheless, Will’s first film, “Laughing Bill Hyde” was well received by both, critics and audiences. Goldwyn offered Rogers a contract, on condition that he move to California. Will discussed this with Betty, and the Rogers family (now enlarged by Will, Jr., Mary, Jimmy, and Fred) moved west.


  Goldwyn picked up the contractual option for a second year at an increase in pay, but he did not offer Will a new contract. In the following two years, Will made a dozen two-reel shorts for Hal Roach. When there was no further offer for his service, Rogers invested his money to produce his own films. While working on his third film, he found himself practically broke when he could not obtain distribution for his earlier films. Now in serious financial difficulties, Will went back to New York, to Ziegfeld and the Follies.


  The McNaught Syndicate signed Will to write weekly columns at a salary of $500 per week. As the number of subscribing newspapers grew rapidly, the syndicate raised the payment to $1,000. Will’s words, now in print in hundreds of papers, reached into every section of America. In New York, Will became the most requested after-dinner speaker. No convention banquet—whether it was for the corset manufacturers of America, or the international police chiefs—was considered a success, unless it could claim Will Rogers as its main speaker. Each speech he delivered was original and fitted only to the occasion. When asked to speak at a Jewish benefit featuring Eddie Cantor, Will hired a rabbinical student who worked with him for two weeks on the delivery of an address in Yiddish.


  Will Rogers’ fame and influence rose with each new field he entered. In 1925, Charles Wagner, an established tour promoter offered an entirely new idea: Why not go out on a lecture tour with the famous De Reszke Singers, a male quartet? Will discussed the offer with Betty and they decided that he should try it for a limited time, say—three months. The experiment proved so satisfactory for both parties, that Will—later without the quartet—continued these personal appearances until July 1928. Of course there were breaks for Christmas and New Years, as well as summer vacations.


  In the summer of 1926, while touring Europe with his family, Will began sending cables, which The New York Times published on the first page of its second section. On his return to the United States, the now daily telegrams grew into the most popular feature of Rogers’ writing career. These squibs, also internationally syndicated by McNaught, soon appeared in 600 newspaper in the United States and Canada. With his weekly articles and the daily telegrams Will reached 40 million readers, at a time when the entire population of the United States—men, women and children—was 120 million. His incisive, humorous comments on the day’s news, delighted his readers. Will’s columns was usually the first item read over morning coffee, whether it was in the White House or in White Sulphur Springs, West Virginia.


  Will Rogers’ position was unique in American history. Though claiming to be a Democrat, his arrows punctured the pompous of either party with equal accuracy. He was a favorite on either side of the political aisle. Two Presidents invited him to be their overnight guest: Republican Calvin Coolidge and Democrat Franklin Roosevelt. Each wanted to hear his reports on recently completed European tours.


  Rogers knew personally nearly every member of Congress. He addressed many state assemblies and was on intimate terms with their governors.


  In 1927, with the Mississippi River flooding vast areas, Will Rogers, on his own, began a tour of the area to raise money for the victims. Plane, pilot and gasoline were provided by private sponsors. Will Rogers flew from town to town, performing some days in half-a-dozen locations, raising vast sums of money, and beginning each collection with his personal generous check. It was said that Rogers would beat the Red Cross to any disaster site, where his appearance gave hope and support to the sufferers. In recognition of his service, the Red Cross made him an honorary Life Member.


  In 1929, Will Rogers entered a new medium—sound films. The advent of talking pictures was ideally suited for Will Rogers’ major talent—expressing his own wit. Most of the lines he speaks in the twenty-one sound films Rogers made for Fox Film, are his own. “No one could write for Will Rogers,” said John Ford, who directed three of those films.


  Will did not think of himself as a movie star. He claimed only two distinctions in the movies: “being the ugliest man in ’em, and still having the same wife I started out with.”


  Now past 50, Will Rogers made the list of the top ten screen stars; by 1933 he was Hollywood’s top male star, beating such favorites as Clark Gable, James Cagney, Bing Crosby, and Fred Astaire.


  In 1930 Rogers began a series of Sunday radio broadcasts and immediately became the most popular commentator. America loved Will Rogers; he spoke its language and expressed the country’s fears and hopes. He was everybody’s spokesman, he was their friend, who helped in times of need. And the country, now in the first stages of a rapidly deepening Depression, needed just such a reassuring voice. This was a kindly friend, perhaps a favorite uncle, perhaps a gentle grandfather. This was not a faceless columnist or commentator, this was the most recognizable person in the country.


  In his daily telegram, on September 3, 1931, Will warned of the danger of pessimism: “If we did pass out as a great nation, our epitaph should read: ‘America died from fright.’” In his Inaugural address, President Roosevelt expressed the same thought in his famous: “All we have to fear is fear itself.”


  Will clearly foresaw World War II and repeatedly warned his countrymen. When politicians proclaimed that “Prosperity is just around the corner!” Rogers cautioned: “War is closer around the corner than prosperity.”


  He accurately predicted Germany’s build-up and attack on France and England; he foresaw Japan’s attack on American holdings, foretold the fall of the Philippines, and repeatedly pointed out the vulnerability of Hawaii’s installations. He was an advocate of greater military strength, and especially an independent Air Force.


  Rogers’ international views were shared by some, but the country was primarily concerned with its internal problems. But Will sounded the alarm, while helping to buoy up the sagging spirits of his country. He was loved and admired, respected and totally believed. Will Rogers had established himself in the minds and hearts of his countryman as an honorable man, a philosopher of the people. He sought no position, he wanted no title, no honorary doctorate. Once, nominated in his absence as Honorary Mayor of Beverly Hills, he spent his own funds to build recreational facilities for the police department.


  The National Press Club in Washington, D.C., “elected” Will “Congressman-at-Large,” while a leading magazine named him America’s “Unofficial President.” The appointments were, of course, in jest, but the implied recognition of Will’s power was real. This potential for evil in the hands of a less principled man could have been easily perverted. Will never abused the influence entrusted him.


  On August 15, 1935, Will Rogers died in a plane crash with famed aviator Wiley Post. They were on a trip around the world, when their lives ended near Barrow, Alaska. America mourned Will’s death as no private individual had ever been mourned before—or since. Memorials from coast to coast still bear his name, testimony to his place in America’s history. His words, though written or spoken some 60, 70 or even 80 years ago, could have been voiced this day. Of the sources of the most frequently used quotations in today’s speeches and writings, Will Rogers’ material is firmly secured in the number three position, topped only by the Bible and Shakespeare.


  As you look through this book, you will find the truth of Will Rogers’ words, and if you listen carefully, you just might hear the chuckle in his voice as he chides Congress, or expresses your own thoughts against the waste of your tax money.

  

   

  A


  ACCIDENTS


  Ah, the good old days. Then you lived until you died, and not until you were just run over.


  May 14, 1933


 ✯ ✯ ✯

 
  About all we get in our Sunday papers is Saturday’s auto casualties and the football scores.


  That’s one thing that the panic didn’t hurt. No matter how hard times are, you can always get hit by an automobile.


  November 23, 1930


 ✯ ✯ ✯


  Automobile prosperity is based on what they call “quick turnover.” Well, with all these cheap make cars developing sixty and seventy miles an hour, and our improved roads and many sharp turns, you are going to see the greatest turnover in the automobile business this country ever witnessed. Undertaker shares will go higher than General Motors.


  Yours for the airplane, where it’s safe.

  
  March 9, 1928


   ✯ ✯ ✯


  I have the Chicago Tribune in front of me and it says: “Annual Auto bill of U.S. is $14 Billion.” In another part of the paper it says that 22 thousand met their deaths last year by auto and that we are well on our way to beating that record.


  Fourteen billion we paid to kill 22 thousand. About $635,000 a piece, with no charges for the wounded and they must run at least two or three times as many as the killed. And they call all these accidents PROGRESS.


  Suppose around 25 years ago, when automobiles were first invented, that a man, we will say it was Thomas A. Edison, had gone to our government and he had put this proposition up to them: “I can, in 25 years, have every person in America riding quickly from here to there. You will save all this slow travel of horse and buggy. Shall I go ahead with it?”


  “Why sure, Mr. Edison.”


  “But,” says Mr. Edison, “I want you to understand it fully. When it is in operation it will kill 15 to 20 thousand a year of your women and children and men.”


  “What! You want us to endorse some fiendish invention that will be the means of taking human life? How dare you talk of manufacturing something that will kill more people than a war? Why, we would rather walk from one place to another the rest of our lives than be the means of taking a single child’s life.”


  Now that is what would have happened if we had known it. But now it don’t mean anything. It’s just a matter of fact. Too bad.


  April 4, 1926


   ✯ ✯ ✯


  Seven people were killed in the whole of America over the weekend in airplanes, and the way the newspapers headlined it you would have thought Nicaragua had invaded us. Yet in New York City alone, fifteen was killed and seventy wounded with bootlegged liquor, to say nothing of Chicago.


  So it’s safer to take a flight than a drink.

  
  October 8, 1928


  ACTORS


  If you have ever been an actor, why, it just about ruins you for any useful employment for the rest of your natural life.


  November 4, 1928


   ✯ ✯ ✯


  Actors are like politicians, they never grow up.


  August 28, 1932


   ✯ ✯ ✯


  An actor has as much right as anyone else to have his political beliefs. He pays his taxes and is a good citizen. But I don’t think he should carry any propaganda into his stage work. He has no right to use his privilege as an actor to drive home his political beliefs. We are paid by an audience to entertain them, not instruct ’em politically.


  Then, if you want, as a citizen, go hire yourself a hall and tell ’em what you want to. You’re a citizen then, not an actor.


  November 9, 1924


  ADOPTION


  A man started out to adopt a little girl as a companion for another little foster daughter. The advertised age was from 10 to 12 years. Applicants began coming. One tramped in about 19 or 20. He got one flash and raised the age limit.


  August 16, 1925


  ADVERTISING


  I defy even a Congressional investigating committee (you certainly can’t pick a more useless body of men than they are), I defy them to say that a bathing suit on a beautiful girl don’t come under the heading of legitimate advertising.


  April 8, 1923


   ✯ ✯ ✯


  P.T. Barnum come nearer having a true slogan than anybody. He said: “There is a sucker born every minute,” and Henry Ford was right there to take care of him the minute he come of age.


  April 12, 1925


   ✯ ✯ ✯


  In my more or less checkered career before the more or less checkered public, I have been asked to publicly endorse everything from chewing gum, face beautifiers, patent cocktail shakers, Mah Jongg sets, even corsets, cigarettes and chewing tobacco, all of which I didn’t use or know anything about. But I have refused.


  You never heard me boosting anything, for I never saw anything made that the fellow across the street didn’t make something just as good.


  July 29, 1933


   ✯ ✯ ✯


  This country sure is organized and this country sure is advertised. When we arrive at the Poor House, we will be the best organized and the best advertised nation that was ever admitted.


  In fact, it’s paying dues to organizations and advertising that will put us there.


  November 11, 1930


   ✯ ✯ ✯


  Let advertisers spend the same amount of money improving their product that they do on advertising, and they wouldn’t have to advertise.


  Notes


  We toil and we struggle to maintain what is left of our beauty and manliness. Of course the radio helps us. At any hour somebody is begging and imploring us to go to the drug store and buy something that will take the wrinkles out of our ears, lift our eye brows, bring back that ruddy complexion.


  There are as many gadgets on the market to overhaul men, as there is for women. I doubt if women have got much on men, when it comes to trying to outlook themselves.


  February 24, 1935


  ADVICE


  Advice can get you into more trouble than a gun can.


  August 20, 1933


   ✯ ✯ ✯


  I don’t suppose there is any business with as many unemployed as the “advising” business.


  May 23, 1934


   ✯ ✯ ✯


  We can see our friends or neighbors go out, make bad investments, do fool things, but we never say a word. We let him risk his life and his money without any advice. But his vote? We got to tell him about that, for he is kinder ignorant and narrow-minded and don’t see things our way. So we advise him.


  He ain’t going to pay any attention to you anyhow, but it’s a great satisfaction to think you are advising him anyhow.


  November 1, 1934


  AFGHANISTAN


  They finally stopped us from sending Marines to every war we could hear of. They are having one in Afghanistan.


  The thing will be over before Congress can pronounce it, much less find out where it is located.


  December 19, 1928


   ✯ ✯ ✯


  It seems the King of Afghanistan thought he was adopting modern ideas by limiting his subjects to one wife per each. No wonder they threw him out. He was just old-fashioned and didn’t know it. He wasn’t modern.


 December 19, 1928


  AGRICULTURE


  We are living in a peculiar time. You get more for not working than you will for working, and more for not raising a hog than for raising it


   February 3, 1935


   ✯ ✯ ✯


  The Secretary of Agriculture has got a tough job. It’s by far the toughest job in the Cabinet.


  The Secretary of the Navy only has to deal with an admiral; the Secretary of the Army with the Generals; the Postmaster General with the politicians, but when you deal with the farmers, you are dealing with a man who is a dealer himself.


  May 28, 1934


    ✯ ✯ ✯


  Walking Monday afternoon through one of the most famous of the historical California missions, San Juan Capistrano, and who should I find in meditation before a wonderful old picture depicting the joy of the harvest, and the merrymaking at the sale of the crops?


  It was the Secretary of Agriculture. Tears were in his eyes and he kept murmuring: “Oh, what have I done Father, that I couldn’t have been Secretary of Agriculture in days like those?”


  May 29, 1934


   ✯ ✯ ✯


  President Hoover is about finished appointing the committee that is to bring milk and honey to the famished agrarian. It looks like an awful simple problem they have to solve. All they have to do is to get the farmer more money for his wheat, corn and cotton without raising the price to the man that buys it.


  June 30, 1929


   ✯ ✯ ✯


  Cattle are so cheap that cowboys are eating beef for the first time in years.


  March 4, 1932


   ✯ ✯ ✯


  They have a course in those schools called Animal Husbandry. I asked a boy what it was and he told me. I had followed cows all my life and didn’t know what it was.


  March 28, 1926


  ALABAMA


  In a filibuster, Senator Heflin of Alabama held up all Senate business yesterday for five hours. That’s a record for narrow views.


  February 18, 1927


  Last spring traveling down in Alabama, I had a chance to go by the great Negro school of Tuskegee, founded by Booker T, Washington. Had a great time there. Heard eighteen-hundred trained voices sing Negro Spirituals, AND HOW.


  Why, it’s the best run place you ever saw. Wonderful buildings, beautiful grounds. Why, it’s bigger than Harvard and got a better football team.


  January 27, 1929


  ALASKA


  This Alaska is a great country. If they can just keep from being taken over by the U.S., they got a great future.


  August 13, 1935


   ✯ ✯ ✯


  I was never up in Alaska, but I know there is a lot of real guys up there, that can do something besides drink whiskey and recite “The Shooting of Dan McGrew.”


  February 8, 1925


  ALBERTA, CANADA


  Up in Alberta, Canada, there is only six on a jury, and they tried their Premier of that province for an affair with his secretary. (These foreigner courts do have some of the most Puritan notions.) The jury convicted him, but the judge said the jury was haywire. So now they don’t know which one to try, the judge or the jury.


  July 22, 1934


  ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES CONSUMPTION


  While giving tremendous publicity to men and industries for assisting in “maintaining prosperity,” let’s don’t overlook the part some states are playing.


  Florida, Alabama and Georgia during this return to normalcy are the largest producers of distilled liquors, while New York, Pennsylvania and little Maryland lead the consumers.


  The statistics also show that prosperity from this industry would have been greater was it not for the fact that in order for the product to go from Southern producer to the Northern consumer, it had to pass through Washington, D.C. and that it was almost impossible to get liquor past Washington.


  December 11, 1929


  ALEUTIAN ISLANDS


  There is nothing on ’em, they are barren. Being in that state, of course, we own ’em.


  January 17, 1932


   ✯ ✯ ✯


  The captain kept telling us that we were “off the Aleutians.” This kept on for days. “We’re off the Aleutians,” till I thought he was off his Aleutian.


  But he was right, we were.

  
  January 17, 1932


  ALIENISTS (PSYCHIATRISTS)


  There are two things that I don’t care how smart you are, you will never understand. One is an alienist’s testimony, and the other is a railroad time table.


  August 24, 1924


  AMBASSADORS


  At one time we were in wrong with the world. We were getting soldiers to enlist, but we had to draft Ambassadors to go to any foreign country.


  May 25, 1930


   ✯ ✯ ✯


  I have always maintained that there was something the matter with Ambassadors, as none of them ever seemed to ambass properly. They are all right as long as nothing important shows up for them to do, but when it does they seem to flop miserably.


  May 4, 1924


  AMERICAN BAR ASSOCIATION


  Pestilence finally caught us, the boll weevils descended on us in trainloads, 3,500 lawyers of the American Bar Association are here, eating us out of house and home. They are here, they say, “to save the Constitution, to preserve State Rights.”


  What they ought to be here for, that would make this convention immortal, is to kick the crooks out of their profession. They should recommend a law that every case that went on trial, the lawyer defending should be tried first, then, if he comes clear, he was eligible to defend. As it is now they are trying the wrong man.


  July 14, 1935


   The American Bar Association, that’s a gang of lawyers who think that if you are not one of them you are in rompers, intellectually.


   May 1, 1926


  AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR (A.F. OF L.)


  Samuel Gompers has been for 40 years at the head of the largest organization of men in this country. He has done more for the working man than any man living. The reason the American Federation of Labor has been so successful is because when they found a good man, they kept him. They didn’t go off electing some new fellow every four years.


  December 21, 1924


   ✯ ✯ ✯


  Samuel Gompers spent his whole life trying to keep Labor from working too hard, and he has certainly succeeded beyond his own dreams.


  December 28, 1924


  AMERICANS


  The American people are a very generous people and will forgive almost any weakness, with the possible exception of stupidity.


  February 24, 1924


   ✯ ✯ ✯


  One-third of the people in the United States promote while the other two-thirds provide.


  October 14, 1923


   ✯ ✯ ✯


  We are the only fleas weighing over 100 pounds. We don’t know what we want, but we are ready to bite somebody to get it.


  June 20, 1935


   ✯ ✯ ✯


  Half the people in the United States would rather collect one dollar from the Government than get $10 from an individual.


  March 22, 1925


   ✯ ✯ ✯


  In schools they have, what they call, intelligence tests. Well, if nations held them, I don’t believe we would be what you would call a favorite to win it.


  There is still a lot of monkey in us. Throw anything you want into our cage and we will give it serious consideration.


  June 25, 1935


  If Americans are going to stop and start worrying about whether they can afford a thing, or not, you are going to ruin the whole characteristic of our people.


  There wouldn’t have been a dozen automobiles sold last year, if that was the case.


  March 5, 1935


   ✯ ✯ ✯


  There is one rule that works in every calamity, be it pestilence war, or famine: The rich get richer and the poor get poorer. The poor even help arrange it.


  October 31, 1929


   ✯ ✯ ✯


  Just look at the millions of us here that haven’t done a thing today that helps the country, or that helps anybody.


  We have just gone along and lived off the country and we are just “lousy” with satisfaction of ourselves. We can’t just laugh it off. We have prospered for years on nothing but our natural resources.


  July 19, 1931


   ✯ ✯ ✯


  There is one trait that I don’t believe any other people in the world have developed to the extent that our folks have. It’s almost impossible to show the American folks something, that if you turn your head, they won’t try to carry it home.


  May 19, 1928


   ✯ ✯ ✯


  Americans have one particular trait that they need never have any fear of some other nation copying, and that is, we are the only people that will go where we know we are absolutely not wanted.


  January 8, 1927


   ✯ ✯ ✯


  You give an American a one-piece bathing suit, a hamburger and five gallons of gasoline and they are just as tickled as a movie star with a new divorce.


  September 4, 1933


  AMMUNITION


  Nations may not buy anything to eat, or anything to wear from you, but if you got a gun, they will buy it—and more than likely shoot it back at you.


  Looks to me if every nation made their own ammunition, it would relieve their unemployment.


  December 6, 1934


  ANTI-TRUST LAW


  You remember a few years ago this country had to pass a special law called the “Anti Trust Law,” aimed primarily at two Trusts—The Oil and the Steel!


  Now if you have to pass a law to curb businesses like that, they are not exactly the businesses to give confidence to the rest of our nation in regard to keeping the law.


  February 1, 1935


  APPENDIX


  A convention is the only thing in the world, outside of the appendix, that no one has ever found a reason for.


  Notes


  ARBITRATION


  Be sure you are right, and then go ahead, but don’t arbitrate! 

  
  January 23, 1927


   ✯ ✯ ✯


  If American Labor would work while their case is being arbitrated, instead of striking, they would have the gratitude of our President and the sympathy of everybody.


  October 13, 1933


   ✯ ✯ ✯


  Don’t it look like in a case of a wage dispute, it would be compulsory for a man to keep on working but the workers send, say two representatives, the owners send two and the government send two and they confer. Then, if they were months settling this, and Labor won, their increase would go back to the time when the first protest was made.


  That way nobody would be hurt very much and the Labor leaders and management could cuss each other in a room, the same way they do now in newspapers, yet nobody would have to be idle, listening to either side.


  March 21, 1934


  ARGUMENTS


  You give us long enough to argue over something and we will bring you in proof to show that the Ten Commandments should never have been ratified.


  April 15, 1930


  ARIZONA


  I would rather have Arizona’s record as a state than New York with her numbers, Massachusetts with her intellect, or California with her modesty.


  Arizona prolongs the life of the afflicted as well as makes perpetual the lives of the well.


  July 4, 1933


   ✯ ✯ ✯


  You know that Arizona is really going to be understood and get somewhere some day. It and New Mexico, they are similar in lots of respects, but they are different from all the other states. They have great climates; almost any kind you like. They have a romance in history that outdates anything we have in our whole country, and there is just enough Indians to keep the whole thing respectable.


  January 1, 1933


   ✯ ✯ ✯


  The trip across Arizona is just one oasis after another. You can just throw anything out and it will grow there. I like Arizona. She is a real cattle country and the old big stock pens along the railroad sho look good.


  January 9, 1927


  ARKANSAS


  Any time you tangle with an Arkansaw hillbilly or hillbillyess, you are going to run second.


  July 30, 1935


   ✯ ✯ ✯


  Arkansas took the literacy test just this week with an evolution bill. They just did make it.


  Tennessee and Texas couldn’t pass.


  February 21, 1927


   ✯ ✯ ✯


  Arkansas voted last Tuesday against Evolution and Republicans. They don’t want anything taught about either subject in their schools.


  November 11, 1928


  ARMAMENTS


  A country is known by its strength and a man by his check book.


  April 7, 1929


  You give Ecuador England’s Navy and right away Ecuador’s ambassador would be seated next to the President at official functions, and England would go to the foot where Ecuador is now.


   April 7, 1929

  
ARMENIA


  Over in Armenia the rugs are made by the wives and lady friends of all these rug manufacturers and dealers. Over here they are bought by all the wives and lady friends of the men. Over there they sometimes take as long as 5 years to make one rug. Over here we sometimes take as long as ten years to pay for one.


  April 15, 1923


  ARMISTICE DAY


  The day I am writing this is no doubt one of the greatest days in all world history, Armistice Day. When you think that half a dozen men could sit down and casually sign a pact to stop millions of men from killing each other.


  But if they don’t stop guys from making speeches on Armistice Day, why, we are liable to have the same war over again, only worse.


  November 11, 1929


  ART


  Art is when you do something just cockeyed from what is the right way to do it, then it’s art.


  October 2, 1932


   ✯ ✯ ✯


  No matter how you built anything, and how you painted anything, if it accidentally through lack of wars or rain happened to live a few hundred years—why, it’s art now.


  August 21, 1926


  ASIA


  I tell you what the Orient needs. Don’t bring a lot of clothes. You can get anything here, toilet articles, cigarettes, shoes, Scotch, and all America’s standard equipment.


  But for mercy sakes, bring a pillow with feathers in it. These out here are stuffed with rice, which wouldn’t be so bad if they had cooked it first.


  December 22, 1931


  ATHEISTS


  I was just thinking, if it really is religion with these nudists colonies, they sure must be Atheists in the Winter time.


  March 15, 1934


   ✯ ✯ ✯


  All you would have to do to make some men Atheists is just to tell them that the Lord belonged to the opposition Political Party. After that they could never see any good in Him.


  March 29, 1925


   ✯ ✯ ✯


  The basic foundation of the Communist Party is to be a non-believer—in other words, they are all Atheists.


  Nobody knows what the outcome in Russia will be, or how long this Government will last. But if they do get by for quite a while on everything else, they picked the only one thing I know of to suppress that is absolutely necessary to run a Country on, and that is Religion. Never mind what kind; but it’s got to be something or you will fail at the finish.


  December 4, 1926


  ATLANTIC OCEAN


  On the Atlantic I generally get seasick just as they are pulling up the anchor.


  February 27, 1932


   ✯ ✯ ✯


  We ought to set by a day of Thanksgiving, blessing the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans for their splendid judgment in locating where they did.


  June 24, 1932


   ✯ ✯ ✯


  Nobody’s ever found any particular good use for salt water. We’ve never found out what salt water was for, but I’ll tell you it’s awful handy when they’ve got three or four thousand miles of it between you and an enemy.


  You let somebody sneak up some night and take all the water out of the Atlantic and Pacific oceans, and brother, by noon the next day we’ll be beating our Fords into muskets, I’ll tell you that.


  February 11, 1934


  ATOM


  I see where two English scientists were able, the headline said, to “split the atom.” The world was not bad enough as it was; now they go and split the atom. That’s the last straw.


  May 3, 1932


  AUSTRALIA


  Australia is a fine place. It’s beautiful, the people are congenial and hospitable, and no one making a tour of any length should miss it. There is only six and a half million people there, but that’s enough people. Who wants more people than that?


  March 5, 1933


   ✯ ✯ ✯


  I was in Australia many, many years ago, and I have always maintained that they had the best horses, I mean horse for horse all over the country, that they had the best horses in the world.


  April 24, 1932


  AUTOMOBILES


  It’s getting so a man that has a car now walks further than he ever did in his life, walking back from where he parked it at.


  This is liable to bring walking back among grown people. 

  
  December 27, 1925


   ✯ ✯ ✯


  The automobile has changed the mode of living and the habits of more people than Caesar or Mussolini or Chaplin or Daniel Webster or Clara Bow or Xerxes or Amos ’n’ Andy or Bernard Shaw. Why, they have run over more people in one month than either Washington or Lincoln disposed of in both their wars.


  June 1, 1930


   ✯ ✯ ✯


  I unconsciously broke an American record of five years’ standing yesterday. I bought a new car and didn’t trade an old one in.


  If I just had paid cash for it, I would have broken a real record, but I didn’t.


  October 1927


   ✯ ✯ ✯


  I see where one of our automobile manufacturers announced that his car was going to be four inches wider. It’s the most revolutionary idea that has hit us since Southern Senators first appeared in socks and neckties.


  Anyhow, how many times have you missed somebody by less than four inches? Well, from now on you will hit him.


  September 6, 1925


  The mass-produced automobiles are responsible for more buildings than any man living. There is more garages and filling stations built than there is homes, churches or schools.


  If there was a single bed in every filling station in America, it would give every homeless man, woman and child a home to themselves.


  June 1, 1930


   ✯ ✯ ✯


  It is the mass-produced automobile that alone is responsible for this great era of transportation in which we half-way live. The boys that make those cars know our problem. Our problems is paying for one of their problems—that is our problem.


  They have drove more men into the debt than war has.

  
  June 1, 1930


   ✯ ✯ ✯


  Mr. Ford is a good friend of mine, and I was at his home. I happened to ask him in case of stiff competition, how cheap he could sell his car.


  He said: “Why, Will, by controlling the selling of the parts, I could give the cars away. Why, those things would shake off enough bolts in a year to pay for themselves, and the second year, that’s just pure profit.”


  1923


   ✯ ✯ ✯


  A back seat driver can do more harm with the voice alone, than the one in front can do with a steering wheel.


  Notes


   ✯ ✯ ✯


  The big thing about automobiles is still “accessories.” You price a car nowadays, and the salesman gives you a figure. It sounds pretty reasonable. Then you say: “That includes everything?”


  “Well, no, if you want wheels on it, that will come extra. Then come the bumpers, front and rear, and the lights. Of course you will want lights, in case you might want to use the car at night. And the mirrors are extra, in case you want to see what’s going on in the back seat.”


  “Well,” you wonder, “just what does go with the car at the original price you quoted me?”


  “Well, the name and the good will.”

  
  January 20, 1929


   ✯ ✯ ✯


  In 1914, the Ford Company passed its first 1,000 cars a day production. So Americans woke up and said we got to have somewhere to put these things, and somebody thought of the idea to build roads to store them on.


  And as fast as they would make roads, these things would clutter them up. I don’t care where you try to hide a road, one of those road-fillers will find it.


  January 25, 1925


   ✯ ✯ ✯


  Everything is sold on credit anyhow. Even the most experienced can’t tell by looking at a car how many payments are still to be made on it.


  December 1929


   ✯ ✯ ✯


  In most cities they use cars to drive, but in Los Angeles they just park ’em. Some men leave their cars there all night in order to hold the space for the next day.


  1920


   ✯ ✯ ✯


  Headline says: “Five Autos Held Up!” Didn’t say whether it was a bandit or a garage.


  1920


   ✯ ✯ ✯


  Any day between now and the end of the year you can find me standing in line, waiting to get my automobile license. There’s a hundred policemen keeping you in line and ten thousand out in the street looking to arrest you, and there are two people inside issuing licenses.


  By the time I get to the window I am going to fool ’em. I’m going to get next year’s license; this year’s is a total loss now anyway.


  Notes


  Automobile Race


  When you see a horse race, the horse that’s in front is the winner, but when you see a fifty, or a hundred, or a five hundred mile automobile race, why, the fellow that is in front may be thirty laps behind. You don’t look at the race, you look at a big score board to see who is ahead.


  No sir, there is no kick in the world like a nose and nose finish of the old bang tails.


  September 24, 1933


   ✯ ✯ ✯


  That Englishman, Malcolm Campbell sure deserves a lot of credit. 276 miles an hour in an automobile! All the credit we get out of it, we furnished the beach.


  It seems strange the we Americans don’t hold the automobile speed record, for we have millions trying to break it every day.


  March 8, 1935


  Automobile Show


  The big National Automobile Show was in town last week. They showed a steam car that would run by building a fire in it out of hay, old shoes and newspapers. Why, the man told me you could get 100 miles out of a William Jennings Bryan speech.


  The manufacturers say that in ten years there will be an auto to every man, woman and child in the U.S. They are making preparations to build them. Now all they got to do is control the birth rate.


  January 14, 1923


   ✯ ✯ ✯


  The automobile show has just been held here in New York. They hold it every year. They have the same cars, only painted different.


  This year the cigar lighters lay flat in a little compartment, instead of being placed up and down. They don’t work any better, but they lay different.


  January 18, 1925


  AVIATION


  We spend a billion dollars on good roads. Why not a subsidy to commercial aviation?


  Congress is waiting two more wars to see if planes are practical.

  
  April 14, 1927


   ✯ ✯ ✯


  Don’t say “aviation is not safe or not practical” just because of an accident caused by an act of nature. There are certain things nature can do to you, whether it’s an earthquake in California, a flood in Mississippi, a tornado in Ohio, or a drought in Arkansas. When nature enters into it, don’t criticize.


  April 5, 1933


   ✯ ✯ ✯


  Airlines have flown a million miles and no injuries to anyone. Then get the record of automobiles that run 50 miles a day and you will find they have got more accidents than they have cars.


  You don’t have to stop to figure out which is the safer. All you have to do is to compare the intelligence of the men that pilot planes with the intelligence of everybody that drives a car.


  January 28, 1928


   ✯ ✯ ✯


  It looks like the only way you can get any publicity on your death is to be killed in a plane. It’s no novelty to be killed in an auto any more.


  October 31, 1927


   ✯ ✯ ✯


  We are going to fly to New York. First thing we have to do is to get to the aviation field. It took us just an hour and a half to drive through the traffic to the field. Ain’t autos grand? What would we do without them?


  If we had had a dirt road, with no expense to the tax payers, we would have got over there with a horse and buggy in about forty minutes.


  January 21, 1928


  AZTECS


  The Aztecs and the Cliff Dwellers existed and had a civilization before the Meades and the Persians and the Gauls (by the way, the Gauls are still there) had even taken out their citizenship in Rome or Greece.


  March 13, 1927


   ✯ ✯ ✯


  If Columbus had landed in Galveston and marched inland to Santa Fe, New Mexico, he would have been met by a delegation of modern “Redmen of the World,” and the Aztec Rotary.


  March 13, 1927

  

  

  B


  BALDNESS


  The International Beauty Congress met in New York yesterday and they figured out that this rubbing something on your head to prevent baldness, is really what causes it. They claim that you got to take the stuff internally for it.


  So from now on if you see a bald-headed bird reach for his flask, don’t ask him for a swig. It’s only irrigation juice for his roof.


  March 12, 1931


  BANKERS


  When a banker fails, he fails in splendor.

  
  February 7, 1933


   ✯ ✯ ✯


  I tell you borrowing money on what’s called “Easy Terms” is a one-way ticket to the poorhouse.


  March 18, 1923


   ✯ ✯ ✯


  You can’t break a man that don’t borrow.


March 18, 1923


 ✯ ✯ ✯


  The banker, the lawyer and the politician are still our best bets for a laugh. Audiences haven’t changed at all, and neither have these three professions.


  August 11, 1935


   ✯ ✯ ✯


  I guess there is no two races of people in worse repute with everybody than the international bankers and the folks that put all those pins in new shirts.


  August 26, 1932


  If you think borrowing ain’t a sucker game, why is your banker the richest man in town? Why is your bank the biggest and finest building in your town?


  March 18, 1923


   ✯ ✯ ✯


  The American Bankers’ Association is holding their annual benefit! It’s their biggest benefit yet. The government has contributed permission for them to consolidate and freeze out the little fellow and the public, of course, will contribute everything else.


  October 25, 1927


   ✯ ✯ ✯


  At their convention in Houston, every banker that could afford a failure
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  When I die, my epitaph, or whatever you call those signs on gravestones, is going to read: “I joked about every prominent man of my time, but I never met a man I dident like.”


  I am so proud of that, I can hardly wait to die so it can be carved. And when you come to my grave you will find me sitting there, proudly reading it.


  Will Rogers


  June 16, 1930
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