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The United States of America has always been one of the most popular destinations in the world where people migrate to start a new life. The American Dream continues to attract individuals and families coming from diverse cultures and backgrounds, who are in search of the opportunities and freedoms granted by the U.S. In the past decade, more than 7.6 million people became naturalized American citizens according to the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS). In fiscal year 2022, there were 967,500 new U.S. citizens, which is 20 percent more than the previous year (USCIS, n.d.).

A large number of naturalized American citizens are already lawful permanent residents, also known as green card holders. Perhaps you are an immigrant with permanent resident status in the U.S. and this allows you to live and work in the country. But there are additional benefits to becoming a full-fledged citizen, and the rights and privileges provided to American citizens should encourage you to take the citizenship path, especially if you plan to settle down in the U.S.

Perhaps the most practical benefit to seeking U.S. citizenship is the cost efficiency. The filing fees charged by the USCIS for naturalization are lower compared to maintaining your permanent resident status. Currently, renewing or replacing your green card will cost you $540, and you have to renew your status every ten years. If your green card ever needs to be replaced because it was lost, stolen, or damaged, the $540 fee will still apply. This fee will continue to increase over the years.

In comparison, the current USCIS application fee for naturalization is $725. This may be higher than the green card renewal cost, but you only need to pay this fee one time. Once you have been naturalized as an American citizen, you will never have to pay any other fees to the USCIS for the rest of your life. So in the long term, it makes more sense to become a citizen. 

As a naturalized American citizen, you also enjoy priority service when it comes to overseas travel. The U.S. passport is one of the strongest passports out there, allowing you to enter most countries around the world without a lot of requirements. You also have the guarantee of U.S. government assistance when traveling abroad. If you are traveling to a country that has partnered with the U.S. Visa Waiver program, your passport lets you enter the country without a visa for a predetermined amount of time. 

Another aspect in which you get priority as an American citizen is when helping your family members immigrate to the U.S. If you eventually want your spouse, unmarried children, or parents to immigrate to the U.S. and live with you, you will get priority status as a citizen and the wait time will be shorter. U.S. citizens also enjoy the added privilege of unlimited immigrant visas for immediate relatives. This is in stark contrast to permanent residents who wish to have their relatives join them in the U.S. Only a limited number of visas are allowed per category, and wait times will be much longer. Also, green card holders cannot petition their parents, siblings, or married children. 

If you are already an American citizen, any child born to you acquires U.S. citizenship at birth. This is true even if your child is born outside the United States, so even if you are living abroad for some time, your children are still considered American citizens. This is yet another privilege that you enjoy as a naturalized citizen, and one that lawful permanent resident status does not provide.

Becoming a full-fledged citizen also empowers you with a level of certainty and legitimacy unlike that of a permanent resident. Although both citizens and permanent residents can reside and work in the U.S., a green card can be revoked by the U.S. government at any time based on various reasons. If you are ever arrested for a crime, for instance, your status can be revoked right away and you can be deported—or you may have to deal with difficulties and added costs in renewing your green card. 

Also, permanent residents have to deal with the possibility of being denied reentry to the U.S. after traveling abroad, especially if they were outside the country for more than six months. Reentry to the U.S. will be at the discretion of the Customs and Border Protection officer who can look at the time spent abroad as well as other conditions to determine if the permanent resident is eligible to reenter the country.

On the other hand, once you become an American citizen, you enjoy that status for life. The U.S. government cannot revoke your status unless there is overwhelming evidence that you have committed a crime against the state. You can enjoy more freedom and certainty, although this comes with responsibilities, of course. But at least, you are not worried about being deported or having your status revoked at any time. 

One added benefit of gaining citizenship that can be equally considered a responsibility is the right to vote. Once you are an American citizen, you can fully participate in the electoral process and vote in local and national elections. This means your voice will be heard on important decisions related to the American government and decision-making. You will become part of the process that determines the direction that the country takes when it comes to matters that affect aspects of daily life in the country, including healthcare, immigration policies, and more. 

Perhaps you want to take on a more active role in the government and become an elected official in your area. Well, if you are an American citizen, you are eligible to become an elected official. This means you have a more active participation in shaping the future of the nation while also representing the ideals and aspirations of your constituents. At the same time, you become an inspiration to other immigrants and naturalized citizens who will look up to you as someone they can relate to and trust. 

With all of these benefits afforded to U.S. citizens, you are making the right decision to take the path to naturalization. Throughout this guide, you will learn all about naturalization including the steps and eligibility criteria. The different application forms will also be explained to you in detail so you know what to expect and how best to prepare.

This guide will also provide you with an overview of how the American government works, including how each branch of the U.S. government operates. You will learn about the history of the United States, as well as its unique geography, culture, holidays, and other aspects of daily living. The goal of this guide is to ensure that you are as prepared as possible for the citizenship test, so there will also be practice tests that simulate the various components of the actual examination. 

Whether you have just immigrated to the U.S. or you have been a permanent resident for a long time, this U.S. Citizenship Test Study Guide has been designed as a roadmap you can refer to during this exciting journey. No matter what your current status in life may be, your decision to pursue U.S. citizenship is one of the best decisions you will ever make. So the information we’ll cover in the next chapters has been collated to prepare you and ensure your success.

First, let’s talk about the naturalization process and the steps you will need to take.

As you progress through this book, be sure to visit Chapter 9, where you'll find detailed instructions on how to access our valuable bonus materials via the 'Learnik' e-learning platform, enhancing your study experience with additional resources.
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Chapter One: Understanding the Naturalization Process
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The naturalization process refers to the series of procedures by which an immigrant can become a citizen of the United States of America. Remember that an individual can be granted citizenship either by being born to a parent who is an American citizen or by successfully completing the naturalization process. Also, be aware that only immigrants who have been permanent residents (green card holders) for three to five years, as well as those who meet specific military service requirements, may be eligible to apply for citizenship. 

​Overview of the Process

The typical naturalization process takes about ten months to complete, starting from the time you file your citizenship application form until your Oath of Allegiance ceremony, which is the final step in the process. Currently, the cost of the naturalization process is $725. This government filing fee includes the processing fee of $640 and the biometrics services fee of $85 (Boundless, n.d.). If you are seventy-five years of age or older, you do not have to pay the biometrics fee. Also, eligible military applicants are exempted from the application filing and biometrics fees. 

The process begins with determining if you are eligible to apply for U.S. citizenship. Then, you will need to prepare your Form N-400 or the Application for Naturalization. There will be additional documents you must prepare along with this form, including two passport-style photos, a photocopy of your Permanent Resident Card, and other documents. Once everything is ready, you may file your Form N-400 online and pay the corresponding fees as well. 

After you’ve submitted Form N-400, the USCIS will issue a receipt notice to you. You can monitor the case processing time and status online. If your biometrics are needed, you will also receive an appointment notice from the USCIS which indicates your appointment location, date, and time. Be sure to show up at the appointment location on time so your biometrics can be obtained. 

The next step will be the interview. After the preliminary steps have been completed, you will be scheduled for this interview at the USCIS office. They will issue the interview schedule to you. Remember to bring your appointment notice on the day of the interview with the USCIS. Just like with the biometrics appointment, be sure to show up on time for your interview appointment to avoid any problems. 

Once the interview has been completed, you will have to wait for the decision from the USCIS regarding your application. A notice of decision will be mailed to you, and for applications filed online, you may also access the electronic message through your account. Your Form N-400 application may either be Granted, Continued, or Denied based on your eligibility for naturalization as assessed by the USCIS.

If your citizenship application is granted, you will receive a notice on when your Oath of Allegiance ceremony will take place. In certain situations, the naturalization ceremony may be scheduled on the same day as your interview. Otherwise, if it is unavailable on the same day, you will get the
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​The N-400 Application


































​Background Checks and Security Measures







​The Naturalization Interview








































​The Oath of Allegiance



















​Special Cases: Military Naturalization
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