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This book is written for informational purposes only. The author and publishing company are not affiliated with any websites, products, or software listed in this book, which includes but is not limited to DJ Pro, Amazon, Walmart, Thumbtack, Gigmasters, Spotify, and Gigsalad. The author or publisher may receive compensation for services recommended in this book if a referral link is used. It is illegal to copy or distribute this book without written permission from the author or publisher. I actively search the internet for people who violate my copyrights. Written by Trevor Thomas, published by ZML Corp LLC. Copyright © 2019, all rights reserved.
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The year is 1992. You, a spry young chicken, are at a nightclub and see a DJ spinning records on two turntables. He has his headphones on and is flipping from CD to CD, keeping the music going. You think what a fun job that would be! You get paid to play music and are the life of the party. So you think to yourself, I want to try to get into the industry. The next day you go to your local record store and start talking to the employees there about how to become a DJ. And then... your dream of becoming a DJ comes crashing down in front of you.

A set of Turntables is close to a thousand dollars. A nice set of speakers and stands is even more expensive. CD’s are $8 a pop. You have to buy over 100 CD’s just to keep up with the day’s current hits, and that's not including the requests you may get from party goers for anything from the past. You’d then have to learn how to work the turntables and the proper techniques for mixing music to keep the music going in-between songs. Not to mention the fact you haven’t even calculated the money it would take to market your new business. You decide you just don’t have the time or money to get into the industry, and you decide DJ’ing is for someone else.

Lucky for you, you were born in the right decade; becoming a DJ today is easier and less expensive than ever before in history! In this book, I will go over everything you need to do to become a DJ. We’ll go over the equipment you need to buy, where to get your music, how to get customers, and how to market yourself! There is still some startup costs to becoming a DJ, however you will easily make this money back after your first 2-3 events. So let’s get started and learn how to become a DJ!
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Note: All the products in this book can be found at the page I created at fastlink.xyz/djlinks. On that page is a shortened link to the Ama-zon page for each individual product.



The first thing you’re going to need to do is get the equipment to play the music. When you go out, you may see DJ’s with electronic turntables, huge speakers, and a variety of other "DJ" equipment. While all this stuff is nice, it’s not all necessary, especially in the beginning of your DJ career when you’re low on funds. At the bare minimum, all you need is a computer and speakers to start out as a DJ. For most of the events you will be entertaining, all the extra equipment really just isn’t that necessary, and I’d even go as far to say it’s more for show than actually practical.

So let’s start with the equipment. First you’re going to need a laptop. Most people already own a laptop, so you’re welcome to use the one you already have. You don’t need a super-fast laptop, as your standard, average one will work just fine. And you can use a Windows based laptop or a MacBook, it’s your choice.

Next you’re going to need to get a speaker system. You, yourself, and I are going to be the only one lugging this stuff around. You’ve probably seen some DJ’s with big huge speakers on big huge stands, however this type of heavy, large sound equipment is not necessary and ends up becoming a nuisance! Considering all this, my suggestion is to get a small, portable speaker system that you can easily carry around. And don't think because it's small it won't be loud; speakers have come a long way in recent years. While there are many types of speakers, the two examples on the next page are high quality systems that I would personally recommend. On the left is the LD Systems Maui 5, and on the right is the Bose L1 compact.
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LD Systems Maui 5 fastlink.xyz/djlinks

Bose L1 Compact fastlink.xyz/djlinks
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The LD Maui 5 goes for about $650, and the Bose L1 goes for about $900. You may be able to find used versions on Craigslist or Facebook in your area at a cheaper price. While costly, know that you will make the money back for your new speaker system within your first 2-3 gigs. Both of these speakers come apart, making them highly portable and easy to carry around (as shown in pictures on next page).
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The LD speaker has Bluetooth built in, however the Bose does not. A good Bluetooth adapter for the Bose speaker system is the Logitech adapter on the next page:
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Logitech Bluetooth Adapter

fastlink.xyz/djlinks

[image: image]You can start out buying just one of these speakers, but later on may want to buy a second, however it is not necessary. If you look at the pictures and descriptions for both of these speakers, they are built to amplify sounds to all parts of the room. Inside the speakers are multiple, smaller speakers placed in different directions for this exact purpose. I myself have the Bose L1 compact and just that one speaker can fill an entire auditorium. It’s amazing how much sound can come from such a slim looking system. And while you could pay $100-$200 for a speaker system, you get what you pay for, especially in the audio industry. Don’t waste your time and money on speakers that are a hassle to carry around and are going to stop working within a few months. Start out with a good system and think of it as an investment which will pay dividends for many years to come. Also, Ama-zon offers an option to insure the speakers for up to four years for a small fee. This means if you spill water on them, some little kid knocks them over, they fall out of your car, etc. whatever happens, they are insured and you get a new set. That’s a pretty nice option to have.

While you can use Bluetooth from your laptop to play music through the speakers, there is a little bit of a lag. Not only this, I don’t always trust technology; sometimes there are issues. For this reason, I would recommend getting a very long 3.5mm audio cord which allows you to connect your laptop directly into your speaker system. If you decide to use Bluetooth, it’s still good to have as a backup. Here is an example:
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Otimo 25Ft Aux Cable

fastlink.xyz/djlinks
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So right now you’re at the bare minimum of what you need to be a DJ. Everything else is optional. When you first get started, all you really need is speakers and your laptop. However if you want to excel in the industry, there are a few more items you should obtain. The first is a mic.

Many times at events, especially weddings, the customer will want the DJ to not just play music, but also MC and make announcements (which you can charge more for which we'll get to later). For this reason, owning a mic is quite beneficial. Again, with microphones, like many other things in life, you get what you pay for. When I started DJ'ing, I went through a few of the cheap $20-$30 microphones. They are complete crap! They work sometimes, but seem to always have problems and within just a 1-2 months completely stop working. Don’t waste your money! This is another investment for your business, but a needed one. I would suggest getting a wireless microphone from a reputable company in the audio industry. Two reputable companies include Shure and Sennheiser. Their mics go for between $200-$300, but are needed as a DJ. Trust me when I say do not get the cheap mics! I have two examples below:
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Shure BLX24/PG58

fastlink.xyz/djlinks
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Sennheiser XSW 1-825-A

fastlink.xyz/djlinks

[image: image]

You’re almost ready to get started, but you need somewhere to set up. Some events you go to may not have a table for you to put your things on. You want to get a portable, foldable table which you can take with you to events to set up. Once you get this table, you want to get a table cloth which extends to the floor to go over it. This makes your set up look more professional, which is especially important for weddings. Here are examples:
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Cosco 6 Foot Folding Table

fastlink.xyz/djlinks
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6 Foot Black Fitted Tablecloth

fastlink.xyz/djlinks
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You’ll be behind this table playing music for quite a while. Some events are only an hour, but others go as long as six hours. A small, foldable stool can become your best friend during the longer events. Here is an example:
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Atlas & Lane FlexLite Folding Stool

fastlink.xyz/djlinks
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Next you want to get an extension cord (at least 25 feet) and a six plug electrical outlet. Many times plugs will not be in the proper location next to your table, or you’ll need more than two outlets for all your equipment. In these situations, an extension cord and six plug outlet are important to have. Here are examples:
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25 FT Extension Cord

fastlink.xyz/djlinks
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6-Outlet Power Strip

fastlink.xyz/djlinks
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Next we'll be going over mixers. In the past, DJ's use to actually spin
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