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Neo Colonialism 

This is the idea that Africa’s colonizers do not really leave her alone after the continent gains independence from European powers. Instead, they continue to colonize her through proxy such as cultural or economic control. A good example of this is the dictates which ‘donors’ (22) give the continent to control its political and economic direction. After the global recession, donors ‘gang up’ against Africa. They deny the continent aid unless Africa behaves in the manner the donors desire. According to Professor Kimani, the donors also advocate for a myriad of other changes which end up creating chaos in the continent. The summit in Banjul is a result of the demands by these donors. However, it comes to light that these donors are not interested at all in the welfare of the continent. Africa does try to follow the demands of the donors by adopting the development strategy recommended by ‘the cleverest twenty of the world’s best and brightest, each a Nobel Prize winner’ like the donors demand but still, the donors follow to thwart the adoption of this economic policy when it appears that it is the right dose for Africa; they want nothing that can make Africa economically independent thus render it uncontrollable.

To add to this, it is well demonstrated that foreign powers do not have any intention of letting Africa choose her own development path. She cannot be trusted to even implement a development strategy grown in the West. Once Way Omega is on the table and African heads of state meet to adopt it, foreign agencies infiltrate the summit to divert the very strategy. It is quite clear that AGDA is an agent provocateur for African countries whose purpose is to stymie the development of African nations. Tad Longway chooses to recruit disgruntled people to represent Path Alpha’s view at the summit, meaning that its intentions for the African countries aren’t good. In the same way, it teams up with VOA, which clearly represents the infiltration of Africa by the CIA. Neither Robert Manley nor Nick is a journalist and their recruiting Ms. McKenzie is as suspect as their using gadgetry to listen in to private conversations. In short, they are as much a part of AGDA and its sinister motives as are Tad Longway and his group of disgruntled Africans. Through AGDA, the author emphasizes that it is pointless for Africans to hope to be independent of the West and foolish to think that the West will ever leave Africa alone to choose its own independent development path. 

Neo colonialism is complicated by the fact that African ‘experts’ are trained in the West. This not only makes them unfitting to deal with Africa’s economic problems but it leads to other complications. First, trained in the West, these Africans deem their education superior which makes them proud; they cannot work in harmony with locally educated Africans. Secondly, their initial contact with the West makes Western educated Africans expect a lot more, after all, western jobs, which they have seen and probably done, pay a lot more. They therefore feel disgruntled with their pay like Prof Kimani does or seek opportunities to earn in the west like Afolabi goes to do in Washington. Also, their expectation of more makes them susceptible to bribery by the west, the reason why Longway finds it easy to turn both Afolabi and Prof Kimani. 

The resultant poverty created in Africa as a result of these issues is then used against her. First, it makes Africans disgruntled against their governments, though, it would appear, these governments are not solely responsible for the continent’s plight. People like Melusi and Kimani are therefore easy to bribe, easy to turn against their own people. They are not only poor and need money but they are also unhappy with their governments. 

Betrayal 

Betrayal refers to the act of losing trust or the failure to live up to the trust or loyalty that a person or entity such as a nation has in another which causes the second party to no longer trust or believe the other.  In Fathers of Nations, such loyalty is invested in and is expected between many parties. This can be examined at two levels; the social and the individual.

The masses in Africa elect leaders with the tacit agreement that the leaders will ‘bring development’ by solving the problems of the people. When the leaders fail to live up to this expectation, they betray the masses. The Banjul summit, for instance, is meant to solve some of these problems. The fathers of nations meet to adopt a system that has been agreed to be the capsule that will tackle Africa’s development maladies. When they fail to do so, regardless of the ensuing reasons, the leaders betray the people of the countries they come from. These leaders also betray their people in their own individual ways. Many of them have got power through questionable means and try to maintain it in the same way. Others refuse to cede power regardless of the fact that they are now stumbling blocks to their countries’ development. Didier Bangoura, for instance, is senile, yet cannot give up power to someone else. To add salt to injury, he pretends to steer the summit to an agreement about documents he has no idea about; he hasn’t read them and swears he never will. Simba Ibarosa attends the summit with preconceived mistrust of the same summit – that someone somewhere is trying to trick the presidents into accepting limited terms of presidency. He therefore opposes what he imagines is contained in Way Omega, though he is clearly mistaken. The narrator also says that most of the presidents attend the summit to ‘escape problems at home’. This way, they waste the resources of their countries knowing very well that they are not in Banjul to seek for any solutions. This is shown by not only the protocol that makes it difficult for
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