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    To Iola Ballard, Tasmanian traveller and keeper of stories, whose words will live on forever in our hearts.

      

    



  	
        
            
             
 
 
"To write about Tasmania, one should visit Tasmania." — James Cook
 
"The journey is long, the road is dark and frightening, but together we can reach our destination: the Tasmania of which we all dream." — Richard Flanagan
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Editor’s Preface for the Volume

TASMANIA HAS ALWAYS been a place of stories—its landscapes, traditions, and wisdom passed down through generations. My family’s history is deeply tied to this place, where adventure and storytelling have shaped lives for centuries.

My family member, Iola Ballard, was an avid writer, always taking notes, studying, and crafting new works — right up until the moment she left this world. Among her last words was a concern that she had more writings that needed to be published. It was a reminder of her lifelong dedication to storytelling, wisdom, and preserving knowledge. That is why I am doing this—to honour her legacy, to ensure her words reach the world, and to carry forward the tradition of reflection and discovery that she so deeply valued.

My mother knew our family history in great detail because she was very close to her father, who told her everything. She later confirmed these details through genealogy, but the knowledge itself was passed down directly from him. These include figures who shaped our ancestry, including Captain James Ballard, an admiral in the British Royal Navy, awarded medals for bravery during the Crimean War. She affectionately called him ‘Sindbad’ because, after his military service, he commanded merchant fleets that sailed between England, Southeast Asia, and Australia.

When Captain Ballard saw Tasmania, he fell in love with it and brought his Irish wife, Honora Barrie, to settle there. Honora was descended from Robert, Count of Mortain, the brother of William the Conqueror, who played a crucial role in the Norman Conquest. The family later expanded its influence, with Philip de Barry leading the conquest of Cork, Limerick, and Waterford in Ireland.

Other ancestors also carried this adventurous spirit. The Squire of Toxteth Park, a midshipman in the British Royal Navy, later settled in Tasmania. Among our family’s early settlers were the Hills, who are said to have given their name to White Hills, outside Launceston. When my cousin and I explored the area, we discovered an old Anglican church deep in the woods, where many of our Hills ancestors rest in its historic churchyard.

Captain Ballard owned historic houses in Launceston, which we visited, as well as a building where he stayed during his merchant voyages. One family tale recounts how he once traded land in Victoria for a case of expensive English beer—a decision we regret today, as that land became the business heart of Melbourne. While unverified, this story remains a cherished tradition. Another intriguing family account suggests that an old well discovered under G.J. Coles in Swanson Street may have belonged to Ballard, aligning with our family’s records.

Iola Ballard spent her childhood exploring the Tasmanian bush with her dog, immersed in the beauty and rhythms of the land. But her fascination with the world extended far beyond Tasmania — throughout her life, she travelled widely, documenting her experiences in writing. Her works capture her journeys across different countries, reflecting on the cultures
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