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​Introduction
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Jesus called His followers disciples. A disciple is a convinced adherent of a school or individual who accepts and assists in spreading the doctrines of another. A Christian must not only believe on Jesus but be willing to share the faith of Jesus Christ. In order to do this, the believer has to not only understand his role as a disciple but know how to defend his beliefs. 

The Kingdom Discipleship Series explores the biblical truths that should assist the believer in developing as a disciple of Christ. Not only will Christians grow in their walk with the Lord, but their understanding of foundational biblical truths will also expand.

In this issue

False ministers come in varying categories; that is, they demonstrate their false ministries in differing guises and gimmicks. In this publication, we want to explore five common types of false workers and ministers in the Church. 

As we endeavor to serve in the Church, we must be on guard against false minsters and ministry that try to infiltrate the Church. Remember the words of Jesus, “beware of wolves in sheep’s clothing.”
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The Worker of Miracles
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The worker of miracles will provide visual proof of “divine” inspiration and endorsement. 

The Egyptian Priests

In the biblical record, this type of false ministry first appears in the account of Moses before Pharaoh. When God commissioned Moses, He gave him two proofs of his commission.

And Moses answered and said, But, behold, they will not believe me, nor hearken unto my voice: for they will say, The LORD hath not appeared unto thee. And he said, Cast it on the ground. And he cast it on the ground, and it became a serpent; and Moses fled from before it. And the LORD said unto Moses, Put forth thine hand, and take it by the tail. And he put forth his hand, and caught it, and it became a rod in his hand: (Exodus 4:1-4)

The second proof given to Moses was of his rod turning into a snake. When Moses demonstrated this sign to Pharaoh to establish that He was speaking for the God of the Israelites, the priests within Pharaoh’s court mimicked this miracle.

And Moses and Aaron went in unto Pharaoh, and they did so as the LORD had commanded: and Aaron cast down his rod before Pharaoh, and before his servants, and it became a serpent. Then Pharaoh also called the wise men and the sorcerers: now the magicians of Egypt, they also did in like manner with their enchantments. For they cast down every man his rod, and they became serpents: but Aaron’s rod swallowed up their rods. (Exodus 7:10-12)

The  Bible does not reveal how they produced this miracle, but through their own methods, gimmicks, and tricks were they able to do so. 

The miracle worker Old Testament example of this will produce visible signs of “healings” and spiritual  manifestations in order  to substantiate their claims. 

The Prophet Balaam

Another type of this false ministry is Balaam, the prophet who tried to curse Israel and was interrupted by God’s Spirit.

And Balak said unto Balaam, Come, I pray thee, I will bring thee unto another place; peradventure it will please God that thou mayest curse me them from thence. (Numbers 23:27)

Balaam had the reputation of being able to curse or bless individuals with visible manifestations. Therefore, Balak offered him so much money. 

Balaam was known for his results. However, the phenomenon, no doubt, was assisted with the help of demonic spiritual influences.   

The modern day “miracle worker” will have visible results, that will ultimately lead individuals from God while appearing to be agents of the Almighty.
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The Worker of Mysticism
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The worker of mysticism will rely on supposed dreams, visions, and revelations to convince the listeners. 

The Judean Prophets

This form of false prophetic ministry was prevalent in the days of Jeremiah.

For thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Let not your prophets and your diviners, that be in the midst of you, deceive you, neither hearken to your dreams which ye cause to be dreamed. (Jeremiah 29:8)

The people of Judah were under threat of the Babylonians. The false prophets gave the people false hope, claiming to have had spiritual dreams revealing Judah’s deliverance. However, the dreams that they had were induced by this desire and they communicated these delusions to the people. 

False ministers, because of their desire to be seem as great and mystical, will have dreams reflecting this and they will perceive them as God’s endorsement of their ministry.

Consider this also,

Behold, I am against  them  that  prophesy false dreams, saith the LORD, and do tell them, and cause my people to err by their  lies, and by their lightness; yet I sent them not, nor commanded  them: therefore  they shall not  profit  this people at all, saith the LORD. (Jeremiah 23:32)

Revelation Claims

False ministers will claim revelation from dreams and visions. They will use vague signs and symbolisms which mask their deceptions. It is true that God does give dreams and visions, however, they will bring life and comfort to the individual and not sayings that can be interpreted in many ways.

The mystic false minister will always talk about religious experiences which have no foundation in the Bible. They will use occult symbolism to interpret their dreams and visions. God does use signs and symbols in the Bible, but they will point the individual to the plan and purpose of God and not be used to exalt the individual to whom they are given.

The manners of the mystic will mirror those of psychics and spiritualists rather than those of the servants of the Lord.
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The Worker of Minds
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This type of false ministry is very prevalent because it is highly seductive and deceptive. The apostles in their letters warned the people often against this type of false ministry. 

Psychological Teachings

The worker of minds (mentalist) will combine scriptures with psychology and philosophy to draw the people to look inward and rely on the teachings of the mentalist for living.

These [things] have I written unto you concerning them that seduce you. (I John 2:26)

The mentalist’s ministry will draw individuals to themselves. They will offer up principles for living that they have developed and perfected. If one follows them and their teachings, then they will be successful. 

The mentalist is much like the Pharisees when Jesus referred to them as whitewashed graves.

Manipulative Worship

The mentalist will draw people with scriptures, music, and writings with the intent to have a following. Those who are ensnared by them will not have a Christian life based upon the Word of God, but upon that minister and their brand of Christianity. 

The mentalist’s ministry is very provocative and seductive. They are very much the embodiment of “wolves in sheep’s clothing.”
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