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      Rob turned to fulltime freelance writing after he met his wife, Trish (T.J.) MacGregor. They wrote magazine writing and scratched out a living while working on novels. Within a couple of years, both were published authors. After finishing his first novel, Crystal Skull, Rob adapted the script for Indiana Jones and the Last Crusade and went on to write half a dozen more Indy novels, all set in the 1920s.
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      Halloween: it’s known as the day when the veil between worlds of the living and the dead is the thinnest.


      In pagan times, it was the eve of Samhain—pronounced sow’-en or sow’-ween—the end of the Celtic year, the beginning of winter, and the day when the dead were said to rise from the grave and walk the earth. Like many pagan holidays, it was Christianized in the Middle Ages as a Catholic vigil observed on the eve of All Saints Day, November 1—All Hallows Eve. Regardless of its origin, it was a day when homages for the dead were observed, and eventually it became linked with spooks, ghosts, all things that go bump in the night.


      While Halloween is the day of reckoning for such matters, tales of ghosts, haunted houses, and phantom ships are timeless matters. Questions about life after death is a perennial interest as is contact with the other side. It’s an unsolved mystery—maybe the most important mystery of all. While mainstream science says there is no proof that the dead survive or can be contacted, others are convinced by their own personal experiences.


      Do the dead speak to us? Do they offer guidance? Do our deceased loved ones drop by for visits? What about poltergeists? Do angels have wings? Mediums are touted for their abilities to communicate with the dead, but can anyone make contact? Where do aliens fit into the picture, and are they somehow related to the dead? What about alien abductions? Do they really happen?


      These are all questions that we’ll consider. But let’s start with basics. What’s the difference between a ghost and a spirit? Generally speaking, a ghost haunts, a spirit guides.


      A ghost might be considered an energy form that performs repetitive actions related to the life of a person who spent considerable time in the place where the haunting is occurring. In that sense, they are energy shells lacking conscious awareness. Ghosts are also sometimes described as spirits that are stuck between the physical world and the afterworld. They might be clinging to physical existence and not even aware they are dead. In that sense, they are unintentional intruders, and might even believe they are still alive, that the people living in their houses are the annoying ghosts.


      A spirit, on the other hand, is usually defined as the non-physical aspect of a deceased person who has moved into the afterlife and might come back to guide or comfort. Deceased family members and friends are the most likely spirits to come for a visit.


      Usually, when such contact is made, it’s initiated by the living. The ancient Greeks journeyed to the Oracle of the Dead to contact the deceased. In the 16th century, John Dee used an Aztec mirror to make contact. In the mid-19th century, the Fox Sisters ignited the Victorian awakening to the spirit world with their peculiar communications with ‘Mr. Splitfoot.’ In the late 20th century, author Raymond Moody, inspired by the ancient Greeks, created a ‘psychomanteum,’ a chamber to contact the dead.


      Today, the Cassadaga Spiritualist Camp in Central Florida remains a haven for mediums who give voice to the dead. But do mediums really contact the dead? It’s a matter of opinion. Some mediums are uncanny in their abilities to read and advise their clients. Others might be frauds, plying age-old tricks to impress. But there are also other possible means to make contact, such as dreams, radio signals, photography, and Ouija boards.


      But are ghosts and spirits real?


      Mainstream scientists often attribute ghostly experiences to environmental factors or illusions produced by the brain. In fact, in some cases, there are logical explanations for mysterious phenomena. But when more than one person witnesses a ghost, such explanations fall short.


      “To be open-minded and not sure is a good thing; it just means the person has not had enough of a ghostly encounter to move beyond skepticism,” writes Louis Charles author of Helping Ghosts. “Yet, they remain open to the possibility. To the cynic, however, their mind is made up and closed. They will not believe in ghosts even if they become one themselves...perhaps.”


      Interestingly, open-mindedness is sometimes limited to a particular phenomenon. Many who are willing to believe in ghosts dismiss UFOs as something from the realm of science fiction and fantasy. The same goes for hard-core UFO/alien believers. Ghosts are snubbed. In fact, purveyors of the ancient alien scenario might tell you that legends of ghosts and spirits were actually stories about aliens in disguise. The two phenomena typically don’t mix well.


      However, in terms of what goes ‘bump in the night,’ we can’t ignore the alien abduction phenomena. And, what’s really weird is that possibly the two phenomena—ghosts/spirits and aliens/UFOs—are somehow related. We’ll take a deeper look at that matter later in the book.
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      A third of Americans say they believe in ghosts, according to in 2007 by the AP-Ipsos poll conducted in 2007.


      
        
      


      While 34 percent say they believe in ghosts, 23 percent claim they have encountered a ghost or believe they have been in one's presence. Three in ten have awakened sensing a strange presence in the room. Those most likely people to see a ghost are singles, Catholics, and those who never attend religious services.


      
        
      


      Skeptical Inquirer surprisingly found out in a 2006 survey that the more educated you are, the more likely you to believe in ghosts and other paranormal phenomena. Contrary to expectations, a poll of 439 college students found seniors and grad students were more likely than freshmen to believe in haunted houses, psychics, telepathy, channeling and other mysterious phenomena.


      While 23 percent of college freshmen expressed a general belief in paranormal concepts—from astrology to communicating with the dead—31 percent of seniors did so and the figure jumped to 34 percent among graduate students.


      So it’s a smart idea to keep your mind open to the possibility that ghosts and spirits not only exist, but can communicate with us.


      As for aliens, nearly half of Americans believe they are driving those UFOs that so many have seen. In a 2002 Sci Fi Channel-Roper Poll, 48% say they believe that UFOs, piloted by alien beings, have visited the earth in some form over the years. More than a third of Americans (37%) believe that humans have already interacted with extraterrestrial life forms. Of those, 57% believe the alien abduction phenomenon is real, but only 10% of the general population believe in alien abductions. That’s probably because the idea is just too spooky!
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      Haunted Places


      
        
      


      Ghosts, it seems, prefer the indoors. That’s where most are seen, and they’re usually linked to a house or building. The exception might be that home away from home – the graveyard. But what self-respecting ghost would prefer a cemetery – even a mausoleum – over the ritzy digs of say the famed Dakota?


      
        
      


      The Dakota Building


      
        
      


      Situated at Central Park West and 72nd Street, the majestic structure housing 64 co-op apartments stands across from New York City’s Central Park. It’s high gables, terracotta features, and gargoyles give the Victorian era building an imposing presence, a hint of its opulence and mystery.


      While the Dakota once housed some of the world’s most famous people, such as Judy Garland, Leonard Bernstein and Lauren Bacall, the building is best known for being John Lennon’s last home and the site of his tragic murder on Dec. 8, 1980. Lennon’s ghost supposedly haunts the Dakota, according to several witnesses. Three years after his death, Joey Harrow, a musician who lives near to the Dakota Building, and a friend, Amanda Moores, claimed they saw John’s ghost near the entrance to the Dakota where he was shot. Harrow said he was “surrounded by an eerie light.” Moores added: “I wanted to go up and talk to him, but something in the way he looked at me said no.”


      Psychic Shawn Robbins said she saw John’s ghost in the building and Yoko Ono was reported to have seen John sitting at his white piano. He turned to her and said, “Don’t be afraid. I am still with you.”


      The Dakota has a long history of paranormal activity. Lennon himself said he encountered the apparition of a woman walking down the long halls of the building. He named her the Crying Lady Ghost. Other celebrities and notable figures who have lived in that building have also had very similar experienced. Maury Povich described the building as “very haunted.”


      In 1965, three men repainting the walls and re-varnishing woodwork in an apartment felt they were being watched. One saw a ghost of a boy of about ten years old dressed in a Buster Brown suit, a style of the early 1900s. A musty odor accompanied the apparition. The three also saw a ghost that had the body of a male in his 20s and a face of a young child. After the job was done, one of the painters was doing some touch-up work in a large closet when suddenly the door slammed and the light went out. He groped his way off the ladder, propped the door open and turned the light back on. Something grabbed his arm and pushed it against the light bulb.


      Several years later, reports surfaced of a little girl in turn-of-the-century clothing who appeared to painters working in the building. This little girl seems to be the most frequently witnessed apparition and is always friendly, often smiling at people, and approaching them as if to greet them.


      Apparently some tenants like the Dakota so much that they never want to leave.


      
        
      


      The Queen Mary


      
        
      


      The retired ocean liner was nicknamed the Gray Ghost during World War II when it ferried soldiers across the Atlantic. But it wasn’t until after it was permanently docked in Long Island, California and became a hotel that the ghosts made themselves known. Mysterious noises reported include the sound of crying children in a nursery room and a splashing noise in a drained swimming pool.


      In 1966, the year before the ocean liner was decommissioned after 31 years of service, 18-year-old John Pedder, an engineer, was crushed by a watertight door in the engine room during a fire drill. His ghost is said to haunt the ship.


      The ship-hotel, now a tourist attraction, includes restaurants and a museum, but not necessarily a sound night’s sleep! One of the most haunted spots of the ship is Cabin B340, which is no longer rented out due to extensive paranormal activity. It’s believed that an eight-year-old girl was murdered in the cabin.


      The spirit of a young girl named Jackie Korin, who drowned in the second-class pool, supposedly haunts the first-class pool, and she’s not alone. A young woman by the name of Sarah, who was said to have been murdered in the first class women's changing rooms, supposedly haunts the first-class pool with Jackie. Some visitors say they have seen women wearing early 1930s bathing suits in the pool areas, and even seen wet footprints near the empty pool.


      It is also said that men screaming and the sound of metal crushing against metal can be heard below decks at the extreme front end of the bow. It’s speculated that the screams emanate from ghosts of the sailors aboard the Curacoa at the moment the light cruiser was split in half by the liner.


      
        
      


      The White House


      
        
      


      1600 Pennsylvania Avenue is probably the most famous address in the U.S. It’s also inhabited by a multitude of ghosts from its long history. Presidents, first ladies, White House staff members and guests have reported ghostly encounters.


      In the early 1860s, First Lady Mary Todd Lincoln, who believed in spiritualism reportedly held séances in the White House to commune with the spirits of her dead sons. It’s not clear whether or not she made contact, but she told friends she had heard Andrew Jackson stomping and swearing through the halls of the presidential residence. The Rose Room, Jackson's bedchamber while he was president, is believed by some to be one of the most haunted rooms in the White House.


      Before long, the first lady’s husband, would also haunt the White House. In fact, Abraham Lincoln is reportedly the most sighted ghost in the White House. First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt used the Lincoln Bedroom as her study, and sensed his presence when she worked there late at night. During her visit to the White House, Queen Wilhelmina of the Netherlands reportedly feinted after she saw Lincoln's ghost, complete with top hat. British Prime Minister Winston Churchill, on a visit to the White House, told a story of emerging naked from his evening bath smoking his customary cigar, only to find a ghostly Lincoln sitting by the fireplace in his room.


      More recently, Jenna Bush, daughter of George W., claims she encountered ghosts in the White House. Supposedly, music from the 1920s also emanated from the fireplace in her bedroom. One night after hearing such music, Jenna ran into her twin sister’s room and told her about it. The next night, Barbara stayed in the room and heard the same music.


      Maybe a sleepover for congressional leaders in in order. Lincoln just might spook the do-nothing Congress into action!


      
        
      


      Amityville Horror House


      
        
      


      Christopher Lutz grew up in what is often referred to as “the most haunted house in America.” But after a string of movies and books, a more accurate description would be “the most commercialized haunted house in America.” After decades of avoiding publicity, Lutz began talking about his memories of the house in Amityville, New York on Long Island in November 2011.


      The house first attracted attention in 1974 when 23-year-old Ronald DeFeo returned from a night of drinking and shot his parents and four younger siblings. He claimed voices told him to do it.


      Just over a year later, the Lutz family purchased the house and moved in. However, they lasted only 28 days before they abandoned the house, claiming it was possessed by demons. Because of numerous contradictions and inaccuracies, the horrifying events that supposedly occurred in the famed house have been labeled a hoax by skeptical investigators.


      However, Christopher Lutz, speaking to a reporter for a local Fox News station in Phoenix, said that he is disturbed by a chilling series of incidents that took place in the house. But he’s just as upset by the way Hollywood has spun the story.


      While strange things occurred in the house, Lutz said that many of the events portrayed in the Amityville Horror movie were made up. For example, there was no demon that took the form of a giant pig. The book, Amityville Horror, by Jay Anson exaggerated the facts, and once in the hands of Hollywood accuracy no longer mattered.


      Lutz is well aware that some investigators contend the entire story was made up by George Lutz, his stepfather. Yet, the younger Lutz maintained that unexplained phenomena occurred in the house and terrified him. “An apparition manifested just outside my bedroom door. It scared the crap out of me as a little kid.”


      While the mass murder in the house was portrayed as the source of the hauntings, Lutz noted that his stepfather dabbled in the occult and recited the names of demons after the family moved into the home. “Had he done that in any other house it wouldn’t have been an issue. But to do it in that house…that’s what triggered events there.”


      
        
      


      Brown Lady of Raynham Hall


      
        
      


      She reportedly haunts Raynham Hall, a 400-year-old country estate in Norfolk, England. The haunting attracted international attention when the image of the ‘Brown Lady’ appeared on a photograph of a stairway, taken by a photographer for Country Life Magazine in 1936. It became one of the most famous paranormal photographs of all time. She is called the Brown Lady because of the brown brocade dress she appears to wear.


      According to legend, the Brown Lady is the ghost of Lady Dorothy Walpole (1686–1726), second wife of Charles ‘Turnip’ Townshend, who was notorious for his violent temper. Supposedly, Townshend discovered that his wife had committed adultery with Lord Wharton so he punished her by locking her in her rooms in Raynham Hall. She remained there until her death in 1726.


      But if residents of Raynham Hall are right, Dorothy is still trapped in the country estate. A long penance, it seems, for her affair.
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      Top Ten Haunted Places


      
        
      


      1)Myrtle Plantation – St. Francisville, LA


      
        
      


      2) La Laurie Mansion – New Orleans


      
        
      


      3) Eastern State Penitentiary - Philadelphia


      
        
      


      4) Waverly Hills Sanatorium – Louisville, KY


      
        
      


      5) RaynhamHall – Norfolk, England


      
        
      


      6) The White House – Washington, D.C.


      
        
      


      7) The Stanley Hotel – Estes Park, Colorado


      
        
      


      8) The Queen Mary – docked at Long Beach


      
        
      


      9) Winchester House – San Jose, CA


      
        
      


      10) Amityville Horror House – Amityville, N.Y.
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      Phantom Ships


      
        
      


      There are haunted ships, like the Queen Mary, docked in Long Island, California, and then there are phantom ships--vessels that appear at sea and fade away, like ghosts. Just as ghosts are considered a non-material afterlife aspect of a person who has died, phantom ships are the non-physical forms of crafts that once sailed the high seas. Such specters of the sea have been reported for centuries.


      Do such fantasmic vessels really exist or are they just optical illusions created by the watery environment and long days, weeks and months at sea? Certainly, some sightings are mirages, created by the refraction of light, mist, and fog. Witnesses, captivated by the power and mystery of the sea, might dredge up legends from the past to explain what they saw.


      Yet, veteran mariners and sea captains, whose livelihood is based on their ability to observe and judge, have reported seeing phantom vessels. Such impeccable witnesses, it seems, would recognize a mirage. Because there have been so many sightings, including many with multiple witnesses, clearly these purported vessels are a mystery of the sea that remains unresolved.


      
        
      


      The Flying Dutchman


      
        
      


      Without a doubt, The Flying Dutchman is the best known and one of the most witnessed phantom ships. According to legend, a 17th century Dutch sea captain was caught in a horrific storm off the Cape of Good Hope. The first version of the legend was published in Blackwood's Edinburgh Magazine in May 1821.


      Supposedly, the captain refused to anchor in a safe harbor and headed out to sea. As the storm picked up strength, he cursed the wind and vowed to sail the seas forever if he couldn’t survive the oncoming storm. The ship was lost at sea that night, and the captain was condemned to relive his terrifying experience throughout eternity.


      Veteran U-boat commanders and naval officers are among those who have reported the apparition in the 19th and 20th centuries. The ship usually appears to be glowing with a ghostly illumination. After Prince George of Wales, the future King George V, saw the phantom vessel, his tutor Dalton wrote about the sighting.


      
        
      


      At 4 a.m. the Flying Dutchman crossed our bows. A strange red light as of a phantom ship all aglow, in the midst of which light the masts, spars and sails of a brig 200 yards distant stood out in strong relief as she came up on the port bow, where also the officer of the watch from the bridge clearly saw her, as did the quarterdeck midshipman, who was sent forward at once to the forecastle; but on arriving there was no vestige nor any sign whatever of any material ship was to be seen either near or right away to the horizon, the night being clear and the sea calm


      
        
      


      The legend has been retold in various forms from a Wagner opera to literary references to a cartoon and movies, including a reference in Pirates of the Caribbean.


      The Flying Dutchman may be the single
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