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ALEX HAS FORGOTTEN everything.

Damon will use any means necessary to make her remember.

Alex Rayne has a normal life until she gets a sexy stalker who turned up everywhere she goes. Then her life suddenly changes. Then changes again. She realizes that reality may not be real as Damon chases her across different lives.

Damon tried for years to resist Alex. He yearns to be with her. Due to the laws that forbid them to be together, he couldn’t have her. Then one night he risks everything and has to pay for giving into his urges. He loses Alex over and over again. His heart is shattered into pieces each time. 

He loses himself in a world made up of different realities, no longer sure of who he really is.

Can Alex and Damon find each other again? Or is it too late?
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“When the mind forgets... The heart remembers”
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NEW YORK CITY, NEW York, 2010, Alex lost in the cosmos... 

Alex Rayne stood at the corner under the street light and glanced at her watch for the fifth time. Where is he? She sighed as she spotted him strutting along the sidewalk. Damn that Silas, he knows I get nervous about the fence part. 

“Sorry, negotiations. You know?” Silas smiled. 

Rolling her eyes, Alex did not smile back. 

Motioning with his head for her to follow, he moved ahead on the sidewalk. She stepped in to follow him. 

Silas was the best point man in the business, as well as her friend and mentor. She met him down in the Bronx at the age of fifteen after she ran away from the foster home. When she arrived to the rough streets, Alex dressed like a boy to escape the prostitution rings. Silas took her under his wing and taught her everything she knew about theft and the art of being a cat burglar. But for some reason, he’d never liked that expression. 

“Alex?” he called. 

“Uh?” 

“You daydreaming––or what?” He gave her that crooked smile. 

She glared at him. 

“Aww, don’t be nervous. They offered five grand!” His smile grew wider. “And they got a request job for us!” 

“What do you mean?” 

He pulled her into an alcove. “They have a buyer for this special antique medallion.” His voice rose to an excited pitch. 

“Not the Medallion?” 

“Yeah Alex–– that medallion!” 

“Where is it?” 

“You will have to fly to the coast. It’s at some fancy estate in San Francisco.” 

“And so?” she asked. 

Silas gazed around. “The owners will be gone for three days. We have the floor plan, and it’s all set.” 

The adrenaline rush at the thought of another job began to course through her blood. 

“You ain’t got a whole lot of time though.” He tugged her arm. 

She let him tug her along for a foot or two and then halted. “How long?” 

“You fly out tomorrow.” 

“Tomorrow?” 

“Shh––It’s the only window of opportunity.” 

Alex sighed and shook her head. He always used that expression when he got excited about a job. 

“Come on, let’s go celebrate and then you can pack. I’ll treat!” 

At the thought of flying all that way to a new and unknown territory, she pouted. 

“Pink flamingos––At the Flamingo?”

A smile nudged at her lips. He knew she loved that drink and that particular club. 

Silas grinned and turned to hail them a cab.

* * *
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SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA

At midnight, Alex sat in the rental car at the dark curb, just outside the Golden Gate Parkway. She gazed at the mansion on the hill. Silas had clued her in on the entire plan, along with entry, exit and getaway paths. 

The medallion sat in a safe in an upstairs bedroom. She raised her night binoculars, adjusted the sight and spotted the first window. Alex continued to scan across to window three. The third bedroom held the safe at the top level. She swung the binoculars down to the gate. A ten-footer, no problem. She spanned her scope all around the lawns. Quiet and empty just like Silas said. Alex grabbed her bag from the seat. 

The climb over the fence took only a minute and she stood very still behind the tree, directly below the window. Alex gauged the distance from the tree to the balcony. Yep, Silas was spot on again. She adjusted the strap on her bag and climbed. 

Reaching the top limb, she stilled when a tingle shimmied along the back of her neck. Her instinct had never failed her. There were so many times when it saved her from jail time. But this was different. She felt a pull from inside that room. The medallion itself, maybe? She wondered if she was just nervous because of this particular piece. It was the prize of a lifetime, and Alex just had to have it. 

Well... to have it, I have to steal it! She pushed away the anxious feeling and swung her rope over to the balcony. Stepping in through the window, she dropped lightly to the carpet, drew in a breath and looked around the room. The alarm had been taken care of by an inside servant that very afternoon, so it wasn’t a problem. 

The shiver returned as she spotted the painting, which hid the safe. It depicted the estate itself. She drew out her penlight and clicked it on. The Rayne Estate by Penelope Skylar. Rayne Estate? She held her breath. It must be a coincidence! 

“Welcome home, Alex,” a man whispered in her ear. 

Alex froze as a pair of arms wrapped around her. “Mmm, you feel so good,” he whispered to her hair. 

She reached down along her leg for her strapped pistol.

“It won’t do you any good.” He tightened his grip.

“What do you want?” 

He chuckled in answer, and she shivered as his hot breath fell on her cheek. “I want you, and I’ve waited for a very long time.” 

“But I don’t even know you.” 

His lips made their way to her neck; his hands came around to grasp her breasts. He removed his lips and sighed. “I remember everything about you. Your smile, your scent...” He flipped her around. “The taste of you.” He lowered his lips to hers. 

Following an instinctual impulse, Alex raised her knee, aiming for his crotch and slammed into him. 

The stranger blinked, but made no other movement. 

Alex sucked her breath in, stomping her boot onto his foot with all of her might and heard another chuckle. “Let me go,” she ordered. 

He lifted her from the floor so that she hung high in the air. “I will never let you go again.” Alex gasped as they rose in the air and she held her little pistol to his stomach. A loud pop sounded through the room as they floated aloft. He lessoned his hold, and they drifted back down. Her heart pounded like crazy, and they both plummeted the last few feet to the floor. She rolled out of the way to scramble and crouch on all fours, straining to see where his body landed. 

The man lay stretched out on his back on the carpet. 

Oh, I killed him. She crawled over and drew closer, so she could see his features. Oh, my––What a good-looking man and he acted as if he knew me. She released an uneasy breath. He was lying in wait for me! Her gaze traveled to his dark hair. A strange tug jerked in her chest as she reached out to touch his silky looking hair. It felt so soft. Oh man, I didn’t mean to kill him. 

Abruptly, he grasped her wrist. “Didn’t I tell you that it wouldn’t do any good?” He chuckled. “And especially, with that little pop gun.” 

“But I-I––” she stammered, “–shot you!” 

Rising to a sitting position, he peered down at his stomach. “Oh yes, apparently you did.” His glowing eyes lifted to meet hers. “You didn’t have to do that, you know? I was only going to give you what you’re here for.” He raised the medallion. 

Alex stared into his glowing gold eyes and her startled gaze shifted to the medallion. The room spun around her and she fell forward. 

* * *
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SAN FRANCISCO, BUDGET Motel, same reality... 

Alex awoke lying very still for a long moment as she listened. All quiet except for a low hum. How did I get to my motel? She struggled to remember. The air conditioner spat out cold air that explained the humming noise. The medallion hung around her neck. Is it the real thing? She reached around and pulled it off, felt the weight of it in her hands and simply stared at it for several minutes. 

Bewildered, she looked around at the room. What the hell happened? At the ring of the phone, she jumped off the bed. Oh, am I ever a case of nerves. It rang again as she laughed nervously, reaching over she picked it up. 

“Hello?” Silas’s voice greeted her. 

“Silas?” 

“Well, who else would it be?” he teased. 

“Maybe a good-looking creature with glowing eyes?” she asked in a sarcastic tone. 

“What?” Silas squeaked. “A good looking—?” 

“Never mind, Silas. I was set up!” 

The phone went quiet. 

“Did you hear me?” 

“Uh...yeah.” His voice sounded confused. “So, you didn’t get it?” 

She held the phone against her cheek as she grabbed the medallion from the bed. “No, I got it.” 

“But I thought that you said—?” 

“Shh,” she whispered, “Someone was there, and he...” Her voice fell away as she remembered him. The thought of his silky jet-black hair and that sexy voice made her shiver. 

“He what?” Silas shouted over the line. 

“He gave it to me?” Her statement sounded like a question. 

A long moment of silence remained from the other end, and then she heard Silas laugh. “Stop fooling with me, Rayne! It’s just cruel.” 

No one would believe me anyway. Alex sighed. “Yeah, I was just kidding. I got it and I’ll be back tomorrow.” 

“Good,” Silas continued to chuckle. “Meet you, then.” 

“Yeah.” She hung the phone up and gazed at the prize of her illustrious career. 

I remember everything about you. Your smile... your scent.

With the remembered words, she trembled. Who is he and why would a stranger lure me here, just to give the medallion to me? Alex also thought about the other development. The Rayne Estate? It makes no sense at all. I wonder if I should tell Silas the truth. Obviously, this man created the entire setup and he must have arranged for the plans of the estate to be given to Silas in the first place.

Alex remembered the floating and his glowing gold eyes. Man? Then she remembered the feel of his hard body against hers and his deep voice, whispering in her ear. Yeah, enough of a man to make me feel like... She stood and stomped her foot. I don’t like games, and he interfered with my work. If I see him again, I’ll kill the bastard! She remembered shooting him and his reaction hadn’t been to die from it. I guess I could just tell him off, if I ever see him again.

* * *
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FLAMINGO CLUB, MANHATTAN, New York, same reality... 

The club looked packed, so she tried to search over the sea of heads. She wondered where Silas could be. He’s late again. Alex sighed with disgust and sat on a stool. 

The tall barkeep smiled and set her drink in front of her. “And a pink umbrella on top!” he announced. 

“Thanks, Jimmy.” She reached into her pocket for her cash. 

“Nope.” Jimmy shook his head at her. “All taken care of.” 

“What?” 

He nodded. “Yeah, all your drinks are on your buddies tab.” 

Smiling, she looked around. “Silas? He’s here?” 

“Nope,” a voice whispered close from the next stool. 

She drew in a sharp breath and jumped to the side. It’s him! 

“Old Silas won’t be joining us this evening.”

“What did you do to him?” She glared at him. 

“Now that’s part of what I want to talk to you about.” 

“If you hurt him in any way, I’m gonna—” 

“What? Shoot me again?” He moved closer to her. 

Alex moved back. “I’ll call the—” 

“Police?” His brows rose. “Yes, do that. I’m sure they would love to hear from you.” Winking at her, he motioned with his head. “The table over in the corner.” He slipped off the stool and strolled towards the back. 

What is going on? Where is Silas? She bit her lower lip and followed him.

The man’s expression looked unconcerned as he sat with a drink in front of him. “Sit.” 

Alex sat across from him. 

“I bought him off.” He sipped at his drink. 

“You bought—?” 

He leaned forward. “Silas showed up with the medallion, and I paid him off with the stipulation not to see you again.” 

“What?” 

“He must be really fond of you.” 

Bewildered, she shook her head. 

“Two million dollars’ worth of fondness.” His tone sounded dry as he downed his drink. “This is only worth fifty thousand, you know?” He handed the medallion to her. 

“What the hell is going on here?” She grasped the chain. 

“You have to wear that medallion, Alex.” His eyes locked with hers. “I need you to remember who you really are.” 

“I don’t know what kind of game this is, but—”

He stood. “It’s yours, and you need to wear it.” 

Puzzled, she gazed down at the coveted medallion. Lifting her head, she gazed around the bar. He just disappears? She moved swiftly through the crowded bar. I need to find Silas and find out what happened.

The cab ride was awful, as she grew more perplexed about this man’s interference into her life. I need you to remember who you really are. And his claim of Silas getting paid to never see her again? Alex rushed into Silas’s apartment building, she ran all the way down the hallway. Desperately, she pounded on the apartment door, but still no answer. 

A door opened down the hall. An older woman came out and waved at her. 

Puzzled, she stared at Silas’s neighbor, Mrs. Bennings. He always referred to her as Mrs. B.

“Alex?” The older woman called to her. “Wait here a moment, okay?” She went back into her apartment. 

Where is he? Dammit! Alex went over to the woman’s door and gazed around in frustration.

“Mmm-hmm,” the woman cleared her throat and handed her an envelope. “He said to give it to you, when you showed up.” Mrs. B sighed while Alex stared down at it. 

“He moved. After ten years, he just up and left!” She patted Alex’s hand. “I suppose he left you an address in that envelope?” 

“Yeah, maybe?” Alex continued to stare down, but didn’t open it. 

The woman smiled. “Come visit me sometime, okay?” 

Alex nodded in an absent way and turned towards the elevator. Silas never wrote anything to her during the entire time she’d known him. He said it was too dangerous to leave a paper trail. She halted to open the letter. 

Well kid, this is it. We been together for a long time, but I gotta go, you know? I’m sorry, but the guy and your family told me all about you, and at least, I know you will be okay. He must really love you, and I mean a lot! I hope that you live a great and straight life! At least you won’t
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