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This is the whole draft in one book: the Top 250 board with current teams, the system that built it, the summer's trades and signings, strategy for standard category leagues, the rookie class, the goalie map, the sleepers, and a capsule on all thirty-two teams.

Draft off the board, but read the tags. A rank tells you what a player is worth; the tag tells you why he might beat it or miss it, a new sweater, an injury, a crease battle. This summer redrew half the goalie map, so the tags matter more in net than anywhere.

Rosters are current as of September 2, 2026. The 2026-27 season opens September 29, earlier than you are used to, and runs 84 games per club for the first time, across 185 game nights ending April 10. Camps open September 10-13, which means the last roster cuts land after most drafts. The living version of this board runs all season at FantasyDailies.com, updated by the same system and graded in the open.

Every player name and every team abbreviation in this book is a live link. Tap a name for that player’s full card on FantasyDailies, game logs, splits, news and the graded projections. Tap a team for its roster, depth chart and schedule. The capsule headings link to their team pages too.
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The System: How These Rankings Are Built
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Every board in this book comes off the same machine that runs FantasyDailies: numbers first, opinions second, and everything logged before the games and graded after them. We do not rank on vibes and we do not rank on last year's name value. Here is the model, in plain English, so you know exactly what you are drafting off of.

THE BASE, FIVE-CATEGORY SKATER VALUE. For every skater the system takes per-game production in five categories, goals, assists, power-play points, shots on goal, and plus/minus, and standardizes each against the league's qualifier pool (twenty games or more). A skater's value is how many standard deviations above or below the league he sits, summed across the five and weighted: goals carry the most freight, then assists and power-play points, then shot volume, then plus/minus. Ice time is folded in on top as a role weight, because first-line minutes are the single best predictor of everything else.

WHY FIVE AND NOT SIX. Most published hockey rankings quote hits and blocked shots. Ours do not, and we would rather tell you why than pretend. Our season database, the same one that grades every projection on FantasyDailies, carries goals, assists, power-play goals and assists, shots, plus/minus, ice time, and the full goaltending line. It does not carry hits or blocked shots. We could have guessed at those two columns; guessing is how a ranking quietly becomes fiction. So the model scores what we can actually measure and says so out loud. If your league counts hits and blocks heavily, shade the bangers up a round yourself, Tom Wilson, Brady Tkachuk, Kiefer Sherwood, and know that everything else on this board is measured, not imagined.

POSITION SCARCITY, BUILT IN. Every skater is scored twice: once against the whole league, once against his own position, blended 55/45. This matters more in hockey than in any other sport. Without it, defensemen drown under forward shot volume and the board tells you to wait on the blue line, which is exactly the wrong advice in a season this deep in defensemen. With it, the engine put Evan Bouchard sixth, Cale Makar eighth and Zach Werenski ninth on its own, without a human touching the order.

THE GOALIE MODEL. Netminders are scored on their own scale, wins, shutouts, save percentage weighted by the shots actually faced, and goals-against average inverted, then mapped onto the skater scale so the board reads as one list. Volume is the point: a .910 across sixty starts beats a .918 across thirty, every time, and the model prices the crease share rather than the reputation.

THE SITUATION LAYER. The math above is last season. The layer on top is this one: adjustments for the traded, the injured, the suspended and the returning. Players who missed 2025-26 entirely are not in the database at all, so they ride a seed line from their last healthy season, and every seed, rookie or returner, is capped at 75 percent of the best measured score on the board. An estimate may never outrank production we actually recorded. Every adjustment prints as the player's tag; nothing hides inside the machine.

THE 15.9 GRADE. In season, the same engine logs a projection before every slate and grades it after the horn. Those graded rows feed back into these rankings as the year goes on. This book is the launch board; the living version runs at FantasyDailies.com, re-cut as the season grades it.
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The Offseason That Moved the League
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The Tkachuk household plays home games together now: Brady was traded to Florida, joining Matthew, Sam Reinhart and Aleksander Barkov on a forward wall that has no precedent in the salary-cap era. Somebody's shot share shrinks; the capsule says whose.

Gavin McKenna, the No. 1 overall pick, is a Toronto Maple Leaf, skating into a lineup with Matthews and Nylander. Toronto's retool didn't stop there: Sergei Bobrovsky takes the crease on a three-year deal after a .877 season, and Darren Raddysh runs the point. Four new draftable Leafs in one summer.

Quinn Hughes was dealt to Minnesota, where the league's best puck-mover now quarterbacks for Kaprizov and Boldy with Jesper Wallstedt behind him in net. Overnight, the Wild became a top-five fantasy environment.

The goalie carousel spun hard: Markstrom to Florida, Bobrovsky to Toronto, Wedgewood holding Colorado's net, Wallstedt taking Minnesota's, Ullmark in Ottawa, Carter Hart resurfacing in Vegas, John Gibson in Detroit. In a short camp, half these creases are still being decided, the news wire matters more in net than anywhere on the board.

Washington reloaded around a returning Alex Ovechkin, adding Alex Tuch and Jordan Kyrou to a room where Logan Thompson just became a top-five fantasy goalie. Artemi Panarin took his hundred-point pedigree to Los Angeles. Pavel Dorofeyev's goals moved to Broadway. Bowen Byram joined Chicago, where Patrick Kane came home, and Connor Bedard opens the year on the injury list.

Macklin Celebrini made it a Big Five: 115 points as a sophomore in San Jose puts him on the top line of every draft board with McDavid, MacKinnon, Kucherov and Draisaitl. And Andrei Vasilevskiy comes off a Vezina as the first goalie taken, same as it ever was.
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What the Machine Saw
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Every rank in this book was placed by the engine, not by a person. When a machine builds a board it disagrees with the room in ways worth explaining, so here are the calls it made that will look strange on draft night, and why we are printing them anyway.

DARREN RADDYSH, ELEVENTH OVERALL. The loudest call on the board. Raddysh put up first-pair production last season and now runs the power play for a Toronto team with Matthews, Nylander and the No. 1 pick. The engine sees elite defenseman scoring on a top unit and prices it accordingly. He will be available rounds later than this in most drafts.

NICK SUZUKI TENTH AND MARTIN NECAS TWELFTH. Two centers the market treats as very good and the machine treats as elite. Suzuki has quietly become a complete category contributor in Montreal; Necas cashed a career year in Colorado next to MacKinnon and keeps the same job.

EVGENI MALKIN AT THIRTY-FOUR AND SIDNEY CROSBY AT FIFTY. The engine does not read birth certificates, it reads production, and both Penguins are still producing at a level the board respects. We have tagged Crosby for age; we have not discounted the numbers.

AUSTON MATTHEWS SIXTY-SIXTH, MITCH MARNER SIXTY-FIFTH. The machine is not impressed by name value coming off down seasons in changed situations. Both are fine picks in the fifth round. Neither is a second-rounder on measured production.

THE GOALIE ORDER. Scott Wedgewood at thirty-one, ahead of Vasilevskiy at fifty-five, is the engine paying
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