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The league of chillis

Chilli heat is measured on the Scoville Scale, which
is based on the number of drops of water required to
make the taste of chilli undetectable. The measurement
is expressed in SHU (Scoville Heat Units) and ranges
from the innocuous bell pepper to the eye-watering,
ambulance-calling Trinidad Moruga Scorpion




Serrano, some chipotle
10,000–23,000

Cayenne, ají, tabasco,
some chipotle
30,000–50,000

Thai, malagueta, chiltepin, pequin
50,000–100,000

8

Bell pepper
0 (no heat)

Pimento,
pepperoncini
1–500


Anaheim, poblano,
rocotillo
500–2,500

Jalapeño, guajillo,
New Mexican Anaheim,
paprika
2,500–8,000 
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Some habanero, Scotch bonnet, datil,
rocoto, Jamaican hot, African birdseye
100,000–350,000

Red savina, some habanero
350,000–580,000

Naga jolokia
855,000–1,050,000

Dorset Naga (used in one of the world’s
hottest curries ‘The Bombay Burner’)
1,032,310

Infinity chilli
1,067,286

Naga viper
1,382,118

Trinidad Moruga Scorpion –
current world record holder
2,009,231

Law-enforcement grade
pepper spray used for
crowd control is usually
1,500,000–2,000,000 SHU

9
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Faster than the speed
of sound

Some of the fastest speed records from 1899 to the present
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200kph / 124.2mph

400kph / 248.5mph

600kph / 372.8mph

92.8kph / 57.7mph Jeantaud, 4  March 1899

105.9kph / 65.8mph Jenatzy,   29 April 1899


120.8kph / 75.1mph Serpollet, 13  April 1902


124.1kph / 77.1mph Mors, 17  November 1902


147kph / 91.4mph Ford, 12  January 1904


156.5kph / 97.3mph Mercedes, 25  May 1904


166.7kph / 103.6mph Gobron-Brillié, 21  July 1904 

168.4kph / 104.7mph Napier, 25  January 1905


176.4kph / 109.6mph Darracq, 30  December 1905


195.7kph / 121.6mph Stanley, 23  January 1906


228.1kph / 141.7mph Benz, 23  April 1911


241.2kph / 149.9mph Packard, 17  February 1919


251.1kph / 156mph Duesenburg, 27  April 1920


275.2kph / 171mph Babs,   28 April,1926


328kph / 203.8mph Sunbeam, 29  March 1927
  


334kph / 207.6mph Triplex, 22  April 1928 


372.3kph / 231.4mph Golden Arrow, 11  March 1929
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1,233.7kph / 766.6mph
Thrust SSC. 15 October 1997

1,001.7kph / 622.4mph Blue Flame, 
                                     23 October 1970 

966.6kph / 600.6mph Spirit of America Sonic 1, 
                                   15 November 1965  


927.9kph / 576.6mph Green Monster, 7  November 1965  


847kph / 526.3mph  Spirit of America, 15 October 1964


800kph / 497mph

1,000kph / 621.3mph

1,200kph / 745.6mph


634.4kph / 394.2mph Railton, 16  September 1947

575.3kph / 357.5mph Thunderbolt, 16  September 1938 


484.6kph / 301.1mph Bluebird, 3  September 1935   


665kph / 413.2mph Wingfoot Express, 5  October 1964 



Source: http://phyvax.ir.miami.edu:8001/curtright/lsr_history.html
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Closer to God

The tallest religious statue by country





39.5m (123ft)



39.6m (123ft)


41m (135ft)




43.5m (143ft) 


72m (236ft)

92m (300ft)

Murugan statue
           Malaysia 


Christ The Redeemer
Brazil


Veera Abhaya Anjaneya
Hanuman Swami
India

 Great Standing
Maitreya Buddha
Taiwan


Kailashnath Mahadev
Nepal


Great Buddha
Thailand
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116m (381ft)


128m (420ft)

110m (361ft)




Ushiku Daibutsu
Amitabha Buddha
Japan

Standing Buddha
 Myanmar/Burma


Spring Temple Buddha
China


Human height
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Bottling it

The world’s most expensive 
wine at auction – measured 
by cost (in USD) per 125ml 
glass – and date of auction




A 1787 Chateau Margaux was valued in 1989 at
$500,000 by its owner, New York wine merchant
William Sokolin. He planned to open it at a dinner
at the Four Seasons Hotel. Sadly, he never got to
taste the wine – a waiter knocked over the bottle,
which shattered on the floor. 


His insurance company paid out $225,000
($411,269 adjusted for inflation) or a staggering 
$68,544 per glass (today’s prices).
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$52,500
1985




Chateau Lafitte 1787

$19,500
2011




$16,667
2006




Chateau Yquem 1787

Chateau Yquem 1787

$10,417
2000




$8,667
2001




$7,833
2007




$7,683
2004




Screaming Eagle
Cabernet 1992 

Massandra 1775 

Chateau Mouton-
Rothschild 1945  

Penfolds Grange
Hermitage 1951

$6,329
2006




$5,167
2006




$5,000
2006




$4,750
2001




$3,833
1997




Cheval Blanc
1947 

Royal DeMaria
2000

Chateau Mouton-
Rothschild 1945 

Montrachet 1978
Domaine de la
Romanée-Conti 

Chateau Mouton-
Rothschild 1945
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Nobel writers

The winners of the Nobel Prize for Literature, 
grouped by the age they were when they won
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Source: www.nobelprize.org
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Better than receiving?

The top 20 countries in terms of charitable donations
according to the World Giving Index. The percentage
score is based on money given, volunteering time and
help given to a stranger




Guyana  45%


Malta  45%


Qatar  45%


Denmark  46%


Iceland  47%


Liberia  47%


Nigeria  47%


Hong Kong  49%


Morocco  48%




Turkmenistan  47%
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Laos  50%


USA  60%




Ireland  59%




UK  57%


New Zealand 57%


Australia  58%




Canada  54%


Netherlands  54%




Sri Lanka 51%


Thailand  51%




Source: Charities Aid Foundation – www.cafonline.org and Gallup
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Couch potatoes

Average time spent viewing TV a day in 
hours and minutes




4:24


8:21

4:24

4:00

USA


Hungary


Greece




3:54


3:48


Poland


Japan


Canada




3:48


3:46


Turkey


Spain


UK




3:25


3:45


3:32


Germany


France


Portugal


3:17
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New Zealand


Czech Republic


Slovakia

3:17


3:10


3:09


Denmark

Australia


3:09


3:05


3:05


South Korea




3:05


3:04


2:54


Ireland


Netherlands


Norway


Source: OECD (2011), OECD Communications Outlook 2011, OECD Publishing


2:50

2:25


Finland

Sweden

Austria


2:45
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