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“Don’t Say Palestine is an incisive critique of Western media that illuminates how personal, economic, and political interests compromise the project of journalism and threaten our collective future. The book will infuriate you as much as it will inspire us all to be the change we need.”

—Noura Erakat, author of Confronting Zionism

“Assal Rad brilliantly exposes how Western media does not simply omit or distort reality, but actively creates permissive conditions for genocide through strategic omission, selective visibility, euphemism, and the erasing of Palestinian voices. When those same institutions dictate what can and cannot be said, this is not press freedom but censorship. This is not reporting—it is complicity.”

—Francesca Albanese, UN Special Rapporteur on the Occupied Palestinian Territories

“Amid some of the worst journalistic failures of this century, Assal Rad has consistently done vital work to point out the myriad ways institutional hypocrisy, cowardice, and willful obliviousness work hand in hand with state violence to justify and normalize any manner of atrocity.”

—Omar El Akkad, National Book Award–winning author of One Day, Everyone Will Have Always Been Against This

“Throughout the course of the Gaza Genocide, historian Assal Rad has been a beacon of clarity in a media landscape clouded by lies. In this important new work of media criticism, Rad dissects the biases, distortions, and falsehoods by which press institutions conceal the atrocities of empire—as well as delivering a powerful call for accountability, justice, and truth.”

—Molly Crabapple, author of Here Where We Live Is Our Country

“A poignant reminder of the power of words to normalize, or legitimize, genocide.”

—Yanis Varoufakis, author of Technofeudalism

“Eighty years ago, George Orwell wrote ‘In our time, political speech and writing are largely the defense of the indefensible.’ Assal Rad shows, in painful detail, that in the case of Israel-Palestine, this remains true.”

—Peter Beinart, author of Being Jewish After the Destruction of Gaza

“When so many chose indifference and obfuscation, Rad insists on clarity, honesty, and integrity. . . . A chronicle of depravity and the depraved, and of the operation of cynicism on a grand, dehumanizing scale.”

—Ussama Makdisi, coauthor of Anti-Palestinianism

“Assal Rad in her superb book shows how no other institution is as instrumental in shaping perception like the media, which is not a record of truth-telling but a carefully curated narrative and elaborate system of erasure, euphemism, and deference to power.”

—Raja Shehadeh, National Book Award finalist and author of We Could Have Been Friends, My Father and I




[image: Illustration]




 

 

ALSO BY ASSAL RAD

The State of Resistance:
Politics, Culture, and Identity in Modern Iran




[image: Illustration]




First published in trade paperback in the United States in 2026 by Vintage Books, a division of Penguin Random House LLC, 1745 Broadway, New York, NY 10019.

First published in trade paperback in Great Britain in 2026 by Atlantic Books, an imprint of Atlantic Books Ltd.

Copyright © Assal Rad, 2026

The moral right of Assal Rad to be identified as the author of this work has been asserted by her in accordance with the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act of 1988.

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise, without the prior permission of both the copyright owner and the above publisher of this book.

No part of this book may be used in any manner in the learning, training or development of generative artificial intelligence technologies (including but not limited to machine learning models and large language models (LLMs)), whether by data scraping, data mining or use in any way to create or form a part of data sets or in any other way.

Every effort has been made to trace or contact all copyright holders. The publishers will be pleased to make good any omissions or rectify any mistakes brought to their attention at the earliest opportunity.

Author photograph © Delnaz Rad

10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

A CIP catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library.

Trade Paperback ISBN: 978 1 80546 710 6

E-book ISBN: 978 1 80546 711 3

Printed in Great Britain

Atlantic Books

An imprint of Atlantic Books Ltd

Ormond House

26–27 Boswell Street

London

WC1N 3JZ

www.atlantic-books.co.uk

Product safety EU representative: Authorised Rep Compliance Ltd., Ground Floor,
71 Lower Baggot Street, Dublin, D02 P593, Ireland. www.arccompliance.com




 

 

To Delnaz, for reminding me to turn on the light




CONTENTS

Prologue: Why I Correct Headlines

Chapter 1: When Dehumanization Becomes Standard



	I.

	Rationalizing Atrocities




	II.

	Selective Justice: The West’s Misleading Narrative of Palestine




	III.

	Iraq as a Precedent: The Death of Accountability




	IV.

	The Language of Dehumanization




	V.

	Narration and the Power to Define Events




	Chapter 2: Gaza Shattered the Myth of the Rules-Based Order

	 




	I.

	The Double Standard Doctrine




	II.

	Joe Biden Was Always Israel’s Partner in Crime




	III.

	The Biden Administration Facilitated Genocide




	IV.

	The Failure of the International System




	V.

	The Collapse of Credibility




	Chapter 3: Freedom of the Press Is a Slogan, Not a Policy

	 




	I.

	The Ethos of Journalism




	II.

	This Is Censorship




	III.

	How Western Journalists Failed Their Palestinian Colleagues




	IV.

	The Cost of Silence




	Chapter 4: How the Media Manufactured Consent for Genocide

	 




	I.

	Constructing the Gaza Narrative




	II.

	Starvation as a Weapon of War




	III.

	The Unprecedented Killing of Aid Workers




	IV.

	Destroying Gaza’s Health-Care System




	V.

	The So-Called Ceasefire




	VI.

	Destruction by Design, Not Disaster




	Chapter 5: Responsibility and Reckoning

	 




	I.

	The Press as Power




	II.

	Refusing to Call It What It Is: Genocide




	III.

	Lessons from the Gaza Genocide




	 

	Acknowledgments




	 

	Notes








[image: Illustration]




PROLOGUE

Why I Correct Headlines

In May 2021, I was reading the news on my phone when a headline stopped me, not because it shocked me, but because it carried the familiar tone that Western media outlets have perfected in constructing their narrative of Palestine. The article was about Palestinians being forced out of their homes in East Jerusalem. I remember pausing, then rereading the headline and subhead to take in the careful linguistic choices and the essential information that was missing. As a historian of the region, I was not surprised to see the way the media reflected the official account of their country’s foreign policy positions.

The headline used the word “evictions,” which suggested paperwork, municipal procedure, and real estate disputes. It did not say that East Jerusalem is recognized under international law as occupied Palestinian territory and that these expulsions were just another episode in a long history of forced displacement and land theft. This history was not denied outright, but it was laundered to erase Israeli violence and Palestinian victimhood. The language was softened enough to dull its meaning, referring to “contested neighborhoods” instead of “occupation,” saying “to remove” rather than “to ethnically cleanse.” These word choices were no accident.

I found myself mentally rewriting it, inserting the missing context, restoring the agency and violation that had been carefully edited out. What would happen, I wondered, if the headline actually said what was happening? If it distinguished the occupier and the occupied? So, I decided to make those changes. I took a screenshot, crossed out the problematic language, made my edits in red, and posted it. I did not expect a strong reaction. But as the post gained traction and the image spread, I realized it could do more than correct headlines. It offered a way to expose how reality itself had been slanted to fit our political ecosystem.1

This work only became more pertinent as the genocide in Gaza unfolded starting in October 2023. Previous studies have examined how so-called papers of record like The New York Times have long distorted stories about the Palestinian struggle to serve the policy objectives of the U.S. and Israeli governments.2 However, because the Gaza Genocide was live-streamed to our devices, the gap between reality and its media representation became undeniable. The same euphemisms and omissions I had once corrected with some public engagement were now visible to anyone comparing what they were watching in real time with what they were reading in the news. The scale of Israel’s violence in Gaza laid bare the hypocrisies of the Western world and the anti-Palestinian bias that drives public discourse in a manner that was undeniable.

[image: New York Times headline “Evictions in Jerusalem Become Focus of Israeli-Palestinian Conflict” edited to read “Forced Expulsions in Jerusalem Become Focus of Palestinian Struggle”, with first paragraph of text also edited to emphasise Israeli actions.]

For years, mainstream media have helped normalize Israeli occupation and cruelty against Palestinians, with carefully chosen language, to construct a narrative that suited Israeli talking points and the Western governments that repeated them. By adopting frameworks that obscure Israel’s decades-long military occupation, its blockade of Gaza, and its apartheid policies, Western media normalized war crimes and helped maintain the illusion of Israel’s perpetual victimhood. Worse still, they used euphemistic language and misleading narratives to dilute public understanding of international law and immunize Israel from accountability in order to justify the worst crime against humanity: genocide.

I spent more than two years tracking, documenting, and analyzing Western media’s coverage of the genocide in Gaza. My goal was not to nitpick headlines or play semantic games. It is to show how language is used as a weapon to obscure and sanitize. When indiscriminate bombing is called “targeted strikes,” a policy of starvation is described as a “humanitarian challenge,” and genocide is reframed as “self-defense,” these linguistic choices are not accidental. They are political decisions that determine whose lives count and whose deaths are permissible.

Headlines matter because people often do not read beyond them. People regularly consume headlines, social media posts, push notifications, and news sound bites passively while scrolling on their phones or seeing a news ticker in the background of their daily lives. This everyday intake then becomes the language entrenched in the public mind. Most people do not follow specific events closely or have expertise, and articles are often behind a paywall. Thus, what is passively consumed from the news media, combined with popular culture and political discourse, is crucial in influencing public opinion. The words chosen in those headlines—especially in outlets seen as objective or authoritative—affect how the public understands global events. That polling among Americans often shows a gap between the reality on the ground and their knowledge of the facts speaks to the way information is presented to them.*

If the truth were plainly stated—that a U.S.-backed ally is carrying out mass atrocities against a besieged civilian population—it might provoke outrage, demands for accountability, and a crisis of legitimacy for U.S. foreign policy. But if the story is blurred—if Israel is abstracted, Palestinians are dehumanized, and a war crime like starvation is rendered as an unfortunate emergency of “malnutrition”—then the machinery of consent can continue to function.3

Of course, not all coverage was bad, and this is not a case against individual journalists, many of whom did excellent and essential reporting. Instead, the central point of this book is to look at the overall narrative construction and an institutional media ecosystem that whitewashed Israel’s genocide against Palestinians.

[image: New York Times headline “What Malnutrition Has Done to Gaza's Children” edited to read “What Israel's Deliberate Starvation Has Done to Gaza’s Children”.]

Coverage like that of the horrific case of five-year-old Hind Rajab in early 2024, which lacked emotive language to lessen the impact of Israel’s actions, provides a striking example of this tendency. Even the killing of Hind, a child trapped in a car surrounded by her dead relatives, calling for help for hours before she too was killed by Israeli fire, was reported with clinical detachment. The story made headlines, but the language drained it of outrage, even though Hind’s car was riddled with more than three hundred bullets fired by an Israeli tank at close range, the medics who were sent to save her were also killed, and she was left to die alone in absolute terror.4 There were no words like “massacre” or “murder” to describe this monstrosity. Headlines from major outlets like The New York Times, CNN, and the BBC simply stated that Hind was “found dead,” without bothering to name her killer.5

[image: BBC News headline “Hind Rajab, 6, found dead in Gaza days after phone calls for help”, with a photo of a smiling young girl wearing a flower headband and necklace.]

[image: Tweet from Assal Rad reading “No matter how desperately they avoid saying her name and naming her killer, we won't forget the story of Hind Rajab”, above four screenshots from BBC and France 24 among others, with headlines about a film depicting the killing receiving a standing ovation at the Venice Film Festival.]

The story of Hind Rajab was so appalling that it inspired a film, The Voice of Hind Rajab, directed by Kaouther Ben Hania, which used the haunting recording of her call with rescue workers in which she pleaded for help. Headlines about the movie, like the incident itself, left out her killer and even her name.6

As press freedom groups decried Israel as the biggest killer of journalists—having killed more journalists since October 2023 than any other country on record since 1992*—respected international agencies like UNICEF stated that a “whole classroom of children” was being killed every day in Gaza,*7 and when we reached major death toll milestones, legacy media often underreported or erased Israel from their headlines to shield it from responsibility.†8

[image: New York Times headline “Lived Ended in Gaza” edited to read “30,000 Palestinians Killed in Gaza”, with the body of the article also annotated to emphasise Israeli accountability.]

When Israeli officials openly stated their intention to occupy Gaza, Western media used euphemisms like “Israeli presence” and “open-ended control” to sanitize occupation.9 The media’s complicity in Gaza, however, came at a time when people were no longer reliant solely on legacy media for information.

Before intensified content censorship, shadow banning, and platform restructuring that happened in the wake of public shifts in opinion about Israel, social media feeds were flooded with images and videos recorded by Palestinians in Gaza themselves. For more than two years, anyone with a social media account could wander into a constant stream of unedited glimpses of apocalyptic destruction, mass slaughter, and helpless civilians being carpet-bombed with nowhere safe to go. People watched entire apartment buildings collapse, neighborhoods flattened, hospitals blown up, doctors documenting overflowing hospitals with the injured and dead spread across the floor, children’s limbs amputated without anesthetics, press vehicles targeted, bodies torn to shreds, entire families buried in rubble, and so much more.

With social media, smartphones, and the brave work of Palestinian journalists on the ground, the world watched what was happening with their own eyes. Platforms like Twitter/X, TikTok, and Instagram brought these raw scenes directly to millions of phones around the world. This is exactly why these platforms came under mounting legal and political pressure, triggering increased content suppression and restrictions, and even the forced sale of TikTok, in which the platform’s U.S. operations were restructured and came under the control of U.S. investors with a history of support for Israel.10 These shifts raise urgent questions about what kinds of content will continue to be visible and what more might be suppressed in years to come.

I corrected media headlines throughout the Gaza Genocide to illustrate how a simple change in tone or structure, and the elimination or addition of a few words—sometimes only one word—changed the way the story was being told. It was also meant to show that the way it was being told—to defend Israel’s actions and minimize the cruelties Palestinians endured—was a deliberate choice that echoed the official positions of Western governments. Gaza destroyed whatever credibility remained— albeit tenuous—in the Western-led global order and its lauded notions of a free press.

Media coverage on Palestine: What are problematic patterns?

• Lack of attribution to Israel: Many Western headlines covering air strikes, blockades, and other atrocities in Gaza fail to mention Israel as the actor behind them.

• Not naming the victims: The media often fail to use the word “Palestinian” to identify the victims of Israel’s atrocities in Gaza, even though the victims are Palestinian.

• Dehumanizing language: The words used to describe Israelis versus Palestinians are often different, leading to the dehumanization of Palestinians. For example, Israeli soldiers are labeled “hostages,” while Palestinian children detained without charge are labeled “prisoners.”

• Avoiding criminalizing language: The media whitewash Israeli crimes by avoiding specific language that describes what Israel is doing, such as “genocide,” “occupation,” “war crime,” and “ethnic cleansing.”

• Normalizing war crimes: By presenting Israeli actions—such as targeting hospitals, killing journalists, and using starvation as a weapon of war— as the application of pressure tactics or in pursuit of valid targets, the media are helping normalize war crimes. For example, headlines that legitimize Israel striking a hospital or school by stating it was “targeting Hamas,” even as civilians are killed.

• “Israel says”: Repeating Israeli statements or talking points: The media often uncritically repeat statements from Israeli officials and the Israeli military as fact, despite repeated cases of Israel being caught in lies, ICC arrest warrants for Israeli war crimes, and the global consensus that Israel is committing genocide.

• Casting doubt on Palestinians: While treating Israeli statements as fact, the media treat Palestinian sources with suspicion. You can see this in the media’s use of “Hamas-run” to cast doubt on Gaza’s death toll as well as every institution in Gaza.

• Underreporting: In some cases, the media simply avoid reporting news that paints Israel in a poor light. There is little to no coverage of such news, and if it is published, it has fewer posts on their social media platforms and is not often sent as a push notification to raise public awareness.

• Separating issues: By using terms like “Gazans” and “West Bank residents,” the media present issues of Palestinian liberation and Israel’s long history of occupation and apartheid as disconnected. In reality, all of the abuses Palestinians endure—whether in Gaza, the occupied West Bank, or East Jerusalem— are related and must be contextualized as part of Israel’s broad policies against Palestinians and Palestine. Though they are unique identities and experiences, the media’s separation is misleading.

As of this writing, the Gaza Genocide continues under the banner of a “ceasefire.” Israel still occupies the territory, the daily mass killing in Gaza has lessened, but Palestinian death has been normalized to the point that smaller-scale killing often goes unreported, all as aid and reconstruction are obstructed. Accurate death toll numbers are difficult to produce due to relentless bombardment, the collapse of medical and administrative systems, and the inability to recover thousands of bodies trapped beneath the rubble. The current official death toll, according to the Gaza Health Ministry, is 71,660, with more than 171,000 injured.11 These figures are widely understood to be undercounts; epidemiological studies and analysis suggest that the true death toll—including indirect deaths caused by hunger, disease, and destruction of the health-care system—may ultimately reach into hundreds of thousands.12

Despite every sickening image, every piece of evidence, every report, Israel continues to act with total impunity, and the future of Gaza—and Palestinians as a whole—remains uncertain. What will come to pass will be written in history books. But the stories of Palestinians must also be told, not just as numbers and statistics and not as victims alone, but also as a people whose struggle for freedom transcends borders and generations. The stories of the people we came to know and can never forget, like Hind Rajab, Anas Al-Sharif, Khaled Nabhan and his granddaughter Reem, and so many others. As well as the stories of those yet unnamed, buried in the rubble, waiting for their just peace.

This book is a small contribution to that historical record. It is not a comprehensive history of Palestine or Gaza. For that, readers should turn to works such as The Hundred Years’ War on Palestine by Rashid Khalidi, The Question of Palestine by Edward Said, The Biggest Prison on Earth by Ilan Pappé, or Justice for Some by Noura Erakat, to name a few. However, it is an indictment of the officials who used their power to aid a genocide, and a reckoning for the institutions that were ineffective in stopping the carnage they were built to prevent.

Rather than beginning with Gaza, we begin with another moment in recent memory in which public trust in Western media was broken: when propaganda was presented as fact in order to justify the 2003 invasion of Iraq. We then go to the administration that was at the heart of making the Gaza Genocide possible, with its material and diplomatic support and narrative cover: the Biden administration. Its established bias was a precursor of things to come, which was unconditional support for any Israeli action and obfuscation to shield it from accountability. Western media mirrored this doublespeak, then amplified it, making war crimes not just possible but more difficult for the public to understand. Some events—like the Flour Massacre, the double-tap strike on Nasser Hospital, the discovery of medics buried in a grave with their ambulances, shooting aid seekers—will appear more than once in these pages, because each retelling exposes a different aspect of what happened.

Though it is not yet widely employed in mainstream discussions, the term “Gaza Genocide” is used here deliberately, precisely because it names the very phenomena under scrutiny. Naming the systematic violence and deprivation Israel carried out against Palestinians in Gaza marks its place in history. This book calls out the Gaza Genocide both to enshrine its memory for generations to come and to refuse the erasure or rewriting of that history. Finally, this book is a call to demand justice. Especially for those of us in the West, whose governments are responsible, it is our duty to speak out and rebuild. After we have failed them so profoundly, it is the very least we can do for Palestinians, who were always owed the basic rights of safety and dignity,* regardless of the incredible resilience they have been forced to show in the face of unspeakable horror.



* Specific polling information will be discussed later in the book. Here I wanted to make a note to highlight the importance of how the media portray events and its influence on public thinking.

* In December 2025, the Committee to Protect Journalists stated that Israel killed more journalists since October 2023 “than have been killed by any other nation since CPJ began keeping records in 1992.” Despite the gravity and stunning nature of this statement from CPJ, it generated sparse coverage in Western media outlets. Committee to Protect Journalists (@pressfreedom), X/Twitter, Dec. 10, 2025, x.com/pressfreedom/status/1998842532818461066.

* In another example of underreporting, a statement like this from UNICEF was not treated as headline news.

† When the death toll in Gaza surpassed thirty thousand in early March 2024, The New York Times ran a headline that read, “Lives Ended in Gaza.”

* Palestinians, like all peoples, have the right to self-determination and other fundamental rights that are not contingent on displays of resilience or suffering. For more, see Mohammed El-Kurd’s Perfect Victims, which challenges the idea that Palestinians must perform “perfect victimhood” to be seen as deserving of liberation and empathy.




CHAPTER 1

When Dehumanization Becomes Standard

I. Rationalizing Atrocities

As a society, we often reflect on historic human brutalities with dismay. Questions like “How could they let that happen?” or “How were people okay with it?” are raised in a manner that implies such cruelties would not be permissible today. Yet the world watched in horror as Israel’s most devastating assault on the besieged Gaza Strip to date unfolded with nightmarish scenes of entire neighborhoods reduced to rubble, children pulled lifeless from the debris, and parents cradling shrouded bodies too small for graves.

By January 2026, the official death toll had surpassed seventy-one thousand, the majority of whom were civilians.1 According to researchers, these figures significantly undercount the actual death toll in Gaza.2 The evidence of atrocity was not only overwhelming, it was broadcast in real time by Palestinian journalists who remained on the ground, often until they themselves were killed by Israeli forces. And yet much of the Western media refused to name what was unfolding: a genocide.3

Instead, we were told this was a “war” against Hamas, a “response” to the attacks of October 7, a part of the “conflict” between Israel and Palestinians—whose land Israel has illegally occupied for decades. The headlines echoed official Israeli and U.S. talking points nearly word for word. When entire families were wiped out, the language softened the crime: Israel said it was targeting Hamas. When children starved due to deliberate aid blockages, the narrative focused on logistics, not policy. Hospitals were not obliterated; they were caught in cross fire. All the while, Palestinian lives were rendered abstract, conditional, and unworthy of the same humanity as Israeli lives.

But this is not a book seeking to prove what is known to be true and what most of the world knows to be true. This is a book about how it was allowed to happen. This book is a study in how narrative shapes reality. It is not simply about media bias. It is about the weaponization of language to justify the most heinous of crimes. It is about how a self-styled free press became complicit in silencing the truth and shielding power. It is about how the media, rather than holding those in power accountable, became a vital part of the machinery that enabled genocide. It is about how Western media manufactured consent* for Israel’s genocide against Palestinians.

To understand how this happened, we must first recognize the long history of how Palestine has been framed in Western thinking—not as a nation seeking liberation and self-determination, but as a problem to be managed. For decades, Western media have largely repeated the framing of Israel as a liberal democracy defending itself, and Palestinians as either obstacles to peace or threats to be neutralized. Long before the events of October 2023, this framing laid the groundwork for what would come. Israel’s actions were always couched in the language of self-defense, no matter the scale of violence; Palestinian resistance, even nonviolent protest,*4 was criminalized or erased. Palestinians were described not as people with rights under international law but as figures in a security narrative dictated by Israeli and American priorities.

This is not new. Of course, there is the centuries-old history of Western colonialism in the Middle East and the language of Orientalism† that was used to reinforce and justify the existing power imbalances, rooted in the exploitation of regional peoples. However, recent history may provide a more familiar case to illustrate this larger pattern. The invasion of Iraq in 2003 offers a useful precedent. Then, too, we were told stories about weapons of mass destruction (WMDs) that did not exist and about liberating people who would suffer far more after U.S. intervention. The media, instead of interrogating the narrative, laundered it. The result was a war that killed hundreds of thousands of people*5 and destabilized an entire region. Then as now, consent was manufactured—not by flagrant censorship, but by selective storytelling, by privileging the voices of the powerful, by embedding with soldiers, which shaped the coverage, and by suppressing inconvenient truths.

In the case of the Gaza Genocide, the foundation had already been laid for its rationalization through years of political rhetoric that was unequivocally pro-Israel and media coverage that followed suit. The media were able to manufacture consent in real time and understate Israel’s atrocities by tapping into existing narratives and relying on the public to accept them without question. The only kink in their plan was the courageous work of Palestinian journalists and social media platforms, which showed the world the reality of Israel’s unprecedented slaughter in Gaza.

II. Selective Justice: The West’s Misleading Narrative of Palestine

Even before the Gaza Genocide, the Western narrative of Palestine—led by the United States, which is both the most powerful state in the world and Israel’s largest funder and supporter—had largely focused on Israel’s exclusive rights while relegating Palestinian rights to an afterthought. We are all familiar with the now-ubiquitous language of “Israel has a right to exist” and “Israel has the right to defend itself,” which Western officials use to deflect questions about Israel’s actions or the plight of Palestinian people. Yet Western officials never acknowledge that Palestine has a right to exist and that Palestine has a right to defend itself, denying Palestinians the same protections enshrined in international law. In fact, when reporters pushed the Biden administration on the Palestinian right to self-defense, the State Department spokesman Matthew Miller refused to acknowledge that Palestinians have such a right.*

They often get away with this by using legal language to create a paradox for Palestinians, wherein Palestinian statehood is denied and, because no official Palestinian state exists, they are deprived of the same rights afforded to other nations. Miller demonstrated this absurdity during a press briefing in November 2024, when reporters questioned the Biden administration’s selective support for the warrant issued by the International Criminal Court (ICC) against the Russian president, Vladimir Putin, versus warrants for Israeli officials, which had been issued on November 21, 2024, “for crimes against humanity and war crimes.”6 Miller’s response boiled down to the fact that Ukraine is a sovereign state, but “there is no sovereign state of Palestine.”7

Israel has intentionally thwarted8 Palestinian statehood—with help from the United States, which refuses to recognize a Palestinian state despite overwhelming international support9—to create such a paradox, while feigning interest in the “peace process.” All the while, Israel’s expansion of illegal settlements continues unabated,10 Palestinians are subjected to apartheid11 and other mistreatment under Israel’s decades-long military occupation, and Palestinians are given no legal recourse to address this injustice.

Zealous support of Israel in the West, especially in the United States, goes unquestioned, whereas being critical of Israel can be seen as a political liability.12 The language of “unconditional support” that is commonly used to describe the U.S. relationship with Israel is plainly an extremist position, effectively saying the United States will support Israel no matter what it does, even if it is committing a genocide. Such a statement also defies international and U.S. domestic law, which prohibits aid and weapons being supplied to a state committing gross human rights abuses.13

At the same time, anti-genocide advocates and pro-Palestine voices are forcibly silenced, raising questions about the values of liberty and freedom Western states claim to espouse. In the United States, campus protests were brutally repressed in the spring of 2024, under the Democratic Joe Biden administration.14 This chilling effect on basic constitutional rights like speech and protest continued under the Republican administration of President Trump.15 In Europe—especially in the U.K.16 and Germany,17 which vociferously support Israel’s actions despite the flagrant violations of international norms—human rights groups and experts have raised concerns over the suppression of pro-Palestine advocacy, targeting of free speech, and arresting of protesters.18

For their part, legacy media have played the role of stenographers through all of this. Rather than challenging such repression of freedoms, questioning the legality of U.S. policy vis-à-vis Israel, or presenting the Palestinian perspective with any sense of balance, the mainstream media have acted as the propaganda wing of Western and Israeli governments. Moreover, the media’s tendency to compartmentalize the Palestinian cause into separate issues based on their geography influences public perception and understanding. Though treated as distinct concerns, the Gaza Strip, the West Bank, and East Jerusalem are all Palestinian territories under Israeli occupation. They are inextricably tied together through the struggle for Palestinian statehood.

The right of return for Palestinian refugees expelled in the Nakba of 1948 and the 1967 war, as well as their descendants, is also part of the broader story of Palestinian identity and liberation. There can be no “peace in the Middle East,” as Western states led by the United States profess to care for, without Palestinian liberation. There can be no Palestinian liberation without Palestinian people and their homeland. Yet Western narratives rarely question the injustice of denying Palestinians the right of
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Venice ovation fuels hopes for Gaza
girLfitm to reach global audience
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Hind Rajab, 6, found
dead in Gaza days after
phone calls for help
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30,000 Palestinians Killed
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Israel has killed
i , more than

30,000 people have-been-killed during its
Israelsbombardment and invasion.

Here are some of their stories.
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