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The subject of the Rapture is one of the most discussed and most misunderstood subjects in the whole of Christian teaching. Many believers have heard the word rapture their entire lives without ever being shown plainly where it comes from in scripture, what it truly means, and how it is meant to be lived out even now.

This book was first written to simply lay out the doctrine of the rapture as it is found in scripture. In this expanded edition I want to go further. I want to show that the rapture is not only a future physical event that we wait for passively. It is also, even now, a present spiritual reality that is already at work in every believer who is genuinely in Christ.

The central passage that anchors this new emphasis is 2 Corinthians 5:16 to 21. Paul tells us plainly that if any man is in Christ he is a new creature, old things have passed away and all things have become new. This is not simply poetic language. It is a description of a real spiritual transference that happens the moment a person is genuinely born again. The old man, with his old citizenship, old nature and old destiny, is caught away. A new man, with a new citizenship in heaven, a new nature and a new destiny, is put in his place.

I believe that the physical rapture, the day when the dead in Christ shall rise and we who are alive shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, is simply the outward and visible completion of something that has already taken place inwardly in every true believer. Those who are already spiritually raptured, already hidden in Christ, already reckoned dead to this present evil age, are the very ones who will be found ready when the physical rapture comes. The one is the seed of the other.

This is why this book is not simply a doctrinal outline. It is a call to readiness and holy living. It is not enough to know the theology of the rapture. We must be found, day by day, as new creatures who are no longer walking after the flesh, ambassadors of Christ, ministers of reconciliation. That is the posture of a people who are ready to meet the Lord in the air, because in truth we have already, in spirit, begun to.

I want to thank you, the reader, for taking up this study with me. My prayer is that as you read you will not simply gain information about a future event but that you will present yourself again to the Lord as a new creature, reconciled to God, and that this reality will be sealed and confirmed in your heart before you ever get to the last page.

May God give us more grace to understand and to live out this great truth. Amen.
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The subject of the Rapture is something that shows the greatness of the power of God. When it takes place, it will be the single greatest event in all of human history after the death, burial and resurrection of Christ Himself.

It will be the grandest display of power and the most profound event, marking a change in dispensations from the age of grace, the time of the Gentiles, that we are now enjoying, into a new and final dispensation.

The two major dispensations we have seen in the scriptures are of course the time of the Jews and the current time of the Gentiles. When it was the time of the Jews, God related to His people in an entirely different way to how He deals with us now. Elijah called fire from heaven to destroy his enemies, but when James and John asked to do the same thing, Jesus said they did not know what type of spirit they were of.

God related to these two sets of people in different ways. This difference in how God behaves in a certain time is called a dispensation. We currently are in the dispensation of grace.

Ephesians 3:2 (KJV)

If ye have heard of the dispensation of the grace of God which is given me to you ward:

In the dispensation of the Jews, physical supernatural occurrences are recorded throughout the Bible, like the parting of the Red Sea, the feeding of the children of Israel with manna, the immense physical strength of Samson, Joshua commanding the sun and moon to stand still and so on.

We do not see God interacting with the apostles in that same way. Yes, the apostles of the Bible had great power, but it was a different type of power. The apostles moved in great healings and deliverance. In the Old Testament we see no one at all having a demon cast out of them, because God was not doing that in the dispensation of the Jews.

For us who are used to the dispensation of grace, we are not used to the concept of God doing literal great physical miracles like this one.

Numbers 16:28, 31 to 33 (BBE)


28 And Moses said, Now you will see that the Lord has sent me to do all these works, and I have not done them of myself.

31 And while these words were on his lips, the earth under them was parted in two;

32 And the earth, opening her mouth, took them in, with their families, and all the men who were joined to Korah, and their goods.

33 So they and all theirs went down living into the underworld, and the earth was shut over them, and they were cut off from among the meeting of the people.


For those who enjoy symbolism in prophecy, please note this event was very literal. The earth literally opened up and swallowed men whole into the underworld. God does not behave like this in the current dispensation. It is not that He does not have the power to do this, but at this time He is displaying His grace for a certain period until our time is done.

When the time of the Gentiles comes to an end, we will move into a final season, and the Jews will again come into full focus in the plan of God.

Luke 21:24 (KJV)

And they shall fall by the edge of the sword, and shall be led away captive into all nations: and Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled.

That is what we see building in the book of Revelation. In that coming time there will once again be physical manifestations like we saw in the time of the Jews.

God currently does not behave the way He is depicted in the prophecies of the future from the Bible, but there is coming a time when that will be common again. With this knowledge we see that much of the prophecy of the end times is literal.

I believe that the beginning of these literal events taking place is the rapture of the church. That will be a manifestation of the power of God in a literal way. But before we speak of that outward and physical manifestation, we need to establish something that Paul makes very plain to us, something that is just as real and, I believe, even more foundational. There is a rapture that has already begun in every true believer, a spiritual rapture, and it is this inward reality that determines whether a person will be ready for the outward one.

2 Corinthians 5:16 to 21 (KJV)


16 Wherefore henceforth know we no man after the flesh: yea, though we have known Christ after the flesh, yet now henceforth know we him no more.

17 Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.

18 And all things are of God, who hath reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ, and hath given to us the ministry of reconciliation;

19 To wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them; and hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation.

20 Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech you by us: we pray you in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to God.

21 For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him.


Notice what Paul is describing here. A man who is in Christ is called a new creature. The old man has passed away. This is not a metaphor for moral improvement. It is a spiritual removal and replacement, an inward catching away of the old nature and citizenship, and the establishing of a new one. This is the pattern of rapture itself in miniature, worked already in the spirit of every believer who is truly in Christ.

In this study we will show what the rapture is, both in its spiritual beginning and its physical completion. We will explain the theology behind these events and we will call every reader, plainly, to walk this out in readiness and holiness. May God give us more grace. Amen.
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Etymology is the study of the origin of words and the way in which their meanings have changed throughout history.

If you look in your Bible right now you will not find the word rapture. We must first begin by explaining where we get this word and what it means before we can show that the whole concept is Biblical.

Rapture is derived from Middle French rapture, via the Medieval Latin raptura, seizure or kidnapping, which derives from the Latin raptus, a carrying off.

The Greek Bible uses the verb form harpagisometha, which means we shall be caught up or taken away, with the connotation that this is a sudden event.

1 Thessalonians 4:17 (BBE)

Then we who are still living will be taken up together with them into the clouds to see the Lord in the air: and so will we be for ever with the Lord.

That phrase taken up in Greek is the word harpagizometha. Since it is harder to pronounce in Greek, for the rest of the study I will just use the word rapture to mean that.

It is worth noting that this same root idea of a sudden seizing or carrying away is present in the language Paul uses for the new birth itself. To be delivered out of one kingdom and translated into another is its own kind of catching away.

Colossians 1:13 (KJV)

Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son:

The word translated there carries the sense of being transferred, carried across, from one place of rule to another. This is the spiritual rapture already spoken of. We were seized out of the kingdom of darkness the moment we were born again, translated into the kingdom of the Son. The physical rapture, when it comes, is simply the completion of a transfer that has already legally and spiritually taken place.
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