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Just by opening our mouths to speak we display the reality of the source of our existence as living human creatures. Our existence is totally wrapped up within the existence of Jesus Christ. Therefore, without Him, we do not and cannot exist. We are held together by the actuality of His existence as clearly summed up in His words, “I am the vine, you are the branches: He that abides in me, and I in him, the same brings forth much fruit: for without me you can do nothing."
We breathe, think, talk, laugh, cry and carry out whatever we are up to in life simply because we are created beings animating our existence. And, to reiterate, that existence springs forth from the source of all things, namely, Jesus Christ.

The impact of this truth is what has given a free rein to the acts of humanity from the beginning, culminating in a history of despicable behaviour by all who walk this earth. The penalty for this was and still is death and eternal suffering from which there is no return. For this reason, it became necessary for the Giver of Life to die a death that would put all to death – for all exist within Him - and then to raise them all back to life when He rose from the dead, past, present and future. 

This meant rebirth to a new life, but only those who willingly, by freedom of choice and through heartfelt repentance, were and are able to avail themselves of this act of salvation.

Why would the answer to all questions be Jesus Christ? Well, if it weren’t for the fact that we “consist” – are held together – by Him and for Him, we would have no questions at all. Can something that does not exist ask any questions?

“For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, and for him: And he is before all things, and by him all things consist.” (Col 1:16,17), and that He is “upholding all things by the word of his power”. (Heb. 1:3)

We are now standing on the threshold of total captivity to the power of the words of The Most High God, which are, “...time no longer.” And to these words we will stand frozen, unable to speak, only to hear either the words, “Well done, thou good and faithful servant:” or the words, “I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.”

It is from this observation platform that we will look at the depravity of the human race in all fields of activity and why that act of redemption on the Cross is our only hope when coming face to face with “time no longer.”

All readers’ questions are about to be answered, not necessarily in any logical chronological order, but in overall view of all aspects of human life as seen against spiritual truth. Consider the content of this book as a series of interwoven articles serving to clearly define humankind’s brief stopover on earth. It will be necessary to be repetitive in content when it comes to the quotation of certain Scripture passages.
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Chapter 1. The Very First Thing Everyone Should Know
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The very first thing that every human being on earth should know and understand, is this:

The expanse of God’s eternal spiritual realm is immeasurable. God created and then ‘inserted’ into his spiritual realm all of the physical celestial bodies, collectively known as the Universe.

Planet Earth is but a pinprick within that Universe. God then created the human race, in His image and after His likeness, to live on that pinprick called earth. He gave the human race stewardship over this speck of dust hurtling around the sun.

“It is I who made the earth and created mankind on it.” (Isaiah 45:12)

God created the physical Universe for one main purpose – to reveal His greatness and for us to experience and appreciate His existence, presence, power and glory. 

Ps 19:1. “The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament shows his handiwork.”

We thus exist in an ‘inserted’ natural realm within God’s spirit realm. It could also be said that we are a physical ‘product’ of God’s eternal spirit realm and we are totally permeated by that realm. We are like a very small bag of groceries (physical) placed inside a very big supermarket trolley (spiritual).

The eternal spirit realm is timeless, but our planet and the entire Universe has a time factor. God knows every thought, word and action taking place on earth from the beginning to the end of His timeline for our planet.

Ps 139:2. Thou knowest my downsitting and mine uprising, thou understandest my thought afar off. 

Ps 139:3. Thou compassest my path and my lying down, and art acquainted with all my ways. 

Ps 139:4. For there is not a word in my tongue, but, lo, O LORD, thou knowest it altogether.

God’s focus of attention is entirely on Planet Earth where He placed his human offspring. There is no human life on any other celestial body anywhere within the vastness of the Universe, that is why our planet is portrayed as God’s footstool. We are God’s number one priority – and He expects us to regard Him as our number one priority.

“Thus saith the LORD, The heaven is my throne, and the earth is my footstool: where is the house that ye build unto me? and where is the place of my rest?” (Isaiah 66:1)

The first man, Adam, plunged the human race into darkness. The second Adam, Jesus Christ - fully human, fully God – came to save us from our fallen state and to return us to the Kingdom of Light.

“To open their eyes, and to turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins, and inheritance among them which are sanctified by faith that is in me.” (Acts 26:18)

Those now in the Light are the God’s wheat of the earth and those still in darkness are the tares under the power of Satan. The tares have very little time left to move to the wheat side of life. 

We’re on the verge of God bringing an end to the present earth and all those who still rebel against Him. The wheat is about to be gathered into a barn for protection and the tares are about to be bound into bundles for burning and transfer to hell.

“Let both grow together until the harvest: and in the time of harvest I will say to the reapers, Gather ye together first the tares, and bind them in bundles to burn them: but gather the wheat into my barn.” (Matt. 13:30)

This event is so close that we can just about touch it. There is hardly any time remaining to even think about it.

“...behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation.” (2Cor 6:2)

We are either in the faith or we are reprobates.
We are told to, “Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith; prove your own selves. Know ye not your own selves, how that Jesus Christ is in you, except ye be reprobates?” (2Cor. 13:5)
“And to you who are troubled rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with his mighty angels, In flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ: Who shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his power;” (2Thess. 1:7-9)

It is clear, KNOWING God and OBEYING the gospel are prerequisites for gaining entrance to the barn. Mere mental ascent will not do it.

“He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me: and he that loveth me shall be loved of my Father, and I will love him, and will manifest myself to him.” (John 14:21)

All of the aforesaid is not rocket science. It is the naked truth of reality now showing in the nearest Bible. 

The world can be likened to a Correctional Institution where every human being has an opportunity to either be corrected or refuse to be corrected, for we are either sons and daughters of God or we are bastards.

Heb. 12:6. For whom the Lord loves he chastens, and scourges every son whom he receives. 

Heb. 12:7. If ye endure chastening, God deals with you as with sons; for what son is he whom the father chastens not? 

Heb. 12:8. But if ye be without chastisement, whereof all are partakers, then are ye bastards, and not sons.
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Chapter 2. Jesus the Christ – God Engaging with Humanity Through a Human Body 
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The mysteries of God are infinitely beyond our comprehension and we can do no more but attempt to interpret what is given us in the Bible concerning any given matter. The deity of Jesus Christ is one such mystery and there is division amongst expositors as to the extent of His deity, that is, the question of whether Jesus was fully man and fully God.  Added to the mystery are the ramifications of the Trinity Doctrine – the existence of three Persons in the Godhead.  

Once we can establish that Jesus existed before He was “sent” to our physical world, the rest will fall into place a lot easier and many a doubter of salvation through Jesus Christ would have absolutely no further grounds for unbelief in His pre-existence as the Son of God.

The Source of All Things .
The predominant realm of existence in the Universe is the eternal spiritual realm. Needless to say, at the helm of this realm is a being known as the Most High God, commonly and reverently referred to as God – a Holy God. It is this Holy God who, by His Word and His Power, brought into existence the physical Universe which, in essence, forms part of the expanse of His spiritual realm, but in physical form and over which He is the Sovereign Owner and Ruler. In other words, the physical Universe belongs to, is permeated by and ruled over by the spiritual force of God’s existence.  
There is a very special place in this physical Universe, called Planet Earth, which God prepared and set aside for habitation by the human race which He created in His image and after His likeness. This human race – the crown of God’s creation - is supposed to be fully conscious of the reality of the existence of God and His sovereignty over all of His creation, because everything there is to know about Him is fully chronicled by God in a Book called, the Bible. But, these human creatures have fallen into a pit of spiritual darkness where they have become blind to the truth of the source of their existence.

God so loved these human creatures He created that He “foreordained before the foundation of the world” that He would send His Word, His “only begotten Son” to set them free, as recorded in Col 1:13-17.

“Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son: In whom we have redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness of sins: Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every creature: For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, and for him: And he is before all things, and by him all things consist.”

This Son, the Word of God, Jesus the Christ, duly fulfilled His mission before returning to the Father and commissioned and empowered all those who would choose to believe in Him to build His Church (the Body of Christ) until the day of His return. The mission of Jesus was to bring about the salvation of God’s beloved human race before He would provide a new heaven and new earth for them.

This then, is the gist of the story of redemption for the human race and a great many have been reconciled to God through the cross of Jesus Christ. 

The Son of God – The Son of Man.
Jesus was foreordained before the foundation of the world to be both the Son of God and the Son of man. We will examine the ‘how’ of it in the sections to follow. 
Firstly, in order to understand, to a certain extent, the fact of the humanity of Jesus we need to take into account the fact that God is not subject to or bound by space, matter and time and that He is omnipotent (infinite in power), omniscient (infinite in knowledge) and omnipresent (infinite in presence). These attributes made it possible for God to have had foreknowledge of everything that has ever happened and will still happen in the spiritual or physical realm He created – all under His control for the fulfilment of His will.

We also have to realise that although we live in the physical realm we are all spiritual beings operating within physical bodies and that God, who is Spirit, is actually observing the spiritual nature of our activities expressed through our flesh as made clear in Gen. 6:3. “And the LORD said, My spirit shall not always strive with man, for that he also is flesh: yet his days shall be an hundred and twenty years.” 

We are “also flesh”, meaning that we are, primarily, spiritual beings. The only way we, as spiritual beings, can live on this earth is through a body of flesh. We, as spirits, actually live in and through our bodies and portray the personality (soul) of our spirit through our body to others, who, of course, are also spiritual beings. The fact that our spirits are living through our bodies is borne out by what we read in 2Cor. 5:10. “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad.”

The “everyone” refers to our spiritual identity and as such we act through our physical bodies, thereby revealing our works, good or bad.

The entire history of the world, from Adam to the new Heaven and new Earth, has already played out in the infinite ambit of God’s realm of existence. God knows every thought; word and deed of every human creature that ever lived or will still live. We could say that God has one single snapshot of the earth’s history and that if we blew up the size of that snapshot to billboard size and then blew up the size of a pinprick spot on that billboard a thousand times and a video was played of what transpired during that period of time, then we would see the history of that particular minute period of time alone, but God has seen the ‘video’ of the entire snapshot, all of which played out beforehand in line with God’s will. Of course, the full measure of God’s attributes and capabilities are totally beyond our comprehension. Man’s puny mind can only speculate as to the awesome greatness of our Almighty God. And we need to be careful not to present our assumptive conjecture as positive truth. 

Predestination.
There is a clear allusion in the Bible to the concept of the predestined fate of every individual on this planet, meaning that God has predetermined who would spend eternity with Him and who would not. If so, would that be fair of God to favour some and condemn others? Well, there is perhaps only one answer to that question. God has given every human creature to enter this planet, a free will. Therefore, if God can see the end from the beginning, then He will know who will use their freedom of choice to either accept or reject Christ as their Saviour. It is, therefore, from this perspective that predestination is a reality - some were chosen to be saved and others condemned from the foundation of the world purely because of God’s foreknowledge. “... According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in love: Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will,...” (Eph 1:4,5)
A great many have heard the Gospel of Jesus, but only those who have believed and have become born again have become the “predestined” chosen ones. “For many are called, but few are chosen.” (Matt. 22:14)

Through God’s omniscience He foreknew who would respond positively to the call through Jesus Christ. Those who choose to be regenerated, therefore, are predestined to grow in Christ. “And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose. For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren.” (Rom. 8:28

It should also be realised that the physical universe is a product of God’s realm – the spirit realm. We, therefore, exist within the spirit realm of God where God’s angels and dark spiritual forces move freely to manipulate the minds of men either for or against the will of God. Of course, God is always in control and His angels, as well as Satan’s forces, are only able to perform to the extent that God allows.

TIME DOES NOT EXIST IN THE SPIRIT REALM, BUT WHEN THE SPIRIT REALM ENGAGES WITH HUMANITY IN THE PHYSICAL REALM, TIME ENTERS THE EQUATION WHERE THE INFLUENCE OF THE SPIRIT REALM SLOWS DOWN IN LINE WITH THE TIME AND SLOW PROCESS OF HUMAN HISTORY AS DICTATED TO BY THE SPIRIT REALM

There is the teaching that nothing happens on earth unless it happens in Heaven first. The fact is that what happened on earth at any time was foreseen in Heaven before the creation of the world and every move of the human race had God’s hand on it. Take, for instance, the advent of Adolph Hitler. Hitler could do nothing beyond what God would allow. So, because of God’s foreknowledge and in that sense, the Hitler saga happened in Heaven first. This principle applies to everything that happens on earth.

It should be borne in mind that we have life only because of God’s Breath of Life in us, “For in him we live, and move, and have our being; as certain also of your own poets have said, For we are also his offspring.” (Acts 17:28 ). If we live and move and have our being within Him, then He certainly knows our every thought and action that we perform.

Now that we have established that all that are saved were predestined to be saved because of God’s foreknowledge, then we can apply the same factor to the existence of the Son of God prior to the Word being incarnated into flesh to live on earth, fully human and fully God. Jesus, as the Word of God, was foreordained to be ‘readied’ as the Son of God before He entered the earth through the womb of a human mother, but He never ceased to be the Word of God on the divine side of his human existence. We note this truth in the following verses of Scripture.

“Father, I will that they also, whom thou hast given me, be with me where I am; that they may behold my glory, which thou hast given me: for thou lovedst me before the foundation of the world.” (John 17:24)

“But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot: Who verily was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in these last times for you,...” (1Peter 1:19,20)

“And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him, whose names are not written in the book of life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world.” (Rev. 13:8)

Therefore, while existing as the Word of God within the triune Godhead, Jesus also held the title and pre-existence as the only begotten Son of God before the foundation of the world, as illustrated in John 1:18. “No man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, he hath declared him.” 

So we see then that, just as we were chosen “before the foundation of the world” so too Jesus, the Word of God, was “foreordained before the foundation of the world...” by the Father to be the Son of God, “but was manifest in these last times for you.”

Jesus repeatedly stated that He was sent of the Father as if He existed as the Son of God prior to being born of a woman, as in the following verses.

“For I came down from heaven, not to do mine own will, but the will of him that sent me.” (John 6:38)

“What and if ye shall see the Son of man ascend up where he was before?” (John 6:62)

God acted from His position in the timeless, borderless expanse of eternity as Himself, His Word (the Son) and His Power (the Holy Spirit) to create the universe. But they are as one God, making up the operative and executive might of the Godhead.

In His image.
Man was the crown of God’s creation (Psalm 8:5) in that man was created in the image of and after the likeness of God. It would appear that God made man to be a very special creature to have the same - but finite - operative ability and encased the spirit of man in a body of flesh for habitation solely on earth and within the realm of time. Likewise, Jesus took up the form of flesh and as such had to be baptised and anointed before commencing His ministry as the Son of man whilst withholding his full power as the Word of God. 
“Although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men. Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross” (Phil. 2:6-8).

If God had to come to earth in the full power of His might, ‘squeezed’ into the body of a human being, all forms of life would simply have incinerated, for nothing can withstand the presence of a Holy God and live. For this reason, He had to ‘suppress’ His attributes in the human body of Jesus. And Jesus could only contain that power because was born without sin, as the “only begotten” Son of God.

As explained earlier, every human being born into this world has to have a spirit in order have consciousness as a living creature. The ‘pilot light’ of that spirit is the Light - Jesus Christ, the very Word of God. This Light is infused by the Breath of Life which ‘kick starts’ the process of life in every human being.

In John 1, verse 1, - referring to Jesus - we read that, “In him was life; and the life was the light of men.” And verse 9 defines the Light. “That was the true Light, which lighteth every man that cometh into the world.” 

Jesus was born into this world and like any human being, He had to have a spirit. And that spirit was His very own Light, infused by His very own Breath of Life. In other words, Jesus had the Spirit of the Godhead in Him – and that made Him God in the flesh. The very source of our Light was now also clothed in flesh and walked among us. The One who created us was now one of us - sent of the Father to reconcile the fallen human race to Him. When a human body dies, the spirit departs and returns to God. Likewise, the Spirit (the Light) that was in Jesus and was Jesus, departed from His human body – for His flesh became sin for us. His deity could not become sin for us. After three days and three nights He raised His human body (now glorified) from the dead.

The proof that Jesus was God in the flesh is contained in His words in John 20:22. “And when he had said this, he breathed on them, and saith unto them, Receive ye the Holy Ghost:” 
Only God can impart the Holy Spirit in this manner.
Jesus, God in the flesh, was born to die as a substitute for the human race that He created and to carry the sin burden of everyone who would repent and believe in Him.

Adam was created in the image and after the likeness of the “three who testify in heaven: the Father, the Word, and the Holy Spirit; and these three are one.”  (1 John 5)

Jesus was not created – He was born as the incarnated, express image of God’s Person – the Word of God made flesh. (Hebrews 1:3)

“For there are three who testify in heaven: the Father, the Word, and the Holy Spirit; and these three are one.” 1 John 5 

The divine side of the man, Jesus, was God’s Word with Holy Spirit power. Thus, God’s Word is God and God’s Spirit is God. And that made Jesus fully God.

Now we will see how Jesus, the Word of God, “the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father” became flesh and imposed a human experience upon His being. The Father was in His human Son, that’s why Jesus said He only did what He saw His Father do or say what His Father said. “For I have not spoken of myself; but the Father which sent me, he gave me a commandment, what I should say, and what I should speak. And I know that his commandment is life everlasting: whatsoever I speak therefore, even as the Father said unto me, so I speak.” (Joh 12:49,50)
Here Jesus was actually saying that He was the Word of God, in that God’s unspoken words (thoughts) were spoken by Him, Jesus.
If Jesus were not born of a woman, to walk the earth fully human, He could not have died on the cross as the sacrificial Lamb of God in place of animal sacrifices as used during Old Testament times. “For the life of the flesh is in the blood; and I have given it to you upon the altar to make atonement for your souls: for it is the blood that maketh atonement by reason of the life.” (Lev.17:11)

It is “by reason of the life” that is in the blood that made it possible for Jesus to become the final and eternal atonement for the sin of man. The blood of Jesus was pure, not tainted by sin. 

If Jesus, the Word of God, merely manifested Himself on earth in the form of a human being without being born here - like angels appeared during Old Testament times - He would not have lived as a human; suffered as a human and neither would He have had the blood in His veins to shed as the final sacrificial Lamb. Moreover, he would have been purely God and as God it would have been impossible for Him to die. It is the human body (flesh) of Jesus that died on the cross and not His deity. “For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit:” (1Peter 3:18)
He needed to be born as a man of flesh, without sin, making it possible for Him to be mediator between God and man, as affirmed in 1Tim. 2:5. “For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus;”
It is the human body (flesh) of Jesus that died, but was made alive by the Spirit of the Father and Christ – for they are one. This is further illustrated in John 10:17,18. “Therefore doth my Father love me, because I lay down my life, that I might take it again. No man taketh it from me, but I lay it down of myself. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again. This commandment have I received of my Father.”

The above verse of scripture is absolutely remarkable. Here we see the union of the human side and the divine side of Jesus expressing a truth. Jesus is laying down His human side (as the sacrificial lamb of God) and His divine side will raise His human side again, never having to restrict His divine attributes again as He did prior to His resurrection. He is now the Lord of lords, the King of kings and will forever remain so.

“Forasmuch then as Christ suffered in the flesh, arm ye yourselves also with the same mind; for he that hath suffered in the flesh hath ceased from sin; that ye no longer should live the rest of your time in flesh to the lusts of men, but to the will of God.” (1Peter 4:1,2)

Romans 8:3. For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh






































































































d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





d2d_images/cover.jpg
VY AR

r‘e;siis Christ

Jack Vorster





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





d2d_images/image000.png
. 'is
Jesus Christ

Jack Vorster





d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





