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​​Meeting

[image: ]


KIMI TOOK A DEEP BREATH as she stepped into the crowded Christmas party. She didn't know anyone there. Her friend had begged her to come, but hadn’t shown up yet. The bass from the music thumped through her chest as she made her way to the kitchen to get a drink.

As she poured herself a cup of cola, she heard a voice behind her.

"Hey, mind if I grab one too?"

Kimi turned around to see a girl with curly hair and a bright smile. She was holding a plastic cup. Kimi noticed a rainbow bracelet on her wrist.

[image: image]
"Sure," Kimi said. She took the girl’s cup, filled it, then passed it back.
"Thanks. I'm Rachel," the girl said, holding out her hand.

"I'm Kimi," Kimi replied, shaking her hand.

They struck up a conversation about music, movies, and school. Kimi enjoyed Rachel's company more and more. 

They laughed and joked as they made their way through the crowded house, trying to find a quiet place to talk.

[image: image]
Finally, they found a private corner of the living room, where they could hear each other over the music.
"You know, Kimi, you're really cool," Rachel said, taking a sip of her drink.

"Thanks," Kimi replied. Her cheeks turned pink.

"I don't know if this is too forward, but do you want to hang out sometime? Maybe go see a movie or something?"

Kimi felt a flutter in her chest as she looked into Rachel's eyes. She had never been asked out before, and she wasn't sure how to respond.

"I would like that," she finally said, smiling.

Rachel grinned back at her, and Kimi knew she had made the right choice in coming to the party. She had met someone special, and she couldn't wait to see where things would go.
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​​Dating
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AS THE SUMMER HOLIDAYS went by, Kimi and Rachel continued to see each other almost every day. They went on dates to the movies, swam at the pool, and took long walks through the park. Kimi felt like she was floating on a cloud whenever she was with Rachel. She had never felt so comfortable around someone before, like she could be herself completely.

One evening, Kimi and Rachel sat on a park bench, watching the sunset over the lake. 

[image: image]They held hands. A warm feeling flowed through Kimi as Rachel rested her head on her shoulder.

"I'm really glad we met," Rachel said, looking up at her.

"Me too," Kimi replied, smiling.

"You know, I think I'm falling in love with you," Rachel said, her voice soft.

Kimi's heart skipped a beat. She had been feeling the same way, but she didn't know if it was too soon to say it out loud.

"I think I'm falling in love with you too," she said, taking Rachel's hand.

They kissed, a gentle, sweet kiss that left Kimi feeling dizzy with happiness. They knew they were young and that they had a lot of growing to do, but they would take a chance on each other.
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Hand in hand, they walked back to their bikes. Kimi was thankful that they had met by chance at the party. Kimi had crushes on girls before but what she felt for Rachel was bigger than that. This feeling filled her whole body. This feeling
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