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Chapter 1: The Big Idea
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Ben was not your average 10-year-old. He loved science, built robots from old radios, and could solve math problems that even his teacher found tricky. One sunny afternoon, while scrolling through a science magazine, Ben’s eyes grew wide. There, on a bright yellow page, was an advertisement:

“Are you a young inventor? Join FutureGenius, the world’s coolest invention company!”

Ben’s heart pounded with excitement. He could finally work on real inventions, not just school projects. He imagined himself wearing a lab coat, designing solar-powered skateboards, and winning awards.

Ben ran to his parents, waving the magazine. “Mom! Dad! Look! FutureGenius is looking for inventors. I want to work there! I don’t want to go to school anymore—I want to invent things for real!”

His parents exchanged a look. Ben didn’t notice. He was already dreaming of his future as the world’s youngest inventor.
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Chapter 2: The Big Fight
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Ben waited impatiently for his parents to finish reading the advertisement. He bounced on his toes, eager for them to say yes. But when they finally spoke, their answer was not what he expected.

“Ben,” his mom said gently, “that sounds amazing, but you’re only ten. School is important. You need to finish learning before you start working.”

Ben’s dad nodded. “Even inventors need an education. You’ll be ready for companies like FutureGenius when you’re older.”

Ben’s excitement fizzled out like a balloon with a hole. “But I already know more than my teachers! School is boring. I want to make things, not just read about them.”

His mom knelt down beside him. “We know you’re smart, Ben. But there’s still so much to learn—about science, about people, about life.”

Ben felt frustration bubbling up inside him. “You don’t understand! This is my chance. If you really cared about me, you’d let me go.”

His parents looked surprised and a little hurt. “We do care about you,” his dad said softly. “That’s why we want what’s best for you—even if you don’t agree right now.”

Ben’s cheeks burned. He stormed off to his room, slamming the door behind him. He threw himself onto his bed, angry tears stinging his eyes. Why couldn’t his parents see how much this opportunity meant to him?

As he stared at the ceiling, an idea began to form in his mind. If his parents wouldn’t let him join FutureGenius now, maybe he could prove he didn’t need school at all.

Maybe he could invent something to show them just how wrong they were.
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Chapter 3: Building the Time Machine
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Ben didn’t sleep much that night. Ideas whirled around his mind faster than the gears in a watch. He remembered all the stories he’d read about inventors and explorers. If anyone could prove their parents wrong, it was him.

By the next morning, Ben had a plan. He would build a time machine. If he couldn’t convince his parents with words, he’d travel to the future himself and see what life would be like if he quit school now.

He gathered supplies from his secret stash: old circuit boards, a broken alarm clock, some shiny wires, and his favorite screwdriver. He even borrowed a few extra batteries from the kitchen drawer, careful not to get caught.

Over the next few days, Ben worked in his room, scribbling notes and drawing blueprints. He built a control panel out of an egg carton and glued buttons onto it. He attached a digital watch face to a shoebox, connecting wires and twisting knobs. It didn’t look like the fancy time machines in movies, but Ben believed in it—and that was what mattered most.

Finally, late one evening, Ben was ready. He set the dials for twenty years in the future, took a deep breath, and pressed the big red button.

There was a flash of light, a strange humming noise, and then—everything changed.

Ben opened his eyes. He was still in his room, but something felt different. The posters on his walls were faded, and his
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JOURNEY TO TOMMORROW

10-YEAR-OLD BEN BRILLIANT BUILDS A TIME MACHINE TO VISIT
THE FUTURE AND SHOW EVERYONE THAT HIS WAY IS BEST.

BUT WHAT DOES BEN FIND WHEN HE STEPS INTO TOMORROW?
JOIN BEN BRILLIANT ON AWHIRLWIND TIME-TRAVEL

ADVENTURE, AND READ TO F OUT WHAT LESSONS THE
FUTURE HOLD

BY HARLEY PERTEE
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