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			An Intro to K-pop

			Korean pop music – K-pop – is a broad term that covers a huge number of solo artists and groups. They are diverse in terms of musical genre – encompassing R’n’B, dance, hip-hop, ballads, rock and indie – and vary in style, size of group and, increasingly, nationality, with many groups having members from Japan, China and other countries. What nearly all these groups – including Twice – share is the culture of K-pop. This culture has grown over the last 20 years or so to produce and promote not only the music of these artists, but also their dance skills, their looks and their personalities. The following is a brief guide to some of the landmarks, concepts and events that may help anyone who is new to this fascinating genre to understand K-pop.

			ENTERTAINMENT COMPANIES

			Like Western record labels, entertainment companies are agencies that manage and fund the recordings and promotion of K-pop acts. There are many such companies, but for over ten years the so-called ‘Big Three’ – SM Entertainment, YG Entertainment and JYP Entertainment – have dominated K-pop, although recently BTS’s company Big Hit Entertainment has become a major player. These companies manage groups, solo artists and actors, often under strict contracts which restrict activities such as diets, dating and social interactions.

			TRAINEES

			The entertainment companies are constantly scouting and auditioning for new talent. Often signed as young teenagers, those who are selected can spend many years intensively learning vocal, dance and other useful skills, such as languages, as well as attending school for their education. Being a trainee can be gruelling work, with monthly evaluations that can lead to many failing to make the grade and being rejected. Those who remain do so in the hope that they will be chosen by the company to ‘debut’ (see below).

			GROUP ROLES AND LINES

			K-pop groups commonly have four or more members. Although all will sing and dance, each will be given a specific role within the group. There will be singers, dancers and visuals (those whose looks alone get them noticed). Each group will have a leader (often, though not always, the oldest member) and a maknae, the youngest member, who is treated as the baby of the group and expected to be super-cute. Often, fans will also pick out sub-groups or ‘lines’, which can be based on their roles, such as the vocal line, being the same age and so sharing a birth year – as in the 98 line – their nationality – as seen in Twice’s Japanese, or J-line – or any characteristics that link them.

			DEBUT

			The company – its producers, choreographers, stylists, vocal tutors and other experts – work with the selected members towards a launch date known as the debut. This debut is often make or break; a big chance to make an impression in a crowded market. Many companies will spend months preparing the ground for a debut. They will release teaser photos and videos of each member of the group in advance, or even clips or whole pre-debut videos. On debut day the act will perform at a special showcase, with media appearances and performances on music shows following over the next month.

			IDOL

			An idol is a mainstream K-pop star, as opposed to a hip-hop artist, rock musician or acts from other ‘outsider’ genres. Idols are expected to be multi-talented, able to act, sing, dance and look good. They are also expected to interact with fans, in person and on social media, and participate in variety shows.

			AEGYO

			Aegyo, pronounced ‘egg-yo’, is the use of cute voices, facial expressions and gestures to show affection or to flirt. Female (and some male) idols are expected to perform aegyo on variety shows, at fan meetings and in concerts. It can often take the form of baby voices, using hands to make symbols such as hearts or kisses, or creating a super-cute face by making pretend dimples or forming a ‘V’-shaped chin.

			GIRL CRUSH

			Girl groups traditionally had a cute and innocent image, and often dressed in schoolgirl-style uniforms or girly, candy-coloured outfits. However, the 2010s groups, such as Miss A, f(x) and 2NE1, took on a more hard-edged, confident, individual and sexy image, more akin to that of Western artists. This vibe became known as ‘girl crush’. As the decade progressed, some groups, such as Red Velvet and Girls’ Generation, portrayed both cutesy and girl-crush concepts.

			MUSIC SHOWS

			There are music shows on national and cable South Korean television nearly every day. They have different formats, but all enable the groups to perform their latest release and sometimes other songs, too. They show music videos, but performances (even if groups often lip sync) in front of a live audience are an essential element. Each show also presents a prize to the most popular act – to ‘win a music show’ is the first ambition of any K-pop idol. Many shows often have Christmas or other seasonal specials in which groups can perform covers of hits or join other artists in one-off performances.

			VARIETY SHOWS

			Idols can show off their personalities and sense of fun by appearing on one of South Korea’s numerous variety shows. These can be straightforward chat shows, but more often they involve challenges, games, pranks and opportunities for idols to demonstrate their skills. Shows such as Weekly Idol, Running Man and Knowing Bros feature popular dance games in which idols dance to other groups’ choreography or speeded-up versions or randomly selected parts of their own songs.

			V LIVE

			Launched in 2015, this app provides a streaming service for K-pop fans. Artists are able to post videos or recordings and talk live to fans, who can themselves post comments which are sometimes read aloud in the stream. These livestreams can be advertised in advance or they may be impromptu broadcasts flagged by phone notifications. Twice are frequent users of the service. They often stream from their dorm, but also from concert dressing rooms, backstage at TV shows, from airports and even during taxi journeys. Many of the broadcasts are subtitled for international fans.

			AWARD SHOWS

			K-pop has a multitude of annual award shows that recognise artists’ status, recordings and performances over the year. The most prestigious are MAMA (Mnet Asian Music Awards), MMA (Melon Music Awards), Korean Music Awards, Seoul Music Awards and the Golden Disc Awards. These are glittering events where idols pose for photographers on the red carpet and sit together in a VIP section. Many acts perform one or a medley of songs and fans loudly support their favourites. Awards are decided upon in various ways – usually sales, streams and online votes are included – so they often provoke controversy.

			FANDOMS

			K-pop fans support their artists with a passion, and established acts have their own fandoms with their own names. Twice have Once, BTS have Army and Blackpink have Blink. Anyone can belong to a fandom, there is no membership and members can participate as much or as little as they choose. Online forums are the main channel of communication where fans are urged to stream their group’s videos, vote for them in music shows and awards, arrange chants and banners for concerts, and generally support the group’s members. Fandoms often collect sizeable charity donations in the name of their idols.

			COMEBACKS

			An act doesn’t need to have been absent for long to have a comeback, it’s just the release and promotion of new material. Often this will be tied into a change of ‘concept’ – this can be anything from a new hair colour to a totally new musical genre, but often involves a theme that encompasses outfits, style and music.

			GENERATIONS

			K-pop is considered to have four generations. The first generation emerged with the start of K-pop as we know it in the 1990s, with the pioneering Seo Taiji and Boys. It included girl-group successes S.E.S. and Fin.K.L. The second generation inspired the Korean Wave (hallyu) of the 2000s and gave birth to legends such as Girls’ Generation, 2NE1 and Wonder Girls, while Big Bang and Super Junior were the most popular boy bands. The third generation was spearheaded by EXO and then BTS, and saw Twice as well as Blackpink, Red Velvet and others find international success, while from 2018 onwards, a fourth generation emerged, led by girl groups (G)I-dle, Iz*One and Itzy and boy bands Stray Kids and Ateez.

		

		
			PART ONE

			THE TWICE STORY
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			6Mix and Sixteen

			SEOUL, SOUTH KOREA: 18 OCTOBER 2015

			Nine girls sit in front of the camera. They have been living together in an apartment – sharing two, three or four to a bedroom – for three months now. Their ages range from 16 to 19, their nationalities from Korean to Japanese to Taiwanese; some have been friends for years, others have only really known each other for six months. They look like any other group of teenage girls – very pretty teenage girls.

			As the livestream begins, most of the talking is done by those in the front row, except the blonde girl in the centre who stares intently at the camera with her big round eyes. The four in the back row make supportive yelps and thumbs up and hearts and kisses with their fingers. They are all giggly, shy and very, very excited.

			These girls are a new girl group and in two days’ time they will be releasing their first ever single and EP. It will be the start of an incredible journey …

			At the heart of the Twice story is a man in his forties named Park Jin-young. Often known by his initials, JYP, he is a South Korean singer-songwriter with three top ten albums and five top ten singles, including ‘Who’s Your Mama?’, a 2015 number one hit. Born in 1971, he is a prolific songwriter and producer for many Korean artists and groups, but, most importantly in the Twice story, he is the founder and CEO of JYP Entertainment.

			Park Jin-young founded JYP Entertainment in 1997, but it was the massive success of boy band g.o.d and singer Rain, both integral to the first hallyu wave of the early 2000s, that established the company as a major K-pop player. In 2007, JYP Entertainment launched its first girl group, Wonder Girls. Originally a five-member group with an average age of 16, they were a sensation. They mixed hip-hop, R’n’B and retro styles, constantly swapped visual concepts and had hit after hit, including their debut ‘Irony’, ‘Tell Me’ – which was propelled by member Sohee’s iconic ‘Omona’ line – followed by 2008’s ‘So Hot’ and ‘Nobody’. They even became the first ever K-pop group to break into the US Billboard Hot 100 when ‘Nobody’ reached number 76. Wonder Girls dominated K-pop in the following years, with only SM Entertainment’s Girls’ Generation matching their success.

			JYP Entertainment followed Wonder Girls with other successful launches, particularly another girl group, Miss A, and boy band 2PM. Miss A’s debut ‘Bad Girl, Good Girl’ became a K-pop classic with singer Suzy destined to become the darling of the nation. JYP himself was a popular figure, making cameo appearances in music videos and on his artists’ tracks, and he was always a welcome guest on TV variety shows. Among all the entertainment companies, JYP Entertainment enjoyed the best press. They had a reputation for treating trainees and their stars with respect. JYP was known for selecting idols for debut on the basis of their personality, not just their appearance, and listening to his idols’ views and opinions. After all, JYP was still a recording artist himself.

			K-pop never stands still, though, and by the end of 2013 things were not looking quite so rosy for JYP Entertainment. 2PM were still enjoying reasonable success, but on the girl-group side, both Wonder Girls and Miss A were in an extended hiatus and it wasn’t known when or whether they would return. According to some, JYP Entertainment were in danger of losing their Big Three company status. They needed a major new act, so they debuted a new boy band, Got7, in January 2014, and announced plans for two new groups to debut in April: a boy band named 5Live (who would eventually debut in 2015 as Day6) and a girl group called 6Mix.

			JYP Entertainment had high hopes for 6Mix. According to press information supplemented by rumour, the group was made up of six long-standing trainees. The first to be confirmed was American-Korean Lena, who at 20 was two years older than the others and had already featured as a rapper on Sunmi’s ‘Full Moon’. Then there was Cecilia, an Australian-Chinese trainee, and four long-standing Korean trainees: Jisoo (whose stage name was Jihyo), Jeongyeon, Nayeon and Minyoung. The group was well balanced, they had trained together for many years and were well prepared for their debut.

			Then, on 16 April 2014, tragedy hit South Korea. A ferry bound for the holiday destination of Jeju Island, off the coast of Korea, sank, and 304 passengers and crew died, most of them high-school students. As a shocked nation went into mourning, JYP Entertainment knew it was no time to launch a new group, so they quietly postponed their plans. However, the delay had an impact on 6Mix and Cecilia left the company soon afterwards. Some say she had second thoughts about being an idol, others claim she was suffering from a debilitating knee injury, but she returned to China where she now has a successful career as an actor under the name Song Yan-fei.

			6Mix was not finished yet, though. JYP Entertainment had plenty of trainees to choose from and Sana, a Japanese trainee already known to the others, was selected to fill the empty spot. Sana had already been placed in an all-Japanese group which was working towards a debut, but her move left them in limbo. Two – Momo and Mina – stayed at JYP Entertainment, but Sika, Riho and Mone soon left (Sika would eventually debut in 2018 with girl group Fanatics). Meanwhile, the new 6Mix line-up began training together through the autumn of 2014.

			Somewhere in the JYP Entertainment offices that winter a decision was made to rethink the plans surrounding their first girl group since Miss A in 2010. In February 2015, instead of news of a debut date, K-pop followers learned that a new girl group was to be formed through a TV survival show to be broadcast in the spring. Contestants would all be JYP trainees and would comprise a selection of younger girls who had been working towards a 2017 debut, what was left of the Japanese group and the current members of 6Mix. There would be one notable absentee; sometime in this period, Lena, a lynchpin of the 6Mix concept, left the company, although like Cecilia she would find some future success as an actor in China.

			On 10 April 2015, JYP Entertainment dropped a teaser video announcing Sixteen, a ten-episode TV survival show on Korean TV channel Mnet. This ‘new girl-group project’ aimed to whittle down 16 trainees to a seven-girl group. It promised to be revealing – and brutal. JYP was to test what remained of his 6Mix elite against other trainees, to see who had the confidence and talent to perform under immense pressure. The aim was to create a group that had demonstrated their skills and established a fan base ahead of their debut.

			The Korean public love talent shows. Superstar K had long been popular, but since 2011 K-pop Star had eclipsed it by promising the winner a debut with the company of his or her choice. JYP himself had been a judge on all four series of K-pop Star and his comments were always incisive yet sensitive. JYP Entertainment had also used the survival show format before to good effect. The 2011 series Hot Blood Men had focused on the training of a boy band called One Day. However, before debuting them JYP had split the band into two: 2AM and 2PM. He wasn’t afraid to change his mind and had been proved right when both groups went on to great success.

			JYP had every hope that this new series would produce an act that would be just as successful. The contenders were the best of his company’s female trainees – an older group, who were all around 18, and a younger group, who were 15 or under. They were announced one by one, with their own short teaser, and at last we got to meet the remaining members of 6Mix: Nayeon, whose teaser line ‘I am a girl … that is good to date!’ made her an instant favourite; ten-year veteran trainee Jihyo; vocal powerhouse Minyoung; bright and bubby Japanese girl Sana; and, the last of the 16 to be revealed, the chic and classy Jeongyeon. In addition, there were two other Japanese trainees: Momo had been training in Korea since April 2012 and had a reputation for being a super-talented dancer, while Mina had only been at JYP for ten months and was a complete unknown, even to keen K-pop followers, who just had her brief but fierce teaser dance to go on.

			In the younger group there were three other Korean-born long-term trainees: Dahyun, who was already known to many since a video of her ‘eagle dance’ in church went viral years earlier; Jiwon, another strong singer who had been a trainee at JYP for three years; and the diminutive rapper Chaeyoung, who, though only just 16 years old, had also been at JYP since 2012.

			The other seven trainees were all 15 years old or younger. They were, however, a talented bunch. They included the sisters Chaeryeong (13) and Chaeyeon (14), who had both been signed by JYP after appearing in K-pop Star 3 in 2013; the sweet, chubby-cheeked Eunsuh (14); Somi (14), a Korean-Canadian with evident star quality whose teaser views made her the second favourite before the show started; and the distinctive Taiwanese Tzuyu (pronounced ‘Chewy’) who, a month shy of her 16th birthday, had already been at JYP for three years. The youngest of them all, however, was Natty from Thailand, who had just turned 13, but had the confidence and potential to justify her place in the group.

			The format of the show pitched competing trainees into fluid major and minor teams, which reflected their chances of eventual success. Majors were given a symbolic pendant, but more importantly a whole set of privileges. They were treated like real idols with luxury dormitories, clothing expenses and daytime access to practice studios. Minors, on the other hand, were treated like poor cousins. Their dorms were cramped and smelly, they had to shop from street markets and, perhaps worst of all, they could only visit the practice studios between nine at night and nine in the morning. This tension drove the show, as a series of challenges allowed minors to prove themselves and take the pendant and the elite place of a major – the decisions were made by JYP after taking viewers’ online votes into consideration.

			Before the series started in May 2015, JYP revealed that the new girl group would be called Twice – because they would touch people’s hearts twice, once through the ears and once through the eyes. Sixteen promised surprises and drama, with JYP admitting he had no idea who would make the final group. The first majors had been selected by his staff based on ‘past training scores’ and consisted of Nayeon, Minyoung, Jiwon, Momo, Mina, Chaeyoung and Dahyun. There was some surprise that Jeongyeon had been excluded from this elite group, but complete shock that Jihyo had been forced to join the minors (she herself was reduced to tears).

			The next ten episodes, aired from May through to July, were devised to assess the girls as potential idols. Singing and dancing were obviously of prime interest, but they were also tested for teamwork, promotion, photoshoots and charisma. As the show progressed fans got to know each of the contestants through fly-on-the-wall clips that accompanied their performances – the nerves, arguments and even jealousies among the girls revealing what a harsh, dog-eat-dog series this was.

			In the opening round contestants had to prove they were a star and viewers immediately discovered their favourites, from Dahyun, who reproduced her famous eagle dance, to Sana, who amusingly parodied a cooking show as she made spring rolls for JYP, and 13-year-old Natty, who showcased her skills with a dance she had choreographed herself.

			The subsequent photoshoot round brought the chic Jeongyeon, who roller-painted her white t-shirt, and Mina, who wowed the judges by posing as Snow White’s Evil Queen, to people’s attention. Others felt JYP’s ire for failing to charm in front of the camera, but it was Chaeyeon, the older of the Chae sisters, who became the first to be eliminated.

			The third round brought the cruellest moments yet: one-against-one battles in which a minor challenged a major for their place. Put on the spot, it was the older trainees’ experience that came to the fore. Nayeon impressed with her charisma and stable vocals in a cover of Ariana Grande’s ‘Santa Tell Me’. Momo put her dance skills on display moving to Ariana’s ‘Problem’ and Dahyun showed she had more than just a novelty eagle dance with an energetic performance of Pentatonix’s ‘La La Latch’. Jihyo, back in the majors after a stirring vocal performance in round one, rose to the occasion. The photographer had made pointed remarks about her weight, so Jihyo chose to sing Meghan Trainor‘s body-positive anthem ‘All About That Bass’.

			Eunsuh was the next unfortunate trainee to suffer elimination. She clearly had talent, but inexperience and nerves had prevented her showing enough of it. As the halfway mark of the series approached, the majors now consisted of Nayeon, Jeongyeon, Jihyo, Mina, Somi, Chaeryeong and Natty. However, the Taiwanese Tzuyu was winning viewers over with her beauty and a fabulous performance of the Pussycat Dolls’ ‘Sway’ saw her rise to second place in the online vote.

			There was no let-up. Next each group was split into two competing teams. The behind-the-scenes footage was illuminating as the teams worked out their choreography, especially when Minyoung and Dahyun went AWOL from practice and temporarily created a serious rift with practice fanatics Tzuyu and Sana. Incredibly, their team’s performance of ‘Problem’ by Ariana was good enough to beat Pharrell’s ‘Happy’, the choice of Nayeon, Jeongyeon, Mina and Chaeryeong.

			In the other head-to-head, Jiyho’s leadership skills came to the fore as she helmed a team with two non-Korean speakers. Kitted out in red suits and bow-ties, they impressed with ‘Uptown Funk’ against Momo, Jiwon and Chaeyoung, who covered ‘The Way You Love Me’ by Keri Hilson, using a table as a prop for some raunchy choreography. The audience plumped for Jihyo’s girls, but interestingly in both cases JYP, who reserved particular praise for Jiwon, personally favoured the other team.

			The two losing teams now had to compete to see who would be eliminated. To the surprise of many, poor Momo was the victim. She had bewitched many with her dance skills and JYP seemed reluctant to eliminate her, but he said he did so on the basis of her unstable vocals. The others were clearly upset and shocked, and the Japanese girls were almost inconsolable. Had JYP shot himself in the foot by excluding this ‘dance machine’ from his future girl group?

			Next up was something a little more fun. A camping trip meant the girls could all relax – but not too much, because JYP was still watching. After fun games of charades and duelling with plastic hammers while riding giant floaties in the pool, the boss revealed that this, too, was a type of challenge. He explained he was not only looking for great singers and dancers, but also people who did right by others and were true to themselves. To this end, the girls voted for their favourite three fellow contestants. The results were revealing. Virtually all agreed that Jiyho perfectly matched the qualities that JYP highlighted, while Jeongyeon, Minyoung and Nayeon were praised for their helpfulness.

			The penultimate challenge again pitted two groups from each team against each other. This time they faced the added task of promoting their performance to attract an audience. Among the highlights were the visit to Nayeon’s former high school where she, Jeongyeon and especially Tzuyu (after they gave her some femme fatale tips) completely wowed the schoolboys. The audience were not disappointed as the trio delivered a brilliant cover of Miss A’s ‘Hush’. When the round was completed, JYP reserved great praise for Chaeyoung’s rap in Wonder Girls’ ‘Nobody’, for Jihyo’s perfect voice (but not her weight) and for Mina’s improved confidence. Sadly, it was Jiwon who walked, JYP clearly believing she had some work to do before debuting.

			The final challenge saw majors and minors pitted against each other in full girl-group mode. Each was given a song JYP thought would challenge them and a further number which they would both perform, so a direct comparison could be made. The majors – Chaeyoung, Mina, Minyoung, Natty, Sana and Somi – were mentored by Miss A’s Fei and given ‘Must be Crazy’, a song JYP said requires a keen sense of rhythm, while the minors – Chaeryeong, Dahyun, Jeongyeon, Nayeon, Tzuyu and Jihyo (borrowed from the major team to even up the numbers) – were mentored by 2PM’s Jun.K and were tasked with the more vocally challenging ‘Truth’.

			Both performances were pretty legendary and are often compared favourably with the Twice versions which would soon appear. JYP was pleased with the minor team’s performance, picking out the contributions from Jeongyeon and Tzuyu, but once again he also made a point of commending the major team’s Chaeyoung. It all came down to the final episode, broadcast on 7 July 2015, as the teams performed back-to-back versions of ‘Do It Again’.

			Dancing to a brand-new song with set choreography, the girls had to work out the tone and mood for themselves. They had all met up the night before for a watermelon party and it became emotional as they reminisced over both their trainee and Sixteen experiences. With so much resting on one final performance, each team played to their strengths. Lacking the vocal power of their opponents, the majors went all out for fun, packing their performance with aegyo (cuteness) and acting. In contrast, the minors smashed it vocally with Nayeon, Jeongyeon and Jihyo pulling out all the stops. That didn’t escape JYP, who mentioned those three as he gave the minor team his vote. His final decision, however, took into consideration the combined opinions of the live audience, online voters and the JYP staff.

			While the audience awaited the final result, the two teams united for the show’s theme, ‘I’m Gonna Be a Star’, before the members who had already been eliminated – Chaeyeon, Eunsuh, Jiwon and Momo – joined them on stage to perform Beyoncé’s ‘7/11’. And then came the moment that the whole series had been building up to – the members of Twice were revealed. The final line-up was to be Nayeon as the show’s best vocalist; Jeongyeon, whose talent and enigmatic personality had stood out; Jihyo, who JYP described as ‘perfect and ready to debut’; the charismatic and lovable Dahyun; Sana, with her out-there personality and debut-ready skills; and Mina, who JYP Entertainment staff identified as having the most potential. That left Chaeryeong, Minyoung, Natty, Somi and Tzuyu eliminated. Except …

			In a series that was filled with shocks and surprises, the biggest was still to come. JYP had decided to add two more members, making a nine- rather than seven-member group. The first addition was Tyuzu, who had featured in the live audience’s final seven and topped the online poll. The second was a bigger shock. The JYP staff had unanimously chosen to include Momo, who had been eliminated early in the series. There were shockwaves across the internet as fans discussed the result. Was it fair? Had the audience been cheated? Had it been JYP’s intention all along to add members? Opinions differed, but most agreed on one thing. When it came to girl groups, JYP knew what he was doing and he had selected nine girls who were ready to take on the world …

			Postscript: What happened to …

			The Sixteen format required some trainees to be eliminated. It is testament to JYP Entertainment that every one of the contenders gave a good account of themselves and endorsed JYP’s claims of wanting good, all-round people at the company. In the event, only four were eliminated as the series progressed – and Momo, of course, was reinstated – but it was still a traumatic experience. JYP promised that those who were eliminated would be given another chance in two years’ time, but most of them now realised their dreams of debuting for the company were over.

			Chaeryeong

			Just 13 when Sixteen began, Chaeryeong was probably included to give her experience. However, she impressed with her dancing, singing and charisma, and made it to the end of the series. It was enough for her to stay with the company and it proved a good move for her and JYP Entertainment. In February 2019 she debuted with Itzy, JYP’s next girl group. They made quite a splash in Korea, Japan and internationally, and were named Best New Artist at all the major award shows in 2019.

			Chaeyeon

			The first to be eliminated, Chaeyeon had little chance to show off her talent. She left JYP after the show, but reappeared on another talent show, Produce 48, in 2018, and came 12th. As a result, she debuted in the 12-member girl group Iz*One in October 2018. The group established themselves as a successful group in Korea and Japan, with their 2020 comeback album Bloom*Iz charting well in both countries.

			Eunsuh

			Only 14, Eunsuh struggled to progress from her initial cute image, and when she made an obvious mistake in her choreography in the one-to-one challenge, her time on Sixteen was up. She tried again on the 2017 talent show Idol School, but still failed to make the final group.

			Jiwon

			A strong singer, many believed Jiwon had a good chance of succeeding on Sixteen, but nerves seemed to get the better of her. She was the last to be eliminated, with JYP citing her off-beat dancing and unstable vocals as the reason for letting her go. In 2017, she, too, entered Idol School and came sixth, which led to her joining Fromis_9, who debuted in January 2018. Their early releases made the top five in Korea, and in 2018 and 2019 the group were nominated for several new artist awards.

			Minyoung

			Poor Minyoung. Was it just never meant to be? Her dream of debuting with 6Mix evaporated, but she was given a second chance on Sixteen. It seemed a formality that her strong vocals and experience would see her make it into Twice, but the pressure of the show seemed to affect her. Minyoung failed to establish herself as a major player with the viewers or JYP and she missed out again. After Sixteen, Minyoung gave up the idea of debuting and returned to her studies.

			Natty

			The youngest of all the Sixteen contestants, Natty collected many fans as the series progressed with her energy, personality and no little talent, especially as a dancer. After the show, Natty left JYP and she, too, tried her luck on Idol School in 2017. She made it to the last round, but again ultimately missed the cut. Still young and popular in Thailand, Natty has time on her side and in April 2020 signed with Swing Entertainment, with the intention of debuting as a solo artist.

			Somi

			Somi was unlucky not to make the final Twice line-up, having spent most of the series in the major team. JYP sensed she had star quality but suggested she needed a little more time before debuting. He was right. In 2016 she represented JYP in the first season of the talent show Produce 101 and won, becoming a member of girl group I.O.I. They debuted in May 2016 and made a strong impact, but they disbanded after little more than six months together. Somi continued to raise her profile hosting TV variety shows but held on to her musical ambitions. In 2019 she left JYP Entertainment for rival company YG to pursue a solo career.
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			Debut

			No matter the discussions on the fairness of Sixteen – JYP Entertainment felt the necessity to make an official statement the day after the show’s finale to clarify what had happened. JYP had spoken. Momo and Tzuyu had been added to the seven successful trainees selected by the audience and staff and would take their places in Twice. While everyone had their favourites, and some were disappointed to see certain trainees fail to make the group, it was generally agreed that JYP had ended up with a selection that complemented each other and contained a mix of proven talent and enormous potential. Whether it was luck or judgement, JYP had landed on nine girls who, between them, ticked all the boxes.

			The group was well balanced in age, with Nayeon the oldest at 20; the 96-liners (those born in 1996), Jeongyeon, Momo and Sana, were all still 19 years old; the 97-liners, Jihyo and Mina, were 18; and Dahyun was 17. That left the 16-year-olds, Chaeyoung and the group’s youngest member, Tzuyu. Known in Korea as the maknae, the youngest had special dispensation to be extra cute and not carry any responsibilities especially in a K-pop group. Although five of the group were Korean, Mina, Momo and Sana were from Japan and Tzuyu was from Taiwan – ideal for building on the hallyu or Korean Wave – the rise in interest in Korean culture in East Asia.

			They were also varied in personality. Jihyo was sensible and caring, a natural leader; the group’s extrovert, Dahyun, was goofy and naturally funny; and Nayeon seemed to be eternally cheerful and, despite being the oldest, eager to mess around and have fun. Jeongyeon had her chic image to preserve, but liked to tease the others, while Sana managed to be witty and cute at the same time. The others – especially Mina – were more reserved, but fans who had watched Sixteen knew that Tzuyu had a wicked sense of humour which was bound to emerge sooner or later. These were early days and when they weren’t performing the girls, especially the younger members, were understandably shy in front of the cameras.

			Sixteen had given the audience a good indication of what each individual excelled at and what they might offer Twice. In a group with a large number of members it was expected that some would have specific roles, as well as performing the choreography together. Jeongyeon, Jihyo and Nayeon had the confidence and vocal stability to be the lead vocalists; Mina and Momo had displayed incredible dance skills; Chaeyoung and Dahyun were clearly the designated rappers; and Sana and Tzuyu’s dance and vocal skills had come on in leaps and bounds during the series.

			The girls had no time to recover from Sixteen. They went straight from the show into rehearsals for their first releases as Twice. As is common for any K-pop group, all nine of them soon moved into a dorm in the South Korean capital, Seoul, where they would live together. At least it was a ground-floor flat and the house next door was empty, so it wasn’t such a problem that they were sometimes a noisy bunch. They sorted out who would room with who with little fuss. The youngsters, Chaeyoung, Dahyun and Tzuyu, took one room; Jihyo, Mina, Nayeon and Sana shared the large room; while best friends Jeongyeon and Momo took the final room.

			Like any new roommates they soon began to discover each other’s habits – good and bad. Chaeyoung fell asleep instantly and could sleep forever. Nayeon not only talked in her sleep but also slept with her eyes wide open. Mina liked staying in bed whether she was sleeping or not, while Tzuyu was the early riser who could be relied upon to get the others up. Meanwhile, Jeongyeon and Momo, who shared a bed in their room (separated by Momo’s huge teddy bear), became known as ‘the married couple’. Surprisingly, it was the cool-looking Jeongyeon who became the ‘mother’ of the group, cleaning and tidying the flat and chivvying the others to do their share of the chores.

			JYP needed to reveal his new group to the world before people moved on to the next survival show or lost interest in their favourites from Sixteen. This gave the girls little time to rehearse and record the new material, to learn and master the choreography to the songs, and to shoot the all-important music video. The girls were expected to look their best for their
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