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       Introduction

      This chronology presents a detailed account of the historical evolution of Mantua, the city of the Gonzagas, from its origins to the contemporary era. The primary objective of this work is to provide the reader with an organic and multi-dimensional framework. Consequently, strictly local events—including institutional successions, political developments, and the structural evolution of key monuments such as Palazzo Ducale and Palazzo Te—are systematically integrated into the broader national context, demonstrating how national legislation, warfare, and systemic institutional changes directly influenced local history.

      To ensure the highest level of scholarly rigor, the chronological text is supplemented by transcriptions of the most relevant archival documents pertaining to Mantuan history. Furthermore, the appendix offers a comprehensive webography dedicated to the territory's institutions, associations, and public bodies.

      For ease of reference, the chronological data is not merely linear but categorized by subject matter. Wherever necessary, the annual record is articulated into specific thematic sections:
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       591 BC

      The area of Mantua comes under Roman control.

    
  
    
       388 BC

      The Cenomani Gauls invade the Etruscan-dominated territory.

    
  
    
       214 BC

      Around this year, the city comes under Roman rule after Consul Valerius Messalla defeats the Gauls who had seized control of the region.

    
  
    
       92 BC

      The Lex Julia (Julian Law) is extended to the territories where Mantua stands.

    
  
    
       388 BC

      The Cenomani Gauls invade the Etruscan-dominated territory.

    
  
    
       214 BC

      Around this year, the city comes under Roman rule after Consul Valerius Messalla defeats the Gauls who had seized control of the region.

    
  
    
       92 BC

      The Lex Julia (Julian Law) is extended to the territories where Mantua stands.

    
  
    
       70 BC

      October 15: The poet Virgil (Publius Vergilius Maro) is born in Andes (Mantua).

    
  
    
       49 BC

      Under the Lex Roscia and the Lex Rubria, enacted through Julius Caesar, the Transpadani (the populations north of the Po River) attain political and legal equality with the rest of Italy. Mantua becomes a Roman municipium.

    
  
    
       45 BC

      Under the Lex Julia Municipalis, the Transpadani achieve the conversion of Latin colonies in the Transpadane region into municipia civium Romanorum (municipalities of Roman citizens).

    
  
    
       42 BC

      Cisalpine Gaul becomes fully integrated into Italy, abolishing the military command that had likely been established there by Sulla.

    
  
    
       41 BC

      Various agricultural lands near the city are confiscated to be allocated to army veterans.

    
  
    
      
        
      

       19 BC

      September 21: The Mantuan-born poet Virgil dies in Pozzuoli (Naples).

    
  
    
       37 AD

      December: The legionary Longinus dies in the city.

    
  
    
       47 AD

      Several Mantuans attend the preachings of Saint Peter in Rome.

    
  
    
       48 AD

      Saint Romulus, the future Bishop of Fiesole, passes through the city.

    
  
    
       51 AD

      According to tradition, Barnabas preaches Christian doctrine in the city.

    
  
    
       201 AD

      According to some historians, two-thirds of the city's population have converted to Christianity by this time.

    
  
    
       388 AD

      The Po Valley is struck by a famine.

    
  
    
       452

      Near Mantua (on the banks of the Mincio River), Pope Leo meets with the Hunnic leader Attila, who has invaded the Italian peninsula.

    
  
    
       476

      Mantua falls under the rule of Odoacer.

    
  
    
       489

      The Po Valley is traversed by armies composed predominantly of Ostrogoths led by Theodoric.

    
  
    
       536

      Between this year and 540, a period of rapid climatic cooling occurs as a result of a dust veil triggered by a volcanic eruption, causing widespread crop failures and famines across the Northern Hemisphere.

    
  
    
       540

      This year marks the earliest chronologically verified evidence of a Christian presence in the Mantuan territory: the epigraph of Thomas vir honestus negotiator penitens (Thomas, an honorable man, merchant, and penitent).

    
  
    
      
        
      

       568

      Mantua falls under the rule of Alboin, King of the Lombards.

      
         Buildings and Structures

        Possible year of construction of the Church of San Leonardo (Chiesa di San Leonardo).

      
    
  
    
       603

      September 13: The Lombard king Agilulf conquers the city, wresting it from Byzantine control, and orders the destruction of the defensive walls protecting the original core of Mantua situated near the Mincio River.

    
  
    
       703

      Clashes begin between Mantua and Cremona for control of the Oglio River.

    
  
    
       705

      February: Mantua and Cremona sign a peace treaty, ending disputes over the Oglio River.

    
  
    
       715

      The community of Comacchio, led by Priest Lupicino and magister militum Bertari, receives in Pavia from the followers of King Liutprand confirmation of its right to trade within the kingdom, along the Po and its tributaries, in several ports including Mantua, paying tributes in money or in kind.

    
  
    
       750

      
         Buildings and Structures

        The Church of San Leonardo is restored.

      
    
  
    
       753

      The Benedictine monks of Nonantola obtain from King Astolfo possession and rights over the lands and waters of Sermide, Bondeno, and Revere. This is later confirmed by Oddone, count of Mantua, who recognizes that "a tenth of the pigs raised and the wild animals hunted in the royal court of Revere, and half of the fish caught in Sermide and Bondeno" belong to the abbey.

    
  
    
       754

      The Franks of Pepin cross the Alpine passes, defeat Astolfo, and force him to "restore" the Byzantine territories to the pope. The event repeats in 756.

    
  
    
       773

      Summer: Charlemagne and the Franks descend into Italy against the Lombards and King Desiderius.

    
  
    
       774

      The Franks enter Mantua, which opens its gates voluntarily.

      June: The Franks capture Pavia, the Lombard capital, and take King Desiderius prisoner.

    
  
    
      
        
      

       780

      Charlemagne passes through the city again.

    
  
    
       781

      Charlemagne issues the Capitulary of Mantua, introducing a single metallic standard for public coinage and requiring each count of the kingdom to maintain a notarial office.

    
  
    
       787

      Charlemagne passes through the city again.

    
  
    
       804

      According to Mantuan tradition, this year marks the foundation of the local diocese; the first bishop would be Gregory, coinciding with the first discovery of the relic of the Blood of Christ.

      Summer: Tradition holds that a casket hidden by Longinus, containing the Blood of Christ, is found. On the site, the church of Sant'Andrea is founded. The fate of the vial is unknown until its rediscovery in 1048.

      Pope Leo III travels to Mantua to inspect the relics.

    
  
    
       814

      Around this year, Gregory (whose existence is uncertain) serves as bishop of the city.

    
  
    
       816

      The Council of Aachen is held; communal life is imposed on the clerics of cathedral chapters.

    
  
    
       820

      This year records the presence of a comes in the city: Count Oddo.

    
  
    
       825

      Lothair issues the Edict of Corteolona, mandating the creation of cathedral chapters and defining the structure of instruction within them.

    
  
    
       827

      Liulfus serves as bishop of Mantua.

      A synod is held in Mantua concerning the dispute between the Churches of Aquileia and Grado.

      The bishop Laiulfo (or Erdulfo) dies.

      June 6: Emperor Louis the Pious convenes in Mantua a synod to resolve the controversy between the patriarchs of Grado (supported by Venice) and Aquileia. A proposal is made to create a single patriarchate at Aquileia. Over twenty bishops of northern Italy participate.

      
         Buildings and Structures

        According to tradition, this is the year of foundation of the Church of San Martino.

      
    
  
    
      
        
      

       832

      Lothair, in Pavia, issues a law regulating the activity of notaries in the kingdom.

    
  
    
       866

      Emperor Louis II issues the Constitutio de expeditione Beneventana, dividing the Italian kingdom into 16 missi, responsible for mobilizing military forces.

    
  
    
       874

      November 1: Emperor Louis II designates the site of Mulinello, two miles from Mantua, for the construction of a basilica in honor of the Resurrection and Ascension of Jesus Christ. It is intended to house one hundred monks following the Rule of Saint Benedict.

    
  
    
       878

      King Carlomanno confirms the privileges of the monastery of Mulinello.

    
  
    
       881

      The first attestation of Egilulfo as bishop of Mantua dates to this year.

      The bishops of Voghenza, Bologna, Mantua and Vicenza are commissioned by Pope John VIII to resolve the dispute between the bishops of Verona and Trento.

      Eginulfo becomes archbishop of the city.
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