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"Then the Lord God formed man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and man became a living soul." — Genesis 2:7

Before there was rebellion, there was beauty. Before there was darkness, there was light. Before there was fear, there was fellowship. Humanity did not begin as a savage creature clawing its way through existence, driven by instinct and appetite. Man emerged from the hands of the Creator as the crowning work of creation, fashioned with purpose, dignity and glory. 

The first breath Adam drew was not merely the beginning of biological life; it was the beginning of communion. Every faculty of his being was ordered toward God. His mind delighted in truth, his heart rested in love, his will moved in joyful obedience, and his spirit was alive to the voice of its Maker. The Garden of Eden was more than humanity's first home. It was the sanctuary of divine fellowship. There, heaven and earth were not estranged but intertwined. Adam did not wonder whether God existed; he walked with Him. He did not search for identity; he received it. He did not strive to become significant; significance had already been bestowed upon him through the image of God.

There was no conflict within the soul because every part of man's being was properly ordered under the loving reign of God. Appetite served purpose. Desire served love. Authority served stewardship. Freedom flourished within obedience. The soul was not divided against itself because it lived in perfect harmony with its Creator. This is the first truth we must recover: humanity was never created to become beastly. We were created to reflect God.

Yet the tragedy of Genesis 3 reveals that the greatest catastrophe in history was not merely the breaking of a commandment; it was the fracturing of communion. The serpent did not first tempt Adam and Eve with open wickedness. He offered them autonomy. His ancient whisper still echoes through every generation: "You shall be like God." The temptation was not simply to eat forbidden fruit. It was to redefine reality apart from the One who is Reality itself. It was the seduction of self-rule.

The moment humanity reached for independence, creation witnessed a dreadful exchange. Trust gave way to suspicion. Worship gave way to self-exaltation. Dependence yielded to autonomy. The creature sought the throne reserved for the Creator. This was the birthplace of the untamed soul.

The "inner beast" did not spring into existence because God fashioned humanity with something monstrous hidden within. Rather, it emerged because the soul, having severed itself from the Source of life, began to collapse inward upon itself. Augustine described sin as the heart curved inward—incurvatus in se. Instead of loving God above all things and loving others rightly, the soul became imprisoned within itself. Self became the centre around which every desire, ambition, fear and affection revolved.

Separated from the Life-Giver, the human soul did not become free. It became disordered. The image of God was not erased, but it was marred. Like a magnificent mirror shattered upon stone, fragments of glory remained, yet the reflection was distorted. Humanity retained intelligence, creativity, moral awareness and the capacity for relationship, but each faculty now bore the scars of rebellion.

The mind, created to contemplate truth, became vulnerable to deception. The will, fashioned for joyful obedience, bent toward self-determination. The emotions, intended to express holy affections, became unstable, ruled by fear, envy, lust and resentment. The conscience, designed as a witness to righteousness, could be ignored, dulled and eventually seared. The imagination, once capable of envisioning beauty under God's lordship, became fertile soil for idols and vain fantasies. The soul itself became a battlefield.

This inward disorder is the seedbed from which every outward evil grows. Murder did not begin with Cain's raised hand; it began with a heart consumed by envy. Babel's tower did not arise merely from bricks and mortar; it was first constructed in the imagination of pride. Every tyranny, every betrayal, every cruelty, every hidden vice and every public atrocity finds its first home within the ungoverned soul. The beast is born long before its teeth are seen. Jeremiah speaks with piercing clarity: "The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately sick; who can understand it?" (Jeremiah 17:9)

This diagnosis is profoundly humbling. Fallen humanity does not merely deceive others; it deceives itself. The greatest lies are often those whispered within the chambers of one's own heart. We justify what God condemns. We excuse what Scripture exposes. We rename rebellion as freedom, greed as ambition, lust as love, pride as confidence and vengeance as justice. The untamed soul possesses an astonishing ability to cloak darkness with the garments of light.

Paul echoes this reality in Romans, describing humanity as exchanging the glory of the incorruptible God for created things. Notice the repeated language of exchange. Sin always bargains away something eternal for something immediate. It promises elevation while delivering enslavement. It advertises freedom while forging chains. Every act of rebellion is an exchange in which humanity relinquishes truth for illusion.

This exchange does not merely alter behaviour; it reshapes identity. What we continually worship, we gradually resemble. When God is rejected, something else ascends the throne. Sometimes it is pleasure. Sometimes power. Sometimes ideology. Sometimes wealth. Sometimes religion itself. But behind every idol stands the same sovereign: the autonomous self.

The beast does not first crave violence; it craves lordship. Here lies one of Scripture's deepest revelations: the soul cannot exist without a master. If God does not reign within, something else inevitably will. Appetite becomes king. Fear becomes king. Pride becomes king. Desire becomes king. Human beings were never designed for self-government because our created nature was always meant to flourish beneath divine government.

This explains why civilization alone cannot cure humanity. Education may refine behaviour, but it cannot resurrect the heart. Laws may restrain evil, but they cannot remove its root. Wealth may decorate corruption, but it cannot sanctify it. Technology may amplify human potential, yet it amplifies both virtue and vice alike. The twentieth century demonstrated that some of the most educated societies in history were also capable of unspeakable barbarity. The problem has never been a lack of information. It is the corruption of the inner life.

The beast can wear a tailored suit. It can speak eloquently. It can preach sermons. It can govern nations. It can compose symphonies while nursing hatred. It can build hospitals while pursuing glory. It can smile while plotting betrayal. Respectability is not righteousness. This is why Scripture repeatedly warns us not to judge merely by outward appearance. The heart remains the true battlefield. Every civilisation rises or falls according to what rules the human soul. Every family reflects the hidden allegiances of its members. Every institution eventually manifests the character of the hearts that shape it.

Genesis 3 is therefore not simply ancient history. It is the biography of every human being born into Adam. We all inherit a nature inclined away from God. We all discover within ourselves competing desires. We all experience the pull toward self-rule. The Fall is not merely something that happened to humanity; it is something echoed within every human heart.

Yet even here, amid the ruins, the mercy of God quietly shines. Immediately after judgment, the Lord sought the guilty. He called, "Where are you?" Not because He lacked knowledge, but because He invited confession. Before humanity ever sought redemption, redemption sought humanity. The story of the beast begins with rebellion, but even in Eden the Creator announced that rebellion would not have the final word. The promise of the coming Seed revealed that the God whose image humanity had defaced would Himself provide the means by which that image could one day be restored.

The birth of the inner beast explains why the world is fractured. It explains why kingdoms rise and fall, why families splinter, why injustice persists and why every human heart knows the tension between what ought to be and what is. But the beast is not merely "out there." It is first encountered within. Until we recognize this, we will continue blaming society, culture, politics or circumstances while overlooking the deeper battlefield of the soul.

Every war in history was first conceived in the human heart. Every empire of oppression was first built upon pride. Every betrayal was first nurtured in secret desire. The tragedy of Eden still echoes wherever humanity insists upon life apart from God. The birth of the beast is, therefore, the birth of autonomous humanity—a soul that has turned from its Creator, enthroned itself, and begun the long descent into spiritual, moral and relational disorder. It is not God's design for mankind, but the inevitable fruit of rejecting the One in whom life itself consists.
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The beast within
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There are monsters that stalk the forests. There are beasts that roam the wilderness. There are predators that hunt beneath the cover of darkness. Humanity has feared them all. Yet none has claimed as many lives as the creature that dwells unseen within the human heart. Its footprints leave no impressions upon the earth, yet they scar the pages of history. Its roar is seldom heard with the ears, yet kingdoms tremble beneath its voice.

Its claws are not fashioned of bone and sinew, but of pride, envy, hatred, lust, fear, greed, bitterness and self-exaltation. It tears apart marriages without lifting a hand. It destroys nations without firing a weapon. It corrupts churches while singing hymns. It sits in courtrooms dispensing justice while secretly loving power. It occupies pulpits while preaching itself instead of Christ. It wears expensive suits, academic robes, military uniforms and priestly garments. It smiles in photographs, speaks eloquently at conferences and receives applause from the crowds, while quietly feeding upon the soul that has enthroned itself above God.

This beast has no single face because it borrows the face of every fallen man. The tragedy of humanity is not that evil occasionally visits us from without. It is that evil finds a willing residence within. Since Eden, mankind has searched for the source of its misery. We have blamed governments, poverty, wealth, education, ignorance, religion, irreligion, economics, genetics, psychology, politics, technology and culture. Every generation discovers another explanation. Every civilization constructs another system promising that if only the right conditions existed, humanity would finally flourish.

Yet the blood continues to stain the ground. Empires rise with promises of peace only to leave behind fields of bones. Revolutions proclaim liberty before enthroning new tyrants. Scientific progress multiplies knowledge, yet wisdom remains scarce. Technology connects billions of people while loneliness deepens.

The twentieth century witnessed unprecedented advances in medicine, engineering and communication, yet it also witnessed industrialized genocide, world wars, concentration camps and ideological purges. Civilization proved itself capable of producing both breath-taking beauty and unimaginable cruelty.

What explains this contradiction? How can the same hands compose symphonies and construct gas chambers? How can the same mind discover cures for disease while designing instruments of torture? How can the same species speak of universal human rights while trafficking children, exploiting the poor and delighting in violence?

Scripture answers with sobering clarity. The problem has never been merely around us. It has always been within us. The prophets understood this. David understood it. Paul understood it. Above all, the Lord Jesus Christ exposed it with terrifying precision. When the Pharisees sought to cleanse themselves through ceremonial observances, Jesus redirected the entire discussion away from external contamination and toward the hidden chambers of the heart. "What comes out of a man is what defiles him."

These words shattered centuries of religious assumptions. Humanity's greatest enemy was never food. Never ritual. Never geography. Never ethnicity. Never social class. It was the ungoverned heart. The greatest battlefield in history is not Armageddon. It is the human soul. Every conflict between nations first begins as a conflict of desires. Every betrayal is conceived before it is committed. Every lie is believed before it is spoken. Every idol is loved before it is worshipped. Every tyranny is imagined before it is enforced. The battlefield of history is first the battlefield of the heart. 

The soul was never designed to exist independently of God. Like a planet separated from its sun, the farther it drifts from the centre of divine life, the colder and darker it becomes. The human heart does not cease to exist when separated from God, but it gradually loses the order for which it was created. What once reflected heaven begins to mirror chaos. What once delighted in truth begins to manufacture illusion. What once found freedom in obedience begins to mistake slavery for liberty.

This is the great paradox of sin. It promises enlargement while producing imprisonment. It promises wisdom while darkening understanding. It promises freedom while forging chains. It promises life while delivering death. The beast never announces itself honestly. It comes disguised as liberation. Its first language is not violence but persuasion. Its first weapon is not force but deception. This is why the serpent did not begin with murder. He began with a question. "Has God indeed said...?" 

That question has echoed through every generation. Can God really be trusted? Must He define good and evil? Must He govern your desires? Must He remain upon the throne? Every rebellion since Eden has been another variation of that ancient whisper. The beast is born wherever the soul answers, "No."

The world often imagines that evil belongs only to extraordinary criminals, dictators and murderers. We comfort ourselves by comparing our lives with those whose sins are public and spectacular. We congratulate ourselves because we have never commanded armies, built concentration camps or orchestrated genocides.

But Scripture offers no such comfort. The same root that produced Cain lies dormant within every descendant of Adam. The difference is often not nature but opportunity. Not capacity but restraint. Not innocence but circumstance. Apart from the restraining hand of God, who can measure the depth of darkness hidden within the human soul?

This truth humbles every honest believer. We are not spectators studying evil from a safe distance. We are patients examining the disease that once ruled our own hearts. The purpose of this chapter is therefore not to point accusing fingers toward a corrupt world while imagining ourselves exempt. Such self-righteousness is itself another mask worn by the beast. Instead, we must allow the light of God's Word to penetrate every hidden chamber of the soul, exposing not merely what we have done, but what we are capable of becoming apart from His sustaining grace.

For until we recognise the beast within, we will spend our lives chasing monsters outside ourselves while feeding the one that lives within our own hearts.
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One of the greatest misunderstandings in modern Christianity is that the biblical "heart" refers merely to the emotions. In Scripture, however, the heart is the governing centre of the entire person. It is the hidden spring from which thoughts, desires, decisions, loves, fears and actions flow. It is the command centre of the soul. To understand the beast within, we must first understand the heart as God describes it.

When Solomon exhorted his son, "Keep your heart with all diligence, for from it flow the springs of life" (Proverbs 4:23), he was not offering sentimental advice. He was identifying the source from which every aspect of human existence emerges. Every word, every decision, every relationship and every ambition originates within this hidden sanctuary.

Jesus confirms this understanding in Matthew 15. Confronted by religious leaders obsessed with ceremonial purity, He overturned their entire framework of righteousness: "For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, sexual immoralities, thefts, false witness, and blasphemies."

Notice the progression. Jesus does not begin with murder. He begins with thoughts. The act is only the visible fruit. The heart is the invisible root. Long before Cain murdered Abel, murder had already found a home within his affections. Long before David committed adultery, desire had been entertained within the imagination. Long before Judas betrayed Christ with a kiss, greed had quietly occupied the throne of his heart. Every visible act of evil is preceded by an invisible process of internal formation.

This biblical insight stands in stark contrast to much of modern thinking. Contemporary culture often explains wrongdoing primarily in terms of external influences—social structures, upbringing, economics, trauma or environment. These factors undoubtedly shape human experience and can profoundly affect behaviour. Scripture does not deny their significance. Yet it insists that they are not the deepest explanation for human evil. They influence the heart, but they do not create its fallen condition.

The prophet Jeremiah speaks with unsettling honesty: "The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately sick; who can understand it?" (Jeremiah 17:9). This is not a declaration that every human emotion is false or that every person is equally wicked in every respect. Rather, it reveals that the fallen heart has an extraordinary capacity for self-deception. It not only sins; it justifies its sin. It not only rebels; it renames rebellion as authenticity, freedom or necessity. The beast survives because it continually disguises itself.

This is why repentance is impossible without divine illumination. A blind eye cannot see its own blindness, and a deceived heart rarely recognises its own deception. Left to ourselves, we become remarkably skilled advocates for our own innocence. We minimise our failures, magnify the failures of others, excuse our motives and reinterpret our desires until the voice of conscience grows faint.

Here we begin to understand why the Bible places such extraordinary emphasis on the inner life. God consistently looks where humanity seldom does. While people evaluate appearances, achievements and reputations, the Lord searches the heart. He is not impressed by masks. He sees beneath every performance into the hidden allegiances that govern the soul.

The beast, therefore, is not primarily recognised by outward acts but by inward loyalties. Before the hand reaches, the heart has already chosen. Before the lips speak, the soul has already consented. Before the feet walk toward evil, the will has already begun its journey.  The war within is always won or lost long before it becomes visible to the world. And it is here, in the secret chambers of the heart, that the untamed soul reveals its true nature.
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"For I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I hate." (Romans 7:15)

Romans 7 cannot be understood in isolation. It sits within Paul's larger argument in Romans 5–8. The movement is deliberate:

Romans 5: The entrance of sin through Adam and the reign of death.

Romans 6: The believer's union with Christ and freedom from sin's dominion.

Romans 7: The inability of the Law to conquer the fallen nature and the painful reality of the inner conflict.

Romans 8: Life in the Spirit.

Romans 7 is not simply about moral frustration; it is about exposing the impotence of human effort to overcome the corruption inherited through Adam. Whether one interprets Paul's "I" as his pre-conversion experience, his ongoing Christian struggle, or as a representative voice of humanity under the Law (views held by different Christian traditions), the chapter unmistakably reveals a profound truth: the human person experiences an internal conflict that cannot be resolved by the Law or by willpower alone. It exposes the fractured condition of fallen humanity.

Paul's confession is startling: "I do not understand what I do." Notice that Paul is not claiming ignorance. He understands the Law. He understands right and wrong. Yet he cannot explain why his own actions contradict what he knows to be true. This is humanity's paradox. The Fall did not destroy reason. It divided it. The intellect may perceive goodness while the will resists it. The conscience may approve righteousness while desire pulls in another direction. The imagination may envision holiness while the appetites crave what corrupts. The soul is no longer unified.

This internal fracture echoes the effects of Eden. Before the Fall, the human faculties were ordered under God. Mind, will, affections, and body worked in harmony. After the Fall, that harmony was shattered. Romans 7 gives voice to this disordered condition.

One of the chapter's most striking observations is that knowledge alone is powerless to change the heart. Paul knows the commandment. He esteems it as holy, righteous, and good (Romans 7:12). Yet the commandment does not cure the disease. Instead, it reveals it. This reflects a principle found throughout Scripture. The Law is like a mirror. A mirror reveals dirt. It cannot wash the face. The Law reveals the beast. It cannot tame it. This also explains why civilizations that prize education, legislation, or moral instruction alone still wrestle with corruption. Information can illuminate the mind, but it cannot, by itself, reorder the heart.

Paul repeatedly speaks of sin as something that "dwells" within him (Romans 7:17, 20). This language deserves careful attention. Paul is not excusing personal responsibility by treating sin as an external force that compels innocent victims. Elsewhere he clearly calls people to repentance and accountability. Rather, he is describing the pervasive influence of sin within the fallen person. Sin is not merely an isolated act; it is a condition that affects the whole person.

This explains why Scripture portrays sin as:

• a reigning king (Romans 5:21),

• a master who enslaves (John 8:34),

• a power that deceives (Hebrews 3:13),

• and an enemy that wages war (1 Peter 2:11).

Sin is dynamic, not static. It seeks dominion. Paul introduces another remarkable concept. "I find then a law, that evil is present with me, the one who wills to do good." (Romans 7:21). Notice that he is not speaking of the Mosaic Law here. He speaks of an operating principle. Almost like gravity. Gravity always pulls downward. Likewise, the fallen nature continually inclines away from God. This is why holiness requires vigilance. The soul naturally drifts. No one accidentally becomes virtuous. The New Testament consistently presents growth in holiness as something that involves intentional dependence on God's grace, the work of the Spirit, and continual renewal.

Perhaps the most famous verses are: "For I delight in the law of God in my inner being, but I see another law at work in my members, waging war against the law of my mind..." (Romans 7:22–23). This is military language. The soul is described as a battlefield. Paul is not describing peaceful coexistence. He describes warfare. This war occurs between competing allegiances and desires within the human person. Notice the progression. The mind delights. The will desires. Yet another principle opposes them.

This reveals that evil cannot simply be reduced to ignorance. If ignorance were the problem, education would solve humanity. If poverty were the problem, wealth would solve humanity. If politics were the problem, better governments would solve humanity. If technology were the problem, innovation would solve humanity. Yet history repeatedly demonstrates that societies can be educated, prosperous, technologically advanced, and politically sophisticated while still committing extraordinary evil. Scripture locates the deepest struggle within the human heart.

No theologian understood Romans 7 better than Augustine. He argued that before the Fall humanity possessed the genuine freedom to obey or disobey God. After the Fall, the human will became bent inward—incurvatus in se. This does not mean people are incapable of choosing anything good in a civic or relational sense; rather, apart from God's grace, the will is disordered and cannot restore itself to perfect love of God.

Augustine saw Romans 7 not as the complaint of a weak man but as the diagnosis of the entire human race. Humanity is not merely sick. It is disordered. The loves themselves have become misplaced. The problem is not simply that we love, but the problem is what we love most.

Philosophical echoes

BLAISE PASCAL OBSERVED: "Man is neither angel nor beast, and the misfortune is that he who would act the angel acts the beast." Although this is not Scripture, it remarkably echoes Paul's anthropology. Humanity bears the image of God. Yet humanity is fallen. We are capable of astonishing compassion and shocking cruelty.  The contradiction is not resolved by denying either reality.  Genesis and Romans together explain it. We were created for communion with God, yet our rebellion has fractured every faculty of our being.

Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn, reflecting on the horrors of Soviet totalitarianism, famously wrote: "The line dividing good and evil cuts through the heart of every human being." His observation challenges the temptation to locate evil exclusively in "them"—another nation, another ideology, another class of people.

Scripture does the same. Nathan's confrontation of David ("You are the man!") and Paul's argument in Romans both remind us that the deepest moral crisis is not merely external but personal. This insight aligns with Romans 7: the struggle with sin is not confined to society; it is encountered within the human heart.

Prophetic revelation

ROMANS 7 DISMANTLES two persistent illusions. The first is the illusion that humanity is basically good and only occasionally influenced by evil. Paul instead portrays a condition in which the whole person has been affected by the Fall. The second is the illusion that human effort alone can repair this condition. The chapter points beyond itself to the need for divine intervention—a theme that reaches its fulfilment in Romans 8.

Romans 7 provides a valuable lens. It does not suggest that every person contains a literal "beast." Rather, it reveals that the fallen nature is an inward reality that resists God's will and creates profound moral conflict. The metaphor of the "inner beast" can therefore be understood as a literary way of describing the untamed impulses, disordered loves, and self-rule that Scripture attributes to the fallen human condition.
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Genesis 1–2 presents a world in perfect order. Everything exists according to God's spoken Word. Creation is not merely beautiful; it is rightly ordered. Light and darkness are separated. Waters are gathered. Land appears. Life flourishes according to God's design. Humanity is created in God's image and entrusted with stewardship under His authority.

The refrain, "And God saw that it was good," culminates in "very good" (Genesis 1:31). This is not simply a moral statement but a declaration that creation is complete, harmonious, and aligned with God's purposes. Genesis 3 interrupts this harmony. It is not an isolated story inserted into Genesis but the hinge upon which the entire biblical narrative turns. Every subsequent account—Cain, the Flood, Babel, Israel's history, the prophets, the coming of Christ, and the final restoration—assumes the reality introduced here. Without Genesis 3, the drama of redemption lacks its setting.

The text portrays humanity in covenant relationship with God. Adam and Eve are not primitive beings struggling toward civilization; they are image-bearers living in fellowship with their Creator. Their task is to cultivate and guard the garden, extending God's order throughout creation. The serpent's appearance introduces a rival voice. The narrative does not dwell on the serpent's origin but on its strategy. Evil enters the story not as a competing creator but as a deceiver who seeks to distort what God has declared good.

The temptation begins not with an invitation to obvious wickedness but with a question: "Did God actually say...?" (Genesis 3:1) The attack is directed first at God's Word. The serpent does not begin by denying God's existence. He begins by undermining confidence in God's character and revelation.

The sequence is significant: question God's Word, then distort God's character, then redefine reality, then appeal to autonomous judgment, then act independently, and then experience alienation.

This pattern reappears throughout Scripture. Israel questions God's promises in the wilderness. Saul disregards God's command for pragmatic reasons. Judas follows his own desires despite walking with Jesus. At every stage, the root issue is not lack of information but mistrust of God. The woman's response reveals that uncertainty has already entered the conversation. The command is paraphrased in a way that reflects hesitation. Whether this is significant or not, the narrative quickly moves to the serpent's direct contradiction: "You will not surely die."

Here the lie becomes explicit. The serpent offers an alternative interpretation of reality. He portrays God not as generous but as withholding. Obedience is reframed as oppression. Autonomy is presented as liberation. The temptation reaches its climax: "You will be like God, knowing good and evil." This phrase has often been misunderstood. The issue is not the acquisition of intellectual knowledge. Scripture itself encourages wisdom and understanding. The problem is the aspiration to determine good and evil independently of God. Humanity seeks moral autonomy rather than faithful dependence.

The fruit is attractive:  "Good for food", “A delight to the eyes," and “Desired to make one wise." The appeal is comprehensive. It addresses physical appetite, aesthetic desire, and intellectual ambition. The whole person is drawn toward self-rule. Genesis 3 does not suggest that humanity suddenly ceased bearing God's image. Later texts affirm that the image remains (Genesis 9:6; James 3:9). What changes is the orientation of the human person. Before the Fall, humanity receives identity from God, desire is ordered under obedience, freedom flourishes within God's purposes, and relationship with God is marked by trust.

After the Fall, identity becomes self-defined, desire seeks independence, freedom is reinterpreted as autonomy, and trust gives way to suspicion. This is not merely a behavioural shift but an anthropological one. The faculties of the soul remain, yet their orientation is distorted.

The mind is capable of reason but vulnerable to self-deception. The will still chooses, yet its loves are disordered. The affections continue to desire, but their objects become misplaced. The conscience still bears witness, yet it can be suppressed or ignored. Humanity remains wonderfully made, but no longer rightly ordered.

Genesis 3 reveals the first heartbeat of the beast. The beast is born, not when Adam and Eve eat the fruit, but when the heart embraces autonomy. The first movement of the beast is therefore not violence. It is self-rule. Cain's murder, Babel's pride, Pharaoh's hardness, Saul's jealousy, Judas' betrayal, and the Beast of Revelation all unfold from this same root: humanity determining life on its own terms rather than under God's reign. In this sense, the beast is fundamentally theological before it is moral. It is the creature attempting to occupy the Creator's place.
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