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​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​The Chronicles of Kerrigan

Book I - Rae of Hope is FREE!

BOOK TRAILER: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gILAwXxx8MU

How hard do you have to shake the family tree to find the truth about the past?
Fifteen year-old Rae Kerrigan never really knew her family's history. Her mother and father died when she was young and it is only when she accepts a scholarship to the prestigious Guilder Boarding School in England that a mysterious family secret is revealed.
Will the sins of the father be the sins of the daughter?
As Rae struggles with new friends, a new school and a star-struck forbidden love, she must also face the ultimate challenge: receive a tattoo on her sixteenth birthday with specific powers that may bind her to an unspeakable darkness. It's up to Rae to undo the dark evil in her family's past and have a ray of hope for her future.
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Website:

http://www.wanitamay.yolasite.com

Facebook:

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Author-WJ-May-FAN-PAGE/141170442608149

Newsletter:

SIGN UP FOR W.J. May's Newsletter to find out about new releases, updates, cover reveals and even freebies!
http://eepurl.com/97aYf
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​​​​​​​​EVERYONE NEEDS TO BE a hero at one point in their life. 
Everyone needs to be a hero at one point in their life. The small town of Elliot Lake will never be the same again after Zoe, a high school senior from Elliot Lake, and five of her friends take shelter in an abandoned uranium mine during a violent thunderstorm. Over the next few days, Zoe’s hearing sharpens drastically... to supernatural levels. She tells her friends, only to learn that four others have an increased sense as well. Zoe is determined to use her new power for good, while trying to keep her growing feelings for Kieran, the new Scottish boy from their group, under control.
Fashioning themselves into superheroes, the group tries to stop the strange occurrences happening in their little town. Muggings, break-ins, disappearances, and murder begin to hit too close to home. It leads the team to think someone knows about their secret – someone who wants them all dead. 
An incredulous group of heroes. A traitor in the midst. Some dreams are written in blood.
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Zoe

THE RADAR SENSE OF my hearing seemed to sharpen at night. It kept me constantly on edge. I’d bolt up, terrified by the sound of someone moaning, and then gag when I realized it was the neighbor two houses down and her husband. Or I’d blink into awareness unsure what had pulled me up from sleep, and a moment later hear the too-loud skitter of a bug across the floor, or the creak of the mattress as my dad turned over. I’d take several deep breaths to slow my racing heart, wishing it was as easy to erase the images certain sounds brought with them, and lie down again. Just as I managed to drift back toward sleep, a car’s breaks screeched, or a diesel truck went by on the highway. Sirens, horns, animals, people getting up for a midnight snack across the street, laughter, crying... All of it kept me from sleeping. Ear plugs didn’t help; nothing did. 

Screw saving people. After a night of no sleep, I was more interested in killing them for some peace and quiet. By lunch time I couldn’t wait to head to Brent’s—anything to work off the crazy jitters and find a way to tune some of the noise out. Much more, and I was going to completely crazy. 

I pulled into Seth’s driveway and killed the ignition. It seemed silly to drive two cars to Brent’s when I went right by his place. Climbing out of the car, I shut the door behind me, grimacing at the rusty creak of its hinges. Was the sound of the closing door ever going to stop feeling like an ax to the back of the head?

As I turned to walk up the drive, a motorbike parked near the house caught my attention. I paused, wondering who it belonged to. Seth’s dad definitely didn’t ride, but it wouldn’t surprise me if his mom had taken up a new hobby. I grinned. It was exactly the kind of thing she would do. If I ever have kids, I hope I’m just like her.

Seth stepped out of the two-story house and onto the covered porch. “Hey!” he hollered. Or maybe just said. It was hard to tell anymore. He rested his hands on the railing of the porch and leaned over toward me. 

“Your mom buy a bike?” I asked, stopping at the bottom of the stairs.

A laugh erupted behind Seth. I jumped, and tried to catch a glimpse of whoever sat on the cedar chair hidden by a brick pillar and the bulk of Seth’s shoulders. The laugh echoed in my skull, making my stomach flip and my skin tingle. Weird. 

“Yer mum would ride a bike?” Kieran appeared at the top of the steps wearing a white tee shirt and a pair of shorts with a Rangers Football Club emblem. He laughed again. 

“Probably,” Seth scoffed. “Especially after she sees yours. Wanna know where she is today?”

“Where?” I asked, because he was expecting me to.

Seth rolled his eyes. “Bungee jumping! What forty-five-year-old woman does that?” He tried to sound embarrassed, but I knew him too well to fall for it, and the way the right side of his mouth turned up was kind of a dead giveaway. He loved his mom and her sense of adventure. 

“What’d your dad say?”

“He’s videotaping it!”

Kieran and I both laughed at that. The sound of his laugh sent pleasant little shivers up my spine. 

Seth rambled on about his mother and bungee jumping as we headed toward the car. Kieran caught my eye and winked at me. 

I smiled back. He totally gets it. 

“My car’s a bit of antique,” I said as we got closer to the Bug. I kind of felt like I should apologize for the way rust had blended so thoroughly with the yellow paint that you couldn’t tell where one ended and the other began. It looked like a tree in Autumn, and I loved it, but other people tended to be a skeptical sometimes. 

“Yer parents buy it for you?” Kieran asked. He strolled beside me, his knuckles brushing against my hand as our arms swung with walking.

“Nope.” Momentarily distracted by his touch, I stuttered, “I-I bought it with money saved from a paper route I’d had since I was, like, ten. After I passed my driver’s test, my dad took me out to this old farm and I paid cash for her.” I patted the hood, unable to hide the pride in my voice or to stop myself from babbling. “She’s not exactly fancy, but she’s a good car.” 

“She’s unique,” he said, smiling a crooked smile at me.

My heart swelled. Cute and a sense of humor. I realized I was staring when Kieran’s heart shifted its rhythm. “So... anything going on with you? You know, with the sensation thing?”

He shook his head. “Nothing. But it’s okay. I’m here ta watch, and cheer you on.” He laughed, shoulder bumping against mine. “I’ll be yer groupie.” 

My stomach fluttered and my cheeks flushed hot.

“You comin’ or what?” Seth asked, standing beside the open passenger door with one leg already inside the car. “I call shotgun.”

“Yeah,” I said, jumping a little. “Yeah. We’re coming.”

Kieran crawled into the back behind the driver’s seat. I hopped in and started the engine, then shoved the stick shift into reverse and popped the clutch. Our eyes met in the rear-view mirror as I backed out of the driveway, and I quickly looked away. 

He was smoking hot. I loved the slightly messy dark hair my fingers longed to run through, the crooked edge of his smile. It was a lucky thing I was the one with the super hearing, or I’d be giving myself away every time I looked at him. 

I made a mental effort to focus back on the road. My thoughts seemed so obvious I worried Seth and Kieran could somehow hear them. I probably have a neon sign above my head: “I’m hot for the Scot.”

“Brent’s place is perfect,” Seth said, interrupting my thoughts. He threw his arm over my seat and turned to look back at Kieran. “His folks are loaded. Like, seriously. Yacht and first class flights kind of loaded. If there was a place around here to sail a yacht, anyway. 

“His granddad left a crap-ton of money to his dad. Actually, I think he left a good chunk to Brent and his brother, Nate, as well. Anyway, his dad’s some kind of genius and invested the money to make a shit-load more. They probably use hundred dollar bills to line their coffee filter every morning.”

Kieran laughed. “I’ll check the loo roll while I’m there, then.”

Appalled to hear Seth talk like that about Brent, I threw him a dirty look and took my hand off the wheel for long enough to thump him across the chest. “What the heck, Seth? He’s your best friend.”

“Hey!” Seth blocked his upper body with his arms like he expected me to hit him again. “I was braggin’. Brent’s totally cool. He doesn’t act like big money.” He turned again to Kieran. “Except that he’s always insisting on footing the bill. Which gets old after a while, let me tell you.”

“I don’t know,” Kieran said. “Seems like a good guy to have about.”

“Well sure. He’s a great guy to have around. I’m just saying I wouldn’t mind treating my friends sometimes.” Seth shrugged. “But I guess he’s got to have something other than his guitar collection to throw money at.”

I turned onto Brent’s long driveway and glanced into the rear-view. “He’s an awesome guitar player. He’s played at PHP a couple times.”

“Cool.” Kieran turned his head toward the window and whistled. “Nice pad.”

I had to agree with him. Even though I’d visited plenty of times, I was still a little startled by the enormous house that loomed over the trees lining the driveway as we approached. 

It was red brick; an old estate house Brent’s dad had moved from somewhere near Niagara Falls and set on too many acres to count. The entire thing had been redone, with an awesome white porch you wished you had, except it would never fit on your own house. It was just as amazing inside, with twenty foot ceilings, walnut floors, and working fireplaces in, like, every room. Brent’s mom liked antique stuff, and she’d filled the house with a mix of old and new. It looked pretty cool, but I doubted Brent and his brother had ever been allowed to run or play inside. 

“His mom’s a fashion designer,” I told Kieran. “She wants Brent to have our grad party here. He only agreed if it’s in the gym. He’s—” I shot Seth a warning glare. “—not into showing off, but he would do anything for his mom.” 

“Oh man. Speaking of the gym. Wait ‘til you see the thing. It cost like a billion dollars. It’s freakin—”

I nailed Seth in the chest again, harder. 

“Woah. Fine.” He held up his hands in surrender. “Just make this bug crawl a bit faster and pull around back.”

I drove to the end of the drive and parked the car in the lot at the side of the gym. And, okay, maybe I shouldn’t have whacked Seth. He hadn’t exactly been wrong. This place is totally brag-worthy, honestly. Massive, with an NBA regulation-size basketball court, a weight room that made professional gyms look cheap, a ten person sauna, and probably more I’d never noticed. It put the gymnasium at the high school to shame. 

Brent stood outside with his back against the brick. When I braked to a stop, he strolled over and put his hand on the bug. His fingers were spread wide, his brows scrunched together in concentration. He’d touch the car, pull his hand away, and then touch it again—from one end of my little car to the other.

“Sheesh, Zoe.” He chuckled. “You got trash in your front trunk, crap under the driver’s seat, and what looks like a moldy sandwich in there.” 

Seth laughed. “What feel-boy? You can’t see it clear enough? I can sure smell it.”

Brent kept a straight face. “Thing’s so moldy I can’t tell if it’s food, or your mom’s underwear from the last time I took her for a drive.”

Kieran and I doubled over with laughter. “That—” I choked out. “That is disgusting.”

Seth swung his door open and set his long legs on the pavement. He stretched, and inhaled deeply. “Smells like money,” he mumbled. I heard him clear as day. He pointed to Brent. “I’m gonna let that one slide only ’cause I know I’ll kick your ass when we get inside.”

I jumped out of the car and swung the seat forward to let Kieran out, catching it just before it hit the horn. For a little old car, the bug had a voice like a semi-truck’s. Not so good for the girl with the super-sensitive ears.

Kieran brushed past me as he squeezed out of the car. “Ta.”

I turned away, struggling to pull myself together. One word and I’m mush?

“T-The girls here, yet?” I asked Brent, trying to distract myself.

He tipped his head back. “Yeah. They’re playing around in the gym. Rylee’s built some kind of wicked obstacle course. She got all excited when she found the storage room with the gymnastic equipment.”

“Awesome!” Seth slammed his door. “What all have they done?”

“They kicked me out.” Brent shrugged. “Said they wanted to surprise us.”

“Did you peek?” I lightly tapped his wrist with my finger.

Brent pretended to stare up at the sky. I tapped harder. 

“Maybe a couple of times,” he admitted, laughing. “Come on, aren’t you loving the skills?”

“Yeah!” Seth bellowed. “This is gonna be amazing!”

“I don’t get how doing exercise is going to change things,” Kieran said. 

“It’s not the working out.” Seth grinned, and flexed an admittedly impressive bicep. “Though that does help with attracting the ladies.”

He caught me glaring and relaxed his stance. “Watch us on the stuff and see what happens. You’ll get where I’m going with it.” He jogged toward the door. “Let’s go! No time like the present to change the world.” 

I exchanged glances with Kieran and Brent, and we followed at a somewhat slower pace. 

“Any changes?” Brent asked.

“I wish.” Kieran sighed. “It’s daft, I guess, but I’ll admit to being a bit jealous.”

I loved the bounce of Kieran’s words as he spoke. Imagine having his voice on the radio. I’d listen to it all night long. Shame I had to listen to annoying humming sounds from inside the gym and the rustles and calls of every bird and animal in a five mile radius along with Kieran’s accent. 

Busy with listening, I nearly walked into the door frame. I caught myself, silently hoping no one had noticed, and ducked inside. The building was dim after the bright sunlight outside; I blinked several times to let my eyes adjust. My ears picked up the purr of the fans and the whirring of electrical power to the lights, an air conditioner...everything I’d heard outside, even louder within the metal cage of the gym. 

Rylee came running over to hug each of us. I stared over her shoulder at the obstacle course she’d constructed out of what looked like most of the gym equipment. She’d hung climbing ropes, and put up a what looked like punching bags opposite them. Blue gymnast spring mats were laid out to one side. Heidi sitting on one, doing stretches. 

“How long’ve you been here?” I asked. 

“I got a little carried away,” Rylee admitted, with a smile that said she didn’t feel even a little bit bad about it. “If Brent’s dad doesn’t care, we could keep this up for a while and practice our skills here.” 

Brent shrugged. “Not a problem.”

“Also, check this out!” Rylee pushed a red button on a remote in her hand and the Rocky soundtrack started blaring out of the speakers. I jerked in surprise and pain, pressing my hands quickly over my ears. 

Rylee winced. “Too loud?” She mouthed. She hit the volume button a couple of times. “Better?”

“Not really.” I hustled over to the wall console and manually turned it off.

Rylee pouted at me, but I didn’t give in. No way was I going to spend the next hour trying not to go deaf. Rylee gave up with a huff and headed for Seth, talking excitedly and pointing at all the equipment. In one corner, she had erected what looked like a twenty-foot pole, balanced at a steep diagonal between stacked blocks and a ladder. It didn’t look particularly stable. I stared at it, wondering what the heck she planned on using it for. 

Seth clapped his hands loudly together. I jumped. He grinned at all of us. “It’s time,” he said, “to turn ourselves into superheroes.”
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Chapter 2
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WE ALL LAUGHED, KIERAN loudest of all. “Is it now? And what’s yer plan?”

Seth’s face remained serious. “We’ve got these super senses, right? But it’s not just that. They’re going to make our physical attributes stronger as well.”

“Wow!” Heidi laughed from her place on the mat. “Three syllables. I think that’s the biggest word you’ve ever used.”

“See? It’s working already.” Seth beamed. “I’m getting smarter as we speak.”

Brent and I looked at each other and rolled our eyes.

“I saw that,” Seth said, no anger in his voice.

“How d’you figure? That yer senses are going ta make you stronger?” Kieran leaned against a wall, his arms tucked snugly against his chest. I told myself I wasn’t staring.

“He might be right, actually,” Heidi said. “Not to be the kid with the photographic memory, but these super senses could have a pretty strong effect on physical prowess. The endocrine system’s reaction to heightened stimuli, in this case the disproportionate overload from—” 

Her eyes flitted over each of us, staring at her with obvious incomprehension. “Oh, never mind. I’m just guessing anyway.” She grinned, probably because she’d grown used to our confused faces. “So, where do we start?” 

“Everywhere,” Seth replied. “Anywhere. Pick a station and start.” He pointed to his right. “Try the rock climbing wall and see how easy it’ll be for you, now. Or have a go at the punching bag. Whatever.” 

He stepped forward and grabbed one of the long, thick ropes hanging from the ceiling. One hand over the other, he was up the rope in a flash. He reached the top, grinned down at us, and swung his body to move the rope from side to side until he could reach the one adjacent. He slid down the two, one hand on each side. When he landed, he laughed. “See? Easy as pie.”

“I don’t believe you. You’ve got to have rope burn from sliding like that.” I stalked over and grabbed his wrists, flipping his hands palm up. I stared in amazement. No burns or redness. Nothing. 

He held a rope out to me. “Try it.”

“I can’t climb up there. I can’t even do a chin up.” I grabbed his hand and looked at it again. “Your hands are probably just used to this.”

Seth shook his head. “You see any big, heavy callouses? I’ve only been doing this kind of thing since the night at the mine. They’ll start hurting, but it takes longer than normal. The crazy-strong smell thing stinks, but the stuff that comes with it...you gotta try it to believe it.” He started up the rope again. He had tanks for biceps, but even he shouldn’t have been able to move that fast. It looked like an invisible line pulled him up. 

I was a little curious. I headed for the boxing
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