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​Introduction
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Welcome to this book designed to help you expand your knowledge of English. My goal is to help you speak and write more fluently. You can find the easiest dialogues at the beginning of the book, and the more difficult ones at the back. There are 99 dialogues in total.

Let's face it, English can be difficult to master, even for the best students. In this book, you'll find English dialogues that are ideal for intermediate to advanced learners. 

The best way to learn new vocabulary is in context. To get the most bang for your buck, be sure to do the following: 


−  Review frequently.

−  Try to use some of the phrases and expressions in real life. 

−  Don't be nervous about making mistakes. That's how you'll get better at English!

−  Consider studying with a friend so you can help each other stay motivated. 

−  Use a notebook and write down new words, idioms, expressions, etc. that you run across. Review frequently so that they stay fresh in your mind. 

−  Be sure to answer the questions at the end of each dialogue. I recommend trying to do this from memory. No peeking :) 

−  I recommend doing one dialogue a day. This will be more beneficial than finishing the entire book in a week or two. There are 99 dialogues, so this will take you around 3 months. Be consistent.


Good luck and I wish you well on your journey to becoming more proficient with English. 
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​About the Author: Jackie Bolen
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I taught English in South Korea for 10 years to every level and type of student. I've taught every age from kindergarten kids to adults. Most of my time has centered around teaching at two universities in Cheonan and Busan. These days, I'm teaching teenagers and adults in Vancouver, Canada. In my spare time, you can usually find me outside surfing, biking, hiking, or snowshoeing.

In case you were wondering what my academic qualifications are, I hold a Master of Arts in Psychology. During my time in Korea I successfully completed both the Cambridge CELTA and DELTA certification programs. With the combination of almost 15 years teaching ESL/EFL learners of all ages and levels, and the more formal teaching qualifications I've obtained, I have a solid foundation on which to offer advice to English learners. 

I hope that you find this book useful. I would love it if you sent me an email with any questions or feedback that you might have.

YouTube: www.youtube.com/c/jackiebolen

Pinterest: www.pinterest.com/eslspeaking

Email: jb.business.online@gmail.com 

You may also want to check out these other books by Jackie Bolen. It's easy to find them wherever you like to buy books.


−  Master Business English Vocabulary 

−  365 American English Idioms

−  1001 English Expressions and Phrases

−  700+ Really Useful English Phrases and Expressions for Traveling
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​The Ice Cream Shop
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Mandy and Todd are deciding what kind of ice cream to get. 

Mandy: There are so many choices here! I'm like a kid in a candy shop. 

Todd: They don't call it 99 scoops for nothing! What's your fancy? 

Mandy: I know it's boring but I usually go for the same thing every time. I get a double: cookies & cream and rainbow sherbet. 

Todd: Those are classics for sure! Can't go wrong with them. Sticking with what you love. Not a bad strategy at all. 

Mandy: What do you like? 

Todd: I like to mix it up and get something different every time. I think I'll go for the salted caramel. I'm sure I'll have some regret when I see the ones you got though! 

Vocabulary 

like a kid in a candy shop: Feeling very happy! Lots of good things to choose from. 

scoops: Refers to ice cream balls. 

what's your fancy?: A kind of old-fashioned way to ask, “What do you like/want?”

a double: 2 scoops of ice cream. 

classics: The usual things. Not new and trendy. 

sticking with: Not choosing something new; going with the familiar. 

mix it up: Change something; choose a new thing. 

Practice 

	All these new cars? I'm _____.

	Why don't we _____ and get Chinese tonight? 

	I prefer _____ to new releases. 

	How many _____ are you going to get? 

	What do you think about _____ this contractor for next year? 

	_____. I'm thinking of going with pepperoni and mushroom.

	I'd like _____ please: chocolate and French vanilla. 


Answers 

	like a kid in a candy shop

	mix it up 

	classics

	scoops

	sticking with 

	What's your fancy? 

	a double 
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​Make Your Bed
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A dad is talking to his kid about doing chores. 

Dad: Let's talk about chores. Which one do you want to do this month? 

Child: What are the options? 

Dad: Well, you can wash the dishes after dinner, cook dinner once a week, or sweep and mop. Plus, I expect you to make your bed, clean your room, do your homework and if you make a mess, clean it up. 

Child: Dad! That seems like a lot. I don't want to do any of those things. 

Dad: Well, then I guess you're choosing no allowance too? 

Vocabulary 

wash the dishes: Clean pots, plates, cups, etc. 

cook dinner: Make food for an evening meal. 

sweep and mop: Clean the floor. 

make your bed: Organize sheets and blankets on a bed after sleeping. 

clean your room: Tidy a bedroom. 

do your homework: Do extra work at home that a teacher assigns. 

make a mess: Make something untidy. 

clean it up: Organize or take care of a mess. 

Practice

	Can you please _____ in the sink and clean up the kitchen when you get home from school?

	Let's take on the floors this weekend. We can _____ together, okay? 

	I don't mind if you play a board game but please _____ afterwards. 

	Please _____ after school. I'm not sure what happened to it since last night! 

	You have to _____ tonight. What do you want to make? 

	_____ before playing video games. You have lots to do. 

	Tim always seems to _____ at every single meal. 

	Please _____ every morning before you go to school. 


Answers

	wash the dishes

	sweep and mop

	clean it up

	clean your room

	cook dinner

	do your homework

	make a mess

	make your bed
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​Time to Kill
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Nathan's dad is asking him for some help with housework.

Dad: Nathan, it looks like you have time to kill. 

Nathan: As we speak, I was just thinking about getting started on that essay I have to do.

Dad: You don't even know what I'm going to say. Anyways, isn't it due two weeks from now? You can do it later tonight or this weekend. 

Nathan: No, but, I like to finish things early. 

Dad: No excuses. I rarely ask you for help. Let's take out the trash, put all this laundry away, empty the dishwasher and clean out the fridge. I'm going to go grocery shopping later. 

Nathan: How long will it take? 

Dad: It depends on how hard you work! Maybe half an hour?

Vocabulary

time to kill: Lots of free time. 

as we speak: At the moment of talking together. 

two weeks from now: 14 days in the future. 

later tonight: Sometime in the evening, on the same day. 

rarely: Not often. 

later: A point in the future. 

how long: A question about the length of time. 

half an hour: 30 minutes. 

––––––––
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Practice

	Let's meet up in about _____.

	_____, the USA is invading Iraq.

	_____, I'd like to get some help with my homework. 

	_____ will we be gone for?

	_____, I'm starting my new job. 

	I'll talk to you _____.

	If you have _____, why don't you clean your room? 

	I _____ check Facebook. 


Answers

	half an hour

	as we speak 

	later tonight 

	how long

	two weeks from now 

	later 

	time to kill 

	rarely 
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​Time to Call it a Day
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Tony and Keith are coworkers and talking about finishing up for the day. 

Tony: What do you think? Is it time to call it a day and grab a beer?

Keith: I've got about another half-hour of work. Can you wait until quarter to? 

Tony: Sure, no problem. I'll see you at the appointed time. 

Keith: Awesome. See you soon. And don't let me stay too late at the pub, okay? My wife will be so angry at me. 

Tony: I'm not your babysitter! Haha.

Vocabulary 

time to call it a day: An expression for finishing something (work, school, a project, etc.).

half-hour: 30 minutes

quarter to: 15 minutes until the hour. For example, 10:45 or 2:45.

at the appointed time: An agreed-upon time when something will happen. 

soon: In a short amount of time. 

too late: Longer than you want to be doing something or staying somewhere, usually at night.

Practice

	Is it _____ to sign up? I'm sorry I missed the deadline.

	Why don't I pick you up at _____ seven? 

	I'll see you _____. I'm just leaving now. 

	I'll need a _____ to get organized. Don't leave without me, okay?

	Things will happen _____. Be patient!

	It's ______. I'm beat.


––––––––
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Answers 

	too late

	quarter to 

	soon 

	half-hour

	at the appointed time

	time to call it a day 
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​Laptop Bag
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Doug is talking to Chris about losing his laptop bag. 

Chris: Hey, what's up Doug? 

Doug: Not much but I did lose my laptop bag, with my computer in it the other day. 

Chris: Oh, that's not good. How did it happen? 

Doug: I was taking the bus and just left it under the seat when I got off. I reported it and checked lost and found but no luck. 

Chris: Do you back up your files regularly? 

Doug: Thankfully, yes. I have all the important stuff on a hard drive. But I had to change my password for all my accounts. And of course, buy a new computer. 

Vocabulary 

laptop bag: A bag that can be used to transport a laptop computer. 

taking the bus:  Riding the bus. 

under the seat: A space that is below a seat on a bus, plane, or train. 

got off: Exited a train, bus, plane, etc. 

lost and found: A place to look for something that you've lost. 

no luck: Something doesn't work out the way you want it to. 

back up your files: Store a copy of electronic files somewhere else (on a hard drive or in the cloud). 

change my password: Make a new password for an account. 

––––––––
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Practice 

	I'd love a new _____ for my birthday, please.

	Please put your bag _____ if it fits. 

	It's good practice to _____ at least once a month. 

	I've had _____ with learning French. I just can't get the hang of it. 

	I may have gotten hacked. I have to _____. 

	My friend was there to meet me when I _____ the bus. 

	I think I'm going to buy a car. I hate _____.  

	Have you checked _____ for your water bottle yet? 


Answers 

	laptop bag

	under the seat

	back up your files 

	no luck 

	change my password 

	got off 

	taking the bus. 

	lost and found 


	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

​When I'm Sleeping
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Bob and Sammy are talking about sleep problems.

Bob: Hey Sammy, what's up? Are you okay? 

Sammy: I'm so tired these days. 

Bob: Are you not getting enough sleep? 

Sammy: I get a decent amount of sleep. When I'm sleeping, I think I must be restless or something. Like when I wake up, I feel okay but by the afternoon, I'm so exhausted. 

Bob: How many hours are you getting? 

Sammy: Oh, 7 hours a night. 

Bob: What time do you go to sleep? 

Sammy: Around 10. 

Bob: And do you have any alcohol or caffeine in the evening? 

Sammy: Oh yeah, I usually have a few beers before I hit the sack to help me sleep.

Bob: Did you know that alcohol prevents your body from going into a deep sleep?

Vocabulary 

these days: Recently. 

when I'm sleeping: The period of time when someone is sleeping. For example, 11 pm to 7 am. 

when I wake up: The point in time when someone goes from sleeping to being awake. 

by the afternoon: A point in time before afternoon (around 1 pm). 

7 hours a night: How many hours someone sleeps each evening. 

what time: Asking about a specific time. For example, 10:30 or 7 pm.

in the evening: Some point during the nighttime hours. (approx 6 pm to midnight).

before: Preceding something. 

Practice

	Let's clean up the dishes _____ we go out.

	______, I usually spend a few minutes on my cellphone. 

	I generally sleep for ______.

	_____, I'm looking for a new job. Hopefully something pans out soon. 

	______, I like to be outside if the weather is nice. 

	I'm usually desperate for more coffee ______.

	I like to have some background noise like a fan on ______. I live on a busy street. 

	_____ are we meeting at the restaurant again? 


Answers

	before

	when I wake up 

	7 hours a night 

	these days 

	in the evening

	by the afternoon 

	when I'm sleeping 

	what time 
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