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			This book is dedicated to the members of the 1968 world champion Detroit Tigers, who emerged victorious in one of the most exciting World Series I witnessed as a youngster.
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			Introduction

		

		
			The Tiger Legacy

			Originally founded in 1894 as a member of the Western League, the American League’s minor league predecessor, the Detroit Tigers spent their first two seasons playing at Boulevard Park, situated on East Lafayette (then called Champlain Street), between Helen and East Grand Boulevard, near Belle Isle. In 1896, they moved into newly constructed Bennett Park, built by team owner George Vanderbeck at the corner of Michigan and Trumbull Avenues. The Tigers subsequently became one of the American League’s eight charter franchises in 1901, when the junior circuit raised itself to major league status by raiding the more established National League of many of its best players.

			Although various legends persist as to how the Tigers originally acquired their nickname, including one involving the orange stripes they wore on their black stockings, Richard Bak presented the most commonly accepted theory in his 1998 book, A Place for Summer: A Narrative History of Tiger Stadium. In his work, Bak explains that the moniker originated from the Detroit Light Guard military unit (also known as “The Tigers”), a group that played a significant role in certain Civil War battles, and in the 1898 Spanish-American War. Initially referred to in the news as both the “Wolverines” and the “Tigers,” the Detroit franchise sought and received formal permission from the Light Guard to use its trademark when it entered the major leagues in 1901. It has continued to bear that nickname ever since.

			The Tigers experienced little in the way of success over the course of their first six American League seasons, posting a winning record just twice, while also finishing as high as third in the standings on just two occasions. However, with the emergence of 20-year-old Ty Cobb as the game’s greatest player in 1907, the Tigers compiled a record of 92–58 under new manager Hughie Jennings, capturing in the process the first of their three consecutive A.L. pennants. Unfortunately, they subsequently managed to post just a tie in Game One of the World Series against the Chicago Cubs, en route to losing the Fall Classic in five games. Detroit and Chicago once again represented their respective leagues in the World Series the following year, with the Cubs again needing only five games to dispose of their A.L. counterparts. Although the Tigers fared somewhat better against the Pirates in the 1909 Fall Classic, they once again came up short, eventually falling to Pittsburgh in seven games. Ty Cobb and fellow outfielder Sam Crawford paced the Tigers’ offense during their three-year reign as A.L. champions, while “Wild” Bill Donovan, George Mullin, and Ed Killian anchored Detroit’s pitching staff.

			After failing to finish atop the A.L. standings in each of the next two seasons, the Tigers moved into Navin Field in 1912. Named after owner Frank Navin, who purchased the team from William Yawkey following the conclusion of the 1907 campaign, Navin Field was built on the same location as Bennett Park. Although plumbing fixture manufacturer Walter Briggs, Sr., who assumed ownership of the club after Navin passed away during the 1935 season, expanded the ballpark in 1938 and renamed it Briggs Stadium, the Tigers continued to play their home games on the same piece of land. In fact, even after broadcast media owners Fred Knorr and John Fetzger took over control of the franchise in 1956 and renamed the ballpark Tiger Stadium in 1961, the Tigers remained at the same locale. They continued to call Tiger Stadium home until Mike Ilitch, who acquired the club eight years earlier, opened Comerica Park in 2000.

			Meanwhile, the Tigers remained competitive on the field throughout most of the second decade of the twentieth century, finishing second and third in the A.L. standings two times each, with their strongest showing during that period coming in 1915, when they posted 100 victories. Sam Crawford and Bobby Veach combined with the incomparable Ty Cobb during that time to give Detroit one of the greatest outfields in baseball history. Unfortunately for the Tigers, though, they had very little in the way of pitching in most of those years, preventing them from returning to the World Series. A similar trend developed during the 1920s, even after Cobb became the team’s player/manager in 1921. Outfielder Harry Heilmann evolved into one of the game’s great hitters, capturing four batting titles, including leading the league with a mark of .403 in 1923. But, with a pitching staff that typically allowed the opposition nearly as many runs as they scored, the Tigers failed to seriously contend for the A.L. pennant at any point during the decade.

			Led by slugging first baseman Hank Greenberg, brilliant all-around second sacker Charlie Gehringer, and an improved pitching staff that included Tommy Bridges and Schoolboy Rowe, the Tigers once again rose to prominence during the 1930s, capturing back-to-back pennants in 1934 and 1935. After losing the 1934 World Series to the St. Louis Cardinals in seven games, the Tigers won their first world championship the following year, defeating the Chicago Cubs in the Fall Classic in six games. The Tigers finished second to the Yankees in two of the next four years, as New York reeled off an unprecedented four consecutive world championships. The Bengals finally earned a return trip to the World Series in 1940 by edging out the Indians and Yankees in a close three-team pennant race. However, they came up just a bit short in the Fall Classic, losing to the Cincinnati Reds in seven games.

			The retirement of Gehringer and the loss of Greenberg to military service during World War II caused the Tigers to struggle somewhat the next few seasons. But, buoyed by the mid-season return of Greenberg and the extraordinary pitching of two-time A.L. MVP Hal Newhouser in 1945, they returned to the top of the league standings, after which they once again defeated the Cubs in the World Series, this time in seven games.

			The Tigers continued to contend for the A.L. flag under managers Steve O’Neill and Red Rolfe from 1946 to 1950, finishing second in the league three times and posting a winning record in each of those five seasons. However, they subsequently entered into their next period of mediocrity, winning more games than they lost in only 3 of the next 10 seasons. Nevertheless, several standout performers graced the Detroit roster during that time, including Hall of Fame third baseman George Kell, 1959 A.L. batting champion Harvey Kuenn, pitchers Jim Bunning and Frank Lary, and Tiger legend Al Kaline.

			The Tigers once again emerged as contenders during the 1960s, posting a winning record all but once from 1961 to 1967, including a 101-victory showing in the first of those campaigns. They captured their first pennant in 23 years in 1968, with A.L. MVP and Cy Young Award winner Denny McLain’s 31 wins leading the way. The Tigers subsequently mounted a memorable comeback in the World Series, overcoming a three-games-to-one deficit to the St. Louis Cardinals by sweeping the last three contests, with Mickey Lolich earning World Series MVP honors by throwing three complete-game victories. Other outstanding performers on the Tiger clubs of that period included first baseman Norm Cash, outfielder Willie Horton, and catcher Bill Freehan.

			Although the Tigers earned a postseason berth in 1972 by capturing the A.L. East title, they failed to make it back to the World Series until 1984, when they easily advanced to the playoffs by posting a team-record 104 victories during the regular season. After sweeping the Kansas City Royals in three straight games in the American League Championship Series (ALCS), they routed the overmatched San Diego Padres in the Fall Classic, disposing of them in five games. Detroit’s powerful world championship squad included sluggers Kirk Gibson and Lance Parrish, exceptional middle infielders Lou Whitaker and Alan Trammell, and standout pitchers Jack Morris and Dan Petry. Somewhat surprisingly, the Tigers have yet to win another world championship since their dominating 1984 performance. Although they have since advanced to the ALCS five more times (1987, 2006, and 2011–2013), they have made it back to the World Series just twice, losing to the St. Louis Cardinals in five games in 2006, and being swept by the San Francisco Giants in four straight games in 2012. Yet, with outstanding players such as Miguel Cabrera, Justin Verlander, Victor Martinez, David Price, and Ian Kinsler currently manning their roster, it appears to be only a matter of time before the Tigers once again hoist the World Series trophy. Their next world championship will be their fifth. Meanwhile, the Tigers’ 11 pennants give them the fourth-highest total in A.L. history, behind only the New York Yankees, the Philadelphia/Oakland Athletics, and the Boston Red Sox.

			In addition to the level of success the Tigers have reached as a team over the years, a significant number of players have attained notable individual honors while playing in Detroit. The Tigers boast 12 MVP winners, placing them third in the American League, behind only the Yankees and Athletics. They also have featured five Cy Young Award winners, two Triple Crown winners (Ty Cobb in 1909 and Miguel Cabrera in 2012), two pitching Triple Crown winners (Hal Newhouser in 1945 and Justin Verlander in 2011), 12 home run champions, and 26 batting champions—more than any other major league team. Meanwhile, 16 members of the Baseball Hall of Fame spent at least one full season playing for the Tigers, 9 of whom had most of their finest seasons in Detroit.

			Factors Used to Determine Rankings

			It should come as no surprise that selecting the 50 greatest players ever to perform for a team with the rich history of the Detroit Tigers presented a difficult and daunting task. Even after I narrowed the field down to a mere 50 men, I found myself faced with the challenge of ranking the elite players that remained. Certainly, the names of Ty Cobb, Al Kaline, Hank Greenberg, Charlie Gehringer, Miguel Cabrera, and Justin Verlander would appear at, or near, the top of virtually everyone’s list, but the order might vary somewhat from one person to the next. Several other outstanding performers have gained general recognition through the years as being among the greatest players ever to wear a Tiger uniform. Hal Newhouser, Alan Trammell, Lou Whitaker, and Jack Morris head the list of other Tiger icons. But, how does one differentiate between the all-around brilliance of Al Kaline and the offensive dominance of Ty Cobb; or the pitching greatness of Justin Verlander and the extraordinary hitting ability of Miguel Cabrera? After initially deciding which players to include on my list, I then needed to determine what criteria I should use to formulate my final rankings.

			The first thing I decided to examine was the level of dominance a player attained during his time in Detroit. How often did he lead the American League in some major offensive or pitching statistical category? How did he fare in the annual MVP and/or Cy Young voting? How many times did he make the All-Star team?

			I also needed to weigh the level of statistical compilation a player achieved while wearing a Tigers uniform. Where does a batter rank in team annals in the major offensive categories? How high on the all-time list of Tiger hurlers does a pitcher rank in wins, ERA, complete games, innings pitched, shutouts, and saves? Of course, I also needed to consider the era in which the player performed when evaluating his overall numbers. For example, modern-day starting pitchers such as Justin Verlander and Max Scherzer are not likely to throw nearly as many complete games or shutouts as Hal Newhouser, who anchored Detroit’s starting rotation during the 1940s. And Miguel Cabrera, who has spent the past seven years in Detroit, is likely to average many more home runs per season than someone like Sam Crawford, who played for the Tigers during the first two decades of the twentieth century.

			Other important factors I needed to consider were the overall contributions a player made to the success of the team, the degree to which he improved the fortunes of the ball club during his time in Detroit, the manner in which he impacted the team, both on and off the field, and the degree to which he added to the Tiger legacy of winning. While the number of pennants the Tigers won during a particular player’s years with the ball club certainly entered into the equation, I chose not to deny a top performer his rightful place on the list if his years in Detroit happened to coincide with a lack of overall success by the team. As a result, the names of players such as Cecil Fielder and Bobby Higginson will appear in these rankings.

			One other thing I should mention is that I only considered a player’s performance while he played for the Tigers when formulating my rankings. That being the case, the names of exceptional players, such as Goose Goslin and Rocky Colavito, both of whom had most of their best years while playing for other teams, may appear lower on this list than one might expect.

			Having established the guidelines to be used throughout this book, we are ready to take a look at the 50 greatest players in Tigers history, starting with number 1 and working our way down to number 50.
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			Ty Cobb
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			Al Kaline and Charlie Gehringer were tremendous all-around players, and Hank Greenberg and Harry Heilmann both rank among the greatest right-handed hitters in baseball history. Nevertheless, the level of dominance that Ty Cobb displayed over the course of his 22 seasons with the Tigers made him the only possible choice for the top spot in these rankings. The holder of 90 major league records when he retired at the conclusion of the 1928 campaign, Cobb dominated his era as no other player ever has, with the exception of Babe Ruth. Cobb led the American League in a major statistical category an astounding 74 times while playing for the Tigers, topping the junior circuit in batting average a record 11 times over a 13-year stretch. The owner of Major League Baseball’s highest career batting average (.366 or .367, depending on the source), Cobb also ranks second all-time in hits (4,191), triples (295), and runs scored (2,246), fourth in doubles (724) and stolen bases (892), fifth in total bases (5,854), eighth in runs batted in (1,938), and ninth in on-base percentage (.433). The “Georgia Peach,” as he came to be known, also stole home a major league record 54 times over the course of his career.

			Yet, in spite of his extraordinary list of accomplishments, Cobb has been vilified through the years for the animosity he often displayed toward others and the warlike mentality he brought with him to the field each day. Tormented by personal demons that once drove him into a sanitarium, Cobb played the game of baseball with an anger and contentiousness never manifested by any other player in the history of the sport. His sense of purpose and will to excel made him the greatest player of his era. However, his combativeness and surly disposition also made him the most hated man in baseball for more than two decades.

			Born in the small rural community of Narrows, Georgia, on December 18, 1886, Tyrus Raymond Cobb attended Franklin County High School in nearby Royston, and he simultaneously spent his first few years in organized baseball playing for the Royston Rompers, the semipro Royston Reds, and the Augusta Tourists of the South Atlantic League. After being sold to Detroit for $750 on August 24, 1905, the 18-year-old outfielder made his major league debut with the Tigers six days later, just three weeks after his mother, Amanda Chitwood Cobb, shot and killed his father, William Herschel Cobb, in an apparent case of mistaken identity. Cobb’s mother claimed at her subsequent murder trial that she heard strange noises emanating from the porch of her private home while sitting home alone late one evening. Rushing to the window, she shot the intruder once in the stomach and again in the face. The victim of the shooting turned out to be Cobb’s father, who, it later surfaced, intended to surprise his wife, since he suspected her of infidelity. Cobb later attributed his ferocious style of play to the death of his domineering father, who told his son when he first elected to make baseball his chosen profession, “Don’t come home a failure!” Cobb explained his actions on the ball field by saying, “I did it for my father. He never got to see me play . . . but I knew he was watching me, and I never let him down.”

			Cobb struggled in his first year with the Tigers, batting just .240 over the season’s final month. However, he began to assert himself during his sophomore campaign of 1906, compiling a batting average of .316 over the first four months of the season, before finally succumbing to the enormous pressures that permanently affected his persona. With the weight of his father’s death and the subsequent murder trial of his mother already exacting a major toll on his psyche as the season progressed, the 19-year-old found his mettle being further tested by the brutal hazing he received at the hands of his Detroit teammates, who resented his arrogance and boastful nature. Cobb believed himself to be the most talented player in the game, and he let everyone else around him know exactly how he felt. He also considered anyone who disagreed with him to be his adversary, be it opponent or teammate. Feeling that they needed to put the pugnacious youngster in his place, Cobb’s Tigers teammates took every possible opportunity to abuse him mentally and physically, even assigning one of the tougher members of the club the task of “roughing him up” occasionally to keep him in line. No longer able to cope with the daily stress, Cobb had to spend the final six weeks of the season in a sanitarium. He later recalled that the treatment he received from his teammates during the early stages of his career turned him into “a snarling wildcat.”

			Further elaborating on the warlike attitude he brought with him to the baseball diamond, Cobb said, “Baseball is a red-blooded sport for red-blooded men. It’s no pink tea, and mollycoddles had better stay out. It’s a struggle for supremacy, a survival of the fittest.” He added, “I had to fight all my life to survive. They were all against me, but I beat the bastards and left them in the ditch.”

			Meanwhile, in discussing the reputation he developed over the years for being a “dirty” player, Cobb stated, “The base paths belonged to me, the runner. The rules gave me the right. I always went into a bag full speed, feet first. I had sharp spikes on my shoes. If the baseman stood where he had no business being and got hurt, that was his fault.” He further defended himself by telling Fred Lieb in Baseball as I Have Known It, “I may have been fierce, but never low or underhanded.”

			Even though they resented their young teammate, the other members of the Tigers benefited greatly from the passion with which Cobb played the game when he returned to the team in 1907. Displaying an aggressive style of play that the Detroit Free Press once described as “daring to the point of dementia,” Cobb captured the first of three consecutive batting titles, leading the league with a mark of .350. He also topped the circuit with 119 RBIs, 212 hits, 53 stolen bases, and a .468 slugging percentage, in leading Detroit to the first of three straight A.L. pennants. Although Cobb’s numbers slipped somewhat the following year, he still managed to lead the league in eight different offensive categories, including batting average (.324), RBIs (108), triples (20), and slugging percentage (.475). Cobb subsequently posted the best numbers of his young career in 1909, topping the circuit in virtually every major statistical category, including home runs (9), RBIs (107), batting average (.377), hits (216), runs scored (116), stolen bases (76), on-base percentage (.431), and slugging percentage (.517), en route to capturing the Triple Crown.

			The only blemishes on Cobb’s record during those three seasons ended up being Detroit’s three World Series losses and the Georgia Peach’s personal failures in the Fall Classic. Cobb batted a combined .262 in his only three World Series appearances, with no home runs, 9 RBIs, and just 7 runs scored.

			Cobb’s image also suffered as a result of his involvement in several unfortunate incidents that displayed the anger he carried inside. One such incident occurred in spring training in 1907. Well-known for his racial intolerance, Cobb complained to a black groundskeeper about the condition of the Tigers’ field in Augusta, Georgia. Not satisfied with the response he received, Cobb physically attacked the terrified man and subsequently began choking the man’s wife when she attempted to intervene.

			Another horrific episode took place on May 15, 1912, at Hilltop Park in Manhattan, during a game between Cobb’s Tigers and the New York Highlanders. Angered by a heckling fan who had been shouting insults to him from the stands the entire game, Cobb finally lost control of his temper when the fan called him a “half-nigger.” After vaulting the fence, Cobb began stomping and kicking the fan with his spikes. When fans in the immediate vicinity began yelling that the man lacked the ability to defend himself since he had no hands, Cobb replied, “I don’t care if he doesn’t have any feet,” and kept kicking him until park police eventually pulled him away.

			Still, in spite of his many transgressions, Cobb remained baseball’s greatest player. After finishing a close second in the 1910 batting race to Cleveland second baseman Napoleon Lajoie with a mark of .383, Cobb led the league in hitting in each of the next five seasons, compiling averages of .420, .409, .390, .368, and .369, respectively. He also topped the circuit in hits, on-base percentage, and slugging percentage three times each during that period, and he led the league in runs scored and stolen bases twice each, with his 96 thefts in 1915 remaining a single-season record for another 47 years. Cobb won the inaugural A.L. MVP trophy in 1911, when he batted a career-high .420 and also topped the circuit in nine other offensive categories, including RBIs (127), runs scored (147), hits (248), triples (24), doubles (47), and stolen bases (83).

			Cobb continued to post extraordinary numbers throughout the remainder of the decade, winning three more batting titles, and never hitting any lower than .371. After injuries limited him to only 112 games and a batting average of “just” .334 in 1920, Cobb resumed his onslaught on A.L. pitching the following year—his first as Detroit’s player/manager—by hitting a career-high 12 home runs, driving in 101 runs, scoring 124 times, and challenging teammate Harry Heilmann for the A.L. batting title with a mark of .389. Cobb again finished second in the batting race in 1922, this time placing runner-up to George Sisler’s .420 with a mark of .401. Cobb continued to serve the Tigers as player/manager until 1926, when he resigned his post amid allegations made by former pitcher Dutch Leonard that Cobb conspired with Tris Speaker to fix a game played between the Tigers and Indians in 1919. After initially retiring as a player, Cobb resurfaced with the Athletics in 1927 and spent his final two years playing under Connie Mack in Philadelphia. He retired for good at the conclusion of the 1928 campaign with the highest lifetime batting average in history (.367), and with more runs batted in (1,938), runs scored (2,246), hits (4,191), stolen bases (892), and total bases (5,854) than any other player. Cobb’s amazing list of accomplishments prompted the members of the Baseball Writers Association of America (BBWAA) to name him on 222 of the 226 ballots they cast in the inaugural Baseball Hall of Fame election held in 1936—more than any of the other four initial inductees, Babe Ruth, Honus Wagner, Christy Mathewson, and Walter Johnson.

			Shirley Povich, longtime sports columnist and reporter for the Washington Post, expressed the sentiments held by many writers of his day when he stated emphatically during a 1990s television interview, “If Babe Ruth isn’t the greatest baseball player who ever lived, then Ty Cobb is, by far!”

			Ruth himself once praised his bitter rival for his playing ability when he said, “Cobb is a prick. But he sure can hit. God Almighty, that man can hit!”

			Hall of Fame outfielder Tris Speaker, who competed against both Ruth and Cobb, had this to say: “The Babe was a great ballplayer, sure, but Cobb was even greater. Babe could knock your brains out, but Cobb would drive you crazy.”

			Casey Stengel paid Cobb the ultimate tribute, saying, “I never saw anyone like Ty Cobb; no one even close to him. He was the greatest all-time ballplayer. That guy was superhuman, amazing.”
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			George Sisler, as a member of the St. Louis Browns, spent most of his career playing against Cobb. The Hall of Fame first baseman said, “The greatness of Ty Cobb was something that had to be seen, and to see him was to remember him forever.”

			Yet, in spite of his greatness as a ballplayer, Cobb was disliked by virtually everyone in the sport. When Cleveland’s Napoleon Lajoie edged out Cobb for the A.L. batting title on the final day of the 1910 season, Tiger outfielder Sam Crawford displayed the disdain he felt toward his teammate by sending Lajoie a congratulatory telegram.

			Nevertheless, Crawford, who played alongside Cobb in the Detroit outfield for 13 seasons, expressed his admiration for his former teammate as a player when he stated years later, “He (Cobb) didn’t out-hit and he didn’t out-run them; he out-thought them.”

			Crawford provided further insight into his longtime teammate’s psyche when he suggested, “He [Cobb] was still fighting the Civil War, and as far as he was concerned, we were all damn Yankees. But who knows, if he hadn’t had that terrible persecution complex, he never would have been about the best ballplayer who ever lived.”

			Cobb said later in life that he regretted some of his earlier actions and that he knew he made some mistakes. Suggesting that he likely would do some things differently if he had the chance to live his life again, he said wistfully, “I would have had more friends.”

			Ty Cobb passed away at the age of 74 on July 17, 1961, after losing a long battle with cancer. About 150 friends and relatives attended a brief funeral service held for him in Cornelia, Georgia. Only three former players attended the ceremony—Ray Schalk, Mickey Cochrane, and Nap Rucker, each of whom the wealthy Cobb assisted financially after their careers in baseball ended.

			Tigers Career Highlights

			Best Season

			There are so many great seasons from which to choose, with Cobb’s 1909, 1911, 1912, 1915, and 1917 campaigns heading the list. Cobb won the Triple Crown in the first of those years, making it an extremely strong contender. In addition to leading the league with 9 home runs, 107 RBIs, and a .377 batting average, he topped the circuit with 116 runs scored, 216 hits, 76 stolen bases, 296 total bases, a .431 on-base percentage, and a .517 slugging percentage. However, Cobb posted equally impressive numbers in 1912, when he knocked in 83 runs, scored 120 times, amassed 23 triples, 61 steals, and 323 total bases, and led the league with 226 hits, a .409 batting average, a .584 slugging percentage, and a 1.040 OPS.

			He had another extraordinary season in 1915, following up an injury-marred 1914 campaign by driving in 99 runs and topping the junior circuit with 144 runs scored, 208 hits, a career-high 96 stolen bases, and a .369 batting average, .486 on-base percentage, and .973 OPS. Cobb again compiled exceptional numbers in 1917, when he knocked in 102 runs, scored 107 times, and led the league with 225 hits, 24 triples, 44 doubles, 55 stolen bases, 335 total bases, a .383 batting average, a .444 on-base percentage, and a .570 slugging percentage.

			Nevertheless, the feeling here is that Cobb had his greatest season in 1911, when he established career highs in most offensive categories. In addition to finishing second in the league with 8 home runs and a .467 on-base percentage, he topped the circuit with 127 RBIs, 147 runs scored, 248 hits, 24 triples, 47 doubles, 83 steals, 367 total bases, a .420 batting average, a .621 slugging percentage, and a 1.088 OPS. Cobb also did a solid job in the field, leading all A.L. outfielders with 376 putouts—the second-highest total of his career.

			Memorable Moments/Greatest Performances

			A terror on the base paths, Cobb accomplished the rare feat of stealing second, third, and home in the same inning a total of five times during his career.

			In a game against the New York Highlanders on May 12, 1911, Cobb put on display for all to see his unusual combination of skill and cunning, turning in one of his finest all-around performances. After earlier scoring all the way from first base on a single to right field, he scored another run from second base on a wild pitch. Cobb later tied the contest with a two-run double in the seventh inning. He then watched as the New York catcher and infielders argued the call at second base. Realizing that no one on the Highlanders had remembered to call time-out, Cobb strolled unobserved to third base, after which he casually walked toward home plate as if to get a better view of the argument. He then broke into a run and slid into home plate for the eventual winning run.

			Cobb turned in another brilliant performance on July 19, 1912, when he collected 7 hits in a doubleheader split with the Philadelphia Athletics. The 7 safeties gave him a major league record 14 hits over the course of consecutive doubleheaders. He concluded the month with an amazing 68 hits, establishing in the process another major league mark.

			Cobb had the most productive day of his career on May 5, 1925, when the 38-year-old outfielder elected to drive home a point by eschewing for the moment his usual scientific approach to hitting. Well-known for his split-handed grip that sacrificed power for bat control, Cobb told reporters before a contest against the St. Louis Browns that he intended to swing for the fences that day in order to prove that home run hitters such as Babe Ruth possessed no special skill. Sliding his hands down to the knob of the bat, Cobb proceeded to go 6-for-6, with 3 home runs, 5 RBIs, and 4 runs scored, in leading the Tigers to a 14–8 win over St. Louis. His 16 total bases established a new A.L. record. He followed that up the very next day by hitting 2 more homers and driving in another 6 runs during an 11–4 Tiger victory. Cobb then went back to his normal style of hitting, concluding the campaign with 12 home runs and a .378 batting average.

			Yet Cobb experienced his greatest thrill in baseball much earlier in his career, revealing to famous sportswriter Grantland Rice during a 1930 interview, “The biggest thrill I ever got came in a game against the Athletics in 1907 (on September 30). . . . The Athletics had us beaten, with Rube Waddell pitching. They were two runs ahead (8–6) in the ninth inning when I happened to hit a home run that tied the score. This game went 17 innings to a tie (9–9), and a few days later, we clinched our first pennant. You can understand what it meant for a 20-year-old country boy to hit a home run off the great Rube, in a pennant-winning game, with two outs in the ninth.”

			Notable Achievements

			
					Batted over .300 in 21 of 22 seasons with Tigers, surpassing the .350 mark 15 times and batting over .400 three times (1911, 1912, 1922).

					Knocked in more than 100 runs seven times.

					Scored more than 100 runs 10 times, surpassing 140 runs scored twice (1911, 1915).

					Topped 200 hits nine times, reaching 220 on three occasions.

					Finished in double digits in triples 17 times, surpassing 20 three-baggers on four occasions.

					Surpassed 30 doubles 14 times, topping 40 two-baggers on four occasions.

					Stole more than 50 bases nine times, surpassing 75 steals on three occasions.

					Walked more than 100 times once (118 in 1915).

					Struck out as many as 50 times in a season just once entire career (55 in 1907).

					Compiled on-base percentage in excess of .400 18 straight times (1909–1926), surpassing .450 on 10 occasions.

					Posted slugging percentage in excess of .500 on 13 occasions, topping .600 once (.621 in 1911).

					Compiled an OPS in excess of 1.000 eight times.

					Led the American League in batting average 11 times; on-base percentage seven times; slugging percentage eight times; OPS ten times; hits eight times; total bases six times; stolen bases six times; runs scored five times; RBIs four times; triples four times; doubles three times; and home runs once.

					Led A.L. outfielders in assists twice; putouts once; fielding percentage once; and double plays turned four times.

					Led A.L. center fielders in assists once.

					Major League Baseball’s all-time leader in career batting average (.367) and defensive games as outfielder (2,934).

					Ranks among Major League Baseball’s all-time leaders in runs scored (2nd); hits (2nd); triples (2nd); doubles (4th); total bases (5th); stolen bases (4th); RBIs (8th); career on-base percentage (9th); games played (5th); at-bats (5th); outfield assists (2nd); double plays turned as outfielder (2nd); and outfield putouts (5th).

					Holds Tigers career records for highest batting average (.368) and on-base percentage (.434); and most RBIs (1,805), runs scored (2,088), hits (3,900), triples (284), doubles (665), total bases (5,466), stolen bases (869), plate appearances (12,117), and at-bats (10,591).

					Ranks among Tiger career leaders in walks (4th), slugging percentage (4th), OPS (3rd), and games played (2nd).

					Holds Tiger single-season records for highest batting average (.420), most runs scored (147), most hits (248), and most stolen bases (96).

					Holds major league record for most hits in one month (68 in July 1912).

					Hit 3 home runs in one game on May 5, 1925.

					One of only two major league players to accumulate 4,000 career hits (Pete Rose).

					One of only two major league players to bat over .400 as many as three times (Rogers Hornsby).

					1909 A.L. Triple Crown winner.

					1911 A.L. MVP winner.

					Member of Major League Baseball’s All-Century Team.

					Third on The Sporting News 1999 list of Baseball’s 100 Greatest Players.

					Three-time A.L. champion (1907–1909).

					Elected to Baseball Hall of Fame by members of BBWAA in 1936.
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			Hank Greenberg
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			Had he not spent much of his career competing against arguably the two greatest first basemen in baseball history in Lou Gehrig and Jimmie Foxx, Hank Greenberg likely would be better remembered today for having been one of the most prolific sluggers in baseball history. Further diminishing Greenberg’s legacy is the fact that he spent almost five full peak seasons serving his country during World War II. He also missed most of another season with a broken arm. Yet, even though Greenberg played the equivalent of only nine and a half seasons in the major leagues, he made a huge impact during his relatively brief career, leaving a lasting impression on all those who saw him perform. Joe DiMaggio once said of Greenberg, “He was one of the truly great hitters, and when I first saw him bat, he made my eyes pop out.” Greenberg’s potent bat also caused the eyes of many an opposing pitcher to widen, as he went on to hit 331 home runs, drive in 1,276 runs, win two A.L. MVP awards, and lead the Tigers to four pennants and two world championships.

			Born to Romanian-born Orthodox Jewish immigrant parents in New York City’s Greenwich Village on January 1, 1911, Henry Benjamin Greenberg moved with his family to the Bronx at age 7. Hampered by flat feet and a lack of coordination as a youngster, Greenberg worked diligently to overcome his physical deficiencies. After graduating from James Monroe High School in the Bronx, he attended New York University on an athletic scholarship for one semester before choosing to leave school to pursue a career in baseball.

			Standing 6'4", weighing 220 pounds, and possessing great physical strength, Greenberg seemed to have all the physical tools needed to succeed at the major league level. Yet he remained unsure of himself, especially early in his career, when he viewed his size and lack of grace as major obstacles to his success. Greenberg’s high school baseball coach explained years later, “Hank was so big for his age and so awkward that he became painfully self-conscious. The fear of being made to look foolish drove him to practice constantly and, as a result, to overcome his handicaps.”

			Greenberg’s hard work eventually paid off, with the Giants, Yankees, and Senators all courting him before he finally elected to sign with the Tigers in January 1930. The big first baseman spent the next three years in Detroit’s minor league farm system, excelling at Raleigh, North Carolina, in 1930, Evansville in the Illinois-Indiana-Iowa League in 1931, and Beaumont in the Texas League in 1932. It was at Beaumont that Greenberg received his first dose of anti-Semitism.

			At one point during the season, Greenberg’s teammate Jo-Jo White began circling him slowly, staring at him intently all the while. When Greenberg asked White to explain his actions, his teammate replied that he was merely curious, since he had never seen a Jew before. Greenberg later revealed, “I let him keep looking for a while, and then I said, ‘See anything interesting?’” Looking for horns and finding none, White responded, “You’re just like everyone else.”

			The 22-year-old Greenberg joined Detroit in 1933, displaying right from the start his abilities as a hitter by knocking in 87 runs and batting .301 in 117 games with the Tigers. Although he remained a bit clumsy in the field, he worked extremely hard on his defense, eventually turning himself into an above-average defensive first baseman.

			Greenberg had his breakout year in 1934, helping the Tigers win 101 games and the A.L. pennant by hitting 26 home runs, driving in 139 runs, scoring 118 others, batting .339, accumulating 201 hits, and topping the circuit with 63 doubles, en route to earning a sixth-place finish in the league MVP voting. Although Detroit lost the World Series to St. Louis in seven games, Greenberg acquitted himself well, batting .321, collecting 9 hits, homering once, and knocking in 7 runs.

			Even though Greenberg’s religion, and the ridicule he had to endure as a result, sparked a considerable amount of controversy from the time he first joined the Tigers, it became a public issue for the first time when he announced late in 1934 that he planned to sit out games the Tigers had scheduled for Rosh Hashanah (the Jewish New Year) and Yom Kippur (the Day of Atonement). With their team in the middle of a pennant race, Tiger fans grumbled, “Rosh Hashanah comes every year, but the Tigers haven’t won the pennant since 1909.” Finally, after putting a great deal of thought into the matter, Greenberg decided to play on Rosh Hashanah. However, he elected not to play on Yom Kippur, the holiest of all Jewish holidays. After the first baseman hit 2 home runs during Detroit’s 2–1 pennant-clinching victory played on the Jewish New Year, the Detroit Free Press ran the Hebrew lettering for “Happy New Year” across its front page the following day. Meanwhile, columnist and poet Edgar A. Guest wrote a poem entitled “Speaking of Greenberg,” which ended with the lines, “We shall miss him on the infield and shall miss him at the bat / But he’s true to his religion—and I honor him for that.”

			In truth, Greenberg did not consider himself to be a particularly religious man. However, as the first true Jewish star in professional sports, he considered it his duty to set a good example for his people, and to be a positive role model for the Jewish youth of America. Long after his playing career ended, Greenberg revealed, “When I was playing, I used to resent being singled out as a Jewish ballplayer. I wanted to be known as a great ballplayer, period. I’m not sure why or when I changed, because I’m still not a particularly religious person. Lately, though, I find myself wanting to be remembered not only as a great ballplayer, but even more as a great Jewish ballplayer.”

			Greenberg subsequently established himself as one of baseball’s elite players in 1935, when he led the Tigers to their second consecutive pennant by finishing among the league leaders with a .328 batting average, 121 runs scored, 203 hits, 16 triples, 46 doubles, and a .628 slugging percentage, while topping the circuit with 36 home runs, 170 runs batted in, and 389 total bases. His outstanding performance earned him A.L. MVP honors.

			The Tigers then captured their first world championship, defeating the Chicago Cubs in six games in the World Series, although they did so without the help of Greenberg for the final four contests after he badly injured his wrist in Game Two. Even before hurting himself, though, Greenberg derived little pleasure from the Fall Classic since he had to endure an endless stream of taunts from the Chicago bench. Constantly reminding Greenberg of his Jewish heritage, the Cubs players hurled ethnic slurs at him when he stood in the field and whenever he stepped into the batter’s box. As the slugger stood at home plate on one particular occasion waiting for the opposing pitcher to deliver his pitch, one Chicago player yelled, “Throw him a pork-chop . . . he can’t hit that!” The abuse finally became so distasteful that home plate umpire George Moriarty stopped the game and instructed the Cubs to tone down their remarks.

			Unfortunately, Chicago’s shabby treatment of Greenberg did not prove to be an isolated incident, especially early in his career. Anti-Semitism ran rampant throughout the United States at the time, with Detroit being one of the nation’s least-tolerant places. Henry Ford, one of the city’s leading citizens, harbored deep resentment toward people of the Jewish faith, having published during the 1920s The International Jew, a work that blamed a Jewish conspiracy for both communism and a capitalistic plot designed to destroy Christian civilization. Meanwhile, Father Coughlin expressed pro-Nazi sentiments and regularly denounced Jews and blacks during his weekly radio shows that aired throughout the city.

			Things being as they were at that time, Greenberg often had to endure verbal abuse from fans and opposing players alike. Although not the first Jewish man to play in the major leagues, he was one of a select few who elected not to conceal his heritage by changing his name. Furthermore, Greenberg soon established himself as the first truly great Jewish player to don a big-league uniform. As a result, he became a symbol of success for many Jewish Americans, as much as he became a target of abuse for those people who resented him merely because of his faith. Although Greenberg usually chose to ignore the many derisive comments people directed toward him, he sometimes elected to retaliate when his adversary pushed him too far.

			One such incident took place during a game against the Chicago White Sox. With Greenberg holding on Chicago base runner Joe Kuhel at first base, the White Sox first baseman attempted to spike his counterpart as he slid back to the bag on an attempted pickoff. Greenberg responded by slapping Kuhel, prompting others to intervene before the confrontation escalated. However, Greenberg followed the White Sox players into their clubhouse at the conclusion of the game and proceeded to berate Kuhel in front of the entire team. Not one member of the White Sox moved a muscle as the hulking Greenberg continued to convey his anger to Kuhel, who sat quietly throughout the entire diatribe. Detroit pitcher Eldon Auker, who followed his teammate into the Chicago clubhouse and observed the entire episode, later suggested that the Chicago player’s submissive attitude during the reproach “was probably a good thing because Hank was real tough.”

			Following Detroit’s World Series victory in 1935, Greenberg reinjured his wrist in an early-season collision in 1936, forcing him to miss all but 12 games. He returned the following year, though, to have one of his finest seasons. In addition to hitting 40 home runs, batting .337, scoring 137 runs, and amassing 49 doubles and 200 hits, Greenberg knocked in 183 runs, falling just 1 RBI short of tying Lou Gehrig’s A.L. record. His extraordinarily productive campaign earned him a third-place finish in the A.L. MVP balloting.

			Greenberg again placed third in the MVP voting in 1938, when he batted .315, drove in 146 runs, led the league with 144 runs scored, and topped the circuit with 58 home runs, to finish 2 homers shy of Babe Ruth’s then single-season mark of 60. Although Greenberg continued to reject the notion years later, some of his Tigers teammates believed that opposing pitchers refused to pitch to the slugger during the season’s final days because they didn’t want a Jewish player to break the Babe’s record.
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			Greenberg had another very solid year in 1939, hitting 33 home runs, knocking in 112 runs, scoring 112 times, and batting .312. He then became the first player to win the MVP award at two different positions in 1940, after he moved to left field prior to the start of the season to make room at first base for young slugger Rudy York. Greenberg ended up leading the Tigers to the pennant by batting .340, scoring 129 runs, and topping the circuit with 41 home runs, 150 RBIs, 50 doubles, and a .670 slugging percentage. Although the Tigers subsequently lost the World Series to the Reds in seven games, Greenberg batted .357, with 10 hits, 1 home run, 6 runs batted in, and 5 runs scored.

			Greenberg’s strong anti-Nazi sentiments prompted him to become the first major league player to enlist in the U.S. military at the beginning of World War II. Initially drafted in 1940, Greenberg spent all but the first 19 games of the 1941 campaign serving his country, before being honorably discharged on December 5, 1941, after the U.S. Congress elected to release men aged 28 years and older from service. However, Greenberg elected to reenlist immediately when the Japanese bombed Pearl Harbor just two days later. After graduating from Officer Candidate School, he was commissioned as a first lieutenant in the U.S. Army Air Forces. Greenberg eventually served overseas in the China-Burma-India Theater, scouting locations for B-29 bomber bases. He remained on active duty until he was finally discharged four and a half years later, in mid-1945.

			Greenberg showed little rust when he returned to the Tigers, homering in his first game back, driving in 60 runs in only 78 games, and clinching the pennant for Detroit with a grand slam home run in the final game of the season. He then hit 2 home runs and knocked in 7 runs against the Cubs in the World Series, leading the Tigers to a seven-game victory.

			Greenberg spent only one more year in Detroit, leading the American League with 44 home runs and 127 RBIs in 1946, before being traded to Pittsburgh at the end of the season, where he spent his final year mentoring future Hall of Famer Ralph Kiner. Greenberg later said, “Ralph had a natural home run swing. All he needed was somebody to teach him the value of hard work and self-discipline. Early in the morning on off-days, every chance we got, we worked on hitting.” Kiner went on to hit 51 home runs for the Pirates that year, and he later gave Greenberg much of the credit for the success he experienced during his Hall of Fame career.

			Greenberg retired at the end of the 1947 campaign to take a front-office position with the Cleveland Indians. He ended his career with 331 home runs, 1,276 RBIs, 1,051 runs scored, 1,628 hits, 379 doubles, a .313 batting average, a .412 on-base percentage, and a .605 slugging percentage. Greenberg hit 306 homers, knocked in 1,202 runs, scored 980 times, collected 1,528 hits, amassed 366 doubles, batted .319, compiled a .412 on-base percentage, and posted a .616 slugging percentage while playing for the Tigers. In addition to batting well over .300 each year, he averaged 39 home runs, 150 RBIs, and 127 runs scored in the 6 full seasons he played between 1934 and 1940.

			After serving as Cleveland’s farm director in 1948 and 1949, Greenberg became the team’s general manager in 1950. A shrewd judge of talent, he subsequently helped build the Indians team that put an end to New York’s five-year reign as A.L. champions in 1954 by winning 111 games. From Cleveland, Greenberg moved on to the Chicago White Sox as part-owner and vice president. During his time in Chicago, Greenberg gained induction into the Baseball Hall of Fame, elected by the members of the BBWAA in 1956. He retired from baseball in 1963 and subsequently became a successful investment banker. Greenberg remained a physically strong and imposing figure until he developed cancer during the 1980s. He finally lost his battle with the dreaded disease on September 4, 1986, passing away in Beverly Hills, California, at the age of 75.

			Long after his passing, Hank Greenberg continues to be largely overlooked when conversations arise concerning the all-time greats. But the men who saw him play are well aware of the potent bat he wielded.

			Ted Williams, who saw quite a bit of Greenberg his first few years in Boston, later ranked the big first baseman as the 11th greatest hitter in baseball history in his 1995 book entitled Ted Williams’ Hit List. Williams described Greenberg in his work as “one of the most intelligent guys I ever met in baseball. . . . Pitchers knew that you didn’t give him too much of the same thing, because he’d lay for it and he’d hit it.”

			The Splendid Splinter went on to say, “My most vivid memory of Greenberg was that he’d hit a ball to the outfield and you’d think that you had it, and it would go back, back, back into the upper deck. A lot of times Greenberg would hit a fly ball to me in Detroit and my first reaction was, ‘Oh, I’ll get that,’ and damn it, it goes deep into the seats. He didn’t look like he’d smacked it that hard. It just had that little under-carry. . . . Greenberg had the loftiest ball in the majors. Yes, he was a great hitter!”
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			Williams added, “Hank Greenberg could do it all. He hit the ball a ton, crushed it like few have ever done. Unfortunately, his career was one of the casualties of the war. Nevertheless, the impact he made in just 1,394 games is nothing short of amazing.”

			Tigers Career Highlights

			Best Season

			Although Greenberg failed to capture A.L. MVP honors in either 1937 or 1938, he performed magnificently both years. After hitting 40 home runs, driving in a league-leading 183 runs, scoring 137 times, amassing 200 hits, 14 triples, 49 doubles, and a career-high 397 total bases, batting .337, and compiling a 1.105 OPS in the first of those campaigns, he topped the circuit with 58 homers, 144 runs scored, and 119 walks the following year, while also knocking in 146 runs, batting .315, and posting a career-best 1.122 OPS. However, Greenberg was equally productive in his two MVP seasons of 1935 and 1940. En route to earning MVP honors for the first time, he led the league with 36 home runs, 170 RBIs, and 389 total bases, scored 121 runs, accumulated 203 hits, 16 triples, and 46 doubles, batted .328, and compiled an OPS of 1.039.

			When Greenberg won his second MVP trophy in 1940, he topped the circuit with 41 homers, 150 RBIs, 50 doubles, 384 total bases, a .670 slugging percentage, and a 1.103 OPS. He also placed among the league leaders with 129 runs scored, 195 hits, a .340 batting average, and a .433 on-base percentage. In addition to leading the league in a career-best six offensive categories, Greenberg moved to left field to accommodate the slugging Rudy York at first base—a gesture that helped the Tigers capture the A.L. pennant. Furthermore, Greenberg carried the Tigers on his back down the stretch, hitting 15 home runs during the month of September, to help them overcome a four-game deficit in the standings. All things considered, 1940 would have to be considered Greenberg’s finest all-around season.

			Memorable Moments/Greatest Performances

			Greenberg displayed his awesome power at the plate on September 19, 1937, when he became the first player to hit a home run into the center-field bleachers at Yankee Stadium, delivering a blow that traveled about 500 feet.

			A tremendous clutch hitter throughout his career, Greenberg batted .318, hit 5 home runs, and knocked in 22 runs in the 23 World Series games in which he appeared. He hit two of his biggest homers on September 10, 1934, when, after electing to play on Rosh Hashanah, he gave the Tigers all the runs they needed to clinch the A.L. pennant with a 2–1 victory over the Red Sox.

			Nevertheless, Greenberg hit the most memorable home run of his career more than a decade later, on the final day of the 1945 regular season, when he sent the Tigers to the World Series by blasting a game-winning, ninth-inning grand slam against St. Louis that turned a 3–2 deficit into 6–3 victory. Reflecting back on the moment years later, Greenberg said, “Standing at the plate, my fear was that it would go foul, but it did not, and we won the game when we set down the Browns in the bottom of the ninth. There were hardly any people in the stands when I hit the homer, and not many newspapermen either. But it was no big deal; my teammates gave me a big welcome. The best part of that homer was hearing how the (second-place) Washington Senators players responded: ‘Goddam, that dirty Jew bastard, he beat us again.’”

			Notable Achievements

			
					Hit more than 30 home runs six times, surpassing 40 homers four times and 50 homers once.

					Knocked in more than 100 runs seven times, topping 150 RBIs on three occasions.

					Scored more than 100 runs six times, surpassing 120 runs scored on four occasions.

					Batted over .300 nine times, topping the .320-mark on five occasions.

					Topped 200 hits three times.

					Finished in double digits in triples twice.

					Surpassed 40 doubles five times, topping 50 two-baggers twice and 60 two-baggers once.

					Drew more than 100 walks twice.

					Compiled on-base percentage in excess of .400 nine times.

					Posted slugging percentage in excess of .600 eight times.

					Compiled an OPS in excess of 1.000 seven times.

					Led the American League in home runs four times; RBIs four times; runs scored once; doubles twice; total bases twice; walks once; slugging percentage once; and OPS once.

					Led A.L. first basemen in putouts twice; assists twice; and fielding percentage once.

					Led A.L. left fielders in putouts once and assists once.

					Ranks among Major League Baseball’s all-time leaders in slugging percentage (6th) and OPS (6th).

					Holds Tigers career records for highest slugging percentage (.616) and highest OPS (1.028).

					Ranks among Tigers career leaders in home runs (3rd); RBIs (6th); batting average (10th); on-base percentage (3rd); runs scored (10th); doubles (8th); triples (9th); total bases (9th); and walks (10th).

					Holds Tiger single-season records for most home runs (58); most RBIs (183); most doubles (63); most extra-base hits (103); most total bases (397); and highest slugging percentage (.683).

					Two-time A.L. MVP (1935, 1940).

					First player to win MVP at two different positions.

					Two-time Sporting News All-Star selection (1935, 1940).

					Four-time A.L. All-Star (1937–1940).

					Number 37 on The Sporting News 1999 list of Baseball’s 100 Greatest Players.

					Four-time A.L. champion (1934, 1935, 1940, 1945).

					Two-time world champion (1935, 1945).

					Elected to Baseball Hall of Fame by members of BBWAA in 1956.
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			Charlie Gehringer
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			One of the very best players ever to man the position of second base, Charlie Gehringer proved to be Major League Baseball’s premier second sacker for virtually all of the 1930s. A superb all-around player who excelled at every aspect of the game, Gehringer led the American League in numerous statistical categories over the course of his career, including batting average, runs scored, hits, triples, doubles, stolen bases, putouts, and assists. Gehringer helped lead the Tigers to three pennants and one world championship, won an MVP award, and represented the American League at second base in each of the first six All-Star games, doing so in such an understated and consistent manner that he eventually came to be known as “The Mechanical Man.”

			Born in Fowlerville, Michigan, on May 11, 1903, Charles Leonard Gehringer grew up on a farm just outside the city of his birth. After attending Fowlerville High School, from which he graduated in 1922, Gehringer enrolled at the University of Michigan, 30 miles from the family farm. While starring in baseball, football, and basketball at Michigan, Gehringer continued to play for the Fowlerville town team in his spare time. He elected to leave college following his freshman year after being discovered by Detroit left fielder Bobby Veach, who subsequently brought the 20-year-old second baseman down to the Tigers training facility for a tryout. Gehringer so impressed Detroit player/manager Ty Cobb that the legendary Tigers star urged club owner Frank Navin to sign him to a contract on the spot. Cobb was later quoted as saying, “I knew Charlie would hit, and I was so anxious to sign him that I didn’t even take the time to change out of my uniform before rushing him into the front office to sign a contract.”

			Gehringer spent virtually all of 1924 and 1925 in the minor leagues, making only brief appearances with the Tigers at the end of both seasons. However, shortly after earning a spot on the major league roster at the start of the 1926 campaign, he established himself as the club’s starting second baseman, a position he held for the next 16 years. Gehringer had a solid rookie campaign, batting .277, scoring 62 runs, and finishing second in the league with 17 triples. He gradually evolved into the league’s top second baseman over the course of the next two seasons, excelling both at the bat and in the field. After batting .317, scoring 110 runs, stealing 17 bases, and leading all A.L. second basemen with 438 assists and 84 double plays in 1927, he earned an eighth-place finish in the 1928 MVP voting by batting .320, scoring 108 runs, collecting 193 hits, and topping all players at his position with 507 assists.

			Gehringer developed into one of the American League’s finest all-around players in 1929, when he established new career highs with 13 home runs, 106 runs batted in, and a .339 batting average, topped the circuit with 131 runs scored, 215 hits, 19 triples, 45 doubles, and 27 stolen bases, and led all players at his position with 404 putouts and a .975 fielding percentage.

			Gehringer continued to perform at an extremely high level the next four seasons, batting well over .300 and scoring in excess of 100 runs three times each, and surpassing 100 RBIs and 200 hits twice each. After finishing among the league leaders with 144 runs scored, 47 doubles, and 19 stolen bases in 1930, he placed near the top of the league rankings with 42 doubles and a .325 batting average in 1933. In fact, over the nine-year stretch that began in 1932 and ended in 1940, Gehringer put together streaks of eight consecutive seasons in which he batted well over .300, seven straight seasons in which he scored well in excess of 100 runs, and five consecutive years in which he knocked in more than 100 runs and amassed more than 200 hits. The Mechanical Man performed so consistently that he really earned that nickname, with his quiet demeanor and propensity for compiling exceptional numbers without drawing attention to himself once prompting former Tigers teammate and manager Mickey Cochrane to say of him, “He says hello on Opening Day and goodbye on Closing Day, and in between all he does is hit .350.”

			New York Yankees Hall of Fame left-hander Lefty Gomez also expressed his admiration for the level of consistency Gehringer reached by suggesting, “You can wind him up in the spring and he’ll hit .320 with 40 doubles.”

			An extremely quiet and unassuming man, Gehringer rarely displayed his emotions on the field, prompting Ty Cobb to once note, “He’d [Gehringer] say hello at the start of spring training and goodbye at the end of the season, and the rest of the time he let his bat and glove do all the talking for him.”

			Acknowledging his quiet demeanor, Gehringer said, “I wasn’t a rabble rouser. I wasn’t a big noisemaker in the infield, which a lot of managers think you’ve got to be or you’re not showing. But I don’t think it contributes much.”

			The left-handed-hitting Gehringer also developed a reputation during the early 1930s as one of the most difficult hitters in baseball to strike out, fanning a total of only 93 times between 1930 and 1933, including just 17 times in 699 total plate appearances in 1930. Detroit manager Del Baker suggested, “Let Gehringer come to bat each time two strikes down to the pitcher, and he wouldn’t bat more than 15 points under his season’s average.”

			And, as for Gehringer’s defense, no one fielded his position more smoothly or more effortlessly. He had quick hands and rarely lost a ball he got his glove on, leading all league second basemen in fielding percentage and assists seven times each, and topping the circuit in putouts on three separate occasions. Baseball authority H. G. Salsinger once wrote: “He [Gehringer] lacks showmanship, but he has polish that no other second baseman, with the exception of the great Napoleon Lajoie, ever had. He has so well-schooled himself in the technique of his position that he makes the most difficult plays look easy.”
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			After being joined by Hank Greenberg on the right side of the Tigers infield the previous season, Gehringer helped lead Detroit to the A.L. pennant in 1934 by topping the circuit with 134 runs scored and 214 hits, while also placing among the leaders with 127 RBIs, 50 doubles, and a .356 batting average, en route to earning a second-place finish in the league MVP voting. Although the Tigers subsequently lost the World Series to the Cardinals in seven games, Gehringer batted .379, with 11 hits and 5 runs scored.

			The Tigers repeated as A.L. champions in 1935, with their second baseman having another fabulous year. In addition to hitting 19 home runs and driving in 108 runs, Gehringer finished among the league leaders with 123 runs scored, 201 hits, and a .330 batting average. He placed sixth in the league MVP balloting, with teammate Greenberg winning the award. Detroit then defeated the Chicago Cubs in six games in the World Series, Gehringer starring once again by batting .375 and driving in 4 runs.

			The New York Yankees subsequently began a four-year run as league champions in 1936, finishing 19 and a half games in front of the second-place Tigers. Nevertheless, Gehringer had one of his finest seasons, driving in 116 runs, scoring 144 others, batting .354, compiling 227 hits, leading the league with 60 doubles, and striking out a career-low 13 times in 731 total plate appearances. His outstanding performance earned him a fourth-place finish in the league MVP voting.

			Although the Tigers again finished a distant second to the Yankees in 1937, Gehringer earned league MVP honors by knocking in 96 runs, scoring 133 times, amassing 40 doubles and 209 hits, and topping the circuit with a

			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
					Batted over .300 thirteen times, topping the .350-mark on three occasions.

					Scored more than 100 runs twelve times, surpassing 130 runs scored on six occasions.

					Knocked in more than 100 runs seven times, surpassing 120 RBIs once (127 in 1934).

					Hit 20 home runs once (1938).

					Surpassed 200 hits seven times.

					Finished in double digits in triples seven times, topping 15 three-baggers on four occasions.

					Topped 30 doubles ten times, 40 doubles seven times, 50 two-baggers twice, and 60 doubles once.

					Stole more than 20 bases once (27 in 1929).

					Drew more than 100 walks twice.

					Compiled on-base percentage in excess of .400 nine times, surpassing .450 on two occasions.

					Posted slugging percentage in excess of .500 seven times.

					Led the American League in batting average once; runs scored twice; hits twice; doubles twice; triples once; and stolen bases once.

					Led A.L. second basemen in fielding percentage seven times; assists seven times; putouts three times; and double plays turned four times.

					Ranks among Tigers career leaders in runs scored (2nd); RBIs (4th); hits (3rd); extra-base hits (3rd); doubles (2nd); triples (3rd); batting average (9th); walks (3rd); stolen bases (9th); on-base percentage (7th); OPS (6th); games played (4th); plate appearances (3rd); and at-bats (3rd).

					Ranks second all-time among major league second basemen in runs scored, doubles, and assists.

					1937 A.L. MVP.

					Hit for the cycle on May 27, 1939.

					Six-time Sporting News All-Star selection (1933–38).

					Six-time A.L. All-Star; started first six All-Star games (1933–38) at second base for the American League.

					Number 46 on The Sporting News 1999 list of Baseball’s 100 Greatest Players.

					Three-time A.L. champion (1934, 1935, 1940).

					1935 world champion.

					Elected to Baseball Hall of Fame by members of BBWAA in 1949.
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