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PREFACE




THESE short essays speak for themselves. They are actually a series of practical instructions in successful living.

True success: happiness, peace of mind, prosperity, and real health are within the reach of all who sincerely want them, and who are willing to pay the price.

The price you pay is to read these lessons carefully, not once but several times, and then to apply them to the solving of your own practical problems both great and small, for the only way to demonstrate this teaching is to live it.

This book may be regarded as the next step beyond its predecessor, Sparks of Truth.








HOBO, CASH THAT BILL




WITHIN you is an inexhaustible source of power, if you can but contact it. That power can heal you, and it can inspire you by telling you what to do and how to do it. It can bring you out of the land of Egypt into the Promised Land flowing with milk and honey. It can give you peace of mind, and, above all, it can give you direct knowledge of God.

That power is Scientific Prayer.

There is no problem that prayer cannot overcome, and no good thing that it cannot bring into your life.

This is the message of the whole Bible. It was summed up by Jesus when he said, The Kingdom of God is within you. Man is slow to realize this, and he wastes his life running after outer things and missing the one thing that matters. He is like an impoverished farmer who has a gold mine under his fields but doesn’t know it. He writes and telephones the bank frantically for credit. He pleads with relatives and with money lenders to help him—and all the time the gold mine lies under his fields untouched and unsuspected.

This truth was dramatically illustrated by an incident which happened in real life a number of years ago. The body of a tramp, clad in rags, was discovered near a lime kiln where he had evidently crept for warmth. After the autopsy his clothes were torn up to be put into the incinerator, and, sewn into the lining of the trousers was a bank note for a large amount. Unquestionably the original owner of the suit had had it sewn in there for safety, and for some unknown reason lost track of it.

Consider the situation! This poor hobo had sat down many a time to lukewarm coffee and stale bread or pie, and was probably glad to get it—and all the time he was sitting on a thousand dollars, and didn’t know it! Had he realized the wealth he possessed he would have slept under a roof on the fatal night, instead of in the fields—and so preserved his life. Perhaps he would have made a new start with that capital, and done well.

Most people are like the hobo in some respect or other, because most people feel a lack of some kind in their lives. They may have plenty of money and yet be hoboes for health or happiness or spiritual experience.

Riches do not become wealth until they are realized. A talent is dead until it is exploited. Cash your bill at the Bank of Heaven and make it productive in your life.

Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation.








LION INTO DONKEY




THE one great enemy of the human race is fear. The less fear you have, the more health and harmony you will have. The more fear you have, the more trouble of one kind or another will come into your life. The only real problem of mankind is to get rid of fear. When you really do not fear a situation it cannot hurt you. Of course, you must remember that fear often exists in the subconscious mind without your necessarily being aware of it. The best evidence that you have gotten rid of fear concerning a particular subject is a sense of joy and happiness about it.

The great thing to remember is that fear is a bluffer. Call its bluff, and it collapses.

An amusing incident happened in Holland a number of years ago. A lion escaped from a traveling circus. Not far away a good housewife was sewing near the open window of her living room. The animal suddenly sprang in, dashed by her like a flash, rushed into the hall and took refuge in the triangular cupboard under the staircase. The startled woman supposed it to be a donkey and, indignant at the muddy prints it left on her clean floor, pursued it into the dark closet among the brooms and pans, and proceeded to thrash it unmercifully with a broom. The animal shook with terror and the angry woman redoubled the force of her blows.

Then four men arrived with guns and nets and recaptured the animal. The terrified lion gave himself up quietly, only too glad to escape from that dreadful woman.

When the good woman discovered that she had been beating a lion, she fainted away and was ill for several days.

This story illustrates perfectly the demoralizing power of fear. Our good housewife completely dominated the lion as long as she thought he was a donkey, and as long as she treated him as a donkey the lion thought she was very powerful and was in abject fear of her. When she discovered her mistake, the old race belief of fear came back and, although she was now perfectly safe, she still reacted in accordance with the race tradition.

Get rid of fear. Concentrate your fire on that, and other things will take care of themselves.

The treatment against fear is to realize (make real to yourself) the Presence of God with you and His unchanging love.

“He that feareth is not made perfect in love.”*








LOOSEN UP!




LOOSEN up. As a certain character on the air used to say, “unlax.” Do not be tense. To be tense is the surest way to fail in any undertaking great or small.

To desire success is a splendid thing but to pursue success too tensely is to make certain of missing it. There is an attitude of mind which may be compared to a clenched fist, a knitted brow, and set teeth; and this attitude cannot bring success.

The carefree attitude of approach in any endeavor is a short-cut to success. In music, in sport, in study, in business life, many people fail, or advance very slowly, because they make hard work of it. They would succeed beyond their wildest expectations if they would treat it as fun.

Treat your work as fun. Regard the difficulties as part of the game, laugh off the annoyances, and the whole picture will change for the better, and stay changed. This, of course, is the real difference between work and play. Many men work harder playing golf than they do at any other time, but they do not know it, because to them it is a game.

Take it easy. Loosen up!








CAPITALIZE YOUR DISABILITY




SUCCESS consists in the overcoming of difficulties. All men and women who have made a success of any kind have done so by overcoming difficulties. Where there are no difficulties to be overcome, anybody can get the thing done, and doing so cannot be called success.

There was a time when laying a telegraph line from New York to Boston presented many difficulties. Then there was a time when doing that was easy, but laying the Atlantic cable was a great achievement, because of the difficulties which had to be overcome. Later on, marine cable laying became a routine business, but radio across the ocean presented problems which for a time were insuperable. Then those difficulties were overcome too.

There are no personal problems that cannot be overcome by quiet, persistent, spiritual treatment, and the appropriate wise activity.

If you have a personal disability that seems to keep you from success, do not accept it as such, but capitalize it and use it as the instrument for your success.

H. G. Wells had to give up a dull underpaid job because of ill health, so he stayed at home and wrote successful books and became a world-known author instead. Edison was stone deaf and decided that this would enable him to concentrate better on his inventions. Beethoven did his work in spite of his deafness. Theodore Roosevelt was a sickly child and was told he would have to lead a careful retired life. He was a very short-sighted and nervous little boy. Instead of accepting these suggestions, however, he worked hard to develop his body and became, as we know, a strong husky open-air man and big game hunter Gilbert wrote Pinafore on a sick bed, wracked with severe pain.

The owner of a fashionable dress business in London was the wife of a struggling clerk. He was stricken with tuberculosis. She had never been to business, and had no training of any kind, and found herself having to support a husband and two children. She started with nothing but good taste in clothes and a belief in prayer, and is a wealthy and successful woman today. She says, “I thought I would like to sell the kind of clothes I had never been able to afford to buy.”

Whatever you think your disability is—capitalize it. Your particular problem will always seem to be especially difficult, but spiritual treatment and courageous determination can overcome anything.

Problems are sign-posts on the road to God.








KREISLER WAS ALL RIGHT!




WHAT we experience is our own concept of things. That is why no two people see quite the same world, and why, in many cases, different people see such different worlds. To put it in another way, we make our own world by the way in which we think; for we really do live in a world of our own thoughts. It follows from this that if our thinking is faulty, our conditions must be faulty too until our thinking is corrected; and that it is useless to try to improve outer things if we leave our own mentality unchanged.

Let us suppose for the sake of example that a deaf man goes to Carnegie Hall to a Kreisler recital; and that he happens to be a very foolish person. He sits in the middle of the orchestra and, of course, he does not hear a sound. He is annoyed at this, and changes his ticket for a seat in the first balcony. Here, naturally, he fares no better, and, foolishly thinking that the acoustics of the building are at fault, moves again to the top balcony. Still he cannot hear a sound; so now he goes downstairs again and this time chooses a seat in the very front of the orchestra, only a few yards from the violinist. Of course, he has no better fortune here, and so he stamps out of the theatre in a huff, declaring that evidently Kreisler cannot play, and that the hall is badly designed for music.

It is easy for us to see that the trouble is really within himself, and that he cannot remedy matters by merely changing his seat. The only thing for him to do is to overcome his deafness in some way, and then he will enjoy the concert. He must change himself.


This parable applies literally to all the problems of life. We see inharmony because of a spiritual lack within ourselves. As we gain greater spiritual understanding, the true Nature of Being opens up. As long as we move from one place to another in search of harmony, or try to bring it about by changing outer things, we are like the foolish man who could not hear Kreisler, and ran about all over the theatre.








THE THREE GIFTS




IN THE old fairy tales we were often told that when a little prince was born the fairies came to the christening with gifts. One is tempted to ask what gifts we would choose for ourselves if we had the ordering of such matters. In other words, what are, let us say, the three best gifts that a child could be born with?

I suggest the following three: a good constitution, a good disposition, and horse sense. I think that a child endowed with these three qualities would have very few difficulties to meet in life.

I put a good constitution first because health is the greatest of all human blessings. Without good health nothing else is of much use, and, of course, everyone realizes this.

On the other hand, people do not always realize how much difference a good disposition makes in oiling the wheels of everyday life. They do not realize that if you have a good disposition you make friends everywhere, without making any special effort in that direction. A good disposition saves you from criticism, resentment, condemnation, jealousy, and all the other negative things that spoil people’s lives.

Finally, I come to plain horse sense. I believe that sheer horse sense, as it is called, is more important than the possession of any kind of mere ability or even great talents can be. It will do more to get a boy or girl through practical difficulties than all the instruction ever given. We have all known men and women of the utmost brilliance, who apparently had every gift for success in life, but who, owing to a lack of simple, plain horse sense, came to shipwreck.

Now, supposing you feel that you were not endowed with one or any of these gifts, what can you do? Well, the Jesus Christ teaching tells us that no good thing for which we pray is withheld. If you want any of the above gifts for yourself, pray for it each day, by claiming it; and build it into your character by acting the part in every circumstance that arises.

“When you pray believe that you receive and you shall receive.”*








TAIL WAGS DOG




MAN controls his own life. The Bible says that God has given him “dominion over all things,” and this is true when he understands the Truth; and the Truth is that your outer conditions—your environment—are the expression of your mentality, and nothing more. They are not cause; they are effect. They do not come first; they follow after. You can change your thoughts and feelings, and then the outer things will change to correspond, and indeed there is no other way of working. You are not happy because you are well. You are well because you are happy. You do not have faith because things are going well. They are going well because you have faith. You are not depressed because trouble has come to you, but trouble has come because your realization of the Truth had first fallen off.

The secret of life then is to control your mental states, for if you will do this the rest will follow. To accept sickness, trouble, and failure as unavoidable, and perhaps inevitable, is folly, because it is this very acceptance by you that keeps these evils in existence. Man is not limited by his environment. He creates his environment by his beliefs and feelings. To suppose otherwise is like thinking that the tail can wag the dog.

If you have been thinking that outer conditions are stronger than you are, and that they can prevent you from expressing yourself as God intended, say to yourself: “Tail wags dog”—and immediately reverse the belief.

God means you to be healthy, happy, and free, and you must not accept anything less. Claim that God works through you—and believe it—and nothing can keep you back. Who did hinder you that ye should not obey the Truth?








ARE YOU DYNAMIC?




WHAT is a dynamic person?

Many people think they would like to be what is called dynamic but it does not appear that they always have a very clear idea of what that expression really means. Sometimes they think it means being somewhat aggressive and noisy, or even bombastic, in manner. In other cases, they seem to think it means drawing attention to themselves in some less blatant but equally effective way. In reality nothing could be farther from the truth.

A dynamic person is a person who really makes a difference in the world; who does something that really changes things or people. The magnitude of the work done may not be very great, but the fact still remains that the world is a little different because that person has lived and worked. That is a dynamic person.

Dynamic people, like St. Paul or Washington or Napoleon, change the lives and destinies of millions of people, and their work is known to all; but there are many men and women up and down the country whose works are not well known or known at all, and yet on their own scale they are dynamic, because they have actually changed the world in even a small way.

If you really get something done, no matter how small a thing it may be, you are dynamic, and the world is different because you lived in it. If you are only pretending to do things or talking about them, or building up appearances, you are not dynamic; you are play acting. You are a hollow shell, and no one wants to be that.








A DYNAMIC PERSON




ONE who does something in a new way, which is also a better way, is dynamic. One who makes two grains of wheat grow where one grew previously is dynamic. One who builds up a successful business serving the public and finding employment for others is dynamic. One who produces a useful invention is dynamic. One who composes fine music, writes great poetry, or produces fine paintings or statuary, is dynamic.

One who really heals is dynamic. One who teaches effectively is dynamic.

Now all these people leave the world at least a little different from the way in which they found it. Washington changed the course of history; and you may change one person’s life by healing or teaching him, or merely inspiring him by your own demonstration. But the point is that something has been changed for the better in the outer picture.

There are foolish people who are quite satisfied with being considered dynamic. They are satisfied to pretend. They are satisfied to spend their energies on appearances. They assume an important manner and talk in a large way—necessarily somewhat vaguely—about the wonderful things they are doing or have done at some remote time and place. They are adept at giving big names to small things, and, of course, all this is but an elaborate form of bluff, and is the opposite of being dynamic.

The real secret of a dynamic personality is to believe that God works through you, whatever you may be doing; to put His service first, and to be as sincere, practical, and efficient as you know how. If you will put this method in practice for even a short time you will be surprised at the remarkable results that you will obtain, and you will find yourself becoming a truly dynamic person.

To give real service is to be really alive.

“By their fruits ye shall know them.”*








ARE YOU FOOLING YOURSELF?




THE Jesus Christ teaching is a dynamic gospel. It really changes things. It makes the life history of the individual utterly different from what it would have been without it—and naturally that is the test. Those who do not understand our teaching sometimes say that we fool ourselves; that we pretend to be healthy when we are sick, and pretend that things are going well when in fact they are going wrong. They think we are Pollyannas, trying to hypnotize ourselves by calling black white.

Of course, this is quite untrue. Anyone who acts in that way is not practising the Jesus Christ teaching. We understand that by turning away from the negative picture to positive Truth, and holding to that Truth in consciousness, we heal the picture. And that is the case, and that is the test.

That is the test. If the outer picture changes you are working rightly. You are not fooling yourself or just indulging in emotional dissipation. If the outer picture does not change in a reasonable time, you are fooling yourself. You are not working rightly, and should revise your method. The outer change may be incomplete or even comparatively small as yet, but as long as the outer picture is changing, you are not fooling yourself; you are getting results.

There are no invisible demonstrations. You demonstrate your mentality at all times in the outer world of appearances. Excuses, prevarications, any kind of self-deception are idle when we know that the outer picture tells the tale, and that there is no appeal from it.


Thank God for this wonderful Truth, for it gives you an infallible method of overcoming limitation and error.

“By their fruits ye shall know them.”*








FORESIGHT AND HINDSIGHT




WHEN you have to make a decision or take a certain action, all that you can do is to do the best you know at that time, and if you do that you will have done your duty. In the light of after events it may turn out that you made a mistake, but that will not be your fault because you could not possibly do better than the best you knew at the time. The wisest man that ever lived could do no more.

For this reason it is very foolish to repine over past mistakes which were made in good faith. Any fool can have hindsight; it is wise foresight that is difficult.

Do what seems best at the time, taking all circumstances, as far as you know them, into consideration, and then have no regrets.

Students of metaphysics of course always pray for guidance before making a critical decision. Claim that the Christ is guiding you; and believe it; and the ultimate outcome will be favorable even if things seem to go wrong for a time—provided you really do believe what you claim.








A SMILE IS AN INVESTMENT




MOST people feel intuitively that the simplest things in life are the most important, or, if you prefer, that the most important things in life are found to be the simplest. This is a very profound discovery. What is more important to us than breathing, for instance?—yet we seldom give it a thought—fresh air doesn’t cost a penny—and if deprived of air we die in a few minutes.

Another simple thing which is of great moment is a smile. A smile costs nothing in money, time, or effort, but it is literally true that it can be of supreme importance in one’s life. A smile affects your whole body from the skin right in to the skeleton, including all blood vessels, nerves and muscles. It affects the functioning of every organ. It influences every gland. I repeat—and this is literally true—you cannot smile without affecting your whole body favorably. Even one smile often relaxes quite a number of muscles, and when the thing becomes a habit you can easily see how the effect will mount up. Last year’s smiles are paying you dividends today.

The effect of a smile on other people is no less remarkable. It disarms suspicion, melts away fear and anger, and brings forth the best in the other person—which best he immediately proceeds to give to you.

A smile is to personal contacts what oil is to machinery, and no intelligent engineer ever neglects lubrication.








GREAT MENTAL LAWS:

1. The Law of Substitution




THERE are a few great laws that govern all thinking, just as there are a few fundamental laws in chemistry, in physics, and in mechanics, for example.

We know that thought control is the Key of Destiny, and in order to learn thought control we have to know and understand these laws, just as the chemist has to understand the laws of chemistry, and the electrician has to know the laws of electricity.

One of the great mental laws is the Law of Substitution. This means that the only way to get rid of a certain thought is to substitute another one for it. You cannot dismiss a thought directly. You can do so only by substituting another one for it. On the physical plane this is not the case. You can drop a book or a stone by simply opening your hand and letting it go; but with thought this will not work. If you want to dismiss a negative thought, the only way to do so is to think of something positive and constructive. It is as though in order, let us say, to drop a pencil, it were necessary to put a pen or a book or a stone into your hand, when the pencil would fall away.

If I say to you, “Do not think of the Statue of Liberty,” of course, you immediately think of it. If you say, “I am not going to think of the Statue of Liberty,” that is thinking of it. But now, having thought of it, if you become interested in something else, say, by turning on the radio, you forget all about the Statue of Liberty—and this is a case of substitution.

When negative thoughts come to you, do not fight them, but think of something positive. Preferably think of God; but if that is difficult at the moment, think of any positive or constructive idea, and then the negative thought will fade out.

It sometimes happens that negative thoughts seem to besiege you in such force that you cannot overcome them. That is what is called a fit of depression, or a fit of worry, or perhaps even a fit of anger. In such a case the best thing is to go and find someone to talk to on any subject, or to go to a good movie or play, or read an interesting book, say a good novel or biography or travel book, or something of the kind. If you sit down to fight the negative tide you will probably succeed only in amplifying it.

Turn your attention to something quite different, refusing steadfastly to think of or rehearse the difficulty, and, later on, after you have completely gotten away from it, you can come back with confidence and handle it by spiritual treatment. “I say unto you that you resist not evil.”*








GREAT MENTAL LAWS:

2. The Law of Relaxation




ANOTHER of the great mental laws is the Law of Relaxation. In all mental working effort defeats itself. The more effort you make the less will your result be. This of course is just the opposite of what we find on the physical plane, but it will not surprise us because we know that in many cases the laws of mind are the reverse of the laws of matter.

On the physical plane, usually the more effort we make the greater the result. The harder you press a drill the faster will it go through a plank. The harder you hammer a nail the sooner does it go into the wall. The harder you work in digging the ground the sooner do you have a ditch. The exact opposite, however, is the case with thought.

Any attempt at mental pressure is foredoomed to failure because the moment tension begins, the mind stops working creatively, and just runs along on whatever the old habit pattern is. When you try to force things mentally, when you try to hurry mentally, you simply stop your creative power. To enable your mind to become creative again you must un-tense it by consciously relaxing.

In all mental working be relaxed, gentle, and unhurried for effort defeats itself.

“In quietness and in confidence shall be your strength.”*








GREAT MENTAL LAWS:

3. The Law of Subconscious Activity




AS SOON as the subconscious mind accepts any idea, it immediately begins trying to put it into effect. It uses all its resources (and these are far greater than is commonly supposed) to that end. It uses every bit of knowledge that you have ever collected, and most of which you have totally forgotten, to bring about its purpose. It mobilizes the many mental powers that you possess and most of which you never consciously use. It draws on the unlimited energy of the race mind. It lines up all the laws of nature as they operate both inside and outside of you, to get its way.

Sometimes it succeeds in its purpose immediately. Sometimes it takes a little time; sometimes it takes a long time, depending on the difficulties to be overcome; but if the thing is not utterly impossible, the subconscious will bring it about—once it accepts the idea.

This law is true for both good and bad ideas. This law, when used negatively, brings sickness, trouble, and failure; and when used positively, brings healing, freedom, and success. The Bible teaching does not say that harmony is inevitable no matter what we do—that is Pollyanna—it teaches that harmony is inevitable when our thoughts are positive, constructive, and kindly.

From this it follows that the only thing we have to do is to get the subconscious to accept the idea that we want reproduced, and the laws of nature will do the rest; will bring forth the healthy body, the harmonious circumstances, the successful career. We give the orders—the subconscious does the work.








GREAT MENTAL LAWS:

4. The Law of Practice




PRACTICE makes perfect. This familiar proverb embodies one of the great laws of human nature and—being a law—it is never under any circumstances broken.

To become proficient in any field you must practise. There is simply no achievement without practice and the more practice, provided it is done intelligently, the greater will the proficiency be and the sooner will it be attained. This is true in the study of music, in the study of a foreign language, in learning to swim or skate or ski or fly. It is true in every conceivable branch of human endeavor. Practice is the price of proficiency.

In business life and in any kind of management or administration, experience is the form that practice takes, and here again it is practice that makes perfect. That is why, other things being equal, an older person is usually to be selected for responsible positions rather than a younger.

In metaphysics the effects of this law are particularly striking. Thought control is entirely a matter of intelligent practice. And true religion may well be summed up as the Practice of the Presence of God. But note that I said intelligent practice. Violent forcing is not intelligent practice, nor is monotonous plodding.

Practice is the secret of attainment. We might paraphrase Danton and say practice!…and more practice!!…and still more practice!!!

“Be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only.”*








GREAT MENTAL LAWS:

5. The Two Factors




EVERY thought is made up of two factors, knowledge and feeling. A thought consists of a piece of knowledge with a charge of feeling, and it is the feeling alone that gives power to the thought. No matter how important or magnificent the knowledge content may be, if there is no feeling attached to it nothing will happen. On the other hand, no matter how unimportant or insignificant the knowledge content may be, if there is a large charge of feeling something will happen.

This universal law is symbolized in nature by the bird. A bird has two wings, neither more nor less, and they must both be functioning before he can fly.

It makes no difference whether the knowledge content is correct or not as long as you believe it to be correct. Remember that it is what we really believe that matters. A report about something may be quite untrue, but if you believe it, it has the same effect upon you as if it were true; and that effect again will depend upon the quantity of feeling attached to it.

When we understand this Law we see the importance of accepting only the Truth concerning life in every phase of our experience. Indeed, this is why Jesus said, “Know the Truth and the Truth will set you free.” Now we realize why negative feelings (fear, criticism, etc.) are so destructive, and a sense of peace and good will is such a power for healing.








GREAT MENTAL LAWS:

6. What You Think Upon Grows




WHAT you think upon grows. This is an Eastern maxim, and it sums up neatly the greatest and most fundamental of all the Laws of Mind. What you think upon grows.

What you think upon grows. Whatever you allow to occupy your mind you magnify in your own life. Whether the subject of your thought be good or bad, the law works and the condition grows. Any subject that you keep out of your mind tends to diminish in your life, because what you do not use atrophies.

The more you think about your indigestion or your rheumatism, the worse it will become. The more you think of yourself as healthy and well, the better will your body be.

The more you think about lack, bad times, etc., the worse will your business be; and the more you think of prosperity, abundance, and success, the more of these things will you bring into your life.

The more you think about your grievances or the injustices that you have suffered, the more such trials will you continue to receive; and the more you think of the good fortune you have had, the more good fortune will come to you.

This is the basic, fundamental, all-inclusive Law of Mind, and actually all psychological and metaphysical teaching is little more than a commentary upon this.

What you think upon grows.*








GREAT MENTAL LAWS:

7. The Law of Forgiveness




IT IS an unbreakable mental law that you have to forgive others if you want to demonstrate over your difficulties and to make any real spiritual progress.

The vital importance of forgiveness may not be obvious at first sight, but you may be sure that it is not by mere chance that every great spiritual teacher from Jesus Christ downward has insisted so strongly upon it.

You must forgive injuries, not just in words, or as a matter of form; but sincerely, in your heart—and that is the long and the short of it. You do this, not for the other person’s sake, but for your own sake. It will make no difference to him (unless he happens to set a value upon your forgiveness), but it will make a tremendous difference to you. Resentment, condemnation, anger, desire to see someone punished are things that rot your soul, no matter how cleverly you may be disguising them. Such things, because they have a much stronger emotional content than anyone suspects, fasten your troubles to you with rivets. They fetter you to many other problems which actually have nothing whatever to do with the original grievances themselves.

Forgiveness does not mean that you have to like the delinquent or want to meet him; but that you must wish him well. Of course you must not make a “door mat” of yourself. Of course you must not allow yourself to be imposed upon, or ill treated. You must fight your own battles and fight them with prayer, justice, and good will. It does not matter whether you can forget the injury or not, although if you cease to rehearse it you probably will—but you must forgive.

Now reconsider The Lord’s Prayer.








HAVE YOU A POCKET GOD?




THE Bible teaches us that “God is Spirit and they that worship Him must worship Him in spirit and in truth.”* This means of course that God is all-perfect and that He is no respecter of persons. God does not favor one person in preference to another, nor does He ever help one person at the expense of another. God can always give us everything that we need without taking from anyone else. Indeed, the very desire to have anything that belongs rightfully to another is a serious sin, and is condemned in the commandment—“Thou shalt not covet.” If you see anyone in possession of something that you would like to have, be glad that he has it; think “I am in touch with the source of that, and God can give me something as good or better.”

Thoughtless people often try, as it were, to make use of God, without of course realizing the absurdity of such an idea. They try to make their religion do what they want. They try to use Spiritual Truth for their own convenience, instead of adjusting themselves to the Laws of Being. They pretend that God wants what they want, and that He wants it done in the way they happen to prefer. Very frequently, of course, they pretend that God wants other people to do things to please them. Such people are not worshiping the true God. All they have is a pocket god, trained to respond to their wishes; and such a heathen idol can hardly bring anything but suffering and unhappiness.

To worship the true God and to bring our lives into tune with Him is the only road to freedom, health, and harmony.
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