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Yielding our lives to the divine blueprint
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Throughout Scripture, one truth quietly but powerfully emerges: God is not only a Creator, but He is a Builder. He does not merely bring things into existence; He constructs with intent, order, precision, timing, and purpose. Nothing He builds is accidental. Nothing He designs is incomplete. And nothing He establishes is without a blueprint rooted in eternal wisdom.

To understand God as the Master Builder is to understand that our lives are not self-made projects, but divinely designed constructions. And the invitation of faith is not to build for God in our own strength, but to be built by God according to His design.

A builder does not begin without a design. Scripture reveals that God works from eternal intention: “Known unto God are all His works from the beginning of the world.” (Acts 15:18). Before anything was formed in time, it was already ordered in eternity. This means God never improvises with your life. He is not reacting to your circumstances, He is constructing through them.

Where we see confusion, He sees construction. Where we see delay, He sees alignment. Where we see loss, He may be removing flawed material from a faulty design. The Master Builder never wastes material. He repurposes it.

One of the earliest and clearest examples of divine construction is Noah’s Ark (Genesis 6–7). God did not simply tell Noah what to build; He gave him how to build it. “Make thee an ark of gopher wood... this is the fashion which thou shalt make it of.” (Genesis 6:14–15).

Notice something critical: Noah was not allowed creative freedom in design. He was given dimensions, materials, and structure. Why? Because the Ark was not just a boat, it was a prophetic structure of salvation. If Noah had altered the design, it would not have survived the waters of judgment. This reveals a deep principle: what God builds must be built God’s way to survive what is coming. Many lives struggle not because there is no calling, but because the structure was modified. We add our preferences, remove His instructions, and expect divine outcomes from human designs. But the flood respects only divine construction.

When God instructed Moses to build the Tabernacle, He made a statement that echoes through eternity: “See that you make them according to the pattern shown you on the mountain.” (Exodus 25:40). The word “pattern” here is not vague inspiration; it is heavenly architecture. Moses was not improvising worship; he was replicating a revealed structure. The Tabernacle teaches us something profound: God desires earth to reflect heaven’s design. Everything, from the Ark of the Covenant to the altar, from the lampstand to the veil, was symbolic, intentional, and ordered. This is the nature of God’s building: nothing is decorative without meaning, and nothing is random without purpose. When we surrender to God’s building process, even the smallest details of our lives begin to carry eternal significance.

The construction of Solomon’s Temple takes this even further. David received the blueprint, but Solomon executed it. “Then David gave to Solomon his son the pattern of the porch... and of all that he had by the Spirit...” (1 Chronicles 28:11–12). This was not architectural genius alone; it was spiritual revelation translated into stone, gold, and cedar. But here is the key: the Temple was not just a building, it was a dwelling place for God’s presence. This reveals God’s ultimate intention in all His building work: He is not building systems. He is not building institutions. He is building habitations for His glory. And that includes you. “Do you not know that you are God’s temple?” (1 Corinthians 3:16). You are not self-constructed. You are a dwelling place under divine construction.

Every true building of God is anchored in Christ: “Built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief cornerstone.” (Ephesians 2:20). A cornerstone determines alignment. If the cornerstone is off, the entire structure is compromised. This is why Jesus is not just part of the building; He is the reference point of every measurement. To build without Christ is to build without alignment. It may rise quickly, but it will not stand eternally. Jesus also made a sobering distinction: “Every house divided against itself cannot stand.” (Mark 3:25). God does not build chaos. He builds unity, order, and spiritual integrity.

In Genesis 11, humanity said, “Let us build us a city and a tower... and make us a name.” This is the opposite of divine construction; self-exaltation through human effort. The result was confusion. Babel represents every life, ministry, or system built outside divine instruction. It may look impressive, but it collapses into fragmentation because it was never aligned with heaven’s blueprint. A powerful truth emerges here: If God is not the architect, success becomes instability.

Jesus declared: “I will build My church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.” (Matthew 16:18). Notice the verb: I will build.  The Church is not man’s project with divine approval. It is God’s project with human participation. We are not the builders of the Church; we are living stones being built together: “You also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual house.” (1 Peter 2:5). This means God is still actively constructing. He is shaping character, aligning relationships, positioning gifts, and placing people exactly where they fit in His design. And sometimes, building requires breaking, reshaping, and resetting because the Master Builder is committed not to comfort, but to completion.

The central question becomes: will we submit to the Builder’s design? Proverbs 19:21 says: “Many are the plans in a person’s heart, but it is the Lord’s purpose that prevails.” This is not a limitation; it is liberation. Human plans are often limited by vision, emotion, and experience. God’s blueprint is unlimited, eternal, and perfectly timed. Yielding to God means releasing the need to control outcomes, surrendering timelines to His wisdom, accepting divine edits to our plans, and trusting His construction even when it feels like deconstruction. Because God often must remove what we built so He can establish what He designed.

Philippians 1:6 declares: “He who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion.” You are not unfinished by accident; you are unfinished by design. The Master Builder never abandons His projects mid-construction. He finishes what He starts. Even when you feel in transition, God is still building. Even when doors close, He is realigning structure. Even when seasons shift, He is reinforcing foundations.

To trust God as the Master Builder is to stop resisting His process and start respecting His design. He built an Ark that survived judgment. He built a Tabernacle that carried His presence. He built a Temple that revealed His glory. He is building a Church that will not fail. And He is building you into a dwelling place of His purpose. So the invitation is simple, but profound: lay down your blueprint. Pick up His. Stop asking God to bless your construction and start yielding to His. Because in the hands of the Master Builder, nothing is wasted, nothing is random, and nothing is unfinished. He builds well. He builds wisely. And He builds forever.
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Only the best for God’s children
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Jeremiah 29:11 For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, says the Lord, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you a future and a hope.

God as the Master Builder only wants the best for us. After all, any parent only wants the best for their children, so why would it be different when it comes to our relationship with God? God’s intentions towards His children have always been good, pure, glorious and wonderful. Only the best says God for His children.

As children, we have probably all resisted and rebelled against our parents, declaring they ‘know nothing’ and ‘we know everything’. We so often, even at times unintentionally and with noble intentions, resist God because we think we know best for our lives. Just as a parent truly knows what is best for a child, how much more will our heavenly Father, who is all-wisdom, not know what should be the perfect path for us to follow?  Matthew 7 says, “9 Or what man is there among you who, if his son asks for bread, will give him a stone? 10 Or if he asks for a fish, will he give him a serpent? 11 If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father who is in heaven give good things to those who ask Him!”

The sad reality is that often, as His children, we get into trouble because we have not listened to our Father. God knows our frailties and loves us deeply despite our misgivings and arguments, yet it pains Him when we follow not His perfect will and purpose for our lives. It really boils down to obedience, doesn’t it?

It is about trust and putting our faith unreservedly into His hands. Sure, we stumble and fall along the way, but God will always pick us up. Sure, we may have gone astray regarding our purpose along the way, but this is still the same God who leaves the 99 to find the one lost sheep.

Proverbs 19:21 says, “Many are the plans in a person’s heart, but it is the LORD’s purpose that prevails.” God’s plan and purpose for us are the BEST, and this transcends every aspect of our lives, be it our spiritual journey or our journey through life. The VERY BEST God has in store for us will glorify God, exalt His Kingdom, and it will give meaning to our existence.

It is the best that will prosper us in spirit, soul and body. If we truly seek God and His plan above all, we then seek His Kingdom and righteousness. And for those who seek His Kingdom with devotion, will be rewarded, for the rest shall be added (Matthew 6:33 – spiritual and physical blessings and favour). As we love God, His plan for our lives shall unfold, be revealed and shine as a glorious light in the darkness.

Let us be honest, we do not know the road ahead, but God does. This is also why God’s word is the light and the lamp unto our path (Psalm 119:105). Despite how wise we think we may be, God knows all. Whenever things don’t make sense, to God, everything always makes sense. We need to absolutely and without fail, in great courage, trust in God’s plan and purpose, even when it seems God has forgotten us or is punishing us. God will never leave us; He is love. God knows what is best.

Yet it is not always easy. Most of the time, it is very hard when someone else, even if it is God, steers the ship of our lives. But He is our loving Father – faithful, loyal, longsuffering, full of grace, mercy and love.

Yes, many times it seems difficult to trust in God’s plan. For it requires submission, patience, and the strength to endure. In our anxiety and frustrations, we keep praying for our will to be done, all the while we cannot see the perfect plan of God that needs to come into fulfilment. 

In Matthew 6, we are taught to pray for God’s will to be done. By the way, it was not advised but commanded by Jesus, for God knows that His will for our lives and families is perfect and will lead to those wonderful green pastures and quiet rivers of Psalm 23.  He is the Good Shepherd. Shall we not simply fall into His arms, rest, and know He has the best intentions for us?

Is it not amazing when God does not answer us according to our needs and wants, we blame Him? Yes, this saddens the Lord, for as our Father, we must rest in His love, hear His heartbeat and know that in His Presence He will lead us. God demonstrated this truth of being a loving God throughout the Bible. Nothing has changed. His will for us is already settled in heaven. It is good, pure, and right. So we must trust in God, be still and not be fearful or anxious for His will shall be done.

In our fellowship with God, how often do we not try to impose our will upon God, outlining our plans and intentions? 

Should we rather not be listening to Him, abiding in His beauty and resting in His faithfulness? Should we not rather pray for the strength to follow His will, to discern His path, to testify of His greatness and the faith to endure? Exalt Him, for God is good all the time.

Philippians 4 says, “6 Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; 7 and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.” God knows our hearts. 

He knows everything about us when we rise and when we sleep. He is the alpha and the omega. He is the author of our faith. So even in our struggles, disappointments, and hardships, rejoice for God is wonderful, and His plan is the best for us. Rejoice, even when your plan does not always work out, for God is true to His Word and His promises stand forever. 

Yes, rejoice, for His plan shall be fulfilled if we just trust, obey, and hold onto His mighty hand.

May we always know that we serve a great God. There is no dispute regarding this truth. A great God of no equal. And the greatness of God is evident in how He keeps His Word and fulfils His Word no matter what. He brings to fruition what He said, and His promises stand forever. He shall forever be with us, and He shall bring to pass what has been placed within us to achieve. Such is the nature of God – majestic, beautiful, glorious and wonderful.
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Our storyline: God the author, clockmaker and gardener  
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A storyline may refer to the plot or subplot of a story. In other words, the narrative of a work, whether of a fictional or nonfictional basis. Some say it includes the narrative threads experienced by each character or set of characters in a work of fiction. When it comes to the storyline, we need to realise that when we are born, God has written down a storyline for our lives. And we are the main character.

Every person’s life can be viewed as a story—filled with chapters, characters, turning points, victories, and valleys. Scripture presents God not as a distant observer but as the Author who writes, shapes, and redeems the storyline of every believer’s life. Hebrews 12:2 says, “Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith.” This teaching helps us understand what that means, how God writes our story, and what our responsibility is within His authorship.

Just as characters have a purpose in a storyline, so we all have a purpose. The Bible speaks often and clearly about God having a purpose for each person’s life. Jeremiah 29:11 says, “For I know the plans I have for you... plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” This shows that God’s plans are deliberate, good, and filled with hope. Jeremiah 1:5 tells us: “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, before you were born I set you apart.” This means God’s purpose for our lives existed even before our birth.

In Psalm 139:13–16, David writes that God formed us in our mother’s womb and that all our days were written in His book before one came to be. Isaiah 43:7 says, “Everyone who is called by my name, whom I created for my glory.” Our lives have purpose because we are made to display God’s glory—through our character, our love, and our obedience. Because we are called to display His glory, we are created to do good works. Ephesians 2:10 reminds us of the following: “For we are God’s workmanship... created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.” God doesn’t just save us; He appoints work for us—unique assignments prepared before we were even born. 

Unlike human authors who may discover the story as they go, God writes from a place of complete foresight and intention. Your life is not random. God has a purpose, a plan, and a design for every chapter. Authors choose every word deliberately. In the same way, God shapes events, seasons, and encounters with intentionality. Even the parts we don’t understand are written with divine care. God specialises in turning broken chapters into testimonies. Romans 8:28 reminds us that He works all things for good. God never wastes a chapter—He rewrites pain into purpose. Some chapters are joyful, others painful, some full of movement, others quiet and hidden. No one can judge your whole story based on a single difficult chapter. God places people in our lives—some for a moment, some for a season, some for a lifetime. Each relationship plays a role in His storyline for us. 

Genesis 8:22 says: “As long as the earth endures, seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter, day and night will never cease.” Indeed, there is a time and there is a season for all things, as Solomon wrote, for indeed there is a time for death and there is a time for life and war and birth and hope and despair and death and life. There are seasons in all storylines. There is a time for all things while the seasons turn and the harvest yields crops and the summer folds into fall and fall into winter and winter into spring. There is a time and there is a season for mankind and the world, and there is a season and a time spiritually and naturally for the Lord, indeed, is the great architect of time, even though in Himself time does not exist. He is the Master Builder of all our lives, even if we deny it. He is the One who has made all creation.

He is like a great Clockmaker and all things are made by Him, be it the heartbeat of man, be it the seasons, be it the sun, be it the planets, be it the flow of rivers or be it the rotation of the earth. All things speak of time, and it speaks of the hand of God moving the minute and second hands of the great Clock of life as mankind moves forward by breath and heartbeat as the earth evolves, transforms, erodes, changes, blooms and grows by every tick of the second hand of the clock and by every passing shadow. Just so, He has set a course for our lives, and there is an hourglass that will run out for all of us. The question is, what are you doing with our storyline that God has set in motion?

He is the Clockmaker, even though, as the Alpha and the Omega, there is no time or season with God. In Him all things exist in season and at time and in time at the same time, yet there is no determining external or internal factor to dictate the measure of movement backwards or forwards. Such is the Lord whom we serve – a God of no time yet a God who dictates times and who upholds time so that His Sovereign Will is completed in time and in season for a purpose and for a definite glorious reason until the end of all time. In Him rests our storyline. We can either bend to His perfect will and allow His beautiful story for us to unfold, or we can resist the Creator who called forth life and brings forth eternal hope for those who trust in Him.

And so we cast our eyes to a small workshop and to a master at work – a clockmaker. Meticulously, with great precision, with great passion and love, the clockmaker leans over to assemble his masterwork – a work of great detail, of great patience, of great understanding and of great care. With steady hands, as he breathes steadily and deeply, he assembles every little intricate and valued part of the clock – for the world’s demand has faded away, no longer capturing and captivating his attention or heart. Time and season move and flow and shift like sand over the dunes of Cairo, carried by winds of change and hope kindled and hope faded, but as seconds and minutes dance the clockmaker takes little heed of such matters.

Intently, focused, with hands wise and hands trained, he studies with deep joy and pride his work, and with a steady heartbeat, he fashions a masterpiece so unique, so true, and so real to the master’s touch. For every part he touches and handles with great care, his touch is gentle, his touch kind and warm. There is no mischief in his soul, only a desire and a longing and yearning to see his masterwork made beautiful. Ah, there is expectancy, great anticipation and a tremendous waiting for that one sound – the sound of a ticking as the hand of time begins to move to a set rhythm.

But not only a ticking, but the perfect and complete operation of the masterwork, therefore a ticking that keeps time complete and perfect, not just for a brief moment, but a working that will last beyond the scope and span of lifetimes and generations. For such is the magnitude and depth of the clockmaker’s design and effort, to produce, to fashion and to bring forth a masterpiece of such worth and value that it will captivate souls, that it will capture history, that it will dictate the ebb and flow of a life and that it will within its intricate creativity beat in own accord to the steps of mankind’s inhaling and exhaling. And so we find the clockmaker at his sturdy and wooden table, a lamp flooding the work surface, his soul burning with hope and love as the clock in time is fashioned to keep time, to keep season and to keep a heartbeat.

He can hear the ticking ... tick tock ... like a heartbeat of man, like dripping water on dry ground and like a steady march of feet on arid ground. Ah, dear reader, so it is with our Lord, the great clockmaker. With great design, with great effort and with meticulous attention to detail, He has fashioned us all, every one, beautiful, and every one,  a masterpiece. For just like every clock carried the greatest of love and affection for the designer, and with every clock a masterpiece and so unique, just so the Lord has designed us all to be unique, beautifully and amazingly crafted. For just as a clockmaker is recognised by his work, just like a painter is known for his art, just so the Lord’s artwork is infinitely crafted into us.

Ay, indeed, for when one looks at a clock, the mark of the designer is upon such work of magnificence and precision. When one purchases such a clock of value and worth, it brings glory to the creator, for if the clockmaker is indeed trusted for a work abounding with the richness of geniality, then such a clock will continue making that one sound – that beautiful rhythmic ticking – in time and all the time.

And so it is with us, and so it is God’s intent that by design and by the fashion of His hands we shall be looked upon and that the mark of the greatest clockmaker should be recognised and should be noted within us as our hearts beat to His rhythm of life. We are all made to be of great worth and value, and we all abound in the richness of geniality. God is the greatest of clockmakers – for all things, be it seasons, be it the sun or be it the universe, hold time and keep time to the perfect and complete rhythm of His heartbeat. For the Lord marches through time and all is enfolded by that mysterious testifier called history, yet history will testify of time that fades and of time that will one day and in one second by enfolded by divinity in whom eternity exists without a notion of erosion or age.

So the sun shines, so the wind blows, so the water flows, so there is an erosion, and so man grows old, and so everything under the canopy of heaven and in heaven marches and dances to the rhythm of time, for the creator and master has so designed and fashioned the heavenly host and the earthly masterworks to keep time all the time until a day and hour arrives that all time stops – ay indeed, such a day and hour cometh that all exists not in time and for in time, but for all time at the same time.

But let us understand and grasp the depth of the Lord’s craftsmanship when He fashioned and designed man with meticulous and glorious attention to detail. As a clockmaker pours himself into his work, so the Lord has poured Himself into every masterpiece, with great care, with great detail and meticulous fortitude. And just as a clockmaker waited expectantly, yearning, for that sound that is the sound of a slow and beautiful ticking – how the Lord smiles and breathes deeply with tremendous joy and with tremendous love when He hears that sound – the sound of a ticking heartbeat. Indeed, in heaven we are designed and fashioned, beautifully and magnificently made to carry His workmanship to His glory and for the glory of all who come upon our path, but here in earth, for a time and for a while, inside of us the Lord has placed the most amazing mechanism – a heart that beats like a ticking clock.

But oh, let us understand, beyond the heart of flesh lies the heart of the spirit, for there is no greater joy and love when the maker hears the rhythmic beating of a spirit stirred that ticks to the rhythm of the beat of the Lord. Such is the nature and depth of the Lord's workmanship – for within us there is a rhythmical beating of flesh and spirit, and within the soul there is a ticking of emotions abounding towards a destination of temporary delight. How beautiful when the ticking flows with the perfect and complete will of the perfect and complete author of our faith - our Lord and Saviour. 

For the clockmaker listens – He desires to hear the beating of our spirit, the beating of our soul and our heart, for it glorifies Him when we become and exist as the great and valuable works of worth as designed and fashioned by the greatest of artists. There is a ticking, and how beautiful when we beat according to His love, beauty and majesty. The Lord listens as we sound His glory, as the mountains cry out, as the rain swings, as the wind weeps, and the ground sighs. All creation in harmony keeps to a beat and a harmonious rhythm of divine hope.

Yes, this awesome God writes the storyline, but we choose whether we walk in it. We cooperate through obedience, surrender, prayer, and trust. God never forces His script upon us, but His storyline is always best. God is sovereign, yet humans choose. You hold the pen of daily decisions, but God holds the blueprint of the masterpiece. 

We need to trust God even when life’s story feels confusing or broken. Illness, suffering, betrayal, loss, setbacks—these chapters feel like misprints. God writes through them, not despite them. Joseph’s life tells us what was meant for evil, God rewrote for good. Sometimes God seems quiet. No big events. No breakthroughs. Just waiting. In every great story, the author builds in the quiet chapters. God uses silence to strengthen faith, deepen dependence, and prepare the next move. Every great story has a turning point. In the Bible, these often came from unexpected encounters: Moses and the burning bush; David’s anointing; and Paul on the road to Damascus. God can shift your entire narrative in a single moment. So trust Him. Every life story ultimately only makes sense when Jesus becomes the central figure. “In Him we live and move and have our being.” – Acts 17:28.  He is the author, editor, redeemer and finisher. 

We need to live knowing God writes our story. We need to trust the Author, even when you don’t understand the chapter. We need to yield the Pen. We need to stop trying to write the story our own way. We need to read the Script (Scripture). His Word reveals His heart for your storyline. And we need to embrace the process, for every story has development, conflict, lessons, and growth. Ultimately, let us remember that God never ends a story in tragedy for those who love Him. Romans 8:28 says, “And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love Him.” Even hardships are woven into His larger purpose for our growth, character, and calling.

Proverbs 19:21 says, “Many are the plans in a person’s heart, but it is the LORD’s purpose that prevails.” And also Proverbs 16:9, “In their hearts humans plan their course, but the LORD establishes their steps.” God guides, redirects, and shapes the path of those who follow Him. Yet we need to yield and submit to His ways and truth. After all, our purpose is found in a relationship with Him. This is why Matthew 6:33 says, “Seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness.” Purpose begins with seeking God, trusting Him, and walking in daily obedience.

John 15 (New International Version, ©2011) says, “1 I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener.” The Lord wants to reminds us of a garden, and in the garden there are all sorts of flowers and they make up the garden with splendour and colour and beauty, and the Lord says that He is the Gardener of Life and He as a loving Father knows every flower by name, and the very nature and life of every flower, and He cares for and gently nurtures and loves each flower and He loves for each flower to grow and to blossom and to become even more beautiful and full of splendour. 

And the Lord says that in the Garden of Life, we are all indeed a flower most precious to Him – a precious flower that is nurtured and loved and which holds a deep affection with the Lord.  The Lord wants to remind us that we must trust the Gardener to take care of us – at times He will prune us, at times He will water us, at times He will move us from shade to sunlight and then from sunlight to shade, and He will move us out of the rain into the clear blue sky, and sometimes we will be moved from out of the clear skies into the rain. 

Matthew 6: 25 “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Isn't life more than food, and the body more than clothes? 26 Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they? 27 Can any one of you by worrying add a single hour to your life? 28 “And why do you worry about clothes? See how the flowers of the field grow. They do not labor or spin. 29 Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these. 30 If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not much more clothe you—you of little faith? 31 So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 32 For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them. 33 But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. 34 Therefore, do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own. 

By His love, we grow, blossom, and become even more intoxicating to the Lord. We are called to become a wonder and a splendour. This is the Lord’s Garden.  He has a divine plan and purpose. He is the loving Gardener who walked in the Garden of Paradise with Adam and Eve. He is the Loving Father who watches over His Garden, and He is always present, always watching, always listening, always caring, but oh, how He desires for His people to know Him and to draw closer to Him. Trust Him and trust in His love and work. He sees and knows our hearts. He is the Loving Gardener, and He has planted every seed and He has watched every flower grow through the days of storm and sunshine, through the days of toil and strife and the days of hope and joy.

For we are called to be like flowers that grow and blossom, beautiful and mighty to His glory. He desires us to be planted in good soil, and He desires us to be happy and content. He wants us to be like a tree planted by the streams of life. We are called to love Him, cherish Him, for His shadow rests over us and His hand is upon us and His tears cleanse us and His laugh encourages us.  And as we grow, we all bring greater joy to the Garden and to the Lord. As we grow, the Lord laughs and smiles and takes joy. As we blossom, He blossoms. So, the Lord says that in all things may we find our warmth in the [sun] - SON {Jesus] - and may we find our nourishment in the Rain of the Holy Spirit. May we be fed by Him, and may we wait eagerly for His footfalls when He comes to visit us.

May He soak us in His love, may He drench us in His beauty, and may He shine upon us, for He is the light, the love and the life of us all. Indeed, there are many broken flowers with broken petals and whose stems have become bruised and whose colour has faded and who struggle to keep their heads high and their hopes alight. But just so the Lord Jesus was also raised as a tender shoot (see Isaiah 11), and He was broken, but He was broken for us so that we, as the broken flowers and as the trodden shoots, may be healed, may be restored and may become whole and be blessed in the light of His divine glory and love. 

In John 19:40-42 (NIV), it says the following: “40 Taking Jesus’ body, the two of them wrapped it, with the spices, in strips of linen. This was in accordance with Jewish burial customs. 41 At the place where Jesus was crucified, there was a garden, and in the garden a new tomb, in which no one had ever been laid.” Our Lord was the tender shoot, and unto His physical death He returned to the Garden, but out of the Garden He rose as the Rose of Sharron – victorious over death – and just so, Jesus wants to rise in all us in the Garden of Life as the Resurrection and Life. For in the Garden of Life we have been planted, but no matter our circumstances and situations, for those who seek the Rose of Sharon, they will rise from their heartache unto a new life in the Spirit. Indeed, may we rise and find our glory in the light of the living God whose heart aches for our love and joy.

All our stories are sacred, for God is sacred and holy. God does not write meaningless stories. It is sacred because God created us intentionally, He planned our lives before we were born, and His purpose is good, hopeful, and meaningful.

Yes, He equips us with gifts and callings. He guides our steps and uses all things for our good. His ultimate purpose for us is to know Him, glorify Him, and serve in the good works He prepared for us. Our life is a narrative of grace, purpose, redemption, and divine intention. Every chapter—good or bad—is part of a masterpiece authored by the One who knows the end from the beginning. Philippians 1:6 tells us that He who began a good work in you will be faithful to complete it. Amen, Lord, have Your way and write our story!

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Rebuilding the ancient ruins of the soul
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One of the most powerful themes woven throughout Scripture is the promise that God restores ruins. Again and again, the Bible speaks of broken cities rebuilt, desolate places restored, ancient foundations raised up again, and devastated inheritances renewed. But these prophetic pictures are not only about cities and nations—they are also about the human soul.

There are people whose lives resemble ancient ruins. Some carry the collapsed walls of betrayal. Others walk through the ashes of grief, failure, trauma, regret, rejection, abandonment, or sin. Some once burned brightly with purpose and hope, but now feel like forgotten ruins buried beneath years of sorrow. Yet Scripture reveals something extraordinary: God specializes in rebuilding what appears irrecoverable. The Master Builder is not intimidated by devastation.

Human beings are often impressed by strength, success, and outward beauty. But throughout Scripture, God repeatedly moves toward broken places. “A bruised reed He will not break, and a smoldering wick He will not snuff out.” — Isaiah 42:3

God does not abandon ruins. He restores them. In fact, many of God’s greatest works begin in places of devastation. Jerusalem was rebuilt from ruin. The Temple was restored from rubble. Nehemiah rebuilt broken walls. Dry bones became a living army. Broken disciples became apostles. Saul the persecutor became Paul the builder. The enemy says ruin is the end. God says ruin is often the beginning of reconstruction.

Isaiah gives one of the clearest prophetic pictures: “They shall rebuild the ancient ruins; they shall raise up the former desolations, and they shall repair the ruined cities.” — Isaiah 61:4. Notice the phrase ‘ancient ruins’. These are not recent wounds. These are devastations that have existed for years, sometimes generations.  Ancient ruins speak of long-term grief, deep emotional wounds, generational bondage, cycles of defeat, forgotten dreams, areas abandoned out of hopelessness, spiritual devastation, and internal collapse. Many people learn to live among ruins. They decorate the brokenness. They normalize pain. They survive among collapsed walls because they no longer believe restoration is possible. But God does not merely visit ruins, He rebuilds them.

One of the greatest differences between man and God is vision. Humans see rubble. God sees foundations. When Nehemiah came to Jerusalem, the walls were burned and broken. The city was humiliated and exposed. Yet Nehemiah did not merely see destruction, he saw what could be rebuilt. This reflects the heart of God. The Master Builder knows where the original foundations are buried beneath the debris of pain. A person may say, “My life is ruined”, “I wasted years”, “Too much damage has been done”, and “I am too broken.” But God sees differently. Because the Builder remembers the original blueprint.

A building collapses when alignment is lost. Likewise, much destruction in life comes from disconnection from God’s design. Sin fractures. Pride destabilizes. Bitterness corrodes foundations. Fear weakens structure. Trauma cracks the inner walls of the soul. But restoration begins when God brings a person back to His original intention. This is why repentance is so powerful. Repentance is not merely sorrow, it is realignment with the divine blueprint. The prodigal son’s restoration began the moment he turned toward the Father’s house again. God rebuilds lives by restoring alignment.

Before rebuilding begins, ruins must be uncovered honestly. Nehemiah walked among the broken walls at night. Jesus exposed hidden wounds in people’s hearts. The prophets confronted spiritual decay before restoration came. Why? Because hidden ruin cannot be restored. Many people want healing without exposure. But God cannot rebuild what we refuse to uncover.

Sometimes the Lord lovingly reveals hidden bitterness, false identities, deep fears, ungodly agreements, wounds buried for years, and pride disguised as strength. This is not to shame us, but because the Builder must first clear the site before reconstruction begins.—

Rebuilding is beautiful, but it is also disruptive. Construction zones are noisy. Dust rises. Old things are removed. Weak structures are demolished. Temporary discomfort becomes necessary for permanent restoration. This is true spiritually. When God rebuilds a life, He may remove unhealthy relationships, dismantle false securities, expose idols, challenge pride, break dependency on worldly identity, and lead someone through wilderness seasons . Why? Because the Master Builder refuses to build on cracked foundations. Many people ask God to decorate their ruin while keeping the old structure intact. But God often tears deeper before He rebuilds higher.

God does not rebuild people in isolation. “You also, as living stones, are being built up...” — 1 Peter 2:5. The rebuilding process often includes Godly relationships, spiritual mentors, fellowship
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