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METRIC CONVERSION CHART



	to convert	to	multiply by
	Inches	Centimeters	2.54
	Centimeters	Inches	0.4
	Feet	Centimeters	30.5
	Centimeters	Feet	0.03
	Yards	Meters	0.9
	Meters	Yards	1.1
	Sq. Inches	Sq. Centimeters	6.45
	Sq. Centimeters	Sq. Inches	0.16
	Sq. Feet	Sq. Meters	0.09
	Sq. Meters	Sq. Feet	10.8
	Sq. Yards	Sq. Meters	0.8
	Sq. Meters	Sq. Yards	1.2
	Pounds	Kilograms	0.45
	Kilograms	Pounds	2.2
	Ounces	Grams	28.3
	Grams	Ounces	0.035
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Introduction



I have found that regardless of a beader’s experience or expertise level, we all have moments of “beader’s block” when it comes to design. I can’t tell you how many times I have pulled out beads feeling excited about what I was going to create, only to become discouraged hours later when my projects didn’t turn out. My vision of something unique or unusual somehow found its way back to the traditional or typical.



During one of these frustrating periods, I happened to be looking through old vacation photos. I found a picture of Niagara Falls and wondered if I could make a bracelet that resembled the falls. It had been a great trip, and I wanted a piece of jewelry to remind me of it. I had fun treasure hunting for just the right beads, and I successfully interpreted the beauty of the falls into a sparkly piece of jewelry. It was then that I realized I had an untapped source of inspiration in my vacation photos. That was the beginning of this process, and I wanted to share these ideas with my fellow beaders. Throughout this book, you can follow my journey as I challenged myself to see the world in a different way and find inspiration around every corner.
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The fun begins when you select a subject to work with and decide how you would like to interpret it. The subject you select will often dictate the direction to take. Create your subject literally, by making an obvious replication of it, or in the abstract, by using colors, fibers or other materials that remind you of the item.



Treasure hunting for beads is the next step. Take time to search through your own bead collection, or head to your favorite bead and craft stores. Depending on your subject, you might find what you need in other places, such as the grocery or hardware stores. Be on the lookout for items that can be interpreted into your designs and will help you achieve the look you desire.



It is helpful to find your beads first and then determine the technique you will use to pull the design together. Use your imagination and sketch out how you would like the beads to be arranged. You might even invent a new technique, depending on what you are trying to bring to life. There is no right or wrong in this process—just have fun!



If you can’t wrap your mind around this concept right away, but still feel the need to break out of a beading rut, take a look at chapter four for some alternate methods of finding inspiration. Using other craft materials in your jewelry projects, such as appliqués, buttons or ribbon, is a great way to get started. Sometimes you just need to take that first step from the ordinary to let your creativity take over.



Since it worked for me, I am hoping this simple concept will inspire and challenge you to consider a new method for creating jewelry. By taking inspiration from the things around you and interpreting them into a piece of jewelry, you are capturing those thoughts, occasions or sights into wearable keepsakes. Start by thinking of the things you love, the vacations you have taken, the food you eat, the sun in the sky, the flowers in your garden or your favorite work of art—the possibilities are endless, so make a challenging game out of it.
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