


APPENDIXES

Appendix A
Top 100 Tape Measure Sluggers

In order to achieve the best historical overview of how all the great power hitters compare to each other, all players (except those still active) are included in this list. It combines Major League players (including the 19th-century sluggers) with Negro League players.



	1. Babe Ruth

	2. Jimmie Foxx

	3. Mickey Mantle

	4. Frank Howard

	5. Dick Allen

	6. Mark McGwire

	7. Willie Stargell

	8. Willie McCovey

	9. Harmon Killebrew

	10. Reggie Jackson

	11. Josh Gibson (Negro Leagues)

	12. Dan Brouthers (19th Century)

	13. Greg Luzinski

	14. Ted Williams

	15. Dave Kingman

	16. Adam Dunn

	17. Ralph Kiner

	18. Sammy Sosa

	19. Mule Suttles (Negro Leagues)

	20. Joe Adcock

	21. Barry Bonds

	22. Cecil Fielder

	23. Jose Canseco

	24. Dick Stuart

	25. Ron Kittle

	26. Lou Gehrig

	27. Mike Piazza

	28. Jim Thome

	29. Wally Berger

	30. Norm Cash

	31. Frank Robinson

	32. George Foster

	33. Luke Easter

	34. Willie Mays

	35. Wally Post

	36. Roger Connor (19th Century)

	37. Eddie Mathews

	38. Darryl Strawberry

	39. Andres Galarraga

	40. Henry Aaron

	41. Wily Mo Pena

	42. Buck Freeman (Began in 19th Century)

	43. Kirk Gibson

	44. Larry Doby

	45. Mike Schmidt

	46. Hank Greenberg

	47. Jimmy Wynn

	48. Jim Rice

	49. Alex Rodriguez

	50. Manny Ramirez

	51. Sam Thompson (19th Century)

	52. Ryan Howard

	53. Turkey Stearnes (Negro Leagues)

	54. Frank Thomas

	55. Boog Powell

	56. Bo Jackson

	57. Rocky Colavito

	58. Gus Zernial

	59. Fred McGriff

	60. Prince Fielder

	61. J.D. Drew

	62. Rogers Hornsby

	63. George Scott

	64. Bob Cerv

	65. Albert Pujols

	66. Edwin Encarnacion

	67. Ken Griffey Jr.

	68. Josh Hamilton

	69. Vladimir Guerrero

	70. Stan Lopata

	71. Carlos Delgado

	72. Honus Wagner (Dead Ball Era)

	73. Orlando Cepeda

	74. John Beckwith (Negro Leagues)

	75. Steve Bilko

	76. Carl Yastrzemski

	77. Jim Gentile

	78. Buck Ewing (19th Century)

	79. Miguel Cabrera

	80. Louis Santop (Negro Leagues)

	81. Kent Hrbek

	82. David Ortiz

	83. Harry Heilmann

	84. Justin Upton

	85. Rob Deer

	86. Jay Buhner

	87. Dave Winfield

	88. Lance Berkman

	89. Ed Delahanty (19th Century)

	90. Joe DiMaggio

	91. Oscar Charleston (Negro Leagues)

	92. Richie Sexson

	93. Mark Reynolds

	94. Matt Holiday

	95. Duke Snider

	96. Lipman Pike (19th Century: 1870s)

	97. Pete Incaviglia

	98. Harry Stovey (19th Century)

	99. Travis Hafner

	100. Earl Wilson (Pitcher)








Appendix B
Top 10 Longest Drives in Major League Games


	1. Babe Ruth—July 18, 1921—Detroit—575 ft.

	2. Babe Ruth—May 22, 1930—Philadelphia—550 ft.

	3. Babe Ruth—August 17, 1921—Chicago—545 ft.

	4. Mickey Mantle—May 22, 1963—New York—540 ft.

	4. Dick Allen—June 6, 1967—Philadelphia—540 ft.

	4. Reggie Jackson—July 13, 1971—Detroit—540 ft.

	4. Dave Kingman—April 14, 1976—Chicago—540 ft.

	8. Josh Gibson—July 24, 1938—Monessen, PA—536 ft.

	9. Babe Ruth July 31, 1921—New York—535 ft.

	9. Jimmie Foxx—June 16, 1936—Chicago—535 ft.

	9. Mickey Mantle—April 17, 1956—Washington—535 ft.

	9. Frank Howard—September 24, 1967—Washington—535 ft

	9. Mark McGwire—May 12, 1998—St. Louis—535 ft.



Knowledgeable readers will recognize that there are few homers on this list that were hit by contemporary players. There are three reasons for this scenario. First, the older ballparks were prone to higher wind factors, thereby creating more opportunities for historically long drives. Second, it is possible that, in the past, a higher percentage of America’s exceptionally strong men played baseball instead of other sports. Third, although this book has downsized most of the estimates for baseball’s historic home runs, it is impossible to judge many of them reliably. There is virtually no film library to use in conjunction with modern scientific analysis for estimating drives recorded prior to the advent of current communications technology.







Appendix C
Stadium Photographs

This section includes photographs of forty prominent Major League stadiums. Each photo includes three markers (Shea Stadium is the lone exception with four) showing the longest known home runs recorded to each sector of the field: left field, center field and right field. are placed wherever the photo shows the exact landing point. It is important to understand that the photographs reflect the stadium configuration only at the moment in which they were taken. In almost every case, the stadiums changed significantly over the years. The arrows show approximately where the home runs would have landed if hit at the time that the stadium is pictured. In some cases, the arrows also indicate the flight path of the ball when the photo does not include a view of the landing place. Beneath each photo are captions identifying the homers.


ANAHEIM


[image: bck_fig_001.jpg]
Angel Stadium 1966 to present
Left Center Field—Joe Adcock—September 2, 1966—495 ft.
Center Field—Frank Howard—August 25, 1971—506 ft.
Right Center Field—Carl Yastrzemski—May 9, 1969—518 ft.


Courtesy of the National Baseball Hall of Fame and Museum




ARLINGTON


[image: bck_fig_002.jpg]
Arlington Stadium 1972 to 1993
Left Field—Jeff Burroughs—April 17, 1974—495 ft.
Center Field—Steve Balboni—September 1, 1985—485 ft.
Right Field—Eddie Murray—August 20, 1982—475 ft.


Photo by Texas Rangers/Brad Newton




ATLANTA


[image: bck_fig_003.jpg]
Atlanta-Fulton County Stadium 1966 to 1996
Left Center Field—Greg Luzinski—September 3, 1972—500 ft.
Center Field—Willie Stargell—July 15, 1979—455 ft.
Right Field—Willie McCovey—June 22, 1969—500 ft.


Courtesy of the Atlanta Braves




BALTIMORE


[image: bck_fig_004.jpg]
Memorial Stadium 1954 to 1991
Left Center Field—Harmon Killebrew—May 24, 1964—471 ft.
Center Field—Boog Powell—June 22, 1962—469 ft.
Right Center Field—Jim Gentile—May 26, 1965—470 ft.


Courtesy of the Philadelphia Athletics Historical Society




BOSTON


[image: bck_fig_005.jpg]
Fenway Park 1912 to present
Left Field—Jimmie Foxx—August 16, 1940—510 ft.
Center Field—Babe Ruth—June 22, 1927—515 ft.
Right Field—Ted Williams—June 9, 1946—522 ft.


Courtesy of the Philadelphia Athletics Historical Society




BOSTON


[image: bck_fig_006.jpg]
Braves Field 1915 to 1952
Left Field—Ralph Kiner—May 8, 1949—510 ft.
Center Field—Rogers Hornsby—June 4, 1928—478 ft.
Right Field—Babe Ruth—May 18, 1930—490 ft.


Courtesy of the Atlanta Braves




CHICAGO


[image: bck_fig_007.jpg]
Comiskey Park 1910 to 1990
Left Field—Jimmie Foxx—June 16, 1936—535 ft.
Left Center Field—Jimmie Foxx—July 18, 1930—520 ft.
Right Center Field—Babe Ruth—August 17, 1921—545 ft.


Courtesy of the Philadelphia Athletics Historical Society




CHICAGO


[image: bck_fig_008.jpg]
Guaranteed Rate Field 1991 to present
Left Field—Frank Thomas—July 23, 2002—495 ft.
Center Field—Jim Thome—June 4, 2008—464 ft.
Right Field—Joe Borchard—August 30, 2004—504 ft.


Courtesy of the National Baseball Hall of Fame and Museum




CHICAGO


[image: bck_fig_009.jpg]
Wrigley Field 1916 to present
Left Field—Dave Kingman—April 14, 1976—540 ft.
Left Center Field—Roberto Clemente—May 17, 1959—510 ft.
Right Center Field—Eddie Mathews—April 22, 1953—500 ft.


Courtesy of the Philadelphia Athletics Historical Society




CINCINNATI


[image: bck_fig_010.jpg]
Crosley Field 1912 to 1970
Left Center Field—Jimmy Wynn—June 10, 1967—507 ft.
Center Field—Frank Robinson—June 22, 1965—503 ft.
Right Field—Willie McCovey—September 9, 1960—480 ft.


Courtesy of the Cincinnati Reds




CINCINNATI


[image: bck_fig_011.jpg]
Riverfront Stadium 1970 to 2002
Left Field—George Foster—July 29, 1978—509 ft.
Center Field—George Foster—June 2, 1979—473 ft.
Right Field—Dave Parker—August 5, 1977—482 ft.


Courtesy of the Cincinnati Reds





CLEVELAND


[image: bck_fig_012.jpg]
League Park 1910 to 1946
Left Field—Jimmie Foxx—September 17, 1938—495 ft.
Center Field—Lou Gehrig—May 19, 1927—470 ft.
Right Center Field—Babe Ruth—August 6, 1926—510 ft.


Courtesy of the Philadelphia Athletics Historical Society




CLEVELAND


[image: bck_fig_013.jpg]
Municipal Stadium 1932 to 1993
Left Center Field—Jose Canseco—June 28, 1987—490 ft.
Center Field—Joe DiMaggio—August 6, 1938 (triple)—465 ft.
Right Center Field—Luke Easter—June 23, 1950—505 ft.


Courtesy of the Philadelphia Athletics Historical Society





DETROIT


[image: bck_fig_014.jpg]
Tiger Stadium 1913 to 1999
Left Center Field—Dick Allen—July 6, 1974—511 ft.
Center Field—Babe Ruth—July 18, 1921—575 ft.
Right Center Field—Reggie Jackson—July 13, 1971—540 ft.


Courtesy of the Philadelphia Athletics Historical Society




HOUSTON


[image: bck_fig_015.jpg]
Astrodome 1965 to 1999
Left Field—Greg Luzinski—May 21, 1977—515 ft.
Center Field—Mike Schmidt—June 10, 1974 (single)—472 ft.
Right Center Field—Willie Stargell—May 28, 1966—490 ft.


Courtesy of the National Baseball Hall of Fame and Museum





KANSAS CITY


[image: bck_fig_016.jpg]
Municipal Stadium 1955 to 1967, 1969 to 1972
Left Field—Bob Cerv—May 16, 1958—528 ft.
Center Field—Frank Howard—July 30, 1965—516 ft.
Right Field—Harry Simpson—June 24, 1956—512 ft.


Courtesy of the National Baseball Hall of Fame and Museum




KANSAS CITY


[image: bck_fig_017.jpg]
Kauffman Stadium 1973 to present
Left Center Field—Bo Jackson—September 14, 1986—515 ft.
Center Field—Mike Trout—May 23, 2013—463 ft.
Right Field—Reggie Jackson—July 20, 1976—500 ft.


Courtesy of the Kansas City Royals





LOS ANGELES


[image: bck_fig_018.jpg]
Dodger Stadium 1962 to present
Left Center Field—Mark McGwire—May 22, 1999—484 ft.
Center Field—Dick Allen—June 7, 1976—475 ft.
Right Field—Willie Stargell—August 5, 1969—506 ft.


Courtesy of the Philadelphia Athletics Historical Society




MILWAUKEE


[image: bck_fig_019.jpg]
County Stadium 1953 to 1965, 1970 to 2000
Left Field—Cecil Fielder—September 14, 1991—502 ft.
Center Field—Joe Adcock—August 3, 1958—470 ft.
Right Field—Eddie Mathews—April 30, 1965—485 ft.


Courtesy of the Atlanta Braves





MINNEAPOLIS/BLOOMINGTON


[image: bck_fig_020.jpg]
Metropolitan Stadium 1961 to 1981
Left Field—Harmon Killebrew—June 3, 1967—522 ft.
Center Field—Harmon Killebrew—April 30, 1961—475 ft.
Right Center Field—Reggie Jackson—July 5, 1969—520 ft.


Courtesy of the Philadelphia Athletics Historical Society




MINNEAPOLIS


[image: bck_fig_021.jpg]
Metrodome 1982 to 2009
Left Field—Mark McGwire—June 9, 1996—475 ft.
Center Field—Pedro Munoz—April 6, 1994—473 ft.
Right Field—Ben Oglivie—July 27, 1983—481 ft.


Courtesy of the National Baseball Hall of Fame and Museum





MONTREAL


[image: bck_fig_022.jpg]
Olympic Stadium 1977 to 2004
Left Field—Vladimir Guerrero—July 28, 2003—502 ft.
Center Field—Andre Dawson—April 26, 1987—460 ft.
Right Field—Willie Stargell—May 20, 1978—515 ft.


Courtesy of the National Baseball Hall of Fame and Museum




NEW YORK (BROOKLYN)


[image: bck_fig_023.jpg]
Ebbets Field 1913 to 1957
Left Field—Joe Adcock—June 17, 1956—510 ft.
Center Field—Duke Snider—April 18, 1955—470 ft.
Right Field—Duke Snider—July 17, 1955—470 ft.


Courtesy of the Philadelphia Athletics Historical Society





NEW YORK (QUEENS)


[image: bck_fig_024.jpg]
Shea Stadium 1964 to 2008
Special Mention—Left Field—Tommie Agee—April 10, 1969—490 ft.
Left Center Field—Dave Kingman—August 14, 1981—515 ft.
Center Field—Dick Allen—May 30, 1966—493 ft.
Deep Right Center Field—Mark McGwire—August 22, 1999—485 ft.


Courtesy of the National Baseball Hall of Fame and Museum




NEW YORK


[image: bck_fig_025.jpg]
Polo Grounds 1911 to 1957, 1962 to 1963
Left Center Field—Willie Mays—July 7, 1955—480 ft.
Center Field—Babe Ruth—June 14, 1921—490 ft.
Right Center Field—Babe Ruth—July 31, 1921—530 ft.


Courtesy of the Philadelphia Athletics Historical Society





NEW YORK


[image: bck_fig_026.jpg]
Yankee Stadium 1923 to 2008
Left Field—Tie—Jimmie Foxx—June 25, 1932, Mickey Mantle—
September 12, 1953, and Frank Howard—July 18, 1965—515 ft.
Center Field—Mickey Mantle—August 12, 1964—512 ft.
Right Field—Mickey Mantle—May 22, 1963—540 ft.


Courtesy of the Philadelphia Athletics Historical Society




OAKLAND


[image: bck_fig_027.jpg]
Oakland-Alameda County Coliseum 1968 to present
Left Center Field—Jose Canseco—September 26, 1985—495 ft.
Center Field—Mike Trout—September 5, 2019—485 ft.
Right Field—Reggie Jackson—July 20, 1973—480 ft.


Courtesy of the National Baseball Hall of Fame and Museum




PHILADELPHIA


[image: bck_fig_028.jpg]
Baker Bowl 1887 to 1938
Left Field—Joe Medwick—May 12, 1937—480 ft.
Center Field—Cliff Lee—April 14, 1922—460 ft.
Right Center Field—Fred Luderus—July 22, 1913—455 ft.


Courtesy of the Philadelphia Athletics Historical Society




PHILADELPHIA


[image: bck_fig_029.jpg]
Connie Mack Stadium 1909 to 1970
Left Center Field—Dick Allen—June 6, 1967—540 ft.
Center Field—Babe Ruth—May 25, 1928—515 ft.
Right Center Field—Babe Ruth—May 22, 1930—550 ft.


Courtesy of the Philadelphia Athletics Historical Society





PHILADELPHIA


[image: bck_fig_030.jpg]
Veterans Stadium 1971 to 2003
Left Center Field—Andruw Jones—June 21, 1997—508 ft.
Center Field—Greg Luzinski—May 16, 1972—505 ft.
Right Field—Willie Stargell—June 25, 1971—505 ft.


Courtesy of the Philadelphia Phillies




PITTSBURGH


[image: bck_fig_031.jpg]
Forbes Field 1909 to 1970
Left Field—Tie—Ralph Kiner—April 22, 1950, Dick Stuart—May 1, 1959, and Frank Howard—May 25, 1960—520 ft.
Center Field—Willie Stargell—July 3, 1967—520 ft.
Right Field—Babe Ruth—May 25, 1935—530 ft.


Courtesy of the National Baseball Hall of Fame and Museum





PITTSBURGH


[image: bck_fig_032.jpg]
Three Rivers Stadium 1970 to 2000
Left Field—Greg Luzinski—April 18, 1979—480 ft.
Center Field—Greg Luzinski—August 5, 1979—490 ft.
Right Field—Willie Stargell—August 9, 1970—510 ft.


Courtesy of the National Baseball Hall of Fame and Museum




ST. LOUIS


[image: bck_fig_033.jpg]
Sportsman’s Park 1909 to 1966
Left Field—Wally Post—April 14, 1961—520 ft.
Center Field—Babe Ruth—May 25, 1921—495 ft.
Right Center Field—Babe Ruth—October 6, 1926—515 ft.


Courtesy of the Philadelphia Athletics Historical Society





ST. LOUIS


[image: bck_fig_034.jpg]
Busch Memorial Stadium 1966 to 2005
Left Center Field—Mark McGwire—May 12, 1998—535 ft.
Center Field—Mark McGwire—May 16, 1998—520 ft.
Right Center Field—Willie McCovey—September 4, 1966—515 ft.


Courtesy of the National Baseball Hall of Fame and Museum




SAN DIEGO


[image: bck_fig_035.jpg]
Jack Murphy Stadium 1969 to 2003
Left Center Field—Nate Colbert—May 31, 1973—502 ft.
Center Field—Dick Allen—June 14, 1969—466 ft.
Right Field—Barry Bonds—June 5, 2002—482 ft.


Courtesy of the National Baseball Hall of Fame and Museum





SAN FRANCISCO


[image: bck_fig_036.jpg]
Candlestick Park 1960 to 1999
Left Center Field—Sammy Sosa—August 10, 1998—480 ft.
Center Field—Orlando Cepeda—August 28, 1963—458 ft.
Right Center Field—Willie McCovey—September 16, 1966—505 ft.


Courtesy of the National Baseball Hall of Fame and Museum




SEATTLE


[image: bck_fig_037.jpg]
Kingdome 1977 to 1999
Left Field—Mark McGwire—June 24, 1997—487 ft.
Center Field—Bo Jackson—July 31, 1993—472 ft.
Right Center Field—Roy Howell—June 10, 1977—480 ft.


Courtesy of the National Baseball Hall of Fame and Museum





TORONTO


[image: bck_fig_038.jpg]
Rogers Centre 1989 to present
Left Field—Manny Ramirez—June 3, 2001—491 ft.
Center Field—Jose Canseco—May 22, 1990—480 ft.
Right Center Field—Jim Thome—May 31, 1998—483 ft.


Courtesy of the National Baseball Hall of Fame and Museum




WASHINGTON, D.C.


[image: bck_fig_039.jpg]
Griffith Stadium 1911 to 1961
Left Center Field—Mickey Mantle—April 17, 1953—510 ft.
Center Field—Mickey Mantle—April 17, 1956—530 ft.
Right Center Field—Babe Ruth—May 7, 1921—520 ft.


Courtesy of the Philadelphia Athletics Historical Society





WASHINGTON, D.C.


[image: bck_fig_040.jpg]
RFK Stadium 1962 to 1971, and 2005 to 2007
Left Center Field—Frank Howard—September 24, 1967—535 ft.
Center Field—Frank Howard—July 7, 1969—530 ft.
Right Field—Mike Epstein—June 29, 1969—490 ft.


Courtesy of the National Baseball Hall of Fame and Museum





LONGEST HOME RUNS FOR NON-PICTURED STADIUMS



Arlington, The Ballpark in Arlington, 1994 to 2019



	Joey Gallo on August 1, 2017—To roof above grass embankment in center field—492 ft.



Arlington, Globe Life Field, 2020 to present



	Mike Trout on April 14, 2022—Off façade atop center field backdrop—472 ft.

	Seth Brown on July 10, 2022—High into lower deck in deep right center field—472 ft.



Atlanta, Turner Field, 1997 to 2016



	Mark Teixeira on September 21, 2007—To top of bleachers in deep right center field—480 ft.



Atlanta, Truist Park, 2017 to present



	Giancarlo Stanton on August 4, 2017—Far into opening just left of center field—479 ft.

	Marcel Ozuna on April 29, 2021—Into second deck in deep left field—479 ft.



Baltimore, Oriole Park at Camden Yards, 1992 to present



	Darryl Strawberry on June 17, 1998—Halfway up Jumbotron scoreboard just right of center field—485 ft.



Cincinnati, Great American Ballpark, 2003 to present



	Adam Dunn on August 10, 2004—Far over fence and out of stadium just right of center—520 ft.



Cleveland, Progressive Field, 1994 to present



	Mark McGwire on April 30, 1997—Off sign atop left field bleachers—523 ft.



Denver, Mile High Stadium, 1993 to 1994



	Andres Galarraga on April 27, 1993—Far over fence in deep right center field—464 ft.



Denver, Coors Field, 1995 to present



	Mike Piazza on September 26, 1997—To concourse atop left center field bleachers—510 ft.



Detroit, Comerica Park, 2000 to present



	Gary Sanchez on August 22, 2017—To top of second tier in left field—482 ft.



Houston, Colt Stadium, 1962 to 1964



	Willie Mays on July 23, 1962—To top of left field bleachers—452 ft.



Houston, Minute Maid Park, 2000 to present



	Prince Fielder on April 29, 2011—To top of second deck in right center field—486 ft.



Los Angeles, Los Angeles Coliseum, 1958 to 1961



	Frank Howard on July 9, 1960—To 37th row of bleachers in deep Left Center Field—485 ft.



Miami, Joe Robbie Stadium, 1993 to 2011



	Andres Galarraga on May 31, 1997—Over exit in left field upper deck—507 ft.



Miami, loanDepot Park, 2012 to present



	Jorge Soler on April 29, 2022—Off window past concourse in Left Center Field—490 ft.




Milwaukee, American Family Field, 2001 to present



	Russell Branyan on July 27, 2004—Over bleachers to concourse in right center field—480 ft.



Minneapolis, Target Field, 2010 to present



	Kennys Vargas on June 20, 2017—Into upper deck in deep Left Center Field—483 ft.



Montreal, Jarry Park, 1969 to 1976



	Dick Allen on July 3, 1970—Halfway up center field backdrop—485 ft.



New York (Queens), Citi Field, 2009 to present



	Giancarlo Stanton on July 6, 2016—Into second deck in deep Left Center Field—470 ft.



New York, Yankee Stadium II, 2009 to present



	Aaron Judge on June 11, 2017—Off railing atop left center field bleachers—496 ft.



Philadelphia, Citizens Bank Park, 2004 to present



	Ryan Howard on June 27, 2007—Over brick backdrop in center field—490 ft.



Phoenix, Chase Field, 1998 to present



	Adam Dunn on September 27, 2008—Line drive off scoreboard in center—504 ft.



Pittsburgh, PNC Park, 2001 to present



	Sammy Sosa on April 12, 2002—Far over fence in left center field to flagpole—484 ft.



St. Louis, Busch Stadium, 2006 to present



	Austin Riley on April 3, 2003—Onto concourse in Left Center Field—474 ft.



St. Petersburg, Tropicana Field, 1998 to present



	Darryl Strawberry on October 1, 1999—Off pipe hanging from roof in right field—490 ft.



San Diego, Petco Park, 2004 to present



	Adrian Gonzalez on April 26, 2009—High onto bleachers in deep right center field—472 ft.



San Francisco, Seals Stadium, 1958 to 1959



	Ernie Banks on August 17, 1958—Far over left center field wall into parking lot—470 ft.



San Francisco, AT&T Park, 2000 to present



	Barry Bonds on September 9, 2002—To base of backdrop in center field—491 ft.



Seattle, T-Mobile Park, 1999 to present



	Mike Zunino on June 29, 2018—To top of upper deck in Left Center Field—470 ft.



Toronto, Exhibition Stadium, 1977 to present



	Fred McGriff on September 2, 1988—Far over right field fence onto football field—473 ft.



Washington, D.C., Nationals Park, 2008 to present



	Giancarlo Stanton on July 25, 2020—Liner to top of bleachers in Left Center Field—483 ft.







Appendix D
Tape Measure Calendar

Each year, professional baseball is commonly played from early March to about the end of October. That time frame encompasses spring training contests, regular season games, and postseason competition, including the World Series and even “barnstorming” games from baseball’s early days. To further enjoy the history of long-distance hitting, the following calendar has been assembled to identify the longest known drive from each date in baseball annals. As long as the pitcher was trying his best to retire the batter in a competitive situation, the at-bat qualifies for inclusion in this list. Batting practice, for example, is not included. After each date, there is the name of a great slugger who has hit the mightiest tape measure drive on that date. Also listed are the place, brief description, and approximate flight distance for each of those drives. In some cases, the long balls have actually been measured for exact distance. Unless otherwise noted, the designated drives resulted in home runs. However, occasionally, some of the following blows wound up as triples, doubles, or even fly outs.


For some dates, more than one home run has been listed. For example, there are two homers noted for April 13. The longest-ever home run on that date was struck by the mighty Jimmie Foxx in 1937. But, the wondrous Henry Aaron recorded his longest career four-bagger on that same date in 1970. That event should not be ignored. So, in order to make this document as informative as possible, both of the aforementioned blows are assigned to the date of April 13. When other dates have two or more highly significant home runs recorded, they are similarly represented. Occasionally, two different drives are judged to have flown the exact same distance. In such infrequent cases, both blasts are included.


Another example is the date of May 22. Babe Ruth smashed a tremendous drive to the second street east of Shibe Park on that date, and it appears to be the longest ball ever struck on May 22. However, on that same day in 1963, Mickey Mantle blasted what was probably the longest homer of his remarkable career. Again, this is a case where the reader needs to know about both drives. Therefore, they are both listed on the calendar. On the subject of Ruth and Mantle, it should be understood that they could easily dominate this chronicle. Along with Jimmie Foxx, they are the strongest batsmen ever, and their deeds alone could occupy almost every single date from March through October. Since diversity is a primary objective, whenever two balls are relatively close in flight distance, the benefit of doubt goes to the other player. Even though Foxx, Mantle, and Ruth show up more frequently than any other sluggers, they would be even more prominent if not for the deliberate effort to limit their domination.


One final point about the calendar should be addressed. Although all the official home runs for every great slugger have been studied, the same attention has not been given to the unofficial careers of other players. Specifically, due to their apparent superiority, the exhibition games of Ruth, Foxx, and Mantle have been scrutinized more than those of the other power hitters. Accordingly, their names appear more often in March and October than even their transcendent skills would suggest.



	March 3: Dick Allen (fly out)—1968—Clearwater—Flied out to deep center field—425 ft.

	March 4: Jimmie Foxx—1925—Fort Myers—Far over left center field fence—460 ft.

	March 5: Bo Jackson—1989—Haines City—Over scoreboard in left center—515 ft.

	March 6: Babe Ruth (triple)—1930—St. Petersburg—Over center fielder’s head—450 ft.

	March 7: Jimmie Foxx—1928—Fort Myers—To a palm tree in deep left field—465 ft.

	March 8: Babe Ruth—1921—Shreveport—Far over center field fence at flag-pole—495 ft.

	March 8: Dan Pasqua—1987—Miami—Over right field fence and landed across street—471 ft.

	March 9: Jimmie Foxx—1933—Fort Myers—Far over distant center field fence—515 ft.

	March 10: Joe DiMaggio—1946—St. Petersburg—To distant center field—455 ft.

	March 11: Mickey Mantle—1956—St. Petersburg—Bounced into bay in left field (LH)—465 ft.

	March 12: Dave Kingman—1975—Fort Lauderdale—Over both fences in Left Center Field—490 ft.

	March 13: Jimmie Foxx—1940—Winter Haven—Over left field bleachers and hedge—465 ft.

	March 14: Frank Howard—1961—Fort Myers—Into horse corral past center field—475 ft.

	March 15: Jimmie Foxx—1936—Tampa—Over fence and trees in left center—480 ft.

	March 16: Babe Ruth (double)—1931—St. Petersburg—To palm trees in right center—485 ft.


	March 17: Hank Greenberg (double)—1935—Tampa—Between palm trees in center—480 ft.

	March 17: Earl Williams—1972—West Palm Beach—Far over left center field fence—475 ft.

	March 18: Jimmie Foxx (triple)—1939—Sarasota—To deep Left Center Field—450 ft.

	March 19: Babe Ruth (ground rule double)—1926—St. Petersburg—To right field—495 ft.

	March 20: Mickey Mantle—1956—St. Petersburg—Far over center field wall—480 ft.

	March 20: Mike Trout—2014—Surprise (Arizona)—Far over center field fence—465 ft.

	March 21: Mickey Mantle—1956—St. Petersburg—Into yard across street in right field—475 ft.

	March 21: Bobby Bonds—1971—Phoenix—Over high scoreboard in deep right center—470 ft.

	March 21: Dave Kingman—1975—Vero Beach—Over left field embankment and trees—465 ft.

	March 22: Jimmie Foxx—1934—Lake-land—Far over left field wall into trees—460 ft.

	March 22: Dave Kingman—1981—Fort Lauderdale—Over left field fence to 2nd field—480 ft.

	March 22: Dave Kingman—1983—St. Petersburg—To Bayfront Center past left field—517 ft.

	March 23: Frank Howard—1966—Pompano Beach—Into parking lot in left field—508 ft.

	March 24: Babe Ruth—1918—Hot Springs—Over fence, street, and pond in right—505 ft.

	March 24: Bob Cerv—1952—Bradenton—Far over left field scoreboard—470 ft.

	March 24: Orlando Cepeda—1966—Mesa—To distant center field—500 ft.

	March 25: Babe Ruth—1934—St. Petersburg—High drive over fence in right center—500 ft.

	March 26: Mickey Mantle—1951—Los Angeles (Bovard Field)—To left and right: 520 ft. and 550 ft.

	March 27: Aaron Judge—2022—Tampa—Over center field backdrop—465 ft.

	March 28: Willie McCovey—1977—Tempe—Halfway up center field scoreboard—455 ft.

	March 29: Babe Ruth (double)—1925—Montgomery—Onto track in right center—497 ft.

	March 30: Dick Allen—1969—St. Petersburg—Over fence and trees in center field—505 ft.

	March 31: Babe Ruth—1924—Mobile—Far over fence in dead center field—510 ft.

	April 1: Stan Lopata—1956—Clearwater—Line drive far over high center field wall—500 ft.

	April 1: Nate Colbert—1970—Mesa—To building far beyond fence in left center—495 ft.

	April 2: Giancarlo Stanton—2023—New York—Over center field backdrop into seats—495 ft.

	April 3: Jimmie Foxx—1934—Jacksonville—Lined far over left field fence—505 ft.

	April 4: Babe Ruth—1919—Tampa—Onto race track in deep right center—552 ft.

	April 4: Darryl Strawberry—1988—Montreal—Off rim of roof above right field—505 ft.

	April 5: Jimmie Foxx—1929—Richmond—Over left center field fence into river—490 ft.

	April 6: Dick Allen—1965—Clearwater—Line drive far over wall in center—510 ft.

	April 6: Pedro Munoz—1994—Minnesota—Into seats past fence in dead center field—473 ft.

	April 7: Jimmie Foxx—1937—Sebring—Very far over left fielder’s head—530 ft.

	April 7: Jeff Burroughs—1974—Texas—Almost to top of left field bleachers—495 ft.

	April 8: Babe Ruth (ground rule double)—1920—Winston: Salem—To right field—550 ft.

	April 9: Mickey Mantle—1953—Pittsburgh—Over right field grandstand roof—510 ft.

	April 10: Tommie Agee—1969—New York—To fifth level in left field grandstand—490 ft.

	April 11: Shawn Green—2006—Arizona—High into seats in right center—474 ft.

	April 12: Jimmie Foxx—1932—Philadelphia—Far over fence in dead center field—505 ft.

	April 13: Jimmie Foxx—1937—Durham—Over fence and onto hill in center field—510 ft.

	April 13: Hank Aaron—1970—Atlanta—Into left field upper deck—470 ft.

	April 14: Dave Kingman—1976—Chicago—To third house beyond street in left field—540 ft.

	April 14: Wally Post—1961—St. Louis—Hit “Eagle” atop scoreboard in left field—520 ft.


	April 15: Reggie Jackson—1983—Minnesota—Far over center field fence—472 ft.

	April 15: Orlando Cepeda—1959—San Francisco—Off light tower in deep left center—470 ft.

	April 16: Ted Williams—1946—Washington—To 10th row in center field bleachers—470 ft.

	April 17: Mickey Mantle—1956—Washington—Over center field wall onto house—530 ft.

	April 17: Mickey Mantle—1953—Washington—Over left center field bleachers—510 ft.

	April 17: Wily Mo Pena—2005—Cincinnati—High into second deck in deep left center—502 ft.

	April 18: Babe Ruth—1919—Baltimore—Far over right center field fence into trees—500 ft.

	April 18: Derrek Lee—2005—Cincinnati—To top of backdrop in dead center field—482 ft.

	April 18: Duke Snider—1955—Brooklyn—To railing at back of upper deck in center—470 ft.

	April 19: Jim Gentile—1965—Kansas City—Almost over scoreboard in right center—505 ft.

	April 19: Reggie Abercrombie—2006—Cincinnati—Above exit in left field upper deck—493 ft.

	April 20: Reggie Jackson—1969—Kansas City—To top of scoreboard in right center—510 ft.

	April 20: Babe Ruth—1931—New York—To top of right field bleachers—505 ft.

	April 21: Hank Greenberg—1938—Chicago—Onto left field grandstand roof—480 ft.

	April 21: Troy Glaus—2000—St. Petersburg—Into left field upper deck—470 ft.

	April 22: Ralph Kiner—1950—Pittsburgh—Over left field scoreboard into park—520 ft.

	April 23: Ryan Howard—2006—Philadelphia—Over backdrop in dead center field—486 ft.

	April 24: Frank Howard—1970—Washington—To exit in left center field upper deck—525 ft.

	April 25: Frank Howard—1966—Washington—To second row in center field upper deck—522 ft.

	April 26: Richie Sexson—2004—Arizona—Off Jumbotron scoreboard in center field—495 ft.

	George Scott—1966-New York—Liner into left field upper deck—500 ft.


	April 27: Dan Pasqua—1991—Chicago—To top of right field bleachers—470 ft.

	April 28: Mickey Mantle—1953—St. Louis—Over left field bleachers—500 ft.

	April 28: Mark McGwire—1996—Detroit—Onto left field grandstand roof—462 ft.

	April 29: Jorge Soler—2022—Miami—Over balcony in left center field-495 ft.

	April 30: Eddie Mathews—1965—Milwaukee—To screen atop bleachers in deep right—485 ft.

	April 30: Willie Mays—1961—Milwaukee—To top of left field bleachers—460 ft.

	May 1: Dick Stuart—1959—Pittsburgh—Far over left field wall and landed in park—520 ft.

	May 2: Willie Stargell—1977—Atlanta—Off façade of right field upper deck—465 ft.

	May 3: Ruben Rivera—1999—Philadelphia—Into 600 level in left field—465 ft.

	May 4: Lou Gehrig—1929—Chicago—Over right field grandstand roof—510 ft.

	May 5: Jim Rice—1977—Boston—Over wall in left center; hit building across street—495 ft.

	May 6: Dave Nicholson—1964—Chicago—Onto grandstand roof in left center—490 ft.

	May 7: Babe Ruth—1921—Washington—Far over high wall in deep right center—520 ft.

	May 8: Ralph Kiner—1949—Boston—Over left field scoreboard and RR tracks—510 ft.

	May 9: Carl Yastrzemski—1969—California—To base of light tower in right center—518 ft.

	May 9: Alfonso Soriano—2006—Cincinnati—Far over center field fence—491 ft.

	May 10: Kirk Gibson—1985—Chicago—Over right field grandstand roof—510 ft.

	May 11: Willie Stargell—1964—Pittsburgh—Lined off girder near right field roof—505 ft.

	May 11: Glenallen Hill—2000—Chicago—Onto roof across street in left field—500 ft.

	May 12: Mark McGwire—1998—St. Louis—Into left center field upper deck—535 ft.

	May 13: Babe Ruth—1924—New York—To 40th bleacher row in right center—515 ft.

	May 14: Jimmie Foxx—1932—Philadelphia—Far over roof in left center—525 ft.

	May 15: George Brett—1982—Kansas City—Almost to top of right field bleachers—458 ft.

	May 16: Mark McGwire—1998—St. Louis—Off press level façade in center—535 ft.


	May 16: Bob Cerv—1958—Kansas City—Far into parking lot beyond left field fence—528 ft.

	May 16: J. D. Drew—2003—St. Louis—Off “Diamond Vision” in right center top deck—507 ft.

	May 17: Roberto Clemente—1959—Chicago—Far over bleachers in left center—510 ft.

	May 18: Frank Howard—1968—Detroit—Onto 94: foot: high left field roof—510 ft.

	May 19: Ray Lankford—1996—Colorado—High into right field third deck—483 ft.

	May 19: Paul Sorrento—1999—Texas—Deep into right field upper deck—491 ft.

	May 20: Willie Stargell—1978—Montreal—Into right field upper deck—515 ft.

	May 21: Greg Luzinski—1977—Houston—Lined to fifth row in left field upper deck—515 ft.

	May 22: Babe Ruth—1930—Philadelphia—Far over right field fence to Opal St.—550 ft.

	May 22: Mickey Mantle—1963—New York—Lined off right field roof façade—540 ft.

	May 23: Babe Ruth—1920—New York—Far over roof in deep right field—520 ft.

	May 24: Babe Ruth—1930—New York—To top of bleachers in right center—525 ft.

	May 24: Larry Doby—1951—Washington—Over scoreboard in right center and onto roof—510 ft.

	May 25: Babe Ruth—1926—Boston—To 45th row in right field bleachers—540 ft.

	May 25: Babe Ruth—1935—Pittsburgh—Far over right field grandstand roof—540 ft.

	May 25: Frank Howard—1960—Pittsburgh—Far over wall in left center—520 ft.

	May 25: Larry Doby—1949—Washington—Far over scoreboard in right center—500 ft.

	May 26: Bobby Darwin—1974—Minnesota—Into left field upper deck—490 ft.

	May 27: Babe Ruth—1920—Boston—To 40th row in bleachers in right center—525 ft.

	May 28: Luke Easter—1958—Buffalo—Over scoreboard in right center onto porch—520 ft.

	May 29: Dick Allen—1965—Philadelphia—Far over roof in left center—529 ft.

	May 30: Mickey Mantle—1956—New York—Off right field roof façade—495 ft.

	May 31: Babe Ruth—1924—New York—Into bleachers just right of center—525 ft.

	May 31: Andres Galarraga—1997—Florida—High into left field upper deck—509 ft.


	June 1: Babe Ruth—1929—New York—To 25th bleacher row in right center—505 ft.

	June 1: Jason Giambi—2002—New York—High into right field upper deck—480 ft.

	June 2: Willie Mays—1962—New York—Lined off light tower atop left field roof—470 ft.

	June 3: Harmon Killebrew—1967—Minnesota—To second row in left field upper deck—522 ft.

	June 3: Manny Ramirez—2001—Toronto—Into fifth left field deck right of exit—491 ft.

	June 4: Harmon Killebrew—1967—Minnesota—Off left field upper deck façade—510 ft.

	June 5: Dick Stuart—1959—Pittsburgh—Far over 457 ft. sign in deep left center—515 ft.

	June 6: Dick Allen—1967—Philadelphia—Over roof in deep left center—540 ft.

	June 7: Wally Berger—1930—Boston—Far over left field bleachers onto RR tracks—475 ft.

	June 8: Babe Ruth—1926—Detroit—Onto taxi in Trumbull Ave. beyond right field—520 ft.

	June 8: Fred McGriff—1987—New York—To 16th row in right field upper deck—490 ft.

	June 9: Ted Williams—1946—Boston—To 33rd row of bleachers in deep right field—522 ft.

	June 10: Dick Allen—1965—Philadelphia—Far over left field grandstand roof—504 ft.

	June 10: Jimmy Wynn—1967—Cincinnati—Over scoreboard in left center; hit factory—507 ft.

	June 10: Mike Schmidt (single)—1974—Houston—Off loudspeaker on roof in center—500 ft.

	June 11: Babe Ruth (double)—1934—West Point—To tennis court in right center—535 ft.

	June 11: Aaron Judge—2017—New York—To top of left center field bleachers—496 ft.

	June 12: Rogers Hornsby—1922—Philadelphia—Into clubhouse window in center—460 ft.

	June 12: Shohei Ohtani—2023—Texas—Into second deck in deepest left center—464 ft.

	June 13: Jose Canseco—1994—Cleveland—To back bullpen wall in left center—488 ft.

	June 14: Kirk Gibson—1983—Detroit—Over right field roof and landed across street—515 ft.

	June 14: Cecil Fielder—1993—Detroit—Onto back of left field grandstand roof—495 ft.


	June 15: Dick Allen—1966—Cincinnati—Lined over scoreboard in left center—510 ft.

	June 16: Jimmie Foxx—1936—Chicago—Over left center field grandstand roof—530 ft.

	June 16: Dan Brouthers—1894—Baltimore—Far over fence in right center—440 ft. (dead ball)

	June 17: Joe Adcock—1956—Brooklyn—Over left field grandstand roof—510 ft.

	June 18: Hank Aaron—New York—1962—Into distant center field bleachers—460 ft.

	June 19: Harmon Killebrew—1959—Washington—To 28th row in left field bleachers—490 ft.

	June 19: Jim Rice—1977—Boston—Far over Green Monster in deep left center—470 ft.

	June 20: Jimmie Foxx—1932—Chicago—Onto back of roof in left center—515 ft.

	June 21: Dick Allen—1969—Philadelphia—Far over left center field roof—510 ft.

	June 21: Andruw Jones—1997—Philadelphia—Into upper deck in deep left center—508 ft.

	June 22: Babe Ruth—1927—Boston—Into alley between bleachers in right center—515 ft.

	June 22: Frank Robinson—1965—Cincinnati—Far over center field wall into street—503 ft.

	June 22: Buck Ewing—1889—Cleveland—Past distant left field fence—440 ft. (dead ball)

	June 23: Babe Ruth—1921—Boston—To 35th bleacher row in right field—510 ft.

	June 23: Luke Easter—1950—Cleveland—Into upper deck in deep right center—505 ft.

	June 23: Manny Ramirez—2001—Boston—High off left field light tower—501 ft.

	June 24: Sammy Sosa—2003—Chicago—Far over left center field bleachers—520 ft.

	June 24: Harry Simpson—1956—Kansas City—To far side of Brooklyn Ave. in right—505 ft.

	June 25: Jimmie Foxx—1932—New York—Deep into upper deck near left center—515 ft.

	June 25: Willie Stargell—1971—Philadelphia—To exit in right field 600 level—505 ft.

	June 26: Dick Stuart—1959—Los Angeles—Halfway up seats in left center—495 ft.

	June 26: Mo Vaughn—2002—New York—High off scoreboard in right center—484 ft.


	June 27: Tony Perez—1965—Milwaukee—Over modern (1960) left field bleachers—492 ft.

	June 28: Jose Canseco—1987—Cleveland—Lined off second deck façade in deep left—490 ft.

	June 29: Wily Mo Pena—2005—St. Louis—High off backdrop in dead center field—492 ft.

	June 30: Lou Gehrig—1931—Detroit—Onto building across street in right field—500 ft.

	July 1: Harmon Killebrew—1972—Chicago—Onto left field grandstand roof—470 ft.

	July 2: Cecil Fielder—1993—Detroit—Onto grandstand roof in deep left field—485 ft.

	July 3: Willie Stargell—1967—Pittsburgh—Far over wall in center field—520 ft.

	July 3: Jim Thome—1999—Cleveland—Far over center field fence: through a gate—511 ft.

	July 4: Willie Stargell—1979—St. Louis—Into upper deck in right center—510 ft.

	July 4: Joe Adcock—1966—Detroit—Lined under left field grandstand roof—505 ft.

	July 5: Reggie Jackson—1969—Minnesota—Off top of scoreboard in right center—520 ft.

	July 6: Dick Allen—1974—Detroit—Lined off roof façade in deep left center—535 ft.

	July 6: Mickey Mantle—1953—Philadelphia—Far over grandstand roof in left center—525 ft.

	July 7: Frank Howard—1969—Washington—To fourth row in center field upper deck—530 ft.

	July 8: Harry Heilmann—1921—Detroit—Far over fence in deep left center—512 ft.

	July 8: Babe Ruth (triple)—1918—Boston—Walk: off drive into right field bleachers—490 ft.

	July 9: Willie Horton—1965—Kansas City—Over light tower in Left Center Field—475 ft.

	July 9: Dick Allen—1967—Philadelphia—Over high wall just right of center field—475 ft.

	July 10: Mike Piazza—1999—New York—Over left field bullpen and landed on tent—482 ft.

	July 11: Greg Luzinski—1973—Philadelphia—To fifth row in left field upper deck—495 ft.

	July 12: Willie Mays—1956—St. Louis—Off light tower atop left field scoreboard—475 ft.

	July 13: Reggie Jackson—1971—Detroit—Lined off light tower on roof in right center—540 ft.

	July 13: Leon Durham—1980—New York—Hit car in players’ lot in right field—474 ft.


	July 14: Ralph Kiner—1950—Pittsburgh—Over wall in deep left center—470 ft.

	July 15: Rudy York—1940—Philadelphia—Over left field grandstand roof—470 ft.

	July 16: Joey Votto—2009—Cincinnati—Between pillars in deep right center-field—473 ft.

	July 17: Mark McGwire—1998—St. Louis—Into exit in left field upper deck—511 ft.

	July 18: Babe Ruth—1921—Detroit—Out of stadium in dead center field—575 ft.

	July 18: Jimmie Foxx—1930—Chicago—Onto grandstand roof in Left Center Field—520 ft.

	July 19: Yordan Alvarez—2019—Houston—High into right center field second deck—474 ft.

	July 20: Reggie Jackson—1976—Kansas City—To back wall in right field bull-pen—500 ft.

	July 21: Joe Adcock—1962—Philadelphia—Over left center field grandstand roof—490 ft.

	July 21: Boog Powell—1972—Kansas City—Far over right field fence to light tower—460 ft.

	July 22: Nate Colbert—1970—San Diego—To third row in upper deck in deep left field—502 ft.

	July 23: Babe Ruth—1928—Boston—Onto garage in deep left center—515 ft.

	July 23: Frank Thomas—2002—Chicago—To top of left field bleachers—495 ft.

	July 24: Josh Gibson—Monessen, PA—1938—Far over center field fence and garage—536 ft.

	July 24: Hank Greenberg—1938—Philadelphia—Over left field grandstand roof—495 ft.

	July 25: Frank Howard—1970—Anaheim—Far over left center field fence—495 ft.

	July 25: Jay Buhner—1991—New York—To driveway past left field bullpen—492 ft.

	July 25: Luke Easter—1950—Cleveland—High into right field upper deck—480 ft.

	July 26: Boog Powell—1970—Minnesota—Off scoreboard in deep right center—470 ft.

	July 26: Manny Ramirez—2007—Cleveland—Far over center field fence—481 ft.

	July 27: Joe Carter—1996—Toronto—To second row in left field fifth deck—483 ft.

	July 27: Ben Oglivie—1983—Minnesota—High into right field upper deck—480 ft.

	July 27: Russell Branyan—2004—Milwaukee—Far over fence in deep right center—480 ft.


	July 28: Babe Ruth—1924—Chicago—Over bleachers in deep right center—505 ft.

	July 28: Vladimir Guerrero—2003—Montreal—To base of middle deck in left field—502 ft.

	July 29: Norm Cash—1962—Detroit—Over right center field roof; landed across street—515 ft.

	July 29: George Foster—1978—Cincinnati—High into left field upper deck—509 ft.

	July 30: Frank Howard—1965—Kansas City—Far over center field fence—516 ft.

	July 31: Babe Ruth—1921—New York—Far over roof near right center field—530 ft.

	August 1: Greg Luzinski—1976—New York—Over left field bullpen and hit bus—485 ft.

	August 1: Carlos Delgado—2001—Toronto—To restaurant above center field fence—478 ft.

	August 2: Jimmie Foxx—1940—Detroit—To top of upper deck in deep left center—505 ft.

	August 3: Harmon Killebrew—1962—Detroit—Onto left field grandstand roof—505 ft.

	August 3: Rocky Colavito—1959—Los Angeles—To 33rd row in left field bleachers—460 ft.

	August 4: Todd Hundley—1996—New York—Far over right field bullpen—480 ft.

	August 5: Willie Stargell—1969—Los Angeles—Over right field pavilion—506 ft.

	August 6: Babe Ruth—1926—Cleveland—Across street in deep right center field—510 ft.

	August 7: Ted Williams—1958—Boston—To 25th row in right field bleachers—495 ft.

	August 7: Josh Gibson—1945—Philadelphia—Over left field grandstand roof—480 ft.

	August 8: Barry Bonds—2003—San Francisco—Over right field arcade into cove—475 ft.

	August 9: Willie Stargell—1970—Pittsburgh—Lined off upper deck façade in right—510 ft.

	August 10: Adam Dunn—2004—Cincinnati—Out of stadium in dead center field—530 ft.

	August 11: Luke Easter—1954—Hollywood, CA—Far over center field fence—500 ft.

	August 11: Frank Robinson—1962—Cincinnati—Over scoreboard in left center—490 ft.

	August 12: Mickey Mantle—1964—New York—To 12th row in center field bleachers—512 ft.


	August 13: Alex Rodriguez—2005—New York—Over back wall of old left field bull-pen—487 ft.

	August 14: Dave Kingman—1981—New York—Over fence in left center to outer wall—515 ft.

	August 15: Babe Ruth—1928—New York—Almost to top of right field bleachers—505 ft.

	August 16: Babe Ruth—1927—Chicago—Over right field grandstand roof—520 ft.

	August 16: Jimmie Foxx—1940—Boston—Over left field wall to back of parking lot—510 ft.

	August 17: Babe Ruth—1921—Chicago—High over bleachers in deep right center—545 ft.

	August 18: Dave Winfield—1988—New York—Over monuments in left center—478 ft.

	August 19: Dick Allen—1966—Philadelphia—Lined over left field grandstand roof—515 ft.

	August 19: Willie Stargell—1969—Pittsburgh—Over right field grandstand roof—510 ft.

	August 20: Sammy Sosa—1999—Chicago—Far over left center field bleachers—501 ft.

	August 21: Mike Schmidt—1974—Cincinnati—Lined into yellow seats in left field—470 ft.

	August 22: Jimmie Foxx—1931—Chicago—Onto grandstand roof in Left Center Field—510 ft.

	August 23: Mickey Mantle—1956—New York—To 20th row in left field upper deck—515 ft.

	August 24: Ralph Kiner—1949—Boston—Lined over left field scoreboard—475 ft.

	August 25: Cecil Fielder—1990—Detroit—Onto left field roof right of light tower—510 ft.

	August 25: Frank Howard—1971—California—Far over center field fence—506 ft.

	August 26: Mark McGwire—1998—St. Louis—To top of center field backdrop—509 ft.

	August 27: Barry Bonds—2002—Colorado—Over center field fence and trees—492 ft.

	August 28: Andres Galarraga—1997—Colorado—Over bleachers in deep left center—506 ft.

	August 28: Greg Luzinski—1983—Chicago—Onto back of left field grandstand roof—500 ft.

	August 29: Barry Bonds—2004—Atlanta—To top of lower deck in right center—467 ft.

	August 30: Joe Borchard—2004—Chicago—Over right field bleachers onto walk-way—504 ft.


	August 31: Larry Walker—1997—Colorado—To fifth row in right field third deck—493 ft.

	August 31: Albert Pujols—2003—Cincinnati—To top of batter’s eye in dead center—477 ft.

	August 31: Ralph Kiner—1949—New York—Into second deck in deep Left Center Field—475 ft.

	September 1: Reggie Jackson—1968—Anaheim—High into right center field bleachers—489 ft.

	September 1: Steve Balboni—1985—Arlington—Into upper seats of bleachers in center—485 ft.

	September 2: Babe Ruth—1921—New York—Far over right field grandstand roof—520 ft.

	September 2: Fred McGriff—1988—Toronto—Far over right field fence into field—473 ft.

	September 3: Joe Adcock—1961—Chicago—Far over bleachers in left center—500 ft.

	September 3: Greg Luzinski—1972—To club level in left center—500 ft.

	September 4: Willie McCovey—1966—St. Louis—Into right center field upper deck—515 ft.

	September 5: Mike Trout—2019—Oakland—Into upper deck in deep Left Center Field—485 ft.

	September 6: Babe Ruth—1927—Boston—Over wall near flagpole in center field—505 ft.

	September 7: Carlos Delgado—2008—New York—Over corner of right field third deck—460 ft.

	September 8: Babe Ruth—1925—Boston—To 35th row in right field bleachers—510 ft.

	September 9: Babe Ruth—1921—Philadelphia—Into tree just left of center field—510 ft.

	September 9: Barry Bonds—2002—San Francisco—To backdrop past fence in center—491 ft.

	September 10: Jimmie Foxx—1929—Philadelphia—Over roof in left center—515 ft.

	September 11: Babe Ruth—1924—Boston—Lined halfway into bleachers in center—510 ft.

	September 12: Mickey Mantle—1953—New York—Lined into upper deck near left center—515 ft.

	September 13: Jim Rice—1988—Boston—High off light tower in deep left center—485 ft.


	September 13: Ron Kittle—1985—Seattle—To third row in left field upper deck—483 ft.

	September 14: Bo Jackson—1986—Kansas City—To top of embankment in left center—515 ft.

	September 14: Cecil Fielder—1991—Milwaukee—Over bleachers in left to concourse—502 ft.

	September 15: Frank Robinson—1957—Cincinnati—Hit building beyond left center—485 ft.

	September 16: Mark McGwire—1997—St. Louis—To top of scoreboard in left center—517 ft.

	September 17: Joey Gallo—2017—Los Angeles—Near top of center field backdrop—494 ft.

	September 18: Andres Galarraga—2001—San Francisco—To top of seats in left center—480 ft.

	September 19: Ron Kittle—1983—Chicago—Onto left field grandstand roof—485 ft.

	September 20: Mark McGwire—1995—Oakland—To aisle atop left field bleachers—467 ft.

	September 20: Danny Tartabull—1992—Kansas City—To bullpen wall in left field—465 ft.

	September 21: Mike Piazza—1997—Los Angeles—Onto pavilion roof in left center—478 ft.

	September 22: Jose Canseco—1985—Chicago—To light tower on left field roof—480 ft.

	September 23: Babe Ruth—1933—Boston—To 25th row in center field bleachers—510 ft.

	September 24: Frank Howard—1967—Washington—Far into left center upper deck—535 ft.

	September 25: Mike Schmidt—1981—Chicago—Into upper bleachers in center field—480 ft.

	September 26: Mike Piazza—1997—Colorado—Over bleachers in deep left center—504 ft.

	September 26: Jose Canseco—1985—Oakland—To 34th bleacher row in left center—495 ft.

	September 27: Adam Dunn—2008—Arizona—Line drive off scoreboard in center—504 ft.

	September 27: Hank Greenberg—1938—Detroit—Into upper deck in deep left center—460 ft.

	September 27: Josh Gibson—1930—New York—Lined into back of left field bull-pen—460 ft.


	September 28: Babe Ruth—1928—Detroit—Far over bleachers in right center field—505 ft.

	September 29: Mike Piazza—2005—New York—Over left center field bleachers—450 ft.

	September 30: Aaron Judge—2017—New York—To top of left center field bleachers—490 ft.

	October 1: Babe Ruth—1932—Chicago—Over center field fence (“called shot”)—490 ft.

	October 1: Darryl Strawberry—1999—Tampa Bay—Off pipe on right field roof—490 ft.

	October 2: Adam Dunn—2001—Chicago—Far over bleachers in right center—490 ft.

	October 2: Willie McCovey—1966—Pittsburgh—Lined over gate in right center field—465 ft.

	October 3: Bob Robertson—1971—San Francisco—Into distant bleachers in left center—465 ft.

	October 4: Babe Ruth—1925—Long Island—Measured demonstration drive—538 ft.

	October 5: Prince Fielder—2008—Milwaukee—Onto concourse in deep right center—462 ft.

	October 5: Lou Gehrig—1928—New York—Into bleachers in deep right center—465 ft.

	October 6: Babe Ruth—1926—St. Louis—High into center field bleachers—530 ft.

	October 7: Mike Shannon—1964—St. Louis—Off scoreboard atop left field bleachers—490 ft.

	October 7: Jose Canseco—1989—Toronto—To fifth row in left field fifth deck—484 ft.

	October 8: Reggie Jackson—1981—Milwaukee—Near top of right field bleachers—445 ft.

	October 9: Babe Ruth—1921—New York—Over far corner of right field roof—475 ft.

	October 10: Mickey Mantle—1958—Philadelphia (Home Run Contest)—Over roof near center—530 ft.

	October 10: Joe DiMaggio—1937—New York—Lined off pole atop left field roof—455 ft.

	October 11: Babe Ruth—1923—New York—Far over right field grandstand roof—465 ft.

	October 12: Babe Ruth—1926—Wilkes: Barre—Demonstration drive to right center—605 ft.

	October 13: Lou Gehrig—1929—New York—Over right field bleachers—450 ft.

	October 14: Babe Ruth—1926—Scranton—Over farthest corner on center field fence—520 ft.


	October 15: Babe Ruth—1927—Kansas City—Over distant and high right field wall—480 ft.

	October 16: Reggie Jackson—1977—Los Angeles—High off right field foul pole—430 ft.

	October 16: Babe Ruth—1922—Sleepy Eye, MN—Far over center field fence (twice)—520 ft.

	October 17: Babe Ruth—1928—Elmira—Far over right field fence against wind—500 ft.

	October 18: Reggie Jackson—1977—New York—Over center field fence to backdrop—465 ft.

	October 19: Babe Ruth—1924—Seattle—Over right field fence and gas station—540 ft.

	October 20: Barry Bonds—2002—Anaheim—Into exit in right center field bleachers—485 ft.

	October 21: Babe Ruth—1924—Portland—Over right field fence and foundry—515 ft.

	October 22: Barry Bonds—2002—San Francisco—Over center field fence to backdrop—437 ft.

	October 22: Babe Ruth—1924—Dunsmuir, CA—Over fence and trees in center field—580 ft.

	October 23: Babe Ruth—1926—South Bend—Almost to racetrack in right center—550 ft.

	October 24: Babe Ruth—1927—Stockton—Over right field scoreboard into trees—490 ft.

	October 25: Babe Ruth—1924—San Francisco—Over clubhouse in right center—495 ft.

	October 26: Barry Bonds—2002—Anaheim—High into right field bleachers—440 ft.

	October 26: Babe Ruth—1927—San Jose—Over center field fence by great distance—530 ft.

	October 27: Lou Gehrig—1929—South Orange, NJ—Over RR tracks in center field—500 ft.

	October 28: Babe Ruth—1924—Santa Barbara—To trees past right center field fence—505 ft.

	October 29: Babe Ruth—1922—Denver—Over center field fence near scoreboard—500 ft.

	October 30: Babe Ruth—1928—Sioux City—High into left field bleachers—400 ft.

	October 31: Babe Ruth—1924—Anaheim—To distant right center field—535 ft.








Appendix E
Power Rankings by Position

FIRST BASE


	1. Jimmie Foxx

	2. Dick Allen

	3. Dan Brouthers

	4. Mark McGwire

	5. Wille McCovey (tie)

	5. Harmon Killebrew (tie)



SECOND BASE


	1. Rogers Hornsby

	2. Alfonso Soriano

	3. Nap Lajoie

	4. Dan Uggla

	5. Rickie Weeks



THIRD BASE


	1. Eddie Mathews

	2. Mike Schmidt

	3. Adrian Beltre

	4. Ron Santo

	5. Matt Williams



SHORTSTOP


	1. Alex Rodriguez

	2. Honus Wagner

	3. Ernie Banks

	4. Cal Ripken

	5. Miguel Tejada (tie)

	5. Hanley Ramirez (tie)



CATCHER


	1. Josh Gibson

	2. Mike Piazza

	3. Stan Lopata

	4. Buck Ewing

	5. Louis Santop



PITCHER


	1. Earl Wilson

	2. Don Drysdale

	3. Red Ruffing

	4. Wes Ferrell

	5. Bob Lemon (tie)

	5. Schoolboy Rowe (tie)

	5. Walter Johnson (tie)



LEFT FIELD


	1. Frank Howard

	2. Willie Stargell

	3. Greg Luzinski

	4. Ted Williams

	5. Adam Dunn (tie)

	5. Ralph Kiner (tie)



CENTER FIELD


	1. Mickey Mantle

	2. Willie Mays

	3. Larry Doby

	4. Jimmy Wynn

	5. Norman “Turkey” Stearnes



RIGHT FIELD


	1. Babe Ruth

	2. Reggie Jackson

	3. Sammy Sosa

	4. Jose Canseco

	5. Frank Robinson



DESIGNATED HITTER


	1. Ron Kittle

	2. Frank Thomas

	3. Edwin Encarnacion

	4. David Ortiz

	5. Richie Sexson








Appendix F
The Longest of This and the Longest of That

The following lists identify the 10 longest known drives in various categories. It is impossible to know the exact length of every batted ball in Major League history, but I’ve tried to be as inclusive as possible.


It will be noted that Babe Ruth’s name dominates these lists. Why? First and most importantly, he hit the ball harder than any other player in the annals of his sport. Second, as it relates to these lists (especially the first few), he benefited from the era in which he played. Although Ruth lost many career homers due to the distant center field boundaries of his times, it did allow him to appear more often on lists for non-homers. Mickey Mantle also appears often for the same reasons. He was historically powerful, and his home field for his entire career was Yankee Stadium.


When Mickey played, the great Bronx ball yard maintained a 466-foot distance to the farthest point in center field. In Babe’s day, it was 490 feet. Modern players don’t have to deal with such prohibitive dimensions, but, as a result, they can’t hit extralong balls that remain in play. As a general rule, therefore, many of these lists focus on the older players.



TEN LONGEST SINGLES


	1. Mike Schmidt—June 10, 1974—Houston—Off speaker on center field roof—472 ft.

	2. Mickey Mantle—August 10, 1956—New York—Bounced into seats in center—450 ft.

	3. Babe Ruth—October 7, 1928—St. Louis—To center field fence on one bounce—440 ft.

	4. Whitey Lockman—July 3, 1951—New York—To center field wall on one bounce—435 ft.

	5. Jimmie Foxx—August 8, 1936—Washington—To flagpole in center field—425 ft.

	6. Barry Bonds—June 14, 2006—Arizona—Almost over high center field wall—422 ft.

	7. Bibb Falk—June 8, 1923—New York—To track in left center—420 ft.

	8. Willie Horton—June 5, 1979—Seattle—Off speaker on left field roof—415 ft.

	9. Paul O’Neill—September 2, 1995—New York—Off 408 foot sign in center field—413 ft.

	10. Vladimir Guerrero—May 24, 1998—Montreal—Off top of center field fence—412 ft.






TEN LONGEST DOUBLES


	1. Babe Ruth—August 5, 1927—New York—To center field fence on one bounce—475 ft.

	2. Frank Howard—October 2, 1963—New York—To bleacher screen in deepest left center—470 ft.

	3. Bob Cerv—July 2, 1961—New York—To screen atop 457 foot sign in deep left center—467 ft.

	4. Mickey Mantle—August 16, 1959—New York—Off bleacher wall in center field—465 ft.

	5. Wally Post—May 17, 1957—Cincinnati—Into opening atop scoreboard in left center—460 ft. (tie)

	5. Mickey Mantle—June 14, 1964—New York—To bleacher wall in deep Left Center Field—460 ft. (tie)

	7. Hack Miller—June 9, 1922—New York—To Grant Memorial in deep center field—458 ft.

	8. Red Ruffing—July 12, 1938—New York—To flagpole in deepest center field—456 ft.

	9. Willie McCovey—July 29, 1964—Philadelphia—To 447 foot sign in center field—455 ft.

	10. Ted Kluszewski—May 1, 1951—Pittsburgh—To top of wall in right center—453 ft.






TEN LONGEST TRIPLES


	1. Babe Ruth—July 8, 1918—Boston—Walk-off triple to top of right field bleachers—490 ft.

	2. Lou Gehrig—June 7, 1929—New York—To screen in dead center—485 ft.

	3. Babe Ruth—April 19, 1923—New York—One bounce to wall in deepest left center—475 ft.

	4. Mickey Mantle—April 18, 1954—New York—To wall in dead center field—470 ft.

	5. Babe Ruth—April 20, 1923—New York—Over track in deep left center—468 ft.

	6. Jimmie Foxx—May 13, 1929—Detroit—To top of gate in center field—465 ft. (tie)

	6. Joe DiMaggio—August 6, 1938—Cleveland—To base of bleacher wall in center field—465 ft. (tie)

	7. Bob Johnson—June 10, 1934—New York—Bounced to 490 foot sign in center field—462 ft.

	8. Lou Gehrig—July 16, 1929—Detroit—High off flagpole in center field—460 ft. (tie)

	8. Ralph Kiner—May 21, 1950—New York—Over track in Grant Memorial in center field—460 ft. (tie)

	8. Stan Lopata—May 30, 1955—New York—Over track to Grant Memorial in center field—460 ft. (tie)

	8. Bill Skowron—May 24, 1961—New York—Off 457 foot sign in deep Left Center Field—460 ft. (tie)






TEN LONGEST INSIDE-THE-PARK HOME RUNS


	1 Lou Gehrig—May 19, 1927—Cleveland—Lined off center field scoreboard—478 ft.

	2 Babe Ruth—July 20, 1924—New York—Lined past flagpole in center field—475 ft.

	3 Dusty Cooke—June 25, 1930—New York—Over track in dead center field—470 ft.

	4. Dee Fondy—June 7, 1953—New York—To path in front of clubhouse in center—465 ft. (tie)

	4. Mickey Mantle—June 30, 1961—New York—Off center field wall near 461 foot sign—465 ft. (tie)

	6. Al Simmons—April 19, 1930—Philadelphia—Off top of center field fence—462 ft.

	7. Ben Paschal—September 22, 1925—New York—One bounce to bleacher wall in left center—460 ft. (tie)

	7. Lou Gehrig—July 22, 1926—New York—To flagpole in center field—460 ft. (tie)

	7. Bill Skowron—April 10, 1962—New York—Off center field wall near 461 foot sign—460 ft. (tie)

	10. Bill Terry—September 20, 1932—New York—Almost to Grant Memorial in dead center—455 ft. (tie)

	10. Gil Hodges—May 16, 1962—New York—Off wall beyond bullpen in deep left center—455 ft. (tie)






TEN LONGEST FLY OUTS


	1. Babe Ruth—July 8, 1931—New York—Two steps from farthest center field corner—480 ft.

	2. Mickey Mantle—July 9, 1958—New York—To center field wall at 461 foot sign—465 ft.

	3. Babe Ruth—May 25, 1921—St. Louis—To center field bleacher wall—463 ft.

	4. Hank Greenberg—August 2, 1939—To DiMaggio past center field flag-pole—460 ft. (tie)

	4. Mickey Mantle—May 10, 1958—New York—To center field wall near 461 foot sign—460 ft. (tie)

	4. Jim Lemon—May 11, 1958—New York—To Mantle near 461 foot sign in center field—460 ft. (tie)

	7. Lou Gehrig—June 3, 1932—Philadelphia—To Simmons beside center field flagpole—458 ft.

	8. Ralph Kiner—June 2, 1951—New York—To Mays at bleacher wall in deep left center—455 ft. (tie)

	8. Joe Adcock—July 17, 1955—New York—To Mays at bleacher wall in deep left center—455 ft. (tie)

	8. Wally Post—July 31, 1956—New York—To Mays at bleacher wall in deep left center—455 ft. (tie)



Note: On August 9, 1956, at the Polo Grounds in New York, the Philadelphia Phillies hit 1,300 feet of fly outs in the 6th inning off pitcher Joe Margoneri. Catcher Stan Lopata flied out to Dusty Rhodes in left center field about 450 feet from home plate. Shortstop Granny Hamner hit a 430-footer to Willie Mays in center, and left fielder Del Ennis also flied to Mays at a distance of about 420 feet.





TEN LONGEST OPPOSITE FIELD HOME RUNS


	1. Babe Ruth—September 9, 1921—Philadelphia—To tree across street in deep left center—510 ft.

	2. Mark McGwire—August 22, 1999—New York—Near top of scoreboard in right center—485 ft.

	3. Dick Allen—May 8, 1969—Philadelphia—Onto roof across street in right center—470 ft.

	4. Babe Ruth—May 10, 1928—New York—Under mezzanine in deep left field—465 ft. (tie)

	4. Mark McGwire—August 22, 1998—Pittsburgh—To top of lower seats in right center—465 ft. (tie)

	4. Johnny Bench—July 13, 1971—Detroit—High into right center field upper deck—465 ft. (tie)

	7. Bo Jackson—July 17, 1990—New York—Near top of right center field bleachers—464 ft.

	8. Mickey Mantle—September 17, 1952—Detroit—Off press level in right center—460 ft. (tie)

	8. Willie Stargell—July 8, 1966—Pittsburgh—Over wall in deep Left Center Field—460 ft. (tie)

	10. Joe Adcock—April 14, 1960—Philadelphia—Over scoreboard in right center—455 ft.






TEN LONGEST SPRING TRAINING HOME RUNS


	1. Babe Ruth—April 4, 1919—Tampa—Over racetrack in right center—552 ft.

	2. Mickey Mantle—March 26, 1951—Los Angeles—Far beyond fence in right center—550 ft.

	3. Jimmie Foxx—April 7, 1937—Sebring—Very far over left fielder’s head—530 ft.

	4. Dave Kingman—March 22, 1983—St. Petersburg—To Bayfront Center past left field fence—517 ft.

	5. Jimmie Foxx—March 9, 1933—Fort Myers—Far over distant center field fence—515 ft.

	6. Bo Jackson—March 5, 1989—Haines City—Over left center field scoreboard—515 ft.

	7. Babe Ruth—March 31, 1924—Mobile—Far over fence in dead center field—510 ft. (tie)

	7. Mickey Mantle—April 9, 1953—Pittsburgh—Over right field grandstand roof—510 ft. (tie)

	7. Dick Allen—April 6, 1965—Clearwater—Far over high center field wall—510 ft. (tie)

	10. Frank Howard—March 23, 1966—Pompano Beach—To parking lot in left field—508 ft.



Note: On April 8, 1920, in Winston-Salem, Babe Ruth smashed three tremendous drives to right field. Two were designated ground rule doubles, and one was incorrectly ruled foul. After the game against the Brooklyn Dodgers, officials investigated the landing points. It was determined that all three were fair balls and flew a total distance of about 1,600 feet.





TEN LONGEST POSTSEASON HOME RUNS


	1. Babe Ruth—October 6, 1926—St. Louis—Line drive halfway up bleachers in dead center—530 ft.

	2. Babe Ruth—October 6, 1926—St. Louis—Broke window across street in right center—515 ft.

	3. Mickey Mantle—October 6, 1960—Pittsburgh—Over brick wall in deep right center—495 ft. (tie)

	3. Sammy Sosa—October 8, 2003—Chicago—To TV platform atop center field bleachers—495 ft. (tie)

	5. Babe Ruth—October 1, 1932—Chicago—“Called Shot” to flagpole in center field—490 ft. (tie)

	5. Mike Shannon—October 7, 1964—St. Louis—High off scoreboard atop left field bleachers—490 ft (tie)

	7. Barry Bonds—October 20, 2002—Anaheim—Into tunnel in right center field bleachers—485 ft.

	8. Jose Canseco—October 7, 1989—Toronto—To fifth row in left field fifth deck—484 ft.

	9. Frank Howard—October 6, 1963—Los Angeles—To eighth row in left field loge level—480 ft.

	10. Babe Ruth—October 9, 1921—New York—Between grandstand and roof in right center—475 ft.






TEN LONGEST ALL-STAR HOME RUNS


	1. Reggie Jackson—July 13, 1971—Detroit—Line drive off tower on roof in right center—540 ft.

	2. Ted Williams—July 8, 1941—Detroit—Line drive off right field roof façade—475 ft.

	3. Hank Sauer—July 8, 1952—Philadelphia—Over left field grandstand roof—465 ft. (tie)

	3. Johnny Bench—July 13, 1971—Detroit—High into right center field upper deck—465 ft. (tie)

	4. Giancarlo Stanton—July 19, 2022—Los Angeles—To top of left center field pavilion—465 ft.

	6. Bo Jackson—July 11, 1989—California—Onto black backdrop in center field—462 ft.

	7. Willie Mays—July 10, 1956—Washington—Halfway up left field bleachers—460 ft. (tie)

	7. Rocky Colavito—August 3, 1959—Los Angeles—To 33rd row in left field bleachers—460 ft. (tie)

	7. Stan Musial—July 13, 1948—St. Louis—Onto pavilion roof in deep right center field—455 ft. (tie)

	7. Frank Howard—July 23, 1969—Washington—Into center field mezzanine—455 ft. (tie)






TEN LONGEST FIRST CAREER HOME RUNS


	1. Bo Jackson—September 14, 1986—Kansas City—To top of embankment in deep left center—515 ft.

	2. Reggie Abercrombie—April 19, 2006—Cincinnati—High into left field upper deck—493 ft.

	3. Jason Heyward—April 5, 2010—Atlanta—Deep into right center field bullpen—476 ft.

	4. Harmon Killebrew—June 24, 1955—Washington—To 24th row in left field bleachers—470 ft. (tie)

	4. Ron Swoboda—April 14, 1965—New York—Far over left field bullpen—470 ft. (tie)

	6. Willie Horton—September 14, 1963—Detroit—High into upper deck in deep Left Center Field—462 ft.

	7. Bill Dietrich—May 12, 1934—Philadelphia—Over left field grandstand roof—460 ft.

	8. Greg Luzinski—September 7, 1971—Philadelphia—To fourth row in left field upper deck—457 ft.

	9. Tony Eusebio—April 13, 1994—Florida—Over 434 foot sign in center field—453 ft.

	10. Mickey Mantle—May 1, 1951—Chicago—Into lower deck just right of center field—452 ft.






TEN LONGEST FINAL CAREER HOME RUNS


	1. Babe Ruth—May 25, 1935 (#3)—Pittsburgh—Over right field grandstand roof—540 ft.

	2. Darryl Strawberry—October 1, 1999—Tampa Bay—Off pipe on roof in right field—490 ft.

	3. Mo Vaughn—April 30, 2003—St. Louis—Into right field upper deck—460 ft.

	4. Bo Jackson—August 9, 1994—California—Over fence in center to concrete wall—450 ft.

	5. Rogers Hornsby—April 21, 1937—St. Louis—Lined into center field bleachers—445 ft.

	6. Ted Williams—September 28, 1960—Boston—Over bullpen in deep right center field—430 ft. (tie)

	6. Jimmy Wynn—April 7, 1977—New York—Far over center field fence—430 ft. (tie)

	8. Joe Adcock—September 7, 1966—Kansas City—Over high wall in deep Left Center Field—427 ft.

	9. Rocky Colavito—September 24, 1968—New York—Into left field bullpen—422 ft.

	10. Jimmie Foxx—September 9, 1945—Pittsburgh—Over left field scoreboard—420 ft.



Note: In Philadelphia on August 18, 1890, Dave Orr hit a ball far over the left field fence, a distance of approximately 400 feet. This was a significant clout in the dead ball era.





TEN LONGEST HOME RUNS BY A TEENAGER


	1. Mickey Mantle—May 4, 1951—St. Louis—Over pavilion in right and across street—475 ft.

	2. Harmon Killebrew—June 24, 1955—Washington—To 24th row in left field bleachers—470 ft.

	3. Mickey Mantle—September 8, 1951—New York—To top of right field bleachers—462 ft.

	4. Mickey Mantle—May 1, 1951—Chicago—Into lower deck just right of center field—452 ft.

	5. Jimmie Foxx—June 8, 1927—Philadelphia—Line drive high into left field upper deck—447 ft.

	6. Tony Conigliaro—June 6, 1964—Kansas City—Line drive over center field fence—443 ft.

	7. Tony Conigliaro—July 5, 1964—Boston—High over left field wall and screen—428 ft.

	8. Mel Ott—May 18, 1928—St. Louis—Over right field pavilion into street—425 ft.

	9. Mickey Mantle—September 13, 1951—New York—Into right field upper deck—423 ft.

	10. Mickey Mantle—July 7, 1951—Boston—Into right center field bleachers—420 ft.



Note: Only official home runs are included on this list. However, readers should be reminded of Mantle’s extraordinary performance in Los Angeles on March 26, 1951. At age 19, Mickey blasted a 550-foot home run during an exhibition game.





TEN LONGEST HOME RUNS BY PLAYER OVER 40


	1. Babe Ruth—May 25, 1935 (#3)—Pittsburgh—Over right field grandstand roof—540 ft.

	2. Babe Ruth—May 25, 1935 (#2)—Pittsburgh—Lined into right center field upper deck—500 ft.

	3. Andres Galarraga—September 18, 2001—San Francisco—To top of bleachers in left center—480 ft.

	4. Barry Bonds—May 7, 2006—Philadelphia—To façade on third deck in right field—470 ft.

	5. Barry Bonds—August 29, 2004 (#1)—Atlanta—To top of lower deck in right center—467 ft.

	6. Barry Bonds—August 29, 2004 (#2)—Atlanta—Deep into right center field bullpen—462 ft.

	7. Barry Bonds—September 12, 2004—Arizona—To base of center field scoreboard—460 ft. (tie)

	7. Matt Stairs—October 13, 2008—Los Angeles—Near top of right field pavilion—460 ft. (tie)

	9. Nelson Cruz—June 10, 2021—Minnesota—Off façade above center field backdrop—457 feet

	10. Ted Williams—April 18, 1960—Washington—Over high center field wall—456 ft.



Note: On August 20, 1915, Honus Wagner hit a ball to the top of the seats in center field in Philadelphia’s Baker Bowl, a 430-foot dead ball era shot.





TEN LONGEST PINCH-HIT HOME RUNS


	1. Mickey Mantle—July 6, 1953—Philadelphia—Far over grandstand roof in left center—525 ft.

	2. Joe Adcock—September 2, 1966—Anaheim—Off light tower in deep Left Center Field—495 ft.

	3. Leon Wagner—April 30, 1961—Los Angeles—Far over right field wall—473 ft.

	4. Ron Swoboda—April 14, 1965—New York—Far over left field bullpen—470 ft. (tie)

	4. Reggie Jackson—June 10, 1983—California—Deep into right center field bleachers—470 ft. (tie)

	6. Frank Howard—July 22, 1961—St. Louis—Lined off scoreboard atop bleachers in left—465 ft. (tie)

	6. Willie McCovey—October 2, 1966—Pittsburgh—Line drive over gate in right center—465 ft. (tie)

	7. Willie Smith—June 10, 1969—Atlanta—To fourth row in right field upper deck—464 ft.

	8. Willie Horton—September 14, 1963—Detroit—High into upper deck in deep Left Center Field—462 ft.

	9. Matt Stairs—October 13, 2008—Los Angeles—Near top of right field pavilion—460 ft. (tie)

	9. Tony Solaita—September 13, 1977—Texas—Far over center field fence—460 ft. (tie)






TEN LONGEST HOME RUNS BY A PITCHER


	1. Babe Ruth—May 25, 1915—St. Louis—Over right field bleachers; landed across street—475 ft.

	2. Babe Ruth—June 9, 1916—Detroit—Deep into bleachers just right of center field—465 ft. (tie)

	2. Babe Ruth—August 10, 1917—Boston—To eighth row in center field bleachers—465 ft. (tie)

	4. Wes Ferrell—July 31, 1935—Washington—Near top of left field bleachers—462 ft.

	5. Bill Dietrich—May 12, 1934—Philadelphia—Over left field grandstand roof—460 ft. (tie)

	5. Red Ruffing—June 17, 1936—Cleveland—Deep into left center field bleachers—460 ft. (tie)

	5. Jerry Casale—April 15, 1959—Boston—Over wall in left center; landed on building—460 ft. (tie)

	5. Earl Wilson—May 22, 1964—Boston—Over wall and screen in left center—460 ft. (tie)

	5. Earl Wilson—August 26, 1965—New York—Into left field upper deck—460 ft. (tie)

	10. Kip Wells—April 25, 2003—Pittsburgh—Off backdrop past center field fence—457 ft.






TEN LONGEST WALK-OFF HOME RUNS


	1. Mickey Mantle—May 22, 1963—New York—Line drive off right field roof façade—540 ft.

	2. Dick Allen—August 19, 1966—Philadelphia—Line drive over sign on left field roof—515 ft.

	3. Babe Ruth—July 8, 1918—Boston (official triple)—Deep into right field bleachers—490 ft.

	4. Mark McGwire—July 11, 1998—St. Louis—High into left field upper deck—485 ft.

	5. Babe Ruth—September 22, 1927—New York—To 60th row in right field bleachers—480 ft.

	6. Jimmie Foxx—August 23, 1938—Boston—Onto roof across street in left field—475 ft. (tie)

	6. Willie Stargell—July 9, 1967—Pittsburgh—Onto right field grandstand roof—475 ft. (tie)

	8. Sammy Sosa—May 5, 1996—Chicago—Broke window across street in left field—468 ft. (tie)

	8. Adam Dunn—May 17, 2008—Cincinnati—To top row in right field bleachers—468 ft. (tie)

	10. Eric Davis—August 2, 1987—Cincinnati—To façade on left field upper deck—466 ft.










Appendix G
Power Personified

The five lists included in this section are intended to create enjoyment and good-natured debate. With only one exception, which is explained, they include only players with Major League experience. The years of big-league participation are provided after each player’s name. Unlike the main body of this book, the lists are not regarded as definitive. I have laboriously studied the topic of tape measure home runs for 40 years. Even though I acknowledge that no historian, myself included, can ever know everything about any topic, I like to think that this treatise is “definitive” on the matter of long-distance hitting. Along the way, I acquired information about related topics, but I do not consider myself an expert on any of them. Accordingly, this section is dedicated to having fun!



TEN GREATEST INDIVIDUAL COMBINATIONS OF BATTING, THROWING, AND RUNNING

Sitting at the top of the first list is a name that everyone will recognize. Frankly, Mickey Mantle came immediately into my mind the second that I first considered the question of baseball’s greatest all-around power athlete. He is ranked third in batting power, first in running speed, and had a powerful throwing arm until he lost some zip due to a late-1950s shoulder injury. Who else could be number one?


It seemed just as obvious to insert Bo Jackson at number two. Whether blazing down the sidelines scoring touchdowns, launching mighty home runs, or throwing anything, Bo seemed omnipotent. The rest of the names speak for themselves. Don’t be misled by Honus Wagner’s 19th-century background. He was an absolute juggernaut in every form of athletic strength, and could excel in any era. And how could Jim Thorpe not be included? Although not successful as a Major League player, he still brought vast physical talent onto the field. His historic success as an Olympic decathlete proves that point. Enjoy the debate!!



	1. Mickey Mantle—1951–1968

	2. Bo Jackson—1986–1991 and 1993–1994

	3. Willie Mays—1951–1952 and 1954–1973

	4. Jimmie Foxx—1925–1942 and 1944–1945

	5. Shohei Ohtani—2018–Present

	6. Roberto Clemente—1955–1972

	7. Jose Canseco—1985–2001

	8. Ronald Acuna Jr.—2018–Present

	9. Honus Wagner—1897–1917

	10. Jim Thorpe—1913–1917






HONORABLE MENTIONS

Harry Stovey—1880–1893


Ed Delahanty—1888–1903


Joe Jackson—1908–1920


Babe Ruth—1914–1935


Joe DiMaggio—1936–1942 and 1946–1951


Pete Reiser—1940–1942 and 1946–1952


Duke Snider—1947–1964


Henry Aaron—1954–1976


Frank Robinson—1956–1976


Bobby Bonds—1968–1981


Dave Winfield—1973–1995


Andre Dawson—1976–1996


Darryl Strawberry—1983–1999


Eric Davis—1984–2001


Ken Griffey Jr.—1989–2009


Mike Trout—2011–Present


Aaron Judge—2016–Present





NEGRO LEAGUES

John Henry “Pop” Lloyd—1914–1932


Oscar Charleston—1915–1941


John Beckwith—1920–1935


Norman “Turkey” Stearnes—1923–1940





TEN MOST POWERFUL THROWING ARMS (POSITION PLAYERS)

This ranking was a little tougher. After researching the issue for a couple of months, Rocky Colavito seemed like the natural choice. However, there was a minor problem. Rocky is a personal favorite of mine, and I didn’t want to appear biased. But, after interviewing other retired Major Leaguers and carefully examining what little hard information was available, Colavito emerged as a clear number one.


The only time that Rocky’s throws were measured was on July 1, 1956, in San Diego. His longest of five tosses was 435 feet, 10.5 inches. The only two men known to better that are Glen Gorbous (Omaha: 445 feet, 10 inches in 1957) and Don Grate (Minneapolis: 445 feet, 1 inch in 1953). But consider that Colavito’s first two throws didn’t count. The first one sailed into an adverse wind (415 feet, 7 inches), prompting officials to move him into a neutral, crosswind position. He then hurled one from beside home plate over the 426 foot sign in center field that landed on top of the batting cage! If that toss had hit the ground and been measured, the consensus is that it would have topped Rocky’s 435-footer by a considerable margin. Grate and Gorbous were magnificent, but it is believed that they both threw for distance on multiple occasions, thereby gaining an advantage in this function. Shortly after the San Diego exhibition, Colavito was summoned back to the Major Leagues, where he remained for the rest of his career. Big-league general managers didn’t like risking the health of their players, and, by the 1950s, rarely allowed such demonstrations.


Additionally, Rocky Colavito had accepted a challenge and flung a baseball far over the high scoreboard in Indianapolis on September 15, 1954. He stood at home plate and cleared that 40-foot-high structure at the 385 foot marker in left center. In the June 13, 1956, edition of the Sporting News, there is an item telling of two other noteworthy events. First, Colavito once stood behind the third base line at Washington’s Griffith Stadium and threw a ball over the beer sign atop the high right center field wall. On another occasion, Rocky positioned himself beside the Indian dugout in Cleveland and zoomed one completely over the immense right field grandstand roof. During an interview with well-known Detroit sportswriter Joe Falls back in the 1980s, Joe stated that the longest throw that he had ever witnessed was authored by Rocky Colavito. He recalled Rocky receiving a little razzing from the Tiger fans for a recent slump. When Colavito then caught a fly ball in medium left field, he vented his frustration by heaving the ball high over the towering right field roof. There are even more stories of great throws in actual game situations, but the point has been made. Rocky Colavito could really hum it.


It is not known if the great Roberto Clemente ever had any of his throws actually measured; I could find no record of such an event. However, there are many legends about the strength of his arm. When you look at the number of outfield assists that he accumulated during his career, it is obvious that he had a gun. In fact, there might be a consensus that Roberto had the most functional throwing arm for a position player in big-league history. That standing would include power, accuracy, and quickness of release. I had the privilege of seeing Clemente throw, and it was a sight that I will always treasure. It should also be mentioned here that modern analysis has made a strong case for Jesse Barfield as the most efficient outfield thrower in MLB annals. That conclusion should be considered


It was hard to get noticed when playing with Babe Ruth, but Bob Meusel was always able to do it. As most fans know, Ruth started as a pitcher, and then became an outfielder while earning a reputation as one of the best throwers of his era. But he could never throw like Bob Meusel. When the two men, who were good friends, barnstormed together, it was Babe’s batting strength and Bob’s rifle arm that were the primary attractions. In fact, arm strength must have run in the family, since brother Emil “Irish” Meusel reportedly possessed the best throwing arm in the National League.


I also saw Ellis Valentine and Shawon Dunston throw, and they both had cannons. In fact, I was there at Veterans Stadium in Philadelphia for the 1976 All-Star Game, where Valentine dueled with Dave Parker and others in a pregame throwing exhibition in right field. Of course, Honus Wagner and Sheldon LeJeune are from the distant past, but their reputations have endured over the intervening generations. LeJeune owned the long toss record for many years, having heaved the ball 426 feet, 9.5 inches in Cincinnati on October 9, 1910. Wagner was a monster in all aspects of physical function, and used to throw runners out while flinging handfuls of dirt that he inadvertently scooped up with the ball. There are dozens of other great throwers who could vie for inclusion in this list, and you are invited to name your own top ten.



	1. Rocky Colavito—1955–1968—Outfielder

	2. Roberto Clemente—1955–1972—Outfielder

	3. Bob Meusel—1920–1930—Outfielder

	4. Don Grate—Minor League Outfielder—Pitched in MLB briefly in 1945 and 1946

	5. Glen Gorbous—1952 and 1956–1957—Outfielder

	6. Ellis Valentine—1975–1985—Outfielder

	7. Jesse Barfield—1981–1993—Outfielder

	8. Sheldon “Larry” LeJeune—1911 and 1915—Outfielder

	9. Shawon Dunston—1985–2002—Shortstop, but played some outfield late in his career.

	10. Honus Wagner—1897–1917—Primarily a shortstop, but played other positions






HONORABLE MENTIONS

John Hatfield—1871–1876


Dave Parker—1973–1990


Vladimir Guerrero—1996–2009





NEGRO LEAGUES

Louis Santop—1916–1926


Martin Dihigo—1923–1945





STRONGEST ARMS BY POSITION

1B: George Kelly—1915–1917 and 1919–1930 and 1932


2B: Manny Trillo—1973–1989


3B: Ned Williamson—1878–1890 (also played shortstop)


SS: Honus Wagner—1897–1917 and Shawon Dunston—1985–2002 (tie)


OF: Rocky Colavito—1955–1968


OF: Roberto Clemente—1955–1972


OF: Bob Meusel—1920–1930


C: Johnny Bench—1967–1983





TEN FASTEST STARTING PITCHERS

Since none of the older pitchers were ever evaluated with radar guns, we have virtually no way of accurately comparing the modern guys with the old-timers. I have chosen Walter Johnson as the fastest ever due to anecdotal information, but there is a mountain of it. First, look at his astonishingly successful big-league record, and then consider that he was primarily a one-pitch pitcher. The “Big Train” could throw breaking pitches, but, by all accounts (including his own), rarely threw them because of the effectiveness of his blazing fastball. There are so many quotations about his “unhittable” fastball that you eventually have to take them seriously.


Many of the men who faced Johnson stayed in the game for decades as coaches and managers. Every one of them who ventured an opinion on the subject unhesitatingly identified Walter Johnson as the fastest pitcher they ever saw. Don’t buy into that nonsense that Johnson couldn’t have been physically transcendent because of the era in which he pitched. Walter was a physiological marvel. He stood 6’3”, and possessed a chiseled 220-pound physique. He also had the longest arms in baseball, which afforded him an immensely effective lever system.


Perhaps the most valuable pre–radar gun computation occurred at Griffith Stadium in Washington, D.C., on August 20, 1946. As previously arranged with the United States Army, Bob Feller threw three pitches into a specially designed chronograph as he completed his warm-up tosses prior to his start against the Senators. The device had been created to calculate the speed of bullets, and was accurate to 1/10,000th of a second. Feller was clocked at 98.6 miles per hour. That wasn’t bad considering that Rapid Robert had started his Major League career in 1936, and had logged a lot of innings in between. Naturally, Senators owner Clark Griffith, who witnessed Feller’s efforts, offered his opinion on the matter of ultimate speed. Walter Johnson had played for him, and, according to Griffith, as great as Feller was, he could not hold a candle to the Big Train.


This section was intended to include only Major League ballplayers along with the top Negro Leaguers. However, no meaningful discussion of baseball’s fastest pitchers can ignore the legendary figure of Steve Dalkowski. Born in Connecticut in 1939, this immensely talented left-hander never pitched an inning in an official big-league game. Dalkowski played in the minors from 1957 through 1965, and participated in many Baltimore Oriole spring training and exhibition games. Along the way, he left a legacy of overwhelming speed that seems more like fiction than reality. Yet, after doing the research, one thought keeps recurring: Steve Dalkowski may have thrown baseballs as hard as any other man!


Then, why didn’t he make it to the majors? Sadly, Dalkowski was erratic with both his pitching control and his personal behavior. During his first professional season in 1957, pitching in the Class-D Appalachian League, Steve struck out 24 opposing hitters on August 21. Yet, he lost the game 8-4. Along with all those Ks, Dalkowski walked 18 men, and flung six wild pitches. Unfortunately, that was typical of the man’s career, which resulted in a 46–80 won-loss record and 5.59 ERA. On the positive side, there is a wealth of testimonials left by well-known Major League players and managers who confirmed his amazing velocity.


Cincinnati Reds manager Birdie Tebbetts referred to Dalkowski’s fastball as his radio pitch, meaning “you can hear it, but you can’t see it.” Baltimore Orioles manager Paul Richards said, “I honestly think I have never seen anyone throw harder than Steve Dalkowski.” Veteran Eddie Robinson (1942 and 1946–1957) was quoted, “I’ve batted against the fastest from Feller on down. I believe this boy is faster.” There are even stories that Ted Williams once faced Dalkowski in batting practice during spring training at Scottsdale, Arizona. According to myth, Williams watched one pitch speed past him, whereupon he walked away claiming that Dalkowski was the “fastest ever.” In an interesting interview in the Hartford Courant on December 14, 1975, Dalkowski certainly remembered it that way. He stated, “He got scared. He couldn’t believe it.”


For the record, I interviewed legendary slugger Dick Allen on this topic. Allen faced Dalkowski in the minor leagues, and asserted that the eccentric lefty threw harder than anyone he would ever see (including Sandy Koufax).


Remarkably, Steve Dalkowski stood 5’11”, and weighed only 175 pounds in his prime. Considering that Steve’s size is roughly equivalent to that of former San Francisco Giant speed-baller Tim Lincecum, it is apparent that you don’t have to be physically large to hurl a baseball at high velocity. It’s true that most of the pitchers on the following list tended to be big, powerful men, but, big or not, they all had an uncanny ability to whip their arms with extraordinary torque. Their common skill is one of the most romanticized in the world of sports, and the debate about their relative power will continue.


Before concluding, however, we should, at least mention reliever Aroldis Chapman (2010–present). Since so-called closers don’t throw as many pitches as starters, we should expect them to perform at higher velocities. Yet, Chapman’s record of hurling over sixty pitches at 104 mph (or more) must be regarded as a genuinely historic accomplishment.



	1. Walter Johnson—1907–1927

	2. Nolan Ryan—1966–1993

	3. Bob Feller—1936–1941 and 1945–1956

	4. Lefty Grove—1925–1941

	5. Randy Johnson—1988–2009

	6. Sandy Koufax—1955–1966

	7. J. R. Richard—1971–1980

	8. Justin Verlander—2005–Present

	9. Herb Score—1955–1962

	10. Smoky Joe Wood—1908–1915 and 1917 and 1919–1920






HONORABLE MENTIONS

Amos Rusie—1889–1896 and 1897–1898 and 1901


Dazzy Vance—1915 and 1918 and 1922–1935


Jim Maloney—1960–1971


Sam McDowell—1961–1975


Vida Blue—1969–1986


Dwight “Doc” Gooden—1984–2000


Roger Clemens—1984–2007


Jacob deGrom—2014–Present





NEGRO LEAGUES

Smokey Joe Williams—1918–1932


Bullet Joe Rogan—1920–1938


Cannonball Dick Redding—1916–1931


Satchel Paige—1927–1947 and 1950 (MLB: 1948–1949 and 1951–1953 and 1965)


Slim Jones—1933–1938





TEN FASTEST RUNNERS

In order to discuss the fastest runners in baseball, it is necessary to first establish the standard for “fastest” in this context. The single most important application of foot speed in baseball is running from home plate to first base after making contact with the ball. Usually, contact occurs while swinging, but, occasionally, it happens during bunting. There is an important distinction between the two functions. It is generally much harder to accelerate toward first base after swinging than after bunting. Some “slap hitters” are the exceptions. Certain left-handed batsmen who focus on speed over power develop a style where they are “falling” toward first as they swing. This approach tends to compromise batting power, but helps to catapult the runner down the first base line. Of course, it is significantly easier to reach first base when batting from the left side rather than from the right.


Running from home to first is primarily important because it is the function of foot speed that is used most often in baseball. Running out extra-base hits or advancing around the bases on a teammate’s hit is also a valuable example of this skill. Watching a particularly speedy player record a triple or inside-the-park homer is one of baseball’s most exhilarating visual experiences, and most of us wish that it happened more often. Depending on the position, speed can be critical in achieving defensive prowess as well. Running fast is helpful for any outfielder, but, in center field, it is essential.


Mickey Mantle was timed at 3.1 seconds from home to first after swinging the bat from the left side. That is particularly impressive when considering how hard Mantle swung. This phenomenon was not a one-time aberration. It was recorded by many different observers over a period of several years. Let’s be honest. We normally expect African-American athletes to dominate in the field of sprinting. They generally prevail in almost every test of foot speed, including my informal list. However, Mickey Mantle was one of those rare talents who superseded all the traditional athletic norms. Although we will never know the identity of baseball’s fastest player with certainty, Mantle has the best résumé to place him at the top.


Most readers will be surprised to see Joe Caffie’s name in the number 2 position. I was not familiar with him either until I started making inquiries into this topic. He was first mentioned to me by Rocky Colavito when I was talking to Rocky about his great throwing arm. I asked for some nominees in the area of running speed, and Colavito instantly thought of Caffie. I then did the follow-up research, and, frankly, I was overwhelmed. Joe only played two big-league seasons, but he could fly. In the April 20, 1957, edition of the Pittsburgh Courier, Luke Easter was quoted, “We clocked him in three seconds flat from home plate to first base. I have seen a lot of fast ones, but this Caffie is the fastest.”


Contemporary speedster Billy Hamilton is slotted at number 3, and it should be acknowledged that he might be baseball’s fastest ever. Since Hamilton bats from the right side, it is difficult to compare his “time to first” (aka TT1) to lefties like Mantle (lefty, most of the time) and Caffie. Either way, the man has astounding speed, and must be included in the conversation for the top spot.


Moving down the list, the most familiar name is probably Deion Sanders. Like Bo Jackson, Deion was best known for flying around the football field, but he also left his mark on the baseball diamond. Some of the older fellows may not be readily recognizable to modern fans, but they all possessed blazing speed. For example, George Washington Case won a match race against rookie speedster Gil Coan at Griffith Stadium on August 21, 1946. Running in baseball cleats across the grass outfield in his uniform, Case was timed at 10 seconds flat for 100 yards. Folks from the track world were skeptical of that time, so Bill Veeck (Case’s Cleveland Indians owner) put up $1,000 for Jesse Owens to challenge his fleet outfielder.


The showdown was arranged for September 8, 1946, at Cleveland’s Municipal Stadium. At the time, Owens was 32 years old, but reported himself in “top condition” as a result of several other exhibition races that summer. Jesse won the contest, but it was highly competitive. Owens was clocked at 9.9 seconds, while the 31-year-old Case duplicated his earlier time of 10-flat. The existing world record (then still coheld by Jesse) was 9.4 seconds, but remember that those record-making sprints were performed on tracks with shorts and track shoes. A time of 10-flat under the subject conditions indicates that Case was really hauling!


Also consider Pedro Ramos who, despite being a pitcher, had quite a motor. He challenged Phillies speed king Richie Ashburn to a duel during spring training in 1959. Although denied permission by his manager, Ashburn agreed to an 80-yard runoff in Orlando on March 30. After losing by 5 yards, Richie wished that he hadn’t bothered. Ramos then threw down the gauntlet to Mickey Mantle, whereupon the Mighty Mick picked it up. Unfortunately, Yankee skipper Casey Stengel forbade Mantle’s participation. Too bad. That would have been like Secretariat going head to head with Man O’ War. All of the fellows listed below could run like the wind, and there are many others who could also be included.



	1. Mickey Mantle—1951–1968

	2. Joe Caffie—1956–1957

	3. Billy Hamilton—2013–Present

	4. Willie Davis—1960–1979

	5. Sam Jethroe—1950–1952 and 1954

	6. Vada Pinson—1958–1975

	7. Deion Sanders—1989–2001

	8. George Case—1937–1947

	9. Willie Wilson—1976–1994

	10. Pedro Ramos—1955–1967 and 1969–1970 and Carlos Gomez—2007–2019 (tie)

	10. Ichiro Suzuki—2001–2009 and Carlos Gomez—2007–2009 (tie)






HONORABLE MENTIONS

“Sliding” Billy Hamilton—1888–1901


Evar Swanson—1929–1930 and 1932–1934


Richie Ashburn—1948–1962


Miguel Dilone—1974-1985


Rickey Henderson—1979–2003


Vince Coleman—1985–1997


Bo Jackson—1986–1991 and 1993–1994


Kenny Lofton—1991–2007


Ichiro Suzuki—2001–2019


Carl Crawford—2002–2016


Jacoby Ellsbury—2007–2017





NEGRO LEAGUES

James “Cool Papa” Bell—1922–1946


Bernardo Baro—1917–1929





FASTEST RUNNERS BY POSITION

1B: Jimmie Foxx—1925–1942 and 1944–1945


2B: Jackie Robinson—1947–1956


3B: Chone Figgins—2002–2012 and 2014


SS: Jose Reyes—2003–2018


OF: Mickey Mantle—1951–1968


OF: Joe Caffie—1956–1957


OF: Willie Davis—1960–1979


C: Jason Kendall—1996–2010


P: Pedro Ramos—1955–1967 and 1969–1970





TEN LONGEST HITTERS POUND FOR POUND

This is a topic that we rarely consider, but perhaps we should pay more attention. In boxing and wrestling, we arrange for competition according to equivalent body mass. Of course, we can’t do that in Major League Baseball, but we can, at least, recognize those men who generated the most power for their size. Some of the weights attributed to the men on the following list may not reflect their maximum career bulk. Those numbers, however, show the weight at which they competed for the longest time.


Jimmy Wynn seems like the logical number 1 in this category. His weight of 168 pounds has been confirmed for his entire big-league career, yet his legacy of long drives is remarkable. Remember that his 507-foot blast in Cincinnati on June 10, 1967, has been confirmed. The exact landing place has been recorded on film, and the flight distance has been actually measured. Right behind the “Toy Cannon” is 19th-century legend Lip Pike. By all accounts, he weighed only about 160 pounds, but he propelled balls for prodigious distances. It is a shame that we do not have exact data for the comparative flight capabilities of baseballs used in the 1800s and subsequent eras. If we did, the ranking process would be more reliable. Suffice to say that all the listed individuals could really pack a punch.


Jimmy Wynn—168 pounds—1963–1977


Lipman Pike—160 pounds—1871–1878 and 1881 and 1887


Buck Freeman—175 pounds—1891 and 1898–1907


Hank Thompson—172 pounds—1947 and 1949–1956


Ernie Banks—175 pounds—1953–1971


Willie Mays—176 pounds—1951–1952 and 1954–1973


Eric Davis—178 pounds—1984–2001


Harry Stovey—180 pounds—1880–1893


Chet Laabs—175 pounds—1937–1947


Mel Ott—178 pounds—1926–1947





NEGRO LEAGUES

Charles “Chino” Smith—168 pounds—1925–1930


Norman “Turkey” Stearnes—170 pounds—1923–1940









SOURCES

This section is intended primarily for the more dedicated baseball enthusiasts. They may wish to confirm my estimates of baseball’s longest drives, which constitutes the foundation of this book. Accordingly, we will include a discussion of the sources themselves along with a list of those sources for the ten longest drives of the ten top-rated sluggers. We will also discuss ballpark configurations as well as the technical or scientific components of the estimation process.


Almost all the sources for the home runs of the older players are eyewitness accounts printed in the thousands of newspapers published in North America. In the case of Babe Ruth’s, during his years (1920–1934) as a New York Yankee, there were about 15 daily newspapers printed in the Big Apple. Since that era slightly overlapped the onset of radio coverage and completely predated television, those newspaper accounts tended to be highly descriptive. On average, there were about five daily papers in the other Major League towns as well. All those old newspaper editions are still available either on microfilm in libraries or, more and more, on the Internet. Accordingly, if anyone takes the time to look them up, it is a relatively straightforward task to determine where all 714 Ruthian homers landed. With the advent of TV and, ultimately, with the proliferation of computer technology, the importance of newspaper research has declined. It still plays a key role in developing information about the older players, but you don’t need papers to follow the modern guys. Just turn on your television or computer, and you are all set.


For all home runs, whether I have seen them personally or not, I have implemented the standard of supplying the reader with two primary sources (mostly newspaper accounts) for confirmation. If the subject event is truly historic in nature, in my research I strived for as many sources as possible. For example, since I maintain that Babe Ruth’s center field blast in Detroit on July 18, 1921, is baseball’s longest-ever home run, I have tracked down as many eyewitness accounts as I could. There are 18 of them. That event, however, is unique, and another example might be more revealing. How about Jimmie Foxx’s tremendous shot over Comiskey Park’s left center field rooftop on June 16, 1936? For that event, which is historically significant but not one of a kind, I have accrued seven accounts.


Let’s say that I’m researching Henry Aaron’s home run off Sandy Koufax at Milwaukee’s County Stadium on June 27, 1958. By referencing the Los Angeles Times, which is available in many libraries around the country, I found an account saying that the ball flew into the left center field bleachers for a ride of 395 feet. A good shot, for sure, but nothing exceptional. Considering the usual degree of reliability for that publication along with the specificity of the description, I saw no need to research that one further. And so it went for 30 years. Using a sliding scale of historical relevance, I have obtained anywhere from one to 18 accounts of all or most of the home runs of every great slugger. Whenever the first source asserted a drive of 450 feet or more, I always strived to obtain at least one additional source.


An example is Willie Stargell’s rocket over the right field grandstand roof at Pittsburgh’s Forbes Field on August 19, 1969. Working at Pennsylvania’s State Library in Harrisburg, I obtained my initial description from the Pittsburgh Press. That paper provided some convincing data that Willie’s blow completely cleared the 86-foot-high structure. Such a drive would be genuinely historic, and almost certainly would have flown over 450 feet. As a result, I went directly back to the service desk, and requested the microfilm reel for the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette for the same date. Sure enough, the Post-Gazette confirmed the depiction from the Press, which pretty much sealed the deal in my mind.


That brings us to another important source, which is the player himself. Staying with the Willie Stargell model, I met “Pops” at the Hilton Hotel in downtown Pittsburgh in 1983. This was not a typical interview, mostly for two reasons. Willie was retired at that point, and he was an unusually personable fellow. We had lunch inside the Hilton, which contrasts to the usual five-minute pre-game locker room chat one typically gets with active players. Stargell seemed genuinely interested in my research, and conversed at length about himself and the other great distance hitters that he had seen. Afterward, he even took the time to drive me across the Allegheny River to Three Rivers Stadium. Willie and I climbed to the right field upper deck to where many of his longest homers had traveled. It was an enjoyable and informative experience.


Yet, as an historian, I couldn’t simply accept Willie’s account of his deeds. So, after returning home, I checked my notes against Stargell’s career home run log, and identified those shots that he had described. During lunch, Willie had cited his 1967 center field bomb off Don Drysdale at Forbes Field as his personal longest. While exploring Three Rivers, where he played during the second half of his career, he had singled out his upper-deckers off Ron Taylor and Gary Gentry as his mightiest at that site. It was a relatively simple matter to determine that he was referring to his homers of July 3, 1967, August 9, 1970, and May 31, 1973. Then, a follow-up trip to the library along with more sessions with the Pittsburgh Press and Pittsburgh Post-Gazette provided the formal historical confirmation.


With television, we have an immensely important tool in assessing the topic of tape measure home runs. Who wouldn’t want to see the event themselves? As a child growing up in the 1950s, I got to see some of the four-baggers recorded by such legends as Willie Mays and Frank Robinson. But, back then, the benefit was marginal. There were single black-and-white camera angles and no instant replays. More to the point, there was virtually no out-of-town coverage. Little by little, TV technology has steadily improved to where we are today. Starting with the founding of ESPN in 1979, interested fans were able to see more of the most important plays from every game. That was a major breakthrough. You might have needed to stay up late to see Reggie Jackson smacking one for the California Angels, but it was doable.


Naturally, if a guy played in your home television market, you had it much easier. Living near Philadelphia, I didn’t miss many of Mike Schmidt or Greg Luzinski’s four-baggers. As of the original writing of this book in 2009, Ryan Howard played for my hometown Phillies. Between the local coverage and the national cable networks, I never needed to look up any of Ryan’s long clouts at the library.


Finally, we address the latest and most effective source ever devised for evaluating long-distance home runs. Clearly, that is the internet. There are sites where a baseball fan can view any contemporary home run in any park anytime he or she chooses to do so. Wow! When I think of all those three-hour drives from Philly to Washington, D.C., along with those ten-hour days at the Library of Congress, I have to laugh. Chronicling the current group of sluggers will never require such relatively primitive methodology. If you’re sincere about understanding the history of Major League Baseball, it is all good.


Before moving to the topic of ballparks, we should at least mention one other source. Most of us don’t see many of any player’s career home runs while actually present at the stadium. But, “being there” is the most enjoyable way of recording the image of any sporting event. Plus, it’s usually highly effective in establishing reliable factual context. I recall Dick Allen’s walk-off homer at Philadelphia’s Connie Mack Stadium on August 19, 1966. Sitting in the lower seats just past first base, my cousin Tom Stock and I had an ideal view of the ball soaring high over the billboard atop the left field roof. If I hadn’t been there, I would not have clearly heard the gunshot-like sound, and I would not have fully comprehended the seemingly bullet-like speed with which the ball left the premises. Exiting the ballpark immediately after the game, we could hear everybody expressing their disbelief that any human being could hit a baseball with such unnatural force. I understood their perspective. I had just experienced the same sensual overload.


Regarding Major League ballparks, it is essential that anyone researching long-distance hitting familiarize themselves with this topic. Admittedly, it is a tough job. Over the life of any stadium, there are changes and alterations. Many good books are available on the subject, but my personal favorite is Phil Lowry’s Green Cathedrals (Walker & Company, 2006). It contains descriptions, dimensions, histories of alterations, and photographs of every big-league stadium from the 19th century onward. Predictably, there are also different Web sites that provide similar information. Regardless how it is done, a student of tape measure home runs must be familiar with the landing areas of those homers. Some ballparks, especially in the old days, were constructed on a smaller scale, whereby many four-baggers landed outside the confines of the stadium. In those cases, it is necessary to learn about the streets and buildings in the neighborhoods beyond the outfield fences. In this regard, I have a secret weapon.


Bruce Orser is a first-class baseball historian, who is also a wizard at using the internet to locate aerial photographs of all the ballparks as well as their adjoining neighborhoods. If I can establish an accurate description of where a ball lands outside the stadium, Bruce can reliably determine (within about 10 feet) how far it flew. A good example is Larry Doby’s classic smash over the right center field wall at Washington’s Griffith Stadium on May 24, 1951. Larry told me that the ball landed on the roof of a house during a 1985 interview at RFK Stadium in D.C. Since I was already in town, I first confirmed the landing point from the Washington Post. Next, I ventured to the stadium site, where the ballpark was long gone, but the houses were still intact. Some routine investigation brought me into contact with an elderly gentleman who had lived in the neighborhood since Doby had been coming to town. He remembered that at least one of Larry’s epic blasts had landed on a particular house, and he showed me where it was. However, since Griffith Stadium had been turned into a parking lot, I had to wait for Bruce Orser’s computer magic to figure out the actual flight distance.


This methodology is particularly effective for evaluating balls landing outside the confines of the stadiums. It is much less useful, however, for balls that are interrupted in midflight by the typical modern, enclosed ballparks. In order to compute the total flight distance of such drives (if left unimpeded), a researcher must rely on stadium knowledge along with a rudimentary understanding of the laws of physics. Once a ball has reached its apex (highest point) and is descending back to field level, it travels in a rapidly declining trajectory. In other words, it doesn’t fly nearly as far as we normally think. For the record, virtually every ball that has ever collided with a stadium structure after it passed over an outfield fence has been on a downward path. The only viable exception is the old Polo Grounds, where the grandstand roof façades were unusually close to home plate along the foul lines.


So, how do we figure out how far such drives would have flown? First, we establish where the ball collided with the stadium by using our sources. Second, we implement our stadium knowledge, and determine two measurements: the linear distance from home plate and the height above the playing field where the ball was interrupted. Returning to our sources, we must also determine the approximate trajectory of the ball. Was it a high fly, average drive, or a line drive? This is very important. Finally, we resort to that dreaded science of physics to finish the process.


You start with the linear distance and then add a factor of the vertical distance above field level. This is where the physics enters the picture. If the ball is a high fly, you multiply the vertical distance by a factor of .5 (one-half), and add it to the linear distance to compute how far the ball would have flown. For example, if you know that Albert Pujols hit a high fly homer that collided with an upper deck façade 400 feet away at a height of 50 feet, you can estimate that it would have flown 425 feet. Start with the 400 feet and then multiply 50 feet by one-half before adding them together.


In the case of average trajectory, the multiplier is .7 (seven-tenths), and, with line drives, the factor is 1.1 (one and one-tenth). By way of example, if that same Pujols shot had been a line drive instead of a high fly ball, we would multiply the height of 50 feet by one and one-tenth. By adding the result of 55 feet to 400 feet, we would estimate the total flight distance at 455 feet. If you think that these types of home runs are the hardest to judge, you get high marks. They are. First, it is often difficult to agree on the trajectory of a batted ball. Different witnesses will sometimes disagree on this issue. Additionally, there is not uniform agreement among physicists on the exact multipliers that should be used. I have consulted with several, and have basically provided their consensus figures. Again, an example seems appropriate.


In this case, why not use one of the most famous home runs in baseball history? It also happens to be arguably the most difficult ever to estimate. Specifically, let’s talk about Mickey Mantle’s legendary roof façade shot at Yankee Stadium on May 22, 1963. That ball was clearly on a line drive trajectory when it smashed into the ornate right field roof façade 370 linear feet away at a height of 110 feet above field level. If you apply the standard formula, you arrive at 491 feet. But, we know that this particular drive did not fit into a neat little box. Mickey emphatically categorized it as the hardest ball he ever hit, and all eyewitnesses confirm that it was struck on a vicious line trajectory. Accordingly, we should increase the standard line drive multiplier of 1.1. But, by how much?


We know that the ball nearly bounced back to the second baseman. This is a clear indicator that it was still flying at a high rate of speed at the moment of impact. Some highly qualified scientists have studied the existing film footage and attempted to calculate the elapsed time before the ball hit the façade. The problem is that the film is not definitive; it doesn’t follow the entire flight path. As a result, different physicists have offered different estimates. They have ranged from 600 feet down to 500 feet. My personal estimate is 540 feet. Hopefully, this example demonstrates the degree of difficulty in estimating home runs knocked down in midflight.


That is the basic story of how I have estimated the home runs discussed in this book. I will now identify two sources for all of the 10 longest home runs attributed to each of the top ten sluggers. Upon request, the sources are also available for every power hitter featured in this book by sending an email addressed to TK. As the reader will note, there is generally only one source for most of the modern homers. This phenomenon has already been explained. With improving technology and communication, I have witnessed a higher percentage of home runs in recent years. In those instances, the source is simply identified “Author Eyewitness.” Everyone is encouraged to make their own estimates. You might enjoy the process; obviously I did.



REGGIE JACKSON

July 13, 1971—Reggie Jackson Interview, 1986, and Author Eyewitness.


July 5, 1969—Reggie Jackson Interview, 1986, and Oakland Tribune, July 6, 1969.


April 20, 1969—Reggie Jackson Interview, 1986, and Oakland Tribune, April 21, 1969.


July 20, 1976—Baltimore Sun and Washington Post, July 21, 1976.


September 1, 1968—San Francisco Examiner and Los Angeles Times, September 2, 1968.


June 16, 1969—Oakland Tribune and San Francisco Chronicle, June 17, 1969.


July 20, 1973—San Francisco Examiner and San Francisco Chronicle, July 21, 1973.


July 6, 1971—Chicago Tribune and Chicago Sun-Times, July 7, 1971.


June 23, 1972—Oakland Tribune and San Francisco Examiner, June 24, 1972.


April 15, 1983—Author Eyewitness and Los Angeles Times, April 16, 1983.


HARMON KILLEBREW

June 3, 1967—Harmon Killebrew Interview, 1988, and Sporting News, June 17, 1967.


June 4, 1967—Minneapolis Star, June 5, 1967, and Sporting News, June 17, 1967.


August 3, 1962—Harmon Killebrew Interview and Minneapolis Tribune, August 14, 1962.


August 6, 1960—Harmon Killebrew Interview, 1988, and Washington Star, August 7, 1960.


June 19, 1959—Washington Star and Washington Post, June 20, 1959.


July 11, 1959—Washington Post and New York Times /UPI, July 12, 1959.


May 10, 1961—Minneapolis Star and Minneapolis Tribune, May 11, 1961.


June 18, 1963—Chicago Tribune and Minneapolis Tribune, June 19, 1963.


June 20, 1966—Minneapolis Star and Minneapolis Tribune, June 21, 1966.


April 30, 1961—Minneapolis Star and Minneapolis Tribune, May 1, 1961.





WILLIE McCOVEY

September 4, 1966—Bob Gibson Interview, 1987, and St. Louis Post-Dispatch, September 6, 1966.


May 22, 1967—Philadelphia Bulletin and Oakland Tribune, May 23, 1967.


September 16, 1966—San Francisco Chronicle and New York Daily News, September 17, 1966.
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