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  The authors and Rowman & Littlefield assume no liability for accidents happening to, or injuries sustained by, readers who engage in the activities described in this book.


  CAUTION


  Outdoor recreational activities are by their very nature potentially hazardous. All participants in such activities must assume responsibility for their own actions and safety. The information contained in this guidebook cannot replace sound judgment and good decision-making skills, which help reduce exposure, nor does the scope of this book allow for the disclosure of all the potential hazards and risks involved in such activities. Learn as much as possible about the outdoor recreational activities in which you participate, prepare for the unexpected, and be cautious. The reward will be a safer and more enjoyable experience.


  To Diann, my alpha partner, ursophile, and tracking friend, for all her loving support and help.


  JH


  In memory of my grandfather Joseph Bruchac Jr., whose feet followed these tracks long before I was born.


  JB


  Contents


  Acknowledgments


  Introduction


  About Tracking


  Field Notes and Preserving Tracks


  Make Your Own Track Plates


  Scats and Bird Pellets


  Anatomy and Footprint Nomenclature


  Track Measurements


  Gaits and Trails


  Trail Measurements


  Glossary of Terms


  How to Use Scats and Tracks


  Illustrations


  How to Use the Track Accounts


  Visual Key to Tracks


  Scats and Tracks of the Southeast


  Invertebrates: Crabs


  Amphibians: Newts, Salamanders, Toads, and Frogs


  Reptiles: Lizards, Turtles, and Snakes


  Avians: Birds


  Marsupial: Opossum


  Insectivores: Shrews


  Armadillo


  Canids: Dogs


  Felids: Cougars and Relatives


  Ursid: Black Bear


  Procyonids: Ringtails and Raccoons


  Mustelids: Weasels and Their Relatives


  Lagomorphs: Rabbits


  Rodents: Squirrels, Mice, Muskrat, and Relatives


  Hoofed Mammals: Boars and Deer


  Selected Reading


  About the Authors and Illustrator


  Acknowledgments


  First and foremost, I wish to thank all my students for their years of questions and help, but most of all for the time we’ve shared tracking and studying in the field. I also wish to thank Steve Engel (Animal Tracks, Bend, Oregon) for providing information on nutria tracks, Terry McEneany (Yellowstone National Park) for his help with bird tracks, and Phil Tanimoto for his help with ocelot tracks.


  —James C. Halfpenny


  I would like to thank all those who helped with my research, including Jean Hoinf, Melodee James, Eileen Kreiling, Bob Sylvester (Catskill Game Farm), Ward Stone (New York State pathologist), Rob DiGiovanni (senior biologist, River Head Foundation for Marine Research), Jeffrey A. Gottlieb, and April St. Francis (chief of the Abenaki Nation Vermont).


  —Jim Bruchac


  Introduction


  By the late 1970s, the era of watchable wildlife had arrived in the United States. Baby boomers wanted to turn to and experience the outdoors. Television brought wildlife closer than ever. Birding thrived. Today, more than ever, millions of people want to watch wild animals. Wildlife is not always easy to find and observe, though. Finding animal tracks and signs is an exciting alternative to seeing the animals themselves. Trackable wildlife adds another dimension to the outdoor experience. Todd, Jim, and I wish to share that dimension—the joy of reading stories written in the soil and snow.


  Upwards of ten books on tracking were written in the United States during each decade of the twentieth century, and that trend continues in the twenty-first century. Most of these books are general, covering the United States or all of North America. In Scats and Tracks of the Southeast, we focus on one biogeographic region, with details about the region’s most common or characteristic species of mammals, birds, reptiles, and amphibians. (We have included a few rare species because of their particular interest or significance in a region. We’ve intentionally limited the number of species covered in order to keep the information manageable. This guide is small, allowing you to carry it in a pack or pocket and use it frequently.


  As your knowledge and interest in tracking grows, you may want to find additional information and help. Key references are listed in Selected Reading. For a more detailed investigation of tracking, I recommend my book A Field Guide to Mammal Tracking in North America (1986), and titles by Mark Elbroch, Louis Liebenberg, Jim Lowery, David Moskowitz, Olaus Murie, L. R. Forrest, and Paul Rezendes.


  Our organizations provide interactive access to expand your tracking background A Naturalist’s World (ANW) is an ecologically oriented company dedicated to providing educational programs and materials that reflect the natural history of North America. Diann Thompson and I run the daily business, teach classes, and lead programs. Our on-site classes provide hands-on experience and in-depth information about animals, their tracks, and the ecology of their environments. In addition to tracking classes, our field programs cover bears, wolves, winter ecology, the northern lights, and alpine ecology. ANW also provides books, videos, slide shows, and computer programs for self-study and as teaching and field aids. Class schedules, product information, and information about ANW can be obtained from PO Box 989, Gardiner, MT 59030; (406) 848-9458; www.tracknature.com. For forensic tracking help, go to our subsidiary, TrackSceneInvestigations.com.


  The Ndakinna Wilderness Project directed by Jim Bruchac offers animal tracking classes and adventures for all ages. Tracking trips venture into the Adirondacks and other Northeast forests by foot, snowshoe, or kayak. Other topics offered by Ndakinna include natural history, basic wilderness skills, and northeastern native culture. Many classes take place at the Ndakinna Education Center & Nature Preserve in Greenfield Center, New York. Class schedules and general information can be obtained from 23 Middle Grove Rd., Greenfield Center, NY 12833; (518) 583-9958; www.ndakinna.com.


  —James C. Halfpenny


  About Tracking


  Tracking is for everyone, beginner and expert, young and old. The fun of nature’s challenge is solving the mystery written in the trail. Prepare yourself by learning the background and basics of tracking before exercising your skills in the field.


  Field Notes and Preserving Tracks


  To the natural history detective, the track and trail are things of great beauty and significance. They tell part of the story of an animal’s life. Tracks and trails deserve to be preserved, both to increase your knowledge and as a record you can share with others. Preservation is commonly made in the form of written notes, casts, or photographs.


  Perhaps the most important item in the naturalist’s tool kit is the field notebook. Field notes can jog the memory and facilitate better retention of knowledge. The notes can be analyzed later and can be preserved as records of chance encounters. Writing good field notes is an art form and a science in itself. Field notes are a source of pride when shown to others and may gain recognition for recording rare and unusual events. And need we mention how quickly memories, especially for details, fade when not preserved?


  While great and complex systems have been designed for complete and accurate records, there are really but three requirements for the tracker: ruler, paper, and pen. With these, every trail becomes a record for later analysis and sharing. We cannot emphasize enough the importance of enhancing your tracking experience by keeping notes to which you can later refer!


  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  Make Your Own Track Plates


  

  

  

  

  Scats and Bird Pellets
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  Anatomy and Footprint Nomenclature


  

  

  Shapes of Scats


  [image: Spheres Rabbits and their relatives rabbit Spheres, elongate Rodents, shrews, deer, and their relatives woodrat shrew elk coyote bear raccoon mountain lion mink Canada goose lizard Cords, long and thick Wolves, bears, raccoons, and their relatives Cords, thick and often constricted Mountain lions and their relatives Cords, often folded Weasels and their relatives Cords, long and thin, often with nitrogenous deposits Birds, reptiles, and amphibians]


  

  Track Measurements
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  Gaits and Trails
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  Trail Measurements
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