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Introduction


Fan (noun): an enthusiastic devotee, usually as a spectator; an ardent admirer or enthusiast.

When it comes to sports fandom, I would say that Merriam-Webster had done a bit of an undersell—especially when it comes to New Yorkers.

As sports fans, we live and breathe our teams. We’re elated by wins and die a bit in defeat. We’re passionate. When we love a team, we love them for life. We surround ourselves with those who love. We make sure our family shares our love, whether this generation or the next. We can remember our first sports memory. The first time we jumped up and down watching our team win, the first time we ran into our rooms crying after a defeat.

When it comes to being a Knicks fan, you take the good with the bad. Sometimes there’s more bad than good, but it doesn’t matter. When you’re a Knicks fan, you’re a Knicks fan for life. Nothing is going to change that. Just watch any road game when you can hear the New York faithful louder than the local “fans.”

The Knicks are “our” team. “We” won the game. “We” played well. While we may not step onto the court, we celebrate when they win and are crushed when they lose. We wear our fandom on our sleeves.

Now, fair-weather fans come and go, but we never leave. That’s what it means to be a New Yorker. That’s what it means to be a Knicks fan.

x
In the following pages you will find questions that remind you of your early days watching the team—whether at the Garden, in your home, or with friends at a bar. Of staying up late, hiding a radio under your covers so your parents think you’re sleeping. There will be statistics that go back more than half a century, as well as moments that happened last month. But whenever they happened, we can often remember them like it was yesterday.

We hope you enjoy the three hundred questions that follow. The thing to remember is that, whether you find the questions easy or difficult, it does not mean you are a better or worse fan. You know what you know, and anything you don’t know just becomes new information added to your fandom Rolodex.

So enjoy this book for its intended purpose: to have fun and relive all the moments that make the New York Knicks the best team in all of sports.
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Chapter 1 
Franchise History


When the Basketball Association of America (BAA) formed in 1946, one of the original franchises was the New York Knickerbockers—Knicks for short. Throughout the franchise’s storied history, they have always been a New York City staple. Playing at Madison Square Garden/The World’s Most Famous Arena/The Basketball Mecca comes with added pressure—and a lot of scrutiny. And while some are unable to take the heat, those that embrace it are able to not only survive, but thrive in NYC. As the great Frank Sinatra said in “New York, New York,” “If I can make it there, I’ll make it anywhere.” Those works could not be truer for this city. Walt “Clyde” Frazier retired from the NBA more than forty-five years ago, yet he is still a pillar of the New York sports community and revered by Knicks fans young and old. If you give your all, you’ll be embraced forever. Patrick Ewing was unable to get a ring, but from all the blood, sweat, and tears he left out on the court, he will always be a championship in the eyes of all Knicks fans. So for those wondering, the answer is a resounding “yes.” If you can make it here, you can make it anywhere.
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1. The Knicks are credited with playing the first professional game in basketball history, which took place on November 1, 1946. Can you name their opponent, where the game was held, and who won?

	2. What was their record in that inaugural season?

	3. Did they make the playoffs? If so, how did they do?

	4. The Knickerbockers were one of the inaugural eleven teams of the BAA (Basketball Association of America, which later becamer the NBA) for the 1946-47 season. How many other teams from that inaugural season are still active?

	5. At the completion of the 2025–26 NBA season, what is the Knicks franchise winning percentage?

	A. 52 percent

	B. 49 percent

	C. 50 percent

	D. 44 percent

	6. What is the definition of a “Knickerbocker,” and how did the name come to be for the franchise?
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7. Which three now-defunct franchises—who only played a single season—never beat the Knicks?

	8. Which number is retired twice, and who are they for?

	9. How many total Knicks have banners hanging in the rafters of MSG, and can you name them?

	10. Which player broke the NBA’s color barrier by signing with the Knicks?

	11. The Knicks were also the first team to have an all-Black roster. Can you name the coach and the season?

	12. Through the 2025–26 season, which active franchise do the Knicks have the highest winning percentage against?

	13. Through the 2025–26 season, which active franchise do the Knicks have the lowest winning percentage against?
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14. There is only one team in which the Knicks have scored more than 5,000 points against. Can you name the team?

	15. Which team do the Knicks have the highest PPG against?

	A. Sacramento Kings

	B. Phoenix Suns

	C. Washington Wizards

	D. Denver Nuggets

	16. Of the twenty-nine active opponents, which sixteen do the Knicks have a losing record against?

	17. Which number has been worn the most by a Knick? Who is the most recent player to wear that number?

	18. Which numbers have been worn by only one player?

	19. Which numbers have never been worn by a Knick?

	20. Before the 1973-74 season, no player had worn number 46 in league history. Which Knick was the first person to wear that number?

	5A. Henry Bibby

	B. Dennis Bell

	C. Tom Riker

	D. Harthorne Wingo

	21. Which two Knicks were teammates the longest?

	A. Bill Bradley and Walt Frazier

	B. Bill Bradley and Dave DeBusschere

	C. Patrick Ewing and Charles Oakley

	D. Patrick Ewing and John Starks

	22. What interesting fact below is true about the 1969–70 Knicks?

	A. They led the league in assists.

	B. They had a free throw percentage lower than the league average.

	C. They had three players averaging 20 points per game.

	D. They had five All-Stars on their roster.

	23. Do you know the winning percentage for the Knicks in each decade? (Note: 1950s is from the 1949–50 season through the 1958–59 season, and so on.)

	24. What are the most consecutive seasons in which the Knicks finished first in their division?
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25. The 1969–70 Knicks had one of the highest point differentials in league history (+745), but in what season did the Knicks have one of the worst point differentials in league history?

	26. What are the most consecutive wins in a single season?

	27. What are the most consecutive losses in a single season?

	28. In what season did the Knicks have the most home victories?

	A. 1972–73

	B. 1988–89

	C. 1992–93

	D. 1969–70

	E. 2025–26

	29. In what season did the Knicks have the most road victories?

	A. 1969–70

	B. 1993–94

	C. 2025–26

	D. 1996–97

	E. 1980–81

	7

30. What about home losses?

	A. 2014–15

	B. 2018–19

	C. 1985–86

	D. 1963–64

	E. 1990–91

	31. What about road losses?

	A. 1986–87

	B. 2005–06

	C. 2014–15

	D. 1984–85

	E. 1965–66

	32. What is the team record for points scored in a game that ended in regulation?

	A. 140

	B. 149

	C. 155

	D. 152

	E. 163

	33. What is the team record for points scored in a game that went into overtime?

	A. 175

	B. 151

	C. 180

	D. 163
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34. What is the team record for points scored in the first quarter?

	A. 40

	B. 42

	C. 39

	D. 48

	35. What is the team record for points scored in the second quarter?

	A. 40

	B. 45

	C. 49

	D. 53

	36. What is the team record for points scored in the third quarter?

	A. 40

	B. 47

	C. 51

	D. 44

	37. What is the team record for points scored in the fourth quarter?

	A. 40

	B. 53

	C. 49

	D. 42
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38. What is the team record for points scored in the first half?

	A. 100

	B. 75

	C. 80

	D. 82

	39. What is the team record for points scored in the second half? (Note: Does not include games that went into overtime.)

	A. 88

	B. 80

	C. 95

	D. 83

	40. What is the most amount of points the Knicks have given up in a single quarter?

	41. There have been six players who have spent a decade or more in a Knicks uniform. Can you name them?

	42. In which season did the Knicks have the most games scoring at least 100 points?

	A. 2022–23

	B. 1966–67

	C. 1965–66

	D. 1988–89
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43. On December 27, 1955, the Knicks defeated the Philadelphia Warriors, 80–79. However, they recorded their lowest shooting percentage in a win in franchise history (in the shot clock era). What was it?

	A. .249

	B. .389

	C. .333

	D. .281

	44. What is the lowest field goal percentage for a game in franchise history (in the shot clock era)?

	A. .265

	B. .281

	C. .274

	D. .258

	45. In the three-point era (beginning in the 1979–80 season), what is the team’s single highest shooting percentage for a season?

	A. .486

	B. .491

	C. .495

	D. .496

	46. In the three-point era (beginning in the 1979–80 season), what is the team’s single lowest shooting percentage for a season?

	A. .42811

	B. .432

	C. .433

	D. .435

	47. A game between the Knicks and Syracuse Nationals had the second-most fouls in a regulation game (in the shot clock era). How many fouls were committed, how many by the Knicks, and how many of their players fouled out?

	48. What are the fewest points the Knicks have scored in a game?

	A. 60

	B. 65

	C. 58

	D. 52

	49. What were the least amount of points the Knicks scored in a game that they won?

	A. 75

	B. 70

	C. 72

	D. 69
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50. What were the most amount of points scored by the Knicks in a loss (not including overtime)?

	A. 150

	B. 147

	C. 145

	D. 143
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Chapter 1 
Franchise History 
Answers


1. The Knicks faced off against the Toronto Huskies on November 1, 1946, at Maple Leaf Gardens in Toronto, Canada. The Knicks won, 68–66, and guard Leo Gottlieb led the way with 14 points for New York.

2. They finished the season with a 33–27 record, which was third best in the BAA.

3. They did! In the BAA quarterfinals, they took down the Cleveland Rebels, two games to one. However, in the BAA semifinals, they lost to the Philadelphia Warriors, two games to none. The Warriors would go on to beat the Chicago Stags in the BAA Finals, winning the series four games to one.

4. Aside from the Knickerbockers, the only teams from that inaugural season that are still active are the Philadelphia Warriors (now the Golden State Warriors) and the Boston Celtics. 14The other inaugural, now-defunct franchises were the Cleveland Rebels (1947), Detroit Falcons (1947), Pittsburgh Ironmen (1947), Toronto Huskies (1947), Providence Steamrollers (1947–49), Chicago Stags (1947–50), St. Louis Bombers (1947–50), and Washington Capitols (1947–1951).

5. B—49 percent. At the completion of the 2025–26 NBA season, the Knicks have a record of 3,078–3,191. This is over eighty seasons, when they began in 1946–47.

6. Definition, via Merriam-Webster dictionary: Knickerbocker: a descendant of the early Dutch settlers of New York; broadly: a native or resident of the city or state of New York—used as a nickname. It refers to the style of loose, knee-length pants worn by Dutch immigrants who settled in New York in the 1600s. It was also immortalized in 1809, when author Washington Irving used the pseudonym Diedrich Knickerbocker when he wrote A History of New York. Furthermore, the first organized team in baseball history (1845) was named the “New York Knickerbockers,” or the “Knickerbocker Nine.” Then, when the BAA awarded New York a professional basketball franchise, a vote was put out, and Knickerbocker was the winner (Knicks for short). The original 1946 logo—of Father Knickerbocker—took his design elements from that of the Dutch and Irving.

7. The 1946–47 Pittsburgh Ironmen (0–6), the 1949–50 Waterloo Hawks (0–2), and the 1949–50 Denver Nuggets (0–2).

8. The number 15 is retired for Dick McGuire and Earl Monroe.

15
9. Nine: Walt Frazier (10), Dick Barnett (12), Dick McGuire and Earl Monroe (15), Willis Reed (19), Dave DeBusschere (22), Bill Bradley (24), Patrick Ewing (33), Red Holzman (613).

10. Nat “Sweetwater” Clifton signed with the Knicks in 1950. He would play his first game on November 4, 1950, scoring 16 points with 12 rebounds. An All-Star in the 1956–57 season, Clifton would be posthumously inducted into the Hall of Fame in 2014.

11. It was for the 1979–80 season that Red Holzman’s Knicks were comprised of an all-Black roster, which included such players as Bill Cartwright, Michael Ray Richardson, and Earl Monroe. When assistant coach Butch Beard (who was Black) pointed this out to the team’s iconic coach, he responded, “We are choosing the best team in talent, not in color. I don’t care if they are all green.”

12. The Knicks are 189–136 against the Wizards franchise (in all iterations), with a .581 winning percentage.

13. The Knicks are 193–309 against the Celtics franchise, with a .384 winning percentage.

14. Based on the previous questions and answers, you may have already realized that it was probably the Celtics. An original franchise, the Knicks have played a total of 502 games against Boston, scoring 51,272 points (and having 52,925 scored against). The next team they’ll hit the 50k number against will 16be the Philadelphia 76ers, as they’ve scored 49,844 over 481 games (with the Sixers putting up 50,201 against).

15. D—Denver Nuggets. Averaging 107.11 points per game, the Knicks have the highest PPG against Denver. A very close second is the Washington Wizards, with a PPG of 107.04.

16. While we already noted the Celtics, the Knicks also have a losing record against the Lakers (127–176), Spurs (47–60), 76ers (124–266), Trail Blazers (57–70), Mavericks (42–48), Warriors (166–188) SuperSonics/Thunder (68–77), Bucks (112–126) Suns (68–74), Bulls (122–131), Raptors (58–61), Hawks (195–204), Royals/Kings (154–160) Magic (68–70), and Nuggets (51–52).

17. The number 5 has been worn by 30 different Knicks, which is the most for any number. The most recent player to wear 5 is Jose Alvarado, who joined the Knicks during the 2025–26 season.

18. The numbers only worn by a single player in franchise history are: 36 (Rasheed Wallace), 37 (Matt Ryan), 46 (Dennis Bell), 49 (Shannon Anderson), 67 (Taj Gibson), 77 (Andrea Bargnani), 85 (Baron Davis), and 91 (Mindaugas Kuzminskas).

19. The numbers that have never been worn by a Knick are 27, 29, 38, 39, 47, 48, 53, 56–66, 68–76, 78–84, 86–90, and 92–99.
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20. B—Dennis Bell. Bell was the first player in league history to wear number 46, and would do so through the entirety of his Knicks career. Since Bell, only six other players (but no Knicks) have worn that number.

21. A—Bill Bradley and Walt Frazier. The duo played a combined 688 games together, which is the most in franchise history.

22. B—They had a free throw percentage lower than the league average. The Knicks shot .733 from the charity stripe on the season, while the league average was .751.

23. 1950s: 388–314 (.553); 1960s: 314–485 (.393); 1970s: 458–362 (.559); 1980s: 374–446 (.456); 1990s: 481–307 (.610); 2000s: 348–472 (.424); 2010s: 324–480 (.403); 2020s*: 300–248 (.547) * Through the 2025–26 season.

24. The Knicks finished in first place of the Eastern Conference Atlantic Division in three consecutive seasons: 1991–92 (51–31), 1992–93 (60–22), and 1993–94 (57–25). Note that they technically finished in second in the 1991–92 season, but finished the year with the same record as the Boston Celtics.

25. There are actually two seasons that deserve to be pointed out, as both teams finished with matching 17–65 records. The 2014–15 Knicks were a different breed of bad. Finishing last in total points scored (7535), they had a point differential of -764. Four years later, the 2018–19 Knicks had the third-lowest total in points scored (8575) and finished the season with a point 18differential of -755. It is also the only two times in franchise history that the team won less than 20 games in a season.

26. During the 1969–70 season, the Knicks had an 18-game winning streak on their way to a 60–22 record and their first championship in franchise history.

27. During the 2018–19 season, the Knicks had an 18-game losing streak on their way to a 17–65 record.

28. C—1992–93. Going 37–4 at the Garden (60–22 overall), the Knicks had the most home wins in franchise history.

29. A—1969–70. Going 27–10 on the road (60–22 overall), the Knicks had the most road wins in franchise history.

30. B—2018–19. Going 9–32 at the Garden (17–65 overall), the Knicks had the most home losses in franchise history.

31. D—1984–85. Going 5–36 on the road (24–58 overall), the Knicks had the most road losses in franchise history.

32. D—152. On December 11, 1959, the Knicks defeated the Syracuse Nationals, 152–121. Richie Guerin broke franchise and Garden records by scoring 57 points.
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33. B—151. On December 27, 2006, the Knicks played a triple-overtime game against the Detroit Pistons. They won the game, 151–145, scoring 35 combined in overtime (with 14 in the third OT). Stephon Marbury led the Knicks with 41 points.

34. D—48. This happened twice, with the Knicks scoring 48 against the Oklahoma City Thunder on November 13, 2022. Surprisingly, they would lose the game, 145–135. The other time happened on April 1, 2026, against the Memphis Grizzlies. This game the Knicks did win, 130–119.

35. C—49. On October 17, 2018, the Knicks scored 49 points in the second quarter against the Atlanta Hawks, winning with ease, 126–107.

36. B—47. On December 5, 2025, the Knicks put up 47 points on the Utah Jazz in the third quarter (with scoring 41 in the first quarter as well). They won the game by 34, 146–112.

37. B—53. On December 26, 1967, the Knicks put up an astonishing 53 points against the Seattle SuperSonics in a game played at The Spectrum in Philadelphia. Though outscoring the Sonics by 19 in the final quarter, they still lost the game, 137–135.

38. C—80. On March 27, 2024, the Knicks dominated the Toronto Raptors on the road, leading 80–59 at the half and cruising their way to a 145–101 win.

20
39. D—83. On March 7, 2022, the Knicks were trailing the Sacramento Kings, 63–48. They came out of the locker room on fire, scoring 44 points in the third and 39 in the fourth, outscoring the Kings by 31 points in the half on their way to a 131–115 road victory. Julius Randle was the key to the turnaround, putting up 33 points in the second half and finishing
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