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Way up in the hayloft of an old red barn lived a mother cat and her new baby kittens. There were five bold and frisky little roly-poly black and white kittens, and one little striped kitten who was very, very shy.
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One day, the five bold little roly-poly black and white kittens and the one little roly-poly striped kitten who was very, very shy all sat down  and  washed  their  faces  and  paws   with
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busy little red tongues. They smoothed down their soft baby fur and stroked their whiskers and followed their mother down the ladder from the hayloft—jump, jump, jump!
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Then off they marched, straight out of the cool, dark barn, into the warm sunshine. How soft the grass felt under their paws! The five bold and frisky little kittens rolled over in the grass and kicked up their heels with joy.
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But the shy little striped kitten just stood off
by herself at the very end of the line.
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That was how she happened to see the earth push up in a little mound right in front of her. Then—pop!—up came a pointed little nose. The nose belonged to a chubby mole.
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