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        “The No Weddings series is one of the best I have read that follows one couple. Cade and Hannah are both lovable characters, the storyline is real and entertaining, and the banter is fun and witty.”
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        Fab Fantasy Fiction

      

        

      

      

      
        
        
        “Kat Bastion has done it again! … Excellent holiday novella, perfect for a cup of cocoa and snuggling under a blanket in front of the fireplace this holiday season.”

        That's What I'm Talking About

      

        

      

      

      
        
        
        “Move over, Julia Quinn and Sabrina Jeffries! Kat Bastion is an absolutely gifted author and deserves to be recognized for her talent.”

        LovesHistorical Book Reviews

      

        

      

    

  


  
    
      Best Served Ice Cold

    

    
      
        Kat Bastion

      

    

  


  
    Contents


    
    
      
        Chapter 1

      

      
        Chapter 2

      

      
        Chapter 3

      

      
        Chapter 4

      

      
        Chapter 5

      

    

    
      
        Thank You!

      

      
        Want to Read More?

      

      
        Also by Kat & Stone Bastion

      

      
        Sneak Peek of Found in Flame and Moonlight

      

      
        About the Authors

      

    

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            One

          

        

      

    

    
      Folks who used to know me swore I had an iron gut, that I could swallow anything.

      But being in a city anymore turned my stomach, left a vile taste in my mouth.

      Far too many politicians and fools.

      All stuck in an identity crisis.

      Like the idiots who dressed up hardscape with giant pots of thirsty flowers, every ten feet. Shading sidewalks with massive trees, every twenty feet. Beautifying corners and alcoves with splashing fountains. Under a skyline of sparkling entitlement skyscrapers. Above the fumes of nonstop leaf-blowers.

      All that deluded humanity crammed way too close together. Using “waterwise” toilets. Flushing down their pristine shit for someone else to shovel.

      Yet even with my strong aversion, I suffered through being there.

      Because bustling downtowns worked best for my needs.

      For those very reasons.

      The location of the morning meet had been randomly chosen.

      Jonesin’ Java.

      Some cute yuppie-concocted name.

      But on the corner of Fourth and Main, the packed place became an ideal rendezvous. Especially at quarter past eight. On a frigid blustery Wednesday. Two weeks before Christmas. In the tip of the Main Street funnel that poured nonstop into those glistening skyscrapers and the financial district.

      Across the street, the grande dame of a building wore a weathered redbrick dress. Four stories up at her neckline, faded red-and-green-striped awnings belled over windows flashing a breaking sunrise. At her feet, plate glass windows—with a line of bright red bulbs glowing along the top—suffered garish swirls of paint, bright reds and greens over billows of white.

      To the left of the door, a grinning plastic snowman tipped a hat to approaching patrons.

      Yet the bold spirit of the coffeehouse behind those windows lured allcomers. Even with all the blatant commercialism. Maybe (with all the deluded humanity) because of it. From bundled tourists to geared techies. Weary college students to stuffy tenured professors.

      Hungry businessmen networking.

      Arrogant politicians mingling.

      And one jaded soul whose unique services had been requested.

      Ready to get on with the meet, I jay-walked across the one-way street, hopped the curb near a wrought-iron lamppost, then jogged up two concrete steps to the green-painted front door.

      A gritty mix of exhaust and dust coated my lips by the time I reached for the handle.

      Then a blinding-pink puffer jacket—below a coiled white fluffy scarf, two thick fake-eyelashes, and pink pom-pom hat—burst out the door.

      I caught the door’s edge with a planted hand and held it open for Little Miss Pink.

      But then I froze at the door’s threshold. Because Christmas rock music shrieked out like audio graffiti. Blared through a cacophony of boisterous conversations. Bounced off purple, yellow, and green walls that had been decorated with a trio of chevron-patterned silver panels.

      All while glowing multicolored lights smothered the whole art-deco mess.

      Blinking.

      Like some strobing railroad warning. Danger to any who dare cross.

      Forcing any sane human to give pause.

      But my sanity had fallen into question long ago.

      And the scents of fresh bakery, roasted coffee, and a new assignment overrode the sugarcoated discomforts of the holidays.

      So I did what any professional did.

      Soldiered on.

      Warm air flowed around crowded metal tables and chairs strewn with jackets and hats, mittens and scarves.

      But I welcomed the warmth. Made no move to adjust.

      Which worked to help me blend, become invisible.

      Easy to do at that popular coffeehouse. Because of the capital city’s exploding population in the Northern Rockies state. Ranch hands and backcountry guides mingled with casual businessman and politicians. Among locals and tourists.

      With my grizzled beard, black knit watch cap, and khaki parka—over weathered jeans and dusty brown work boots—I became any of those people. To anyone caring enough to notice.

      My awareness spiked as I lumbered down a red non-slip runner. I scuffed my boots the last two steps, crossed roughed gray concrete, and ended up second in line at the counter.

      While I waited, ordered and paid, then moved to a bar counter to wait yet again, I listened to dozens of conversations. At once. Brain rifling through snippets here and there. Identifying. Categorizing. Rendering harmless. Or not.

      All filtered through the Trans-Siberian Orchestra’s techno-rock version of “Dance of the Sugar Plum Fairy.”

      Minutes later, I carted away a pair of black coffees and two muffins in a brown bag.

      Then I commandeered the best of three available tables. A four-top in the frontmost semiprivate corner, a peninsula space which jutted ten feet past the front door. Flanked on three sides by plate glass windows. Fringed on the main corners by tall red velvet drapes, swagged back by red velvet ties.

      I took the seat in the back corner, canting the metal café chair to increase my views. Views out the corner windows, at the sidewalks. Toward the steps, leading up to the door. Back through the buzzing interior, over the tables of two and four in the long dining space. Across to a matching nook opposite the door, with its four overstuffed armchairs, a couch, and a low rectangular wood table in the middle.

      Satisfied that I watched the room, while no one noticed me, I parked the coffees and muffin bag on the table, over some swirled pattern in the metal tabletop.

      I unzipped my jacket. Left on the knit watch cap.

      Then I waited. While watching. And listening. And feigning complete boredom.

      I forced a weary yawn.

      The time (in my head) ticked right past eight-thirty.

      Late.

      But then, not every client had the balls to go through with it. Wasn’t every day someone contacted a hired gun. Almost never one of my kind.

      And only the rare few even made it all the way to me. By design.

      Unsurprised by the likely no-show, I eyed the nearest untouched coffee. Considered one of the muffins.

      But on principal, I left it all alone. And made no judgement. Remained open, but alert.

      I’d give it
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