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This book is dedicated
to the memory of my dear young friend, Tiffany – a child of God,
wife, mother, daughter – who just passed away from cancer at the
tender age of 36!

She is now part of
that number in Heaven, of whom we read at Revelation 5:13, “And
every created thing which is in heaven and on the earth and under
the earth and on the sea, and all things in them, I heard saying,
"To Him who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb, be blessing and
honor and glory and dominion forever and ever." “
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INTRODUCTION

 This is the nineteenth book in the series titled,
“The Word of God Library.” God is leading His servant to have a few
commentaries published which are the result of over 41 years of
study, combined with practical experience. And while these
commentaries are expository in nature (that is, explained in some
detail), they are still intended to be devotional, heartwarming,
and as practical as possible to help believers live out their faith
in these last days of the present third age of time.

And there are
four things that we should be aware of at the outset. The first is
that the Biblical text that God gave, and which makes up God’s
Second Letter To Timothy, will be included as part of the text of
this book, so that the reader will not have to turn to the Bible to
read that text. It will appear in italics. Then secondly, each
chapter has been broken into smaller sections, which will begin
with italicized text, with a brief explanation supplied as a help
of what is covered in that particular section. And thirdly,
whenever an added word appears in the Biblical text that was
supplied by the translators from the original Greek into English as
a help to the reader, it will be noted. Then fourthly, at times
comments are supplied by the author, which will be in brackets in
the text of God’s word as an additional help to the reader.

Then we are to
also note that there is an Addenda at the back of the book with
four sections. In Addendum A, there is a brief outline of the four
ages of time, for any reading the book who might not be familiar
with this information. Then in Addendum B, there is a brief outline
of the two comings from Heaven to earth in time of God’s Son, The
Lord Jesus Christ, for any who may not be familiar with this
information either. At Addendum C, we have a brief outline of God’s
resurrection program in time; and then at Addendum D, we have a
presentation of the gospel, which is the good news that God gives
in His word regarding His Son, The Lord Jesus Christ, for any
readers who might not have as yet this vital personal relationship
with God, through faith in His Son.

What should
also be mentioned before closing this Introduction, because we are
all somewhat curious by nature, is that after completing 21 years
of formal education and then spending almost 28 years working in
Project Engineering and Management in the Corporate offices of two
large utilities, God called His servant as a non-denominational
evangelist in early 1999, and then sent him out over two thousand
miles, away from family and friends, to the place of service God
assigned, which is where His servant has been and is still serving
Him as evangelist, author, and counselor. The author is a widower
with three adopted children, all now married with a family of their
own.

Please note the
two websites listed below, which have been established for the
purpose of interacting with readers and for gospel ministry:

http://www.pilgrimpathwaypublications.com

http://servantofmosthigh.com

And now my
prayer is that God will richly bless you as you read this book, and
greatly minister to every need in your life, as only God can! To
Him be all praise, honor, and glory, with thanksgiving, both now
and forevermore! Amen.







CHAPTER
ONE

2 Timothy 1:1-18

2 Timothy 1:1,2, God’s
introduction to His second letter to Timothy as given through the
apostle Paul

As we begin
God’s second letter to Timothy, we note that God starts by giving
us an introduction, where He lets us know that it was through the
apostle that He had this letter written down and then sent to
Timothy, as we now see from 2 Timothy 1:1,2, “[1] Paul, an
apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, according to the
promise of life in Christ Jesus, “[2] To Timothy, my beloved son:
Grace, mercy and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our
Lord.”

We note that
the apostle Paul is led of God to identify himself as “an apostle
of Christ Jesus,” with the word “apostle” meaning ‘one sent out,’
which in the case of Paul was something that occurred to him at
Acts 13:1-4, which was also when Barnabas was sent out by God and
he too became an apostle, for we then note that shortly after this,
as we see at Acts 14:14, both Paul and Barnabas were now being
referred to by God as apostles. Both were now apostles “of Christ
Jesus,” due to the fact that He was their Head in Heaven giving
them directions from there, as also The Head of His whole body of
believers on earth, as we see at Ephesians 1:22,23.

For what needs
to be grasped here, and kept in mind, is that as one is saved by
God during the present third age of time, one is at that same
moment indwelt of The Holy Spirit, Who not only cleanses of all
sins ever committed against God and grants eternal life with God at
that very moment of indwelling, but also unites one to God’s Son in
Heaven and to every other believer on earth, which together form
the spiritual body of God’s Son, known as the church of God during
the present third age, noting 1 Corinthians 12:12,13,27.

As we further
see at verse 1:1 here, it was God’s will for Paul, who was Saul
before God saved him, to become an apostle of Christ Jesus. This
was not a title or a position that was bestowed on him by men, nor
was it something that Paul assumed for himself, but rather it came
as a spiritual gift from God’s ascended Son, The Lord Jesus Christ,
as we see at Ephesians 4:8,11,12, “[8] Therefore it says, "When He
ascended on high, He led captive a host of captives, and He gave
gifts to men… [11] And He gave some as apostles, and some as
prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as pastors (the correct
Biblical word is ‘shepherd’) and teachers, [12] for the equipping
of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of the
body of Christ…” We will have more to say on this in a moment, when
we also speak of Timothy.

When God goes
on at verse 1:1 here and says, “according to the promise of life in
Christ Jesus,” we are to see that He has two truths in mind. The
first is that since Paul is an apostle, which is the equivalent of
an evangelist now, whose ministry consisted of sharing the gospel,
that is, God’s good news concerning His Son and all He Has done
through Him – and especially His death at the cross to pay the
penalty of the sins of the human race, His burial, subsequent
resurrection from the dead the third day, and ascension back to His
Father’s side in Heaven – then all those who come to believe in Him
by believing that gospel message, receive eternal life with
God.

Then God’s
second truth is that this eternal life is “in Christ Jesus,” in
that in God giving His Holy Spirit to indwell a believer, one also
receives God’s Son, in Whom and through Whom comes that eternal
life, noting here Ephesians 1:13, “In Him (in Christ Jesus), you
also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your
salvation—having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the
Holy Spirit of promise,” and also 2 Corinthians 13:5, “Test
yourselves to see if you are in the faith; examine yourselves! Or
do you not recognize this about yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in
you — unless indeed you fail the test?”

God is then
seen to continue at 2 Timothy 1:2 and now identifies the human
vessel that the apostle Paul was now to write down this letter from
God for, which was “Timothy.” Here we see that this letter is being
addressed to a believer named “Timothy,” and since two letters will
be seen as being sent to him by God, then that is why these letters
are being called “God’s First Letter To Timothy” and “God’s Second
Letter To Timothy.”

And in case the
reader has not read the author’s book, “God’s First Letter To
Timothy,” we will provide some information here regarding the
question one might have here, which is: Who is this Timothy? The
first thing to note here is that God does not send just one letter
to him, but two letters were sent to him, which God does not do for
any other believers in the course of all 66 letters He gave as part
of His word, the Bible! Secondly, we note that the apostle Paul is
led of God is refer to Timothy as, “my beloved son…” The word “my”
here only lets us know that the apostle Paul, in personally knowing
Timothy, believed him to be a true believer, not that Timothy was
his literal son!

This then
brings up the question of whether the apostle was the one who led
Timothy to faith in The Lord Jesus Christ for salvation? If we turn
to Acts 16:1-3 for a moment, which is when Timothy is not only
mentioned for the first time in God’s word, but this is also the
occasion when the apostle Paul has his first contact with him, we
will then have our answer. And so we there read, “[1] Paul came
also to Derbe and to Lystra. And A DISCIPLE was there, NAMED
TIMOTHY, the son of a Jewish woman WHO WAS A BELIEVER, but his
father was a Greek, and he was well spoken of by the brethren who
were in Lystra and Iconium. [3] PAUL WANTED THIS MAN TO GO WITH HIM
and circumcised him because of the Jews who were in those parts,
for they all knew that his father was a Greek.”

What is clear
from these verses is that Timothy is identified by God as being “a
disciple” and therefore already a believer when the apostle Paul
first met him at Lystra, which was at that time a city in the
province of Galatia, which was part of the Roman Empire, which was
ruling the known world. At the time that Timothy lived there, this
whole area was known as Asia minor, but today forms part of the
country we know as Turkey. So coming back to verse 1:2, we see that
when the apostle Paul first met him, Timothy was a child of God and
a disciple of The Lord Jesus Christ, therefore one who was indeed
“beloved,” that is, loved of God as a result.

Since we see
from Acts 16:1 that Timothy’s mother was a believer, this could
have been how Timothy first came to personally know God in
salvation, although we are later told by God at 2 Timothy 1:5 that
his grandmother was also a believer, as we read there of what the
apostle Paul says to Timothy in that verse, “For I am mindful of
the sincere faith within you, which first dwelt in your grandmother
Lois and your mother Eunice, and I am sure that it is in you as
well.”

We further see
from Acts 16:2 that because Timothy was well spoken of by the other
believers of the area, the apostle Paul wanted to take him along on
his preaching of the gospel from place to place in the then known
world. We also learn that Timothy’s father was a Greek, while his
mother was Jewish. And since the apostle Paul is said to have
circumcised Timothy meant that Timothy’s father was most likely an
unbeliever.

We need to keep
in mind here that under the new covenant – which we are now in
during this third age of time, which started with the coming of The
Holy Spirit to indwell believers, as we see at Acts 2:1-4 –
circumcision of flesh is no longer a requirement of God, noting for
instance what God tells us at Galatians 5:6, “For in Christ Jesus
neither circumcision nor uncircumcision means anything, but faith
working through love.” However, since the apostle Paul’s gospel
ministry was to all nations (noting Acts 22:14,15), meant that he
would be encountering unsaved Jews, and since the apostle Paul did
all things for the sake of the gospel (noting 1 Corinthians
9:19-23) further meant that for this reason he circumcised Timothy
before taking him along with him.

What we should
also be aware of here is that out of all the traveling companions
of the apostle Paul that we see mentioned in God’s word, none is
mentioned more often that Timothy, which is one indication that it
had been God, Who had been at work in the life of Paul to make him
willing to bring Timothy along with him, and also to make Timothy
willing to leave family and friends in order to travel the then
known world as a co-worker of the apostle Paul!

Another likely
reason for the apostle Paul wanting to take Timothy along with him
was not only that he was “well-spoken of by the brethren of Lystra
and Iconium,” as we have seen from Acts 16:2, but because of what
the apostle Paul later disclosed of Timothy, when he was led of God
to write to the believers at Philippi what we read at Philippians
2:19-21, “[19] But I hope in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy to you
shortly, so that I also may be encouraged when I learn of your
condition. [20] For I have no one else of kindred spirit who will
genuinely be concerned for your welfare. [21] For they all seek
after their own interests, not those of Christ Jesus.”

What also needs
to be kept in mind as we continue is that whereas Paul was an
apostle, nevertheless, Timothy will be seen as being referred to at
2 Timothy 4:5 later as being an evangelist. And in order to briefly
explain the difference, we should note Ephesians 4:11 at this
point, where we read, “And He (God’s Son) gave some as apostles,
and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as pastors
and teachers (this here being a dual gift in the one man, which
should have been rendered as ‘shepherd/teachers’ by the
translators, as the word ‘pastor’ is not a Biblical term. Wherever
the Greek word in view here is used in Scripture, it is always
rendered as ‘shepherd’ or ‘shepherds’).

What is
important to grasp from this verse is that these men (and they are
always males, never females in Scripture) were given by the
ascended Son of God as gifts to His church on earth, so that
apostles and prophets were for the FOUNDATION STAGE in the
establishment of the early church (noting Ephesians 2:19-22), which
lasted from approximately 33 AD, with the coming of The Holy Spirit
to start the present third age, until approximately 90 AD, which
was when God’s book of Revelation was given to the apostle John for
him to write down for us.

In other words,
from the start of the present third age, God raised apostles and
prophets in each of the local churches on earth UNTIL all the
letters of the New Testament had been given, which was before the
end of the first century AD. Then AFTER all the letters of the New
Testament had been given by God, there were no apostles and
prophets raised of God in any local church on earth, but only
evangelists and shepherd/teachers! However, there was obviously a
transition period when both apostles and evangelists were on the
scene, as we see both working together in the gospel ministry team
of the apostle Paul, with Timothy the evangelist. We also have
another man, that being Philip, being mentioned as being an
evangelist at Acts 21:8.

As we continue
at 2 Timothy 1:2, we see that God leads the apostle Paul to give
the usual greeting when addressing one another by letter, saying
there to Timothy, “…grace, mercy and peace from God the Father and
Christ Jesus our Lord.” In other words, saying here, ‘may God’s
unmerited favor rest upon you, who has spared you from what you
deserve, that being death due to sin, in order to give you what you
do not deserve, which is the forgiveness of sins and eternal life
with God, in order that you might henceforth and forever enjoy
peace with God and the peace of God, as now a child of His!

2 Timothy 1:3-7, God
leads the apostle Paul to tell Timothy of his desire to see him
again and of his constant prayers for him, while also encouraging
him to continue in the ministry that God had appointed him to

As God
continues, He now has the apostle Paul remind Timothy of his desire
to see him again and of his constant prayers for him, as we now
read at 2 Timothy 1:3,4 to begin with, “[3] I thank God, whom I
serve with a clear conscience the way my forefathers did, as I
constantly remember you in my prayers night and day, [4] longing to
see you, even as I recall your tears, so that I may be filled with
joy.”

When the
apostle Paul is led to say here, “I thank God,” it is not only
because God is The only One that one can address in prayer and Who
can answer prayer, but also because it is God Who is constantly
reminding the apostle Paul to pray for Timothy, since only God
knows the needs of any of His children yet on earth, and He leads
various one’s who are available to Him to pray, that He may answer
that prayer and meet the needs of the one in need, as in the case
of Timothy here. The apostle remembers Timothy’s tears when they
last parted, and now longs to see him again, which will be
joy-filled time for him. When the apostle Paul is led to say to
Timothy, “I constantly remember you in my prayers night and day,”
he is making reference to whenever he is awake, during the day or
during the night, God constantly has Timothy on his mind for him to
pray for.

We also note
that when the apostle Paul is led to speak of God at verse 1:3
here, he refers to Him as The One He serves as an apostle, which
was with a clear conscience, that being the same way as his
forefathers, that is, as those believers in the faith before him
had also done, namely to serve God with a clear conscience, in
terms of having a heart that did not condemn one before God. Let us
note what God tells us at 1 John 3:21,22 in this regard, “[21]
Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us, we have confidence
before God; [22] and whatever we ask we receive from Him, because
we keep His commandments and do the things that are pleasing in His
sight,” which is what it means to have a clear conscience before
God!

Then we note
that at 2 Timothy 1:5-7, we now discover God’s first reason for
this letter to Timothy, which was to encourage him to continue in
his God-given ministry, as we now see, “[5] For I am mindful of
the sincere faith within you, which first dwelt in your grandmother
Lois and your mother Eunice, and I am sure that it is in you as
well. [6] For this reason I remind you to kindle afresh the gift of
God which is in you through the laying on of my hands. [7] For God
has not given us a spirit of timidity, but of power and love and
discipline.”

God begins by
having the apostle Paul mention that it is well known that Timothy
was a true believer, as he had the same “sincere faith” in God that
led to his salvation, “which first dwelt” in his “grandmother
Lois,” and then also in his “mother Eunice.” And because this was
so, in terms of Timothy being a true believer, this meant that he
was a child of God and had been saved to serve God by carrying out
His will while on earth, which is a truth that applies to all
believers. However, as God continues and now mentions at verse 2:6,
Timothy had also been given a gift by God, which he was now being
encouraged “to kindle afresh.” As we have already mentioned, and as
we see later at 2 Timothy 4:5, Timothy had been gifted by God as an
evangelist. God, Who sees all and knows all, would have known that
Timothy was starting to be less enthusiastic about sharing the
gospel of God’s Son, for which he had been appointed by God to
do.

When the
apostle Paul mentions here at verse 1:6, “the gift of God which is
in you through the laying on of my hands,” he is referring back to
when the apostle Paul first took Timothy along with him, when he
was still at his local church at Lystra and what happened on that
occasion, which is an event that God had touched upon in His first
letter to Timothy, specifically at 1 Timothy 4:14, which we need to
revisit again here, and where we read, “Do not neglect the
spiritual gift within you, which was bestowed on you through
prophetic utterance with the laying
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