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In the magic forest stands a tree, which is several hundred years old: it is Ben, the old oak tree. And inside the trunk of this old oak lives Nutty the squirrel.

It looks like it’s going to be a beautiful autumn day and Nutty decides to stock up on acorns for the winter …
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Nutty searches all over the foot of the tree but, to his great surprise, he can only find a few small rare acorns. This is worrying: usually, there are hundreds of acorns under the old oak tree.

“Hello Nutty, you seem rather preoccupied today,” a voice behind him says. It’s Naughty the rabbit, who is on his morning walk.
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“Yes indeed,” Nutty answers. “I think that the situation is serious because I can find almost no acorns this year. This is very abnormal; I am worried about the old oak. Do you think he might be sick?”

“This is very strange,” admits Naughty. “Why don’t you ask Leonard the Wizard? He often gives sound advice.”



[image: Image]



[image: Image]

“Come with me,” continues Naughty, “I was in fact going to Leonard’s house to have my arm checked; I got hurt while playing. You know, the magician always takes good care of the animals.”

A little later, our two friends reach Leonard the Wizard’s house. The waiting room is very crowded.

“Oops!” says Nutty, “we will have to be patient.”
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Nutty and Naughty sit on a chair and wait patiently for their turn.

One by one, the animals are called in by Leonard and leave his consulting room a little later with a spring in their steps. The waiting room is empty at last.

“Next!” shouts Leonard. Nutty’s turn has come …
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Nutty enters the magician’s consulting room.

“Sit down,” Leonard says to him, “And tell me, what can I do for you?”

“Ah, Master magician,” Nutty begins, “you know the big oak tree where I live? Well, I am afraid that he may be sick. Here, take a look at the only small acorn that I found, it’s not normal for such a big tree …”

Leonard listens carefully to what the small squirrel has to say. “This is certainly worrying indeed,” replies the magician …
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The magician decides to go examine the old oak tree with Nutty. When he reaches the foot of the big tree, he observes it with a worried look.

“You are right Nutty,” Leonard says, “this tree is not well at all. It is the peak of summer and he almost has no leaves left.”
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The magician starts to carefully sound the old oak, but cannot detect anything abnormal.

“Strange indeed,” Leonard says, “he seems to be in good health, and yet there must be something wrong because he does not look happy at all …”
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“Wait,” continues Leonard, “we will ask him the question directly.”

The magician grabs his magic wand and utters a strange magic spell: “Boum badaboum badabam, may the tree speak!”

Suddenly, the old oak tree begins
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