
  LADYBIRDS


  The colourful beetles of the family Coccinellidae, with their hemispherical bodies and dark spots, are most commonly known as ladybirds. There are nearly 100 different species in Europe; the commonest, the Seven-Spot Ladybird, is featured on the cover of this book. Ladybirds have an important function in gardens and fields. Most species feed on aphids which are plant pests, starting from when they are still larvae. The presence of live food also affects their reproduction: the female rejects the male when hungry, and seeks him out when full in order to mate. The female deposits her eggs directly into a colony of aphids or beside it, ensuring a readily available supply of food for its young. Ladybirds are not vibrantly coloured just to provide pleasure to the human eye. These cautionary colours warn possible attackers that they are not edible. They also defend themselves with smelly secretions from the leg joints that put off attackers.


  22-SPOT LADYBIRD



  This ladybird (Psyllobora vigintiduopunctata) has different eating habits to other species. Its main food is mildew as opposed to aphids. It is most commonly found on the forest edge and clearings, but also frequents plants that are attacked by mildew. It may sometimes wander into gardens.
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  SEVEN-SPOT LADYBIRD



  This ladybird (Coccinella septempunctata) likes to venture into gardens, where it can be observed on plants infested with aphids. Ladybirds are among the most important residents of gardens. People recognised ladybirds as the protectors of vegetables in the past, which is probably where they get their reputation of bringing good luck.
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  TWO-SPOT LADYBIRD



  This ladybird (Adalia bipunctata) comes in many colour variations. The one on the right is the usual colour variation. The one on the left, black with red spots, is the most frequently occurring variation. Their diet consists of aphids. The honeysuckle in the photograph, which had become completely besieged by aphids, was saved by the ladybirds in just a few days. Such a defence against pests can only take place in naturally-kept gardens. In gardens sprayed with pesticides, ladybirds disappear along with the pests.


  EGG-LAYING



  Ladybirds usually lay their eggs next to colonies of aphids. After a week, larvae hatch from them. They begin to feed immediately and grow rapidly. The yellow ladybird eggs are usually found on the bottom of leaves, which affords them some protection from the weather and predators.
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