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Editor’s Note

In this book, Obert is known by three names (Obert, Vincent and Allan). Obert is a child refugee from Zimbabwe. 

He was born on 24 December 1998 in the city of Kadoma at Golden Valley mining township. His father leaves his mother and abducts Allan who is barely 5 years old. Allan is taken to Sanyati village in the North of Zimbabwe, a mining town, where he experiences terrifying life-threatening abuse at the hands of his stepfamily. His instinctual drive to survive helps him to muster courage and run away. After many failed attempts, Allan finally succeeds and crosses the border at Beit Bridge into South Africa. 

His journey to Cape Town and the life he faces as a small homeless child on the run could have turned out differently. Life on the road is full of unexpected blessings and also terrifying risks. Allan’s escape from Zimbabwe to South Africa as a 6-year-old boy is an epic tale of a small child’s last attempt to choose life over death. 

The collaboration between adult strangers from the organization’s in two African countries help him achieve the impossible question “Who am I?” A South African-based charity organization - The Homestead in District Six, plays a pivotal role in Allan's rehabilitation and recovery. 

The South African Department of Social Development and the individual social workers who make up this commendable team are skilled, dedicated, and persistent in their communication with Zimbabwe consular officials. 

The Education Program, (academic and life skills) at the Homestead, and all the schools Obert attends, miraculously change this little boy's attitude, and time tells of the Homestead’s success in the life of Allan. 

Three institutions have a direct influence in the life of this child refugee: the South African Department of Social Development, The Homestead (District Six), and the Zimbabwe consular officials all help him in his quest to complete matric and find his identity. 
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In each minute, of each day, 

I do the best I can.

I know we all feel it, the struggle to find meaning in each day. My life found me and I followed its path hoping to find peace in each minute of breath I took. I looked for joy along the way and at some point, running from misery paid off unexpectedly. I completed matric, I made friends along the way, and I am not a beggar living on the street. 

Although it scared me, I overcame my fears and after twelve years I returned to the country that broke me. Children do not deserve to live in the terrifying chaos of Zimbabwe during 1998-2005. I chose to flee across the border to a foreign country. I took a dangerous path to save my life. Later, I took those same risks to go back to that country and apply for my birth certificate. I needed my identity stamp to get a matric certificate. Now, I have a passport and an identity document. I am no longer stateless or an invisible person. This is my story.
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