
        
            
                
            
        


	“Mx. Evergreen paints the harrowing in the colors of the mundane, and makes the mundane all the more harrowing for it. Ze expresses the hardest times of zir life with a seemingly effortless clarity that can only come from years of work to understand zirself. This is sharp, tense autobiographical storytelling coming from the safe hindsight of growth and love, and I reach the end wonderstruck.”

~Joy Redcedars, radix.nekoweb.org

  



“There's a terrible magic in this book that turns it into a mirror. I see myself in the desperation, the hunger, and the longing. This book is not just about a cat. It's about the author, and it's about the reader.”

~Nathaniel Luscombe, author of My Roots Can’t Leave the Ground

  



“Best Cat in Show is a timely, poignant collection. Sage Evergreen writes like a creature possessed by a story bigger than themself, blunt and sharp and gentle, all at once. Erelah Emerson's illustrations elevate this brilliant tale to new heights, as Evergreen takes a chisel and hammer to xir life, fashioning the pain of surveillance, loneliness, and longing, into a hard-fought story of trans survival. The cat does not die in this book, and I love xim for it.”

~MJ Anthony, author of Tending Clay; Unearthing Stars

  



“The first time I read Best Cat In Show by Sage Evergreen, I compared it to my childhood favorites. This new addition only builds on my past claim. Evergreen’s writing snatches your heart from your chest, and keeps it even after you set the book down. You can feel the longing for freedom, for home, and acceptance throughout every page, and though the character we see these feelings through is a cat, I could easily transport myself into the birman’s perspective. I felt myself wanting to curl up like a kitten in a pile of moss when I reread it, excited to meet an old friend again. 

“I feel it whenever I look at the book on my shelf, what an impactful feline. Small as the book is, there is so much. So much.”

~Erelah Emerson, author of Queen of Cowards

  



“Evergreen has a talent of making xir verses accessible to even those who don't read into the poetry genre's intricacies while simultaneously rending your heart asunder. The collection demands to be read in one sitting, but you'll have to catch your breath after each piece's closing – the story of Best Cat in Show asks questions of its readers – "(is it a mistake to long for peace?)" – that they'll be contemplating the answers to long after they close the book.”

~T.C. Anderson, author of The Forest

  



“In Best Cat in Show Sage Evergreen delivers a torturous tale of resilience, told through the eyes of a pedigree cat. Weaving sorrow with the hope of freedom, these poems shed light on the things people do to survive, and remind us that even de-clawed cats still dream of the hunt.”

~Sera Amoroso, author of To All The Girls I've Loved Before 
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Sage Evergreen also appears in:

There is Us: a covid-19 anthology

Faces to the Sun: a mental health anthology

  

Also from Dragon Heart Press

Unleash the Cosmos: A Space Poetry Anthology

When One World Ends, Another Begins by Nathaniel Luscombe

Tending Clay; Unearthing Stars by MJ Anthony

ThistleHeart Home by R.C. Lloyd


















the best cat in show

  

sage evergreen
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to the cats, old and new. to the dog, who i love. and to the judges, who performed a miracle for a scared cat.

-sage
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Content warnings:

self harm, medical neglect, emotional abuse, suicidal ideation
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Schedule of Events

  

i. a pedigree cat meows

ii. icarus was a blue russian

iii. gold isn't the only color an award can be

iv. an interlude

v. a silver in narrative foil

vi. the jaws that bite

vii. moggy competition

viii. the elysian fields are filled with mixed breed charmers

ix. the claws that do not catch

x. pedigree judges at a moggy competition

xi. an agreement on a tie

xii. outstanding circumstances

xiii. the forest beckons

xiv. breed standards for the cream point birman

xv. the vote has been recalled

xvi. bred for aesthetics

xvii. here comes the drop

xviii. reunion tour

xix. genetic trauma

xx. a kaleidoscope moves into one image

  

participant’s laurels: a mini-collection

  

start from the beginning

prescribed burning

the sunflower cycle

divinity on the side of the road

victory lap










i. a pedigree cat meows

  

the thing about being a cat bred for competition

is that your life is no longer your own

and even though you have strange dreams about running

through forests

far away from groomers and medals and floodlight eyes

doesn’t every cat?

it doesn’t mean anything

that your breath catches upon waking

that there is a terror you cannot explain

dropping into the pit of your stomach

not when you are chased by a fox

but when your handlers pet you

you are such a good girl, they say

something in your jaw aches at this praise

teeth that have never torn into anything harder than the

food pellets they give you

at least you are not the dog

barking and snarling but always, always

eventually giving in

(through this you learn one thing- the will of a handler is

absolute.)
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