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In this book, you will meet three children from different places in Vietnam. They will tell you about their amazing country. You will learn a lot of things you didn’t know and perhaps some things you already did. Look for similarities in traditions and customs from the Vietnamese culture and compare them to your own. 

I did my best to attempt to demonstrate the pronunciation of the Vietnamese words in (parenthesis) throughout the book. They were pronounced by authentic speakers; however, my English ears may not have heard the correct sounds. 
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Xin chào (Sin Chow), or Hello.
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Tôi tên là Minh (toy-ten-la-meen)  or my name is Mihn. I want to tell you about my country, Vietnam. I live in the Capital City of Hanoi.

Where do you think Vietnam is located?

If you said Asia, you are correct. 

To the West of Vietnam are the countries of Laos and Cambodia. The Annamite Mountains are between our western borders. To the North is the country of China. The South China Sea makes up our East and South borders.

[image: image]

––––––––
[image: image]


MY COUNTRY HAS MANY rivers that run through it.

The Red River is very important. It crosses North Vietnam and empties into the Gulf of Tonkin. 

The Mekong River is essential; it crosses South Vietnam and splits into the South China Sea. 

We have heavy rains here called monsoons that help fill our rivers with water. 

How is the weather where you live?
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The water buffalo is our National Animal. 

The Lotus Flower is our National Flower.

The Dragon is a symbol you will see a lot here in Vietnam. It is said to bring rain. It represents prosperity and power. It is the symbol of the Yang and represents the universe, life, and growth.
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Do you like Dragons?

MY COUNTRY IS VERY green. We have many green fields, mountains, and rainforests.

The temperatures are colder in the North and warmer in the South. The average temperature in Hanoi, in the summer is 86 degrees Fahrenheit or 30 degrees Celsius. In the winter it is 59 degrees Fahrenheit or 15 degrees Celsius.  

Our money is called the Dong. One Dong is about 0.000043 to a US Dollar. An average monthly salary is $145 USD or 3,314,285.71 Dong.

It is said that the native Vietnamese came from people who settled from China along the Red River and married some of the native tribes. You will learn more about the Ethnic tribes in Vietnam later in this book.

Our estimated population is about 98,953,541 in 2022.

The capital city was once called Saigon but is now called Hanoi. It is our biggest city. You have to watch out for motorbikes, bicycles, and cyclos on the busy streets.

What is a Cyclo? It is a bicycle with a cart that is attached to it. People pay to ride these. They sit in the seat and the driver pedals them where they need to go.
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Most people do not drive cars.

ABOUT 80 % OF THE PEOPLE here have no religion, 9.3 % are Buddhist, 6.7 % are Catholic (Christian), and about 2.7% can be classified as other.

I am a Buddhist which means I believe in the teachings of the great Buddha. He was an Indian Prince that lived long ago. 

Some of my friends are Taoists, which means they live in harmony with nature and believe in many gods. 

What do you believe in?

The Official language of Vietnam is Vietnamese. English and Chinese are widely spoken here as well as some ethnic dialects.
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THE VIETNAM FLAG IS red with a yellow star. The Red color stands for Communism. The yellow color of the star represents the same thing but each point of the star means something different. One point stands for farmers, one for workers, one for scholars, one for soldiers, and one for young people.
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HERE ARE SOME OF THE fun things I like to do. I enjoy spending time with friends. 

We like to play soccer and tennis, and we sometimes practice martial arts (self-defense exercises).

I like to go to the movies, play chess and cards, listen to music, go to the beach, and enjoy exploring the World’s largest cave!
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HAVE YOU HEARD OF HANG Son Doong? That is the World’s largest cave and it is in Vietnam. 

This cave is so large that it has its own river, jungle, and climate! It was recently discovered in 2009 by British cave explorers. It is 200 Meters or 656 feet high, and 150 meters (492 feet) long. 
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Another thing I like to do is to watch water puppets. This is a type of traditional Vietnamese entertainment that kids enjoy. 

Water is used as the stage. Skilled puppeteers stand in waist-deep water, hide behind a bamboo screen, and use underwater rods to make the puppets move.
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This is a photo of a water puppet.
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HOW MANY DAYS PER WEEK do you go to school? 

I go six days a week. The Vietnamese value education. Most children attend school for twelve years and then some continue on to college or do on-the-job training instead. 

I go to school from September to May. 

I wear a uniform to school. Do you wear a uniform?

I learn Math, Reading, Vietnamese, English, Writing, Sports, Crafting, Music, and Etiquette (polite behavior).  

Some students in my class are from rural villages and walk many miles a day just to get to school! They speak other tribal languages but have to learn Vietnamese since our lessons are taught in that language.

The Vietnamese language used to be written in character symbols, similar to Chinese writing. Today we use alphabet letters similar to the American alphabet with accent marks. 

Our language is like a song. There are many different tones. Some words can have different meanings just by how you say them. 

An example is the word, Ma. When spoken in a high tone it means Mom. In a lower tone, it means rice plant. In a flat tone, it means ghost. So, if not spoken correctly you may ask someone, is that your rice plant instead of, is that your mom?
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HERE ARE SOME WORDS in Vietnamese.

Grandpa is Ong (Oong).

Grandma is Ba (Bah).

Father is Cha (Chah).

Mother is Ma (Mah).

Uncle is Bac (Bahk).

Aunt is Co (Coh).

Son is Con Tai (Cahn-tye).

Daughter is Con Gai (Cahn-gye).
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Family is very important to the Vietnamese people. Relatives often live with one another. Houses can be crowded with aunts, uncles, and grandparents. Children are taught to respect their ancestors. The elderly are considered wise.

Poetry is very popular in my country. We have poems that contain hundreds of verses! We have a very high literacy rate in Vietnam.

We love old fairy tale stories as well. We like to listen to our families read these stories.

Houses in rural areas are often made from wood, bamboo, or stone. Some have palm leaves or metal for roofs.

In the cities, people live in apartments. These buildings are usually made from concrete. Most houses are small and usually, have two rooms or less.
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WHAT DO WE WEAR? EVERYDAY wear is usually cotton shirts and pants with sandals. A cone-shaped hat is worn by some individuals. They wear this hat to keep the sun out of their faces. 

People in the cities dress more modern with business suits and contemporary clothes. 

We do love to dress up for special occasions like weddings. 

The Ao Dai (Ow-Zay) is a long-tailored dress that has slits on the sides that reveal black or white pants underneath.
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NOW I WILL TELL YOU about some delicious food that we have here in Vietnam!

My favorite sauce is the Nuoc Mam fish sauce. It takes 4 to 12 months to make it and is served with most meals.

Rice is everywhere here! We eat rice with almost every meal. Noodles are also popular. 
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A dish called Pho is very popular and is a noodle soup with onion, ginger, chili pepper, and mint in it.

Spring rolls are one of my favorite meals. They are usually stuffed with crab, egg, mushroom, and onions. They are then wrapped in rice paper and fried.

We do
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