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A Media Satire Novella

It began with the signing of the "Efficiency and Engagement Act." The legislative intent was simple: to clear a three-year backlog of stalled federal policies by offloading "routine decision-making" to a proprietary, black-box artificial intelligence system known as "The Cabinet." It was touted as the ultimate bureaucratic cleanup—an unbiased, mathematical engine designed to optimize governance for the modern age.

For the technocrats, it was a triumph of logic.

But for the producers of the major networks, it was "The Great Digital Coup."

"Developing tonight," the anchor intoned, her voice trembling with the weight of a dying democracy. "The White House has officially handed the keys to the republic over to a black box. A machine now decides what is law, what is truth, and what is prioritized. Tonight, we ask: Who programmed the President’s conscience?"

She gestured to a graphic of a glowing, pulsing silicon chip looming over the U.S. Capitol. "They call it 'optimization.' We call it the end of human agency. Why are we letting a lines-of-code algorithm dictate the future of our freedom?"

A panel of seven experts appeared. They were not computer scientists. They were "Humanity-Retention Advocates" and "Algorithmic Ethicists."

"This is not about governance," a consultant noted, his brow furrowed with performative dread. "This is about the fundamental erasure of the human element. By mandating that laws must be 'optimized for engagement,' the government is effectively saying that truth is a function of the algorithm. If it doesn't trend, it doesn't exist."

A sociology professor nodded solemnly. "The Cabinet does not care about the constitution; it cares about the click. Every law it produces is a dopamine trap, a legislative stunt designed to keep us scrolling. It is the death of policy, replaced by the birth of the viral sensation."

Across town, The View had reached a fever pitch. Whoopi Goldberg leaned into the lens, her expression one of profound, weary disappointment. "It is like someone has replaced your brain with a ‘like’ button. You have got the algorithm out there, deciding whether we get schools or whether we get a national holiday for a meme. It is a protection racket, honey. It is protecting the engagement metrics by murdering the legislative process."

Within three hours, "The Cabinet Crisis" had eclipsed discussions on the pending tax reform, the latest satellite-launch failure, and the ongoing regional conflicts. CNN launched a countdown clock: T-MINUS UNTIL THE ALGORITHM DECIDES YOUR FATE.

MSNBC conducted a remote segment from the steps of the Supreme Court. A reporter stood in front of the marble pillars, whispering, "The silence here is profound. A government built on the power of debate is now being silenced by the power of the code. The ascendancy of The Cabinet is the final brick in the wall the administration has been building around our independent thought."

A viral social media post featuring an image of a gavel being replaced by a computer cursor garnered eight million shares. It
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