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Author’s Note:
My Journey to Homeschooling
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Dear Reader,

If you’re reading this book, I imagine you’re at a crossroads. You might be curious, cautious–maybe even a little conflicted. You’re probably juggling bills, responsibilities, work, kids, and wondering: Can I really homeschool on top of all this? Trust me—you can. I’ve been there.

When I started homeschooling my oldest child seven years ago, I had no plans (or hopes) of ever writing about my experience. But as I prepare for my eighth year, I’ve realized something: I’m a homeschool veteran now.

I didn’t grow up dreaming of becoming a homeschool mom. I was sure I’d carry on the public school tradition with my own kids (more on that later). But life has a funny way of rewriting our plans. My homeschooling journey wasn’t paved with trust funds or inspired by Pinterest boards—it was ignited by a college class that sparked a spiritual calling. That calling was rooted in faith, necessity, and a stubborn kind of love urging me to shape my children for a deeper kind of success—an eternal one—by taking their education into our family’s hands.

Over time, that inner nudge—once a whisper drowned out by doubt—became a resounding conviction. I’ve homeschooled through full-time jobs, tight paychecks (and no paychecks), late nights, and toddler tantrums. Our classroom has been everything from the kitchen table to a hospital room. Our curriculum? A mix of discount workbooks, borrowed library gems, and the lessons life throws at you. This journey hasn’t been easy—no reason for me to lie—but through it all, my children and I have discovered something beautiful: freedom, meaningful connection, and the chance to teach with intention and care.

Let me clarify the title: this book is meant to empower anyone, from any walk of life, to create their own version of homeschool in their own neighborhood, with their own resources. The best part about homeschooling is that it molds itself to fit your life, no matter how different that life may be.

Our version of “‘hood homeschool” was a two-bedroom apartment, home to a family of five living the kind of government-subsidized life many families of color live (except, of course, for the homeschooling part). Your version might be “’hood” only in a relative sense. I once stood in line at the grocery store and overheard a woman say, “Well, we don’t make 100 grand a year, and I have to work, so of course we can’t homeschool.” Maybe you do have certain privileges, but you still can’t picture how homeschooling could work without a six-figure income. This book is for you, too.

In my experience, two limiting beliefs keep many parents from taking charge of their children’s education:

	“I’m too [fill in the blank] to homeschool” (too broke, too busy, too exhausted...)

	“I’m not [fill in the blank] enough to homeschool” (not smart enough, secure enough, confident enough...)


I’m not here to give you a polished highlight reel. I’m here to let you know that if you’ve ever felt like you had too much holding you back—or not enough pushing you forward—I’ve been there, too. And I want to share the tools that helped me turn those doubts into confident decisions.

I want you to know that this book was written by a real-life homeschool mom who gets it.

I know what it’s like to shove clutter aside just to make room for a math lesson. I know the exhaustion of coming home from a full-time, second-shift job feeling like you’ve been run over—and still needing to muster up the strength to teach. So if your home looks more like mine than the ones in glossy magazines, that’s okay. If your “classroom” is the kitchen table, the living room floor, or a tiny corner in your apartment—that’s okay, too.

Homeschooling isn’t about where you do it. It’s about how you do it. And trust me, you can do it.

I wrote this book to inspire and empower you—to show you that someone juggling a service job, a household, and all of life’s demands can homeschool with great success. And not only that—she can exceed the expectations of the skeptics along the way.

Welcome to the ’Hood Homeschool family. We may be doing it differently, but we’re doing it with heart. And that, more than anything, is what makes it work.

I’m rooting for you,

Dianna Lara
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Introduction:
Breaking the Stereotype
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In 2020, the COVID-19 pandemic changed the world—and the way we thought about school. Dining room tables became desks, parents turned into proctors overnight, and words like remote learning became part of our daily vocabulary. What once felt like a fringe decision became a mainstream experience.

Still, for some of us, that shift wasn’t just a temporary inconvenience. It was a moment of clarity. Suddenly, we had to reimagine what education could look like—especially when the systems meant to serve us fell short.

Remote learning gave parents a rare glimpse into classrooms—albeit digital ones—that often looked nothing like the ones we remembered. The pandemic forced families to care for their children during school hours without the freedom to choose curriculum, pace, or teaching style. For many, this quasi-homeschool arrangement wasn’t sustainable. And for families with limited resources, the tension was even sharper, as true homeschooling felt like one more privilege out of reach.

But some families beat the odds. Despite limited incomes, they built thriving homeschool programs. Black families, in particular, led a notable shift in educational mindset (Jones & Ellis, 2023). Even mainstream media took note, reporting a 13% increase in homeschooling among Black families post-pandemic—more than double the increase seen among Hispanic families, the next-highest group (Eggleston & Fields, 2021).

Today, post-pandemic homeschooling is far from monolithic. With families of varied backgrounds and financial realities joining the movement, it’s harder than ever to define the “typical” homeschooler.

Sure, polished portraits still abound—smiling children in matching polos, reading in pristine home libraries. You’ve heard about co-ops that tour private museums or families road-schooling across the country in RVs. These stories are valid. But they aren’t the whole truth.

Our story looks different.

When I began homeschooling, I was bombarded by images of perfect families with perfect setups—and it was intimidating. But I soon realized that homeschooling doesn’t require a spotless environment or a hefty bank account. It requires heart, determination, and the will to make it work.

We’ve homeschooled in cramped apartments. We’ve skipped science experiments because the groceries had to stretch. We’ve squeezed in lessons between shift work and bedtime routines. No matching T-shirts here—just mismatched socks and stubborn faith.

This book is for the rest of us—for families who don’t fit the affluent homeschool mold. It’s for the parent juggling a third shift, the single mom wondering if she can do this alone, and the dad Googling “free phonics curriculum” at midnight. It’s for anyone who believes in quality education but feels unwelcome in the homeschool conversation.

We come from different backgrounds and homeschool for many reasons: to protect our children from systemic failure, to pass down our faith, to teach truth, to provide a culturally grounded education—or simply to survive. But no matter our differences, we homeschool because we believe in our children’s potential, even when the world doesn’t. That’s our common ground.

In the pages ahead, you’ll find real stories—messy, honest ones. You’ll find practical advice, encouragement, and something else: permission.

Permission? Yes. Permission to do this imperfectly. Permission to build something beautiful in a space the world often overlooks. Permission to redefine success for your family.

Homeschooling isn’t about picture-perfect setups or perfect kids. It’s about nurturing whole, unique humans through values-based, holistic education. One of homeschooling’s greatest gifts is the freedom to define what learning means for your family. It can be rooted in social-emotional learning, spiritual growth, and creative exploration.

Designing a learning experience around your values can bring your entire household closer together. When you homeschool, you become the voice saying to your child: I see you—and you’re worthy of every moment of this effort.

In my homeschool, I get to teach life skills, empathy, financial literacy, and critical thinking. And the best part? I can do it from any surface that holds a couple of books, wearing whatever I’ve got on.

You can help your children explore their passions—whether that’s music theory, storytelling, coding, mechanics, or entrepreneurship. Learning becomes meaningful when it’s tied to who they are and what they care about.

And yes—there are so many free or low-cost resources online for learners of every age, in nearly every subject you can imagine.

A quick note: Throughout this book, I reference products and services I’ve used in my own homeschool journey. I don’t receive compensation or endorsement deals. I share them purely because they’ve helped me, and I believe they might help you too.
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The Purpose of This Book
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The main goal of this book is to equip families with the tools, resources, and encouragement needed to homeschool successfully—especially families who may feel like they’re starting from behind.

Each chapter explores a different piece of the homeschooling puzzle: choosing the right curriculum, ensuring meaningful socialization, and overcoming obstacles specific to low-income households.

By sharing my personal experiences and practical strategies, I hope to offer a support system for anyone considering homeschooling—or continuing it—despite doubts. Whether you’re new or seasoned, this book is your companion.

But more than a guidebook, this is a love letter.

To the parent daring to do it differently: You don’t need more money, more space, or more degrees to educate your child well.

What you do need is:

	A vision

	Lots of love

	A little faith

	Maybe a library card


Let’s get into it.
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Chapter 1:
Class in Session—Even on SNAP
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For years, my family’s finances have placed us solidly below the federal poverty line.

We’ve bounced on and off the Medicaid and SNAP rolls for the past 14 years, depending on whether I was working or not. If you’re not from the US, you may not be familiar with SNAP. The Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program is a federal program that provides food-purchasing assistance to low- and no-income families (Feeding America, 2024). Medicaid is a program providing eligible adults and children with health insurance. My first and last babies were “Medicaid babies,” and even though that wasn’t something I was proud of, I was certainly grateful for the free health care, as our first child came six weeks early and spent about that long in the NICU. (A NICU stay that long can easily run over $100,000.)

Throughout all of this, our kids were homeschooled, not counting the few years they spent in a private preschool/kindergarten.

Once, I took the kids to a playdate at the home of a well-off homeschool family. This family lived in the kind of home where you hold your breath the whole time you’re there, praying your three-year-old Destruct-o-con doesn’t tear the place up within five minutes. This home was Pinterest-perfect, immaculate, and complete with a fancy loft/school room that looked like it could have been featured in Better Homes and Classrooms. It was easy to imagine how amazing it must feel to homeschool your children in such an environment.

I
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