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Wait!

Before you go on, we have a gift for you:

Because you downloaded Battlelines: The Road to Gettysburg, we want to give you a free (absolutely free) digital copy of Jim Stovall’s mystery novel, 

Kill the Quarterback.

You can start the process at this link:

http://bit.ly/ktq-free1

***

If you’re into mysteries – if you like Michael Connelly and Ian Rankin – 

you will love Kill the Quarterback.

Set in Nashville, Kill the Quarterback is the story of Mitch Sawyer, hard-boiled police reporter for the Nashville Daily Tribune. When he covers the murder of star quarterback Jimmy Chin Lee, he gets more than a story. He gets a wild ride through the mean streets of one of the world’s most famous towns.

Come along with Mitch as he tries to stay a step ahead of the police and the murderer and works to solve the mystery of who killed the quarterback.
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––––––––

Don’t wait. Get it today here: http://bit.ly/ktq-free1

And in addition to getting the book, you will get on Jim’s newsletter list and get updates, valuable information, additional freebies, and a whole lot more. 

Click on the link above and get going.
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Cover art: Attack of Ewell’s corps on Culp’s Hill by Edwin Forbes

Introduction – What We See

The many pictures that we have of the Civil War and those who participated show us the faces, expressions and uniforms of those caught up in America’s most vivid maelstrom. We have thousands of those pictures. People from all walks of life and in all conditions of humanity of that troubled time are well known to those who take the time to look. The most compelling images are those of the soldiers – some in brightly pressed uniforms standing before the camera. Others line up with their fellow company members in scenes in and around their camps. We even have pictures of dead soldiers, lying peacefully and sadly on the fields and behind the rocks where they fought.

What we do not have are photographs of the battles themselves – the scenes of action where these men showed their courage, where they risked their lives, where they were wounded, and where and when they died.

Still, we can know that to some extent because, while we do not have photographs, we do have pictures. These pictures – drawings by men called Special Correspondents, or “Specials” for short – take us inside the battles, the campaigns, the marches, the fights and the killing. The drawings were made on the scene – sometimes in the middle of a battle and often at the end of the day when the shooting had ceased. They were made by men who had all the courage of the soldier but whose armaments were pencils, pens, occasionally a few paints, and a notebook of paper.

The drawings the Specials made were not meant to be finished artwork, though some of them came remarkably close to that. Rather, there were artistic notes that would be sent to the employer’s home office, where another artist would re-draw and enhance them, making them suitable for publication in a Harper’s magazine or a Frank Leslie’s Illustrated Weekly.

And after they had served this purpose, they were often discarded.

Yet, miraculously, many of those drawings survived. They survived by luck and by the deliberate actions of those who recognized their value. They come to us today as an extraordinary legacy.

This book is the first in a series that seeks to bring these drawings to the attention of young readers – those who can recognize the value of the true eyewitnesses to some of the most important times and acts of American history.

In this volume, we pay particular attention to the drawings of Alfred Waud and Edwin Forbes on the second day of the battle, Thursday, July 2, 1863.

Many of these drawings have gone unpublished for more than 150 years. It’s time that we looked at them – and looked closely.

For that reason, this book presents the drawings first. More information about them and about the war and the battle is in the back of the book.

We have another special offer for you at the end of this book.

Don’t miss it.

[image: image]

Day Two, Thursday, July 2, 1863

Lee kept his army at Gettysburg because he believed he could win. The first day of the battle had been a good one for the Confederates, and Lee’s experience had been that given the right amount of pressure at the right time, Union forces would collapse. He believed that a second day of battle with the Confederates hitting hard at the Union lines could make that happen again.

Lee had developed a special relationship with his battlefield commanders, people like James Longstreet, Richard Ewell and A.P. Hill. His orders to them were often general and sometimes vague – deliberately so, because he want to give them room to make their own decisions and because he believed they could understand his purposes.

But this method of command put enormous pressure on these generals to understand Lee and carry out his vague plans. It also assumed that when the actions of these general had to be coordinated, they would work together in a mutually cooperative way.

But that didn’t happen.

More often than not, Lee’s generals thoroughly disliked one another. They carried on jealous feuds and rivalries and lacked the basic element of trust in each other. When Lee gave vague outlines of what he wanted done, each commander tended to interpret Lee’s words to his own purposes and often failed to support what the others had to so.

Lee’s plan for the second day of battle was to attack both flanks of the Union line. Early morning intelligence had come to Lee that to the south of the Federal lines were two unoccupied hills, Round Top and Little Round Top. Longstreet was to move his army toward those positions, occupy them and attack the left flank of the Union line. Ewell was to move north and show the beginnings of an attack on the Union right at Culp’s Hill. Whether or not he mounted a full scale attack was up to him.

It took all morning and a good part of the afternoon for Longstreet to get into position. By that time, the Union lines had shifted, and Longstreet’s army encountered new opportunities and obstacles. The main change was that the Union General Gouverneur Warren spotted the exposed position at Little Round Top and realized the danger to the Union line. He rushed troops into that position, and the end of the line was held by the famous 20th Maine division led by Colonel Joshua Chamberlain.

Longstreet’s troops hit the Union line hard at various points throughout the afternoon, and vicious fighting ensued all along the lines. The battle became a noisy, bloody dynamic with a life of its own.

The Confederates gained ground but failed to dislodge the Union troops and failed to collapse any significant portion of their line. As the fighting on the south of the lines subsided, Ewell launched a full-scale attack from the town of Gettysburg to Culp’s Hill and Cemetery Hill. The fighting there was fierce





Barricade in Gettysburg (Waud)























9th Massachusetts battalion Bigelows going into position  (Waud)





















The Devil’s Den (Waud)























General Warren on Hill Top (Waud)






















General Warren on Round Top (Waud)





















Longstreet’s attack upon the left center of the Union lines (Waud)























Officer directing his men (Waud)



















Soldiers shooting from behind rock at Round Top (Waud)



















View from the summit of Little Round Top (Forbes)


















Part of Ward’s line, Kershaw attacking (Waud)





















Attack on the Third Corps (Sickles) by Longstreet (Forbes)

















Hill where General Weed was killed (Waud)





















Where the Tigers charged (Waud)




















Charge of the Louisiana brigade (Waud)




















Attack of the Louisiana Tigers on a battery of the 11th Corp (Waud)



























Attack of General Ewell’s Corps on Culp’s Hill (Forbes)

















Attack of Johnston’s division on Culp’s Hill (Forbes)



















Gateway of the cemetery (Forbes)
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