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This book is dedicated to all the believers the world over who are aware that this earth is not our home and are living their lives accordingly! For God has said:

“For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ; who will transform the body of our humble state into conformity with the body of His glory, by the exertion of the power that He has even to subject all things to Himself.”

Philip. 3:20,21
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The best analogy that we can give relating to what this book is all about is the following: Let us say you are a resident of New York and you are on a business trip in Los Angeles. After a few days there, you take a flight back to your residence with a stop in Atlanta on the way back. A day later, while in arriving at  the airport, you make your way from arrivals to the check-in counter and then to your gate of departure as quickly as possible. While in the airport, you might buy a coffee and a paper, and go to the washroom, while you wait for your flight.

Now what person in his right mind would stop and pick up garbage or start cleaning guard rails or windows, while going from one point to another, or start cleaning the washroom while in there! Or set up a tent in the cafeteria! And why not? Simply because ONE IS ONLY PASSING THROUGH, AS THIS IS NOT OUR RESIDENCE!

The same is true in regards to believers during our time on earth. God wants us to see THAT EARTH IS NOT OUR HOME, THAT WE ARE ONLY PASSING THROUGH WHILE ON THIS EARTH, WHICH MEANS THAT WE ARE NOT TO SETTLE DOWN IN IT, AS IF IT WERE OUR HOME! And so, this book will seek to turn the attention of believers from earth to Heaven, which is where God wants us to have our end focus!

And please note that there is an Addenda at the back of the book, which has three sections. In Addendum A, we have a brief outline of the four ages of time. In Addendum B, we take a brief look at the two separate comings from Heaven to earth of God’s Son, The Lord Jesus Christ. And then in Addendum C, we have a gospel message for any reader who might not as yet have that vital personal relationship with God, through faith in His Son, The Lord Jesus Christ!

What should also be mentioned before closing this Introduction, because we are all somewhat curious by nature, is that after completing 21 years of formal education and then spending almost 28 years working in Project Engineering and Management in the Corporate offices of two large utilities, God called His servant as a non-denominational evangelist in early 1999, and then sent him out over two thousand miles, away from family and friends, to the place of service God assigned, which is where His servant has been, and is still serving Him, as evangelist, author, and counselor. The author is a widower with three adopted children, all now married with a family of their own.

All the author’s books, are available for purchase in print format or as an eBook on all major distribution channels. Since the author’s two websites are no longer active, one may view a complete listing of the author’s books at: https://substack.com/home/post/p-156819939

And please keep in mind that ALL the author’s other books are also BIBLICAL, in the sense that they look at people and events from a Biblical worldview, and also often from the standpoint of the prophetic Scriptures! And so, even though a book may look at a President Trump, or current events such as Covid, it is never from a political standpoint, but always from a Biblical worldview!

And now my prayer is that God will richly bless you, as you read this book, and may He greatly minister to every need in your life, as only God can! To Him be all praise, honor, and glory, with thanksgiving, both now and forevermore! Amen.

Roger Henri Trepanier

“The land, moreover, shall not be sold permanently, for the land is Mine; for you are but aliens and sojourners with Me.”

Leviticus 25:23
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Searching God’s word in order to find any instructions on whether believers are to settle down on this earth or not!
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People often will not believe something unless they are given proof. Since that is generally the case, we will in this chapter seek to find instances in God’s word where God gives believers to settle down in it, or not. If it truly is God’s desire to have His own children settle down and make this earth their home while here, then one would expect to find such instruction.

It is true that we do see God want the human race to populate the earth and to rule over His non-human creation, as we see at Genesis 1:28, where we read, “God blessed them; and God said to them, "BE FRUITFUL AND MULTIPLY, AND FILL THE EARTH,, and subdue it; AND RULE OVER the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky and over every living thing that moves on the earth." This was said before the fall of mankind into sin, which occurred at Genesis 3:1-6, and this rule was meant for as long as mankind was on this earth.

It is also true that we see from Genesis 12:1-5 and Acts 7:2-4 that God called Abraham to go from where he was born in Mesopotamia and make his way to Canaan, as a land that God promised to give the nation of Israel as an inheritance in the future. However, believers like Abraham still regarded themselves as but SOJOURNERS on earth, that is, as those who were ONLY ON EARTH TEMPORARILY!

This is crystal clear if we look at what God said of believers such as Abraham at Hebrews 11:8-10,13-16, where we read, “[8] By faith Abraham, when he was called, obeyed by going out to a place which he was to receive for an inheritance; and he went out, not knowing where he was going. [9] By faith HE LIVED AS AN ALIEN IN THE LAND OF PROMISE, AS IN A FOREIGN LAND, DWELLING IN TENTS WITH ISAAC AND JACOB, fellow heirs of the same promise; [10] FOR HE WAS LOOKING FOR THE CITY WHICH HAS FOUNDATIONS, WHOSE ARCHITECT AND BUILDER IS GOD... [13] All these died in faith, without receiving the promises, but having seen them and having welcomed them from a distance, AND HAVING CONFESSED THAT THEY WERE STRANGERS AND EXILES ON THE EARTH. [14] FOR THOSE WHO SAY SUCH THINGS MAKE IT CLEAR THAT THEY ARE SEEKING A COUNTRY OF THEIR OWN. [15] And indeed if they had been thinking of that country from which they went out, they would have had opportunity to return. [16] BUT AS IT IS, THEY DESIRE A BETTER COUNTRY, THAT IS, A HEAVENLY ONE. THEREFORE GOD IS NOT ASHAMED TO BE CALLED THEIR GOD, FOR HE HAS PREPARED A CITY FOR THEM.”

The “city” that God has in view at verses 12 and 16 above is the city that God mentions as coming down from Heaven to earth at the start of the fourth age of time, which is mentioned at Revelation 21:10, where we read, “And he carried me away in the Spirit to a great and high mountain, and showed me THE HOLY CITY, JERUSALEM, COMING DOWN OUT OF HEAVEN FROM GOD...”

This is the same city that God again has in view as the fourth age of time ends and the eternal state begins, which God has in view at 21:1-4, where we read, “[1] Then I saw a new heaven AND A NEW EARTH; for the first heaven and THE FIRST EARTH PASSED AWAY, and there is no longer any sea. [2] AND I SAW THE HOLY CITY, NEW JERUSALEM, COMING DOWN OUT OF HEAVEN FROM GOD, made ready as a bride adorned for her husband. [3] And I heard a loud voice from the throne, saying, "Behold, the tabernacle of God is among men, and He will dwell among them, and they shall be His people, and God Himself will be among them, [4] and He will wipe away every tear from their eyes; and there will no longer be any death; there will no longer be any mourning, or crying, or pain; the first things have passed away." “

Then we note that it is also true that God led the prophet Jeremiah to tell those in exile in Babylon what we read at Jeremiah 29:5-7, “[5] Build houses and live in them; and plant gardens and eat their produce. [6] Take wives and become the fathers of sons and daughters, and take wives for your sons and give your daughters to husbands, that they may bear sons and daughters; and multiply there and do not decrease. [7] SEEK THE WELFARE OF THE CITY WHERE I HAVE SENT YOU INTO EXILE, AND PRAY TO THE LORD ON ITS BEHALF, FOR IN ITS WELFARE YOU WILL HAVE WELFARE.”

It is important to keep in mind that these exiles from the Southern kingdom of Judah were as aliens in a foreign land, and God’s instruction was for them to be good citizens there until such time as He would bring them back to their own land again, which is clear from what God says a little further at Jeremiah 29:10, “For thus says the Lord, 'WHEN SEVENTY YEARS HAVE BEEN COMPLETED FOR BABYLON, I WILL VISIT YOU AND FULFILL MY GOOD WORD TO YOU, TO BRING YOU BACK TO THIS PLACE.” And so, it is clear that God was NOT telling believers to plan on being permanent residents on this earth, but rather, was pointing out that their exile was but temporary. 

Let us look at one more passage, which should make the matter clear to believers, which is what God’s Son, The Lord Jesus Christ, said to His followers at John 15:18,19, where we read, “[18] If the world hates you, you know that it has hated Me before it hated you. [19] IF YOU WERE OF THE WORLD, the world would love its own; BUT YOU ARE NOT OF THE WORLD, BUT I CHOSE YOU OUT OF THE WORLD, because of this the world hates you.”

What The Lord Jesus meant at verse 19 when He says, “I chose you out of the world,” is that at the moment of our salvation, we not only passed from eternal death to eternal life with God, but we also passed from being citizens of the Satan’s kingdom, which is this earth, to being part of God’s Kingdom, which is the Kingdom of Heaven! 

That is why God’s Son could say to His Father at John 17:14-16,18, regarding the believers that The Father had given Him, noting now what we there read, “I have given them Your word; and the world has hated them, BECAUSE THEY ARE NOT OF THE WORLD, EVEN AS I AM NOT OF THE WORLD. [15] I DO NOT ASK YOU TO TAKE THEM OUT OF THE WORLD, BUT TO KEEP THEM FROM THE EVIL ONE.  [16] THEY ARE NOT OF THE WORLD, EVEN AS I AM NOT OF THE WORLD... [18] AS YOU SENT ME INTO THE WORLD, I ALSO HAVE SENT THEM INTO THE WORLD.”

What this means then is that believers are sojourners only while on earth, children of God, here on earth to serve Him during the time that God allots each on earth. And therefore the only conclusion that God’s servant can come to here is that God does NOT give instructions to His own to settle down here on earth, as if this was our home, but rather, we are to occupy for as long as we are here, with the thought at the back of our minds always being
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