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PREFACE

This volume marks the completion of my treatment of the combat history of the units and formations equipped with the Tiger tank. The first volume, originally published by J. J. Fedorowicz Publishing, Inc., was soon sold out, and the response was really overwhelming. There were a large number of letters and telephone calls—back then e-mails were still somewhat of a novelty—and all of them were positive and encouraging with regard to both the content and the format of the book.

Some of these contacts provided me with more information, others invited further inquiries. Hitherto unknown details concerning aspects of the combat operations roused special interest as well as the marking and coloring of the vehicles. As each edition is reprinted, I hope to be able to update the information contained in each one.
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This second volume presents the remaining Wehrmacht and Waffen-SS formations and units equipped with the Tiger tank. The most famous of these were the Tiger companies in the German Army’s Panzer-Grenadier-Division “Großdeutschland” and the first three divisions of the Waffen-SS that were formed: SS-Panzer-Grenadier-Division “Leibstandarte SS Adolf Hitler,” SS-Panzer-Grenadier-Division “Das Reich” and SS-Panzer-Grenadier-Division “Totenkopf.” In all four instances of the aforementioned divisions, the companies were later expanded to battalions, with several of them ultimately being detached to form separate battalions with habitual relationships to a corps.

In addition, several other units are mentioned—and certainly not all of them—that were equipped with a few Tigers for a short time. That generally happened in the final weeks of the war, and thus information is rather scarce. From the ad hoc formations where information exists, there are virtually no photographs available, which is understandable with regard to the circumstances prevailing at the time.
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There are quite a few books concerning the Waffen-SS that also mention the Tiger units and formations it had. Almost without exception, these narratives concentrate on the fighting at Kursk in July 1943 and in Normandy in 1944, or they restrict themselves to the operations of the “most successful tank commander of WW II,” SS-Hauptsturmführer Michael Wittmann. Wittmann continues to fascinate many readers abroad, resulting in several dozen books and contributions to periodicals having been published.

It is striking that among these publications, all greatly differing in value, that there is none which documents the events sufficiently completely and, therefore, completely accurately. To the professional or otherwise knowledgeable reader, such products are often greeted with skepticism, because they usually focus on such factors as how many armored vehicles were knocked out or how many decorations were awarded. Other factors are far more important when it comes to analyzing the outcome of a highly successful engagement or the career of a successful tank commander: What weapon systems were involved; what was the over-all situation; what was the tactical situation; etc. It is perhaps worthwhile mentioning that there were a number of tank commanders—and not only in Tiger units—who achieved more “kills” than Wittmann.
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The facts mentioned above also point to the gap between serious history writing and publications pursuing other agendas. A typical example of the arbitrary handling of facts is the description of the so-called “Tank Battle of Prokhorovka,” which took place on 12 July 1943 during Operation “Citadel.” The 5th Guards Tank Army suffered a shocking number of casualties—more than 400 tanks on one day. In order to screen the poor operational leadership resulting in such losses, Rotmistrov, the commander-in-chief, did not hesitate to declare the engagement to have been won for the Soviets.

He stated the heaviest losses had been suffered by the Germans and claimed that more than seventy Tigers had been destroyed. This claim has been accepted uncritically in most of the available literature. The fact is that the German formations in this sector of the front had a total of only forty-three Tigers at their disposal, namely, the heavy tank companies of the three aforementioned SS armored divisions. On 12 July 1943, the heavy tank company of SS-Panzer-Regiment 1 reported a total of one complete loss. In the course of the Operation “Citadel,” the three SS Tiger companies lost four tanks. Up until this point in time, the “destruction of the German tank force at Kursk” has been reported with monotonous mantra-like regularity in military literature and on television.
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I feel obliged here to renew my thanks to the numerous former tankers who actively supported me by lending out their personal documents and by patiently answering my countless inquiries. Thanks to their cooperation, it was possible for the first time to shed some light on the combat history of the more-or-less unknown SS units and formations. Numerous bits of fascinating information are now known. For instance, it was discovered that the 3. SS-Panzer-Division “Totenkopf” retained its heavy tank company until the end of the war (in contrast to its sister formations, the 1. SS-Panzer-Division “Leibstandarte SS Adolf Hitler” and the 2. SS-Panzer-Division “Das Reich”).

It also needs to be mentioned that the chapters on the 13./SS-Panzer-Regiment 1 and schwere SS-Panzer-Abteilung 101 (501) were written primarily by the former SS-Oberscharführer Horst Wendt, whose aim was to document the combat history of his own battalion. I should like to express my special gratitude to this fellow tanker.
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One final note: The search for photographs of SS formations proved to be extremely difficult—quite different from the Army formations. There were several reasons, but the most common was that the end of the war was approaching, and the SS soldiers frequently destroyed all their personal documents and most of their photos. When they were captured, they normally found themselves exposed to rather harsh treatment, the more harmless aspect of which was that they were stripped of all their personal belongings and photos. As a result, the collection of photographs for this book had to be based on a greatly restricted fund.

Wolfgang Schneider
Germany
January 1998
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EDITORS’ NOTES

Modern American Army terminology is generally used wherever an equivalent term is applicable. In cases where there may be nuances where we think the reader might enjoy learning the German term, we have included it with an explanation.

In cases where the German term is commonly understood or there is no good, direct English equivalent, we have tended to retain the original German term, e.g., Schwerpunkt (point of main effort), Auftragstaktik (mission-type orders) etc.

In an attempt to highlight the specific German terminology, we have italicized German-language terms and expressions. Since most of the terms are repeated several times, we have not included a glossary. There is a rank-comparison table at the back of the book listing German Army, Waffen-SS, Commonwealth and US Army equivalents.

Unit designations follow standard German practice, i.e., an Arabic numeral before the slash (e.g., 1./schwere SS-Panzer-Abteilung 501) indicates a company or battery formation. A Roman numeral indicates the battalion within the regiment (e.g., III./ Panzer-Regiment “Großdeutschland”). Since this book deals primarily with battalion formations, the reader will encounter company designations most frequently.

J. J. Fedorowicz

J. J. Fedorowicz Publishing have a well earned reputation for publishing exceptionally high-quality books on German World War II subjects, and Tigers in Combat II is a prime example. I’ve been a huge fan of their books for years, and so I jumped at the chance to introduce this book to a whole new audience of readers in an attractive and very affordable edition. Those familiar with the original will note that some changes have been made due to the exigencies of publishing in a new format, but always with a mind to maintaining the same high standards to create a comprehensive photographic survey and detailed historical record of the Tiger tank in combat.

Chris Evans
History Editor
Stackpole Books


Tigers in Detail

TIGERS OF PANZER-GRENADIER-DIVISION “GROßDEUTSCHLAND”

Equipment

As with the three early SS Mechanized Infantry Divisions—SS-Panzer-Grenadier-Division “Leibstandarte SS Adolf Hitler,” SS-Panzer-Grenadier-Division “Das Reich” and SS-Panzer-Grenadier-Division “Totenkopf”—Panzer-Grenadier-Division “Großdeutschland” was the only German Army division to have an organic unit with Tiger tanks. Although it was otherwise organized like a Panzer-Grenadier-Division, it had an entire tank regiment as opposed to the normal battalion. In early 1943, it received a heavy tank company with Tiger Is, which was assigned to the II./Panzer-Regiment “Großdeutschland.” In February 1943, the company only had two platoons due to its only having nine Tiger I tanks. The tanks were of the second model version and did not have submachine-gun firing ports at the right turret rear. The six remaining tanks delivered in May 1943 already had the loader’s vision block.

This company—with a strength of nine Tigers after suffering six losses—merged into the new III./Panzer-Regiment “Großdeutschland,” which consisted of two other Tiger companies that were consolidated with this battalion after having originally been earmarked for the two “African” battalions, schwere Panzer-Abteilung 501 and schwere Panzer-Abteilung 504. The twenty-eight Tigers delivered in June 1943 were already fitted with the new HL230P45 engine. This was also true for the three command tanks issued to the battalion headquarters section.

The battalion received Tiger I tanks of virtually all known variants during the rest of the war, but it was never issued any Tiger II tanks. As a result, the battalion always had a mix of equipment of various variants—with or without Zimmerit, the anti-magnetic paste applied to the tanks to keep explosive charges from sticking—and different arrangements for spare track links.

Organization

In the beginning, the heavy tank company had only nine tanks. The company commander and one and the remaining eight tanks were divided into two platoons of four tanks each. The turret identification alphanumerics consisted of a capital S (for schwere, or “heavy”) and two digits, the first one indicating the platoon number and the second one the tank within the platoon. Only a single numeral was painted on the rear turret stowage box; it indicated the platoon number. The company command tank was marked S01. When six more tanks were delivered, two more platoons of three tanks each were formed. The platoon leader tanks had the final digit 0, so that the four platoon leaders had the tactical markings S10, S20, S30, and S40.

The III./Panzer-Regiment “Großdeutschland” had the standard organization of forty-five tanks in three tank companies (fourteen each) and three Tigers in the battalion headquarters. The battalion used a unique tactical marking system. Each company had a different letter: A for the 9./Panzer-Regiment “Großdeutschland,” B for the 10./Panzer-Regiment “Großdeutschland” and C for the 11./Panzer-Regiment “Großdeutschland.” The letters were followed by two digits, which indicated the platoon and the tank within the platoon. The battalion headquarters tanks were marked S01, S02, and S03.

Camouflage and Markings

The first tanks issued had the panzergrau (“armor gray”) color. The tactical markings were painted on the middle of the turret side, but they varied in size. Initially, the alphanumeric was very small; over time, it grew in size. During the initial fielding phase, either the S or the two-digit number was sometimes bigger than the rest. The Balkenkreuz—German national insignia—was in the middle of the hull side.

Prior to Operation “Citadel,” the tanks were covered with large yellow-olive and small green spots. This camouflage was applied in random patterns by the individual crews with considerable variations in the final product. The tactical marking remained the same as before with a Balkenkreuz also painted on the left hull rear.

In the initial phase of the battalion’s activation, the majority of the tanks received no camouflage beside the factory-applied yellow-olive coating. In the autumn of 1944, newly delivered tanks received the same coloring as the rest of the regiment: Irregular broad brown bands across the tank’s superstructure.

Due to the constant new tank deliveries, the camouflage patterns within the battalion varied considerably, especially in the last few months of the war.

SCHWERE PANZER-KOMPANIE “HUMMEL”

Equipment and Organization

Because the company received most of its tanks and other equipment from the Panzer-Ersatz- und-Ausbildungs-Abteilung 500 (500th Armor replacement and Training Battalion), it had a mixture of several Tiger I variants, including some with steel-rimmed roadwheels. Some Tigers also came from depot-level maintenance facilities and had differing turret and hull arrangements (e.g., early hull with a late-model turret, etc.). The company had a standard table of organization and equipment with three four-tank platoons and two company headquarters tanks.

Camouflage and Markings

Due to its hodgepodge of equipment, there was no standardized camouflage scheme within the company. Before the company was consolidated with schwere Panzer-Abteilung 506, it had no tactical markings at all. After the consolidation, the company had three-digit numerals that started with a 4 for vehicle identification. The numerals were painted in dark green and outlined in white. This system followed the standard German military coloring sequence of white, red, yellow, green, brown, etc. The tank companies of the heavy tank battalions had colors assigned to them in accordance with that sequence.

SCHWERE PANZER-KOMPANIE “MEYER”

Equipment and Organization

This unit was formed in July 1943 and rushed to Italy in response to the Allied invasion of Sicily. It did not reach full company strength and was only equipped with eight new Tiger I tanks. These tanks were among the last ones of the mid-production series and were still equipped with rubbed-rimmed roadwheels.

The company was never organized by platoon. As a result, the tanks were simply numbered from 1 to 8.

Camouflage and Markings

The tanks were painted dark yellow with small dark-green and larger dark-brown splotches. The single digit turret numerals were painted on the forward third of the turret side in solid black. The tanks did not feature Balkenkreuze. Instead, they had a Baltenkreuz (Baltic Cross) in black on a small white crest right in the upper center of the hull bow. The reason for this was that Leutnant Meyer was born in the Baltics. Every tank crew christened its tank: Mausi (“Mousie”), Strolch (“Tramp”), and (Tiger) von Eschnapur (after the movie of the same name) were some of the names chosen. All these markings and the camouflage were applied in Northern Italy. After the company was consolidated with schwere Panzer-Abteilung 508, these markings gradually vanished.

TIGER-GRUPPE “FEHRMANN”

This “unit”—like all the other ones hastily activated at the end of the war—had a mixture of different variants or even accidentally integrated subsystems due to the fact that the depot-level maintenance facilities had to use anything available to get tanks operational again. Photographs document that Tiger-Gruppe “Fehrmann” had at least one Tiger with steel-rimmed roadwheels and an older turret with the drum-shaped commander’s cupola.

Consequently, the camouflage and markings varied considerably. The tanks had very distinct markings, however, with an alphanumeric consisting of an F (standing for Fehrmann) and a two-digit numeral painted in red and outlined in white.
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The other German Army units and formations equipped with Tigers or supported temporarily by them were not organized in accordance with standard German tables of organization and equipment. Because there is so much variance, their equipment and organization will be discussed in the respective sections.

13./SS-PANZER-REGIMENT 1

Equipment

The ten Tiger I tanks issued to this unit in December 1942 belonged to the second variant, which did not have the second pistol port on the right rear turret side. The tanks had spare track sections on the hull bow. Like all the other early Tiger units, the company was also equipped with the Panzerkampfwagen III (fifteen of the J Model). The five replacement Tigers delivered in May 1943 still had the old drum-shaped commander’s cupola, but they featured a loader’s vision block. Several tanks had track links attached vertically on the turrets’ rear sides. By that time, the remaining Panzer IIIs were handed over to other units in the division’s tank regiment.

The five Tigers issued in July 1943 came too late for Operation “Citadel”; these tanks had the new HL230P45 engine. When the division was transferred to Italy, the company kept only its light vehicles and turned the Tigers over to SS-Panzer-Grenadier-Division “Das Reich” (nine Tigers) and SS-Panzer-Grenadier-Division “Totenkopf” (eight Tigers).

The establishment of the new heavy tank battalion for the I. SS-Panzer-Korps started in northern Italy. Twenty-seven Tigers (including two command tanks) arrived in August 1943. They still retained the old drum-shaped commander’s cupola. The tanks had vertically arranged track links on both rear sides of the turret. The battalion was rushed back to the Eastern Front while it was still being activated. The twenty-seven tanks merged into one unit and were again employed as the heavy company within SS-Panzer-Regiment 1.

In order to compensate for losses, five new Tigers with the new commander’s cupola were issued to this unit in mid-February 1944.

It was shortly thereafter that the crews handed over the remaining tanks to the regiment or turned them in for depot-level maintenance and repair. The personnel then started the journey back to the rest of the battalion, which had been designated as schwere SS-Panzer-Abteilung 101 by then.

It was during this phase that another six brand-new tanks arrived at the Eastern Front. These vehicles were the very last ones with the old suspension. The crews of these tanks had to stay with the division longer and did not made their way back to the battalion until April 1944.

Organization

With its twenty-five tanks, the company formed four tank platoons. One light platoon had five Panzer IIIs. The other three consisted of two sections, of which the 1st Section had three Tigers and the 2nd Section had three Panzer IIIs. The company headquarters section had one Tiger and one Panzer III. Since the unit was designated as the 4./SS-Panzer-Regiment 1, the three-digit identification markings started with a 4. The Tigers were numbered 405, 411, 412, 414, 421, 422, 423, 431, 432 and 433; the Panzer IIIs were numbered 404, 414, 415, 416, 424, 425, 426, 434, 435 and 436. The tanks of the light platoon were numbered from 4L1 to 4L5.

Prior to Operation “Citadel,” the company turned in its Panzer IIIs and shifted to the standard organization of three platoons of four Tigers each. The company headquarters section had one Tiger for the company commander. The company was redesignated as the 13./SS-Panzer-Regiment 1 and renumbered its vehicles accordingly. The tanks adopted a unique four-digit marking system: 1311 to 1314 for the 1st Platoon, 1321 to 1324 for the 2nd Platoon and 1331 to 1334 for the 3rd Platoon. The company commander’s tanks was marked 1305. Later on, when a second tank was issued for the company headquarters section, it was numbered 1304.

At the time of its redeployment in autumn 1943, the company was overstrength and had twenty-seven Tigers on its property books. Five tank platoons of five tanks each were formed. Being the regiment’s schwere (heavy) company, it used a large S along with a two-digit number for the individual vehicle identifiers. The 1st Platoon consisted of S11, S12, S13, S14 and S15 and the remaining platoons were numbered analogously. The headquarters tanks were marked S05 and S04.

After the departure of the majority of the company back to schwere Panzer-Abteilung 101, the small Kampfgruppe (company team or task force) of the six remaining Tigers had single digit numbering from 1 to 6.

Camouflage and Markings

The early Tigers still had the overall panzergrau color. In an attempt to put some camouflage paint on the vehicles, large yellow-olive spots were applied. The turret numerals were about half the height of the turret sides and were painted in the center. They were also applied to the turret rear stowage box. They were black outlines with open ends. The Balkenkreuz was in the middle of the hull side. A distinguishing feature was the divisional insignia, a crest with a skeleton key, which is variously interpreted to represent the key to the Reich chancellery or a play on the family name of the commander, Sepp Dietrich). The Panzer IIIs also were painted in panzergrau. The divisional insignia was painted on the right hull front.

Prior to the operation to retake Kharkov, the tanks received a winter camouflage of whitewash. The area around the turret numerals, the Balkenkreuze and the divisional insignia were left free of paint.

In the spring of 1943, the new-production tanks were delivered with the new yellow-olive base paint. The old ones were also repainted in that color. The camouflage pattern was made of curved brown lines on the yellow-olive base coat.

The new four-digit identification system had two differing-sized digits. The second pair of numerals was 30% smaller in height than the first one. They were positioned on the turret sides, moved some distance to the rear and the large pair of digits was about 40% of the turret height. They were outlined with a double line—a small black one inside and a small white outside—and all the numerals had open ends. (The numeral 3 also had a cornered upper end.) The numerals were also painted on the rear turret stowage boxes. The Balkenkreuz was on its center hull position. The divisional insignia was applied in white on the left front hull (by the driver’s station). No Zimmerit was applied.

In the autumn of 1943, the overstrength company of twenty-seven tanks applied its camouflage and markings prior to entrainment in Italy. The camouflage pattern was rather unusual; it consisted of curved green, brown and dark-olive lines of different thicknesses. The alphanumeric combination was positioned on the bottom of the forward turret sides and was about 50% of its height. These markings also had a black and white double outline. The tanks did not have Zimmerit.

The six tanks delivered in early 1944 received a coat of whitewash and had small black single digit numerals painted on the forward portion of the turret sides and also on the rear turret stowage box. Spare track links were attached on both sides of the hull front and on the rear turret sides.

8./SS-PANZER-REGIMENT 2

Equipment

In December 1942, the company received ten Tiger I tanks and twelve Panzer IIIs. The Tigers lacked the submachine-gun firing port on the right-hand side of the turret of the very early models. The next six Tigers, which were delivered in May 1943, had the loader’s vision block but still the old engine. Most of the tanks carried track links on the front hull bow. After Operation “Citadel,” nine former Tigers of the 13./SS-Panzer-Regiment 1 were received resulting in an overstrength company of twenty-two tanks. The six last Tigers produced in December 1943 did not arrive until February 1944. They featured the new commander’s cupola, but they still had the old rubber-rimmed roadwheels.

Organization

Like the other mixed units that were outfitted with both the Tiger and the Panzer III, the company was organized in a unique way. The 8./SS-Panzer-Regiment 2 had four mixed platoons and two platoons without any Tigers. The mixed platoons each had three Tigers and one Panzer III, the remaining two platoons had four Panzer IIIs each. The company commander had one Tiger.

Prior to the Kursk Offensive, the company had a standard fourteen-tank organization. During its overstrength phase after Operation “Citadel,” the company was organized in three overstrength platoons of five tanks each. There was also a headquarters platoon with five tanks.

The Kampfgruppe of six Tigers formed in February and March 1944 had no special form of organization. The tanks were simply numbered from 01 to 06.

Camouflage and Markings

All tanks initially issued to the company had the panzergrau base color. The characteristic divisional insignia—the Wolfsangel—was painted either in yellow or black (whitewash) on the left hull front and to the left of the rear hull Balkenkreuz.

Prior to the fighting at Kharkov, the tanks were whitewashed. The turret numerals were painted in solid black, with the same height as previously. The areas around the divisional insignia and the Balkenkreuze were left free of whitewash.

The new tanks delivered in the spring already had the new yellow-olive base paint. The old tanks were repainted in the same way. The camouflage paint consisted of red-brown and olive-green spots. All tanks were without an application of Zimmerit. The numerals were applied slightly larger than 50% of the turret height and were white outlines that appeared to have been applied with stencils. Identification markings were also painted on the rear turret stowage boxes. The Balkenkreuz was about twice the normal width and was painted slightly forward on the hull side.

The alphanumerics—an S followed by two digits—applied prior to Operation “Citadel” were white outlines with closed ends. They were about 40% of the turret height. The markings also appeared on the turret rear stowage box. The company insignia—a devil—was painted in solid white in the most forward turret side section just in front of the lifting bolts. These symbols were of Russian origin and quite common during the time. Their function was to scare away bad spirits.

The tactical division identification sign for Operation “Citadel”—a double-bar rune—was painted in white on the radio-operator’s side of the hull front and also on the left rear track fender or on the rear hull. The Balkenkreuze were positioned in the middle of the hull side and also a single one on the left rear hull section. The camouflage pattern remained unchanged.

The new tanks delivered in early 1944 had an application of Zimmerit and received whitewash at once. The turret numbers were painted in black on the front turret sides; their size was about 60% of the turret height.

9. SS-PANZER-REGIMENT 3

Equipment

The first nine Tiger I tanks were of the second model without the submachine-gun firing port in the right turret rear. The company was also issued ten Panzer IIIs (Model J). The six Tigers delivered in May 1943 still had the old engine, but they already featured the loader’s vision block. The five replacement tanks issued in September 1943 had the new commander’s cupola.

Having lost the rest of its equipment in Northern Romania in the spring of 1944, the company was reequipped in May 1944 with new tanks featuring the steel-rimmed roadwheels. In July 1944, it received five more tanks; these had the three lifting eyes on the turret roof. The five Tigers picked up in Warsaw came from depot-level maintenance facilities and included models with the older rubber-rimmed roadwheels.

Organization

Like its sister units in the other two SS tank regiments, this company started with a mix of nine Tiger I tanks and ten Panzer IIIs. They were organized into four tank platoons, with each consisting of two sections of one Tiger and one Panzer III each. The company headquarters was formed by one Tiger and two Panzer IIIs. Analogous to the 13./SS-Panzer-Regiment 1, the 9./SS-Panzer-Regiment 3 was also initially designated the 4./SS-Panzer-Regiment 3. This resulted in the following numbering system: 401, 411, 413, 421, 423, 431, 433, 441 and 443 for the Tigers and 402, 403, 412, 414, 422, 424, 432, 434, 442 and 444 for the medium tanks.

In May 1943, the company turned in its remaining Panzer IIIs and converted to the standard Tiger company organization with three platoons of four tanks each. The company headquarters had three Tigers instead of the standard two, however. Being the last company in the new II./SS-Panzer-Regiment 3, the tank markings changed to have a 9 starting the three-digit vehicle identification number.

This numbering system was kept until the end of the company’s existence in May 1945, but the company was overstrength with up to twenty-three tanks in the second half of 1943. This resulted in establishing a fourth tank platoon (with five tanks) that then had the turret numbers 941 to 945. During several phases of high losses and subsequent deliveries of replacement vehicles, the newly arrived tanks did not even get a turret number.

Camouflage and Markings

The tanks originally had the panzergrau base coat. The Panzer IIIs bore the divisional insignia—a Totenkopf (“Death’s Head”)—painted in white on the right hull front. This insignia was not applied to the Tigers. In preparation for the Kharkov operation, the tanks received whitewash. The turret numbers were located on the central side section and painted in black. They were about 50% of the turret height. The Balkenkreuz had the regular hull side center position. The tanks lacked an application of Zimmerit.

In the transition phase prior to the springtime, the tanks received large yellow-olive spots and smaller brown ones after the removal of the whitewash, which almost completely covered the former panzergrau base paint. The numerals had the same arrangement and size, but they were painted in white and outlined with a small black line. The vehicle identification numerals were also painted on the rear turret stowage box.

In the weeks before Operation “Citadel,” the tanks received a uniform camouflage pattern with large brown-olive and small green-olive spots and the yellow-olive base paint. The newly delivered tanks already had the yellow-olive base coat, to which the camouflage pattern described above was applied.

The turret numbers were about 35% of the turret height and were painted not quite in the center of the turret sides in a slightly raised position. They were outlined in black and also painted on the rear turret stowage box. The Balkenkreuz was positioned as usual in the middle of the hull side. The divisional tactical insignia for the operation—triple parallel vertical bars—was painted in black on the right hull front on the driver’s glacis.

In the winter of 1943–44, the whitewashed tanks had very unusual vehicle identification numerals. Each crew had a rectangular white wooden signboard and the number painted on it in black.

After refitting in the late spring of 1944, the Zimmerit-coated tanks featured large brown-olive and dark green cloud-like spots on the obligatory yellow-olive base paint. The numerals were white outlines and positioned in the forward third of the turret side; they were about half the turret height. They also appeared on the rear turret stowage box. The Balkenkreuz on the hull side was moved slightly to the rear.

SCHWERE SS-PANZER-ABTEILUNG 101 (SCHWERE SS-PANZER-ABTEILUNG 501)

Equipment

The first ten Tiger I tanks arrived in November 1943 and featured the new commander’s cupola. Another one produced during the same month had originally been purchased by Japan, but it was later issued to the battalion, because there was no way to get it shipped there. The other nine Tigers—still with the old rubber-rimmed roadwheels—featured the rear gun-tube lock. After arrival in Normandy, schwere SS-Panzer-Abteilung 101 was the only battalion using tanks with the old-style roadwheels. The twenty-five tanks issued in April 1944 were of a later variant and featured steel-rimmed roadwheels, the four-centimeter turret roof, the new loader’s hatch and the monocular gun sight aperture. All tanks were coated with Zimmerit. With a few exceptions, the tanks
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