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Learn How to Make Your First Draft Easy!

   

  Award-winning author K.M.
    Weiland’s previous book, the bestselling Outlining Your Novel, showed writers how
    to embrace outlines in a way that makes the writing process fun, inspiring, and
    easy.

  Now it’s time to put those
    lessons to use! Building upon the principles you’ve already learned, the Outlining
    Your Novel Workbook presents a guided approach to getting the bones of your
    story down on paper, identifying plot holes, and brainstorming exciting new
    possibilities.

  Containing hundreds of incisive
    questions and imagination-revving exercises, this valuable resource will show
    you how to:

  
    	Create your
      own personalized outlining process

    	Brainstorm
      premise and plot ideas

    	Discover
      your characters

    	Choose and
      create the right setting

    	Organize
      your scenes

    	And so much
      more!

  

  This accessible and streamlined
    workbook will empower you to create a powerful outline—and an outstanding
    novel. Start writing your best book today!

  Join
    the discussion: #OutliningYourNovel
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  Get
    a free copy of acclaimed author K.M. Weiland’s unabbreviated example of the
    outline she used to write her novel Storming.

  Click
    here to get started:

  http://www.kmweiland.com/free-outline-transcript/
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INTRODUCTION

   

  WHAT IS AN outline? Is it
    a road map? A battle plan? A checklist?

  It’s all three—and more. As I
    discuss in Outlining Your Novel,
    the outline can be anything you want it to be. You can fill up three notebooks
    with story plans, or you can scribble a couple thoughts on some Post-It Notes
    and call it good. How an outline manifests isn’t important. The only thing that
    matters is that your outline helps you figure out this great big puzzle we call
    a novel.

  Why Outlines Make Novel Writing Easier

  On the surface, novels seem
    simple enough. A beginning, a middle, an end. Throw in a couple characters, a
    heroic quest, an epic romance—and voila! A story is born.

  True enough. But if you’re one
    of those people who’s tried throwing all those ingredients into a bowl, mixing
    them up, and letting them bake, you already know the recipe isn’t foolproof. In
    fact, that simple little recipe you thought would make a perfect story?
    Turns out it barely covers the essential ingredients.

  Novels aren’t like boxed mac and
    cheese. Boiling water and stirring in Velveeta just isn’t enough to produce a
    masterpiece. Novels are more like pasta parmigiana—made from scratch. Sure,
    there’s some magic and some luck involved. But there’s also a lot of science.

  In short, there’s a lot to
    remember. In all honesty, there’s more to remember than most of us can
    handle while in the white-hot rush of writing a first draft. If we dash in
    there, throwing about flour and eggs, hoping we’ve got it all right without
    bothering to check Nonna’s recipe, then we’re going to need magic and
    luck.

  But if we prepare beforehand,
    with an outline, we’ll be able to assemble all the ingredients, heat the oven
    to the right temperature, and approach our dough and sauce with the confidence
    of foreknowledge.

  Stories, for all their seeming
    simplicity, are complicated. They’re puzzles, in which all the pieces have to
    fit just so. They’re not random dreamscapes that tumble out of our brains,
    fully formed. Rather, they’re cohesive wholes, in which the beginning and the
    end must be planned as a partnership. If we don’t know how a story is going to
    end, we’ll never know how to properly begin it. If we don’t know the elements
    that will play into the story, we won’t know how to build a framework to
    support them.

  And that is where the outline
    comes in.

  The outline allows us to see the
    big picture before we have to start fitting together the tiny, detailed pieces.
    As a result, we’re able to write our first drafts with confidence and purpose
    and save ourselves hours of revision.

  How to Use This Workbook

  When Outlining Your Novel:
    Map Your Way to Success came out in 2011, I was overwhelmed by writers’
    hunger for information on outlining. Most authors recognize the need to bring
    cohesion to the complicated art form of the novel via some kind of planning.
    But many are hung up on the old notion that outlines have to be Roman numeraled
    lists.

  Outlining Your Novel presented an actionable approach to planning stories from the ground
    up—creating a premise, brainstorming plot ideas, interviewing characters, and
    plotting story arc. The method I shared in the book is the one I’ve developed
    in writing my own historical and speculative novels. But it is endlessly
    adaptable to the specific needs of each writer.

  What you will find in the pages
    of this workbook is a complete (and, often, expanded) list of every question
    and every step I describe in Outlining Your Novel. Each chapter offers
    an introduction to the concepts discussed in the exercises, as well as examples
    from popular books and movies and my own outlines. I have also included a
    page-number guide to help you locate the associated chapters in Outlining
    Your Novel. I recommend you start by reading Outlining Your Novel—just
    as you would a textbook—before embarking on the workbook. You will understand
    the principles and their applicability better in context.

  Each chapter of the workbook
    builds upon the next, in a series of steps that will help you move from your
    story’s big picture to the smaller details and back again. The more thorough
    you are in responding to each question and filling in each blank, the more
    prepared you will be to write your novel. But don’t hesitate to skip around.
    Some of the sections (such as those on foreshadowing and settings) can’t be
    completed until you’ve finished all the other steps. Remember: what you’re
    trying to create here is your best process. If you feel constrained by
    any of the questions or feel they don’t apply to your story, go ahead and skip
    them.

  I was determined to offer the
    workbook as an e-book as well as a paperback, since I knew it would end up
    being a much more economical option than the hard copy for many readers.
    However, it is a bit of a different take on a workbook, since you won’t
    be able to write in your answers as you would otherwise. You’ll need to grab a
    notebook and write your answers to the questions and exercises there (which
    makes the workbook totally reusable!).

  Since this is a bit of an
    experiment, if you purchase the e-book version and decide it’s not working for
    you, for whatever reason, please feel free to request a refund. Most sellers
    will provide a full refund
    if you make your request within seven days of purchase. If you’ve missed that
    window, email me and I’ll be
    happy to refund your full purchase price myself. My goal is to make the
    workbook as accessible and useful as possible. If the e-book format isn’t
    working for you, then it’s not doing its job!

  Throughout the book, you’ll find
    graphics illustrating various points. To view the images outside of the
    constraints of your e-reader, visit my site. You can find all the graphics in
    this book (and more!) here.

  Outlines can transform your
    writing process into a practicable and focused story-crafting machine. But don’t
    settle for any ol’ kind of outline. Use the exercises in the following pages to
    dig deep into the heart of your story and take full advantage of your outline’s
    storytelling power.
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Are you trying to figure out the
best way to create your outline?
Ever wish you could gain a little
insight into how other authors
use their outlines? Here’s your
chance!

Read the unabbreviated outline
K.M. Weiland used to create her
historical/dieselpunk novel
Storming. See all the principles
you’ve learned about in
Outlining Your Novef at work!
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“A great way to ‘reverse engineer’
***** what a good outline should look like.”





