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Chapter 1 The Hottest Planet in the Solar System

Bonnie and Clyde were waiting in the sickbay of the spaceship Valiant. She was still getting sick and hungry everyday. It took some time before the doctor came out to see them.

“So, what’s the problem?”

Bonnie sighed. “I’m hungry and nauseous too much of the time. I get tired and irritable as well.”

“I see.” The doctor picked up his portable scanner and ran it in front of her. “Ah! Perhaps a congratulations is in order.” He smiled.

Bonnie raised an eyebrow.

Clyde’s eyes widened. “Why would you say that?”

“You’re pregnant. Your hormones are just a little bit imbalanced. I suggest you keep eating and drink some tea or eat crackers.”

Bonnie said, “Something that will keep me from throwing up.”

“Yes. Something foodwise. It will be safer for you and the babies.”

“What?” both Bonnie and Clyde said.

“Oh, do you want to know what you’re carrying?”

They both nodded.

“Twin boys.”

They both sighed.

“You’ll have fun. They’re identical.”

“Oh, no…”

“Bonnie, please don’t kill me.”

She sighed. “Okay, I won’t.”

“We should tell Violet.”

“She’ll laugh at us!”

“I know. I know she will. Harder than she did before.”

“Very well, let’s send her the message now.”

They left the sickbay and went to their room. Soon they sent Violet the message about the identical twin boys. It wasn’t too long later they received a message back from her.

It had plenty of laughing emojis. And, “I’m not surprised. I did see them in a dream. You two will be busy…” Followed by more laughter.

Clyde and Bonnie laid on the bed together. He had his hands over his face. She was just focusing on her breathing.

“Bonnie, are you ready for this?”

“Ready? We raised Violet. How hard can it be to raise two at once? We’ll be doing it together and we do have experience.”

“Right, but they could be quite a handful. Two and identical.”

“We’ll learn to tell them apart. What makes you think they will be worse than Violet?”

“Oh, right she did have trouble with her magic over the years.”

“Yeah, all the things that would turn on or off for seemingly no reason at all. It was her. I know it wasn’t intentional. That girl could make her toys dance in mid-air.”

“And watch them in wide eye wonder.”

Bonnie smiled. “That too. Now she’s all grown up and having adventures with her companion Antoni.”

“Yeah, speaking of which, they are about to have another one.”

“Yes. I’m sure she’ll write about it after it’s over.”

“I’m looking forward to it.”

“So am I.”

“Are you looking forward to the boys?”

“What choice do I have?”

They laughed.

“Ms. Mineur and Mr. Winchester, please report to the hatch immediately.” Captain Whitfield disconnected. He looked around the bridge. Things were normal. “I’ll be back.”

Snowstorm had just landed on Mercury’s dark side. The shadows were thick there. Captain Whitfield walked to the hatch, where both Violet and Antoni were waiting.

“Ah, Ms. Mineur and Mr. Winchester, are you ready for another adventure?”

Both Violet and Antoni smiled and nodded their heads.

“What will it be this time?”

“Fire nymphs,” said Violet.

Captain Whitfield smiled. “Fire nymphs? Hmm, you’re half water nymph, aren’t you?”

“Yes.”

“Well, be careful. Both of you. I hate it when you run into trouble.”

“We’ll do our best, Captain,” said Violet.

Captain Whitfield opened the hatch. “Good luck and we all look forward to the next blog post.”

The two young people walked down the ramp to the ground. They were full of life and energy. The older man watched them go. He sighed. He remembered being young. He turned and walked away. He knew his other officers would voice the same concerns over the two young people.

There was nothing they could do. Ms. Mineur and Mr. Winchester would do as they pleased. There was no other way for them to grow up into responsible adults. Captain Whitfield knew this from personal experience. It wouldn’t matter how much anyone would say, the two would have to learn the hard way as they all did.

He arrived at the conference room and sat down. The other officer turned to him.

Dr. Brown was the first to speak. “What is it this time?”

“Fire nymphs.”

“They’re real?” asked Galley Master Douglas.

Captain Whitfield smiled. “Well, Ms. Mineur is half water nymph. So, I would have to say yes, fire nymphs are real.”

“What’s next? Earth nymphs?” Dr. Brown threw up his hands.

Galley Master Douglas laughed. “They must be on Earth!”

Soon they all laughed.

Violet and Antoni kept walking in silence for quite some time. They headed for the nearest train station. They didn’t need to speak. Violet glowed, but she no longer negatively affected anything around her. Antoni could see her glow from her inner magic. It made him smile.

He knew he always wanted her in his life. He didn’t think about how long they would have together. The time they had now was enough for him. He didn’t want it to end.

It wouldn’t. But neither was aware of this next adventure yet. It had only just started.

They reached the train station.

“So, where to now, Violet?”

“How about here.” She pointed on the route map. “This little town will do.”

“Okay, who’s there?”

“Jack, his daughter Ada, and her husband Lui.”

“So, that’s who we’re visiting this time.”

“Yes.”

They bought their tickets and validated them. They stood on the platform and waited for the next train. They stared out the windows and watched the scenery fly past them. They didn’t care how long the train ride would be. It was just another adventure for them.


Chapter 2 The Flames are Alive!

Violet and Antoni got off the train. They had arrived in a small town with a nearly constant fire at the edge of it. She looked closer at the flames.

“Antoni, that’s not an ordinary fire.”

“No? Can you see fire nymphs?”

She nodded. “They are much like the air and water nymphs. Just red like fire.”

He nodded. “Of course they are. They represent their element. Just as the water nymphs represent water and the air nymphs represent air.”

“Of course. I’m sure the nymphs all know that.”

He chuckled.

A red skinned person approached them. “Hello. Are you new in town?”

Antoni answered, “Yes, we are just visiting.”

“I see the lady is part water nymph.”

Violet answer, “Yes, I am. You must be a fire nymph.”

“My coloring gives it away, doesn’t it?”

“Yes.” She paused. “It looks like there are quite a few fire nymphs in this town.”

“We’ve always been here on Mercury. The humans who came here like to have us be their servants. Or to be their handypeople, or tradespeople.”

“I read about that.”

“Did you read about our local legend of General Williams’ ghost?”

“No.”

“They say he still roams Mercury usually trailed by the ghosts of the fire nymphs he tortured.”

“Wow. I bet that’s a sight to see.”

“If you can see ghosts.” He nodded and walked away.

“Ghosts?” Antoni looked at Violet.

She shrugged. “I don’t know if I can see ghosts.”

“I’m not sure I can either, but we might find out on this adventure.”

They resumed walking through the town. There wasn’t much to see. There were few people out walking around. Many were working on repairing buildings or indoors doing their jobs. The landscape itself wasn’t much too look at. Unless you liked rocks. Lots of rocks of all different sizes.

But the backdrop of the stars was a common sight on the dark side of Mercury. There were lots of the silver dots all over the black sky. It was always nighttime on Mercury. It was much too hot on the light side of the planet. The fire nymphs could survive on the light side of the planet without any trouble. They were made of fire after all.

A young human woman walked right past them nearly running into them. “Oh, sorry.”

“No problem,” said Violet.

The young woman stopped. “Wow, and I thought the fire nymphs were strange looking when I first met them.”

“I’m half water nymph.”

“Oh! That would explain your coloring.” She sighed.

“Is something wrong?”

“Oh, I was just wondering if my husband and I had a child, what would he or she look like? I’m not sure. He’s somewhat like you; half fire nymph.”

“Oh, then your child might have a strange coloring for a human, but so what? It will still be your child.”

“And I would love him or her dearly.” She paused. “I’m
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