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	Legal & Disclaimer

	The information contained in this ebook is not designed to replace or take the place of any form of medicine or professional medical advice. The information in this ebook has been provided for educational & entertainment purposes only.

	The information contained in this book has been compiled from sources deemed reliable, and it is accurate to the best of the Author's knowledge; however, the Author cannot guarantee its accuracy and validity and cannot be held liable for any errors or omissions. Changes are periodically made to this book. You must consult your doctor or get professional medical advice before using any of the suggested remedies, techniques, or information in this book.

	Upon using the information contained in this book, you agree to hold harmless the Author from and against any damages, costs, and expenses, including any legal fees potentially resulting from the application of any of the information provided by this guide. This disclaimer applies to any damages or injury caused by the use and application, whether directly or indirectly, of any advice or information presented, whether for breach of contract, tort, negligence, personal injury, criminal intent, or under any other cause of action.

	You agree to accept all risks of using the information presented inside this book. You need to consult a professional medical practitioner in order to ensure you are both able and healthy enough to participate in this program.
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	Buying a car is a major financial commitment, so knowing how to keep yours running well could save you a great deal of money. Overall, owning a car costs far more than many people assume. You pay for insurance, taxes, interest on your car loan, repairs, fuel, and the vehicle itself. Putting even a handful of these car care suggestions into practice could begin saving you a considerable amount of both time and money.

	A small investment of time in learning the basics could keep you from paying for repairs down the road and save you plenty of cash. Spotting common car troubles doesn't require any mechanical expertise. All you need is the ability to rely on your eyes and your nose.

	Take a Look Underneath

	Do you see stains under your car? Drips? These may be harmless, but damp spots can also signal something much more serious. What color is the liquid? If it is orange, blue, or yellowish green, it could indicate a radiator leak, damage from an overheated engine, or a water pump in need of repair. Leaks of this sort should be addressed promptly.

	Fluid that is black and oily or dark brown may indicate an oil leak. A faulty seal or gasket might be causing it. Repairs like these can be expensive, so it is wise to bring your car to a mechanic you trust.

	An oily red spot may indicate a leak of transmission fluid or power steering fluid. At times you will notice a clear liquid, which is usually just condensation and nothing to worry about. If you notice a wisp of smoke coming from a wheel while you drive, you may have a stuck brake, and you should pull over. Smoke of any kind means you need to visit a mechanic.

	Trust Your Sense of Smell

	Feel free to sniff around the car to find out whether something is wrong. If you catch a smell like burnt toast, the cause could be an electrical short or burning insulation. Don't take the chance of driving the car. If you notice a rotten egg smell, the catalytic converter is most likely the culprit, and it will need to be repaired.

	A heavy, acrid odor is often a sign that oil is burning. Look under the car to check for a leak. You may also spot bluish smoke coming out of the tailpipe, and you should get this checked as soon as possible.

	If you smell gasoline after your car fails to start, the engine may have become flooded. Give it a few minutes and then try again. If the gasoline smell lingers, there may be a leak somewhere in your fuel system, which can be dangerous, so get your car to a mechanic right away.

	These simple tips will help alert you to a potential problem with your car that needs attention.

	
Chapter 2: The Right Way to Check Your Fluids

	One part of keeping your car in excellent condition is making sure you check your fluid levels on a regular basis. In fact, monitoring these levels is essential to the health of your car. Reading your owner's manual is a good idea. It should include engine diagrams that show you where to check each of the key fluids. It is a great way to learn where the important fluids are located. You can also search online for pictures that might help you.

	Engine Oil

	1. Near the front of the engine you will find a cap labeled "Oil." Check your oil while the engine is off. Pull out the dipstick.

	2. Wipe the oil from it using a rag.

	3. Slide the dipstick back into its tube.

	4. Pull it out again and read the level.

	5. The dipstick carries two marks, a maximum and a minimum. If the oil falls between them, it is fine. If it sits below the minimum, you should add oil. For older cars, it is a good idea to check the oil every few weeks. For newer cars, check once a month.

	Transmission Oil

	If your car has an automatic transmission, you will have to locate a dipstick to check the fluid level. It is usually found toward the back of the engine. Methods for checking transmission fluid vary, and the owner's manual can tell you which applies. In most cars, the engine must be running and the transmission set to park or neutral. For an accurate reading, the transmission should be warmed up, so take the car for a short drive to bring it to operating temperature. Be sure to check this once a year.

	Engine Coolant

	Never, under any circumstances, take off the radiator cap while the engine is hot. Scalding coolant could spray out at you and leave you with serious burns. On most vehicles there is an overflow bottle with clearly visible level lines. Be sure the coolant sits somewhere between those lines.

	Power Steering Fluid

	Your vehicle relies on a special oil to assist its power steering. This fluid should be checked on a regular basis. In most cases the check is done right at the pump, though on some vehicles the reservoir is a separate unit located away from the pump.

	Brake Fluid

	On the majority of newer vehicles, you can read the brake fluid level without having to touch the master cylinder cap at all. The side of the reservoir carries marks that indicate the different levels. While you are taking off the cover, take care that nothing drips onto the paint.

	Windshield Washer Fluid

	Look for the container holding the blue liquid that does such a good job of keeping your windshield clean. Most of these reservoirs have clear markings. Even so, on a few of the newer vehicles the reservoir is tucked away, which makes it hard to spot. Just take off the cap and start pouring. Using a funnel can make it much easier to top up your washer fluid and the other fluids.
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