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INTRODUCTION

This book could not come at a better time. My first grandchild, Jude Stewart, age two, sits down every day, several times a day, at a crafts table in her apartment, earnestly busying herself with numerous crafts projects appropriate for her age. She, like most children, is curious, active, interested, and unafraid of self-expression in almost any medium. She colors, finger-paints, pastes stickers everywhere, glues beans on paper, punches out interesting shapes like bunnies and flowers from colorful papers, and is just learning how to wield a paintbrush and color inside the lines. Much of what she will need for years to come, and what her mother will need to guide her, can be found right here in the pages of this book—including dozens of charming and easy projects, with step-by-step, clear how-to instructions. This book is, indeed, a treasure trove for children and their “teachers.” The many various projects included were all designed with simplicity in mind, making good use of common materials, and encouraging colorful, happy, uncomplicated results. Nothing is so difficult that an attention span will wane, and nothing requires supplies that are difficult to find.

I was a crafter and artist as a child, always looking for a project that would result in something special to give to Mom, take to school, or display in our home. I painted, did lots of ceramics and pottery, and sewed, knitted, and embroidered. My list for Santa included art supplies, crafting tools, and papers and glues. My daughter, Alexis, was always busy—a diligent student, she also crafted constantly. She worked with clay, and she became an excellent weaver and potter. My many nieces and nephews were likewise occupied with crafts—many of which were inspired by teachers and homework assignments, but many originated at home, using supplies found in pantries and basement workshops. I was continually amazed at how prolific, how original, and how beautiful so many of their crafts were.

I have saved many one-of-a-kind objects given to me by young crafters—the painted and glazed clay bowls, the woven place mats and table runners, the paintings, the cards, the scarves, and the pot holders and the stuffed animals and necklaces and bracelets. I expect to be the recipient of many more such treasures as the result of this book, things that children of all ages will enjoy making after school, on weekends, and during holidays. I believe, as so many of us “doers” believe, that children need constant stimulation, continuous inspiration, and clear guidelines. They need projects for their hands as well as for their minds. Here are 175 excellent “recipes” to help them thrive.

[image: martha's signature]


[image: cross-stitch martha]

P.S. To make a cross-stitch portrait like mine, see Cross-Stitch Family Portraits.
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ORIGAMI FINGER PUPPETS

Finger puppets are a snap to create with squares of paper and a set of markers. Make a few folds, and watch as the characters’ personalities start to emerge; finish by drawing facial details. If you start with origami paper, which comes in convenient squares, you don’t even have to do any cutting.

[image: folding finger puppets]

ORIGAMI FINGER PUPPETS HOW-TO

STEPS:
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 1. Fold top corner of square paper down to bottom; reopen. Fold bottom corner up to middle; refold top down.
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2. Fold left and right corners down to bottom.
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3. Fold bottom points up, angled, beyond top edges. (Where you fold will determine length of ears; make some shorter than others if desired.)
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4. Fold sides in at an angle, as shown.
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5. Fold bottom point up to meet the top center point; flip over.
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6. Fold tips of center points to the back. Draw on facial details.


PIPE CLEANER PALS

What could be better than hanging out with a barrel of monkeys, having a snack with a squirrel, or playing dress-up with a chameleon? Maybe you can’t bring real wildlife home, but you can make do by making your own. These fuzzy animals come together with just a few coils, snips, and dots of glue.

[image: gap-toothed girl with braid]
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squirrel This funny guy, like all the creatures on these pages, was formed by shaping a head and neck from one pipe cleaner, then wrapping a marker with a second pipe cleaner to make a coil and slipping it over the first to create the body. For features—ears, eyes, a bushy tail—attach snippets of other pipe cleaners or bits of felt with glue.

 

[image: ]

chameleon Can you spot the lizard in this picture? The chameleon’s chief talent is blending into his surroundings. Craft him from green pipe cleaners and let him hide in plain sight—only his darting orange tongue and yellow felt eyes will give him away.
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tiger Black stripes on orange fur give the tiger his distinctive look. Apply the stripes with permanent marker after twisting the big cat into shape with orange pipe cleaners.

 

PIPE CLEANER PALS HOW-TO


SUPPLIES:

• Pipe cleaners

• Marker (for shaping body and making details)

• Felt

• Scissors or nail clippers

• White craft glue




BASIC STEPS:

to make a basic head

[image: to make a basic head]

 1. Make a loop in the middle of a pipe cleaner. The size and shape of the loop determine the size and shape of the head. Wrap head from neck to nose (the remaining length will hold body in place and form tail).


to make a basic body

[image: to make a basic body]

2. Coil pipe cleaner around a marker (the thicker the marker, the fatter the animal) and slide off.


to make a chameleon

[image: ]

 1. Make basic head and body shapes, leaving tail extra long for curling. Slide body into place. Slip legs between coils, and twist to secure.
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2. Cut out felt eyes; glue on. Bend legs at knees and feet. Cut a skinny pipe cleaner for tongue.
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3. Draw pupils on eyes with a permanent marker. Slide tongue into face; curl end.


to make a tiger
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 1. Make basic head and body shapes. Slide body into place. Slip back legs over tail; twist to secure. Slip front legs behind first coil and twist.
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2. Slide ears through top of head, and reshape. Bend tip of tail.
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3. Cut eyes and nose from felt; glue on. Trim fur on face and ears with scissors. Add stripes with marker.


to make a squirrel
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 1. Make basic head shape, leaving a shorter length on the end of the head piece for a hook. Hook a piece of fluffy pipe cleaner onto it. Make a short body.
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2. Slide body into place. Shape ears. Slip through top of head. Cut felt eyes; glue on. Place legs over front and back coils, and twist to secure.
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3. Curl tail.


to make a monkey
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 1. Make basic head shape, leaving face loop unwrapped. Bend tail up. Form a short body, and slide into place. Slip long legs in front and back of the coils, and twist to secure.
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2. Twist ends of ears onto head. Curl tail. Cut a yellow piece for a banana.
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3. Curl front paw around banana.


PAPER BAG PUPPETS

Turn paper lunch sacks upside down and glue on paper details to produce a gaggle of adorable animal puppets. Little hands can easily manipulate small bags—3-by-6-inch flat-bottom bags with side pleats are best—but you can use any size bag you have on hand. Brown lunch bags are ideal for dogs and lions; look for pink gift bags for the pigs. Craft a pair of “curtains” from poster board and decorative paper to make a theater for the puppet show, or just send the puppeteers behind the sofa for an impromptu performance.

[image: paper bag puppet theater]

PAPER BAG PUPPETS HOW-TO


SUPPLIES:

• Paper Bag Puppets templates

• Scissors

• Pinking shears

• Construction and decorative papers

• Flat-bottom paper bags

• White craft glue or glue stick




tip

Glue tiny details, such as claws, onto larger paper pieces before assembling the puppet.



to make a lion

[image: ]

 1. Use template to cut a large circle for the mane from yellow construction paper (use pinking shears around edge). Cut a rectangle out of the center, and slip the bag’s bottom into the opening to create face; glue to secure.
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2. Use templates to cut ears and arms from another bag; cut inner ears, eyes, nose, teeth, and claws from construction paper. Glue on features (see previous tip). Attach arms to front half of side pleats, ears and teeth under face.


to make a pig

 1. Glue pink construction paper to bottom of a pink gift bag to hide creases.


2. Use templates to cut ears and snout from decorative paper in a rosy shade; glue in place. Add tiny black construction-paper eyes and nostrils.


3. Cut arms from pink construction paper; glue to front half of the bag’s side pleats.


to make a dog

 1. Fold under lower corners of bag’s flattened bottom to shape face, and glue in place.


2. Use templates to cut nose and belly from white construction paper, and ears and tail from brown. Cut eyes and nose from black paper, and tongue from pink.


3. Glue everything in place, securing tongue under face and tail to the back of bag.


BALLOON ANIMALS

Clever twists or party tricks aren’t needed to make a trio of lofty creatures. Just start with ordinary helium-filled balloons. Cut facial features and legs out of airy tissue paper, so the balloon stays aloft, and fashion ears out of lightweight paper that won’t flop, such as vellum. Affix with double-sided tape (ears and legs should have folded tabs).

[image: kid looking at balloon animals]

COTTON-BALL SHEEP

Real sheep are covered in fleece as white as snow, but you can make your own cuddly little lambs out of black paper and cotton balls.
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COTTON-BALL SHEEP HOW-TO


SUPPLIES:

• Black card stock

• Colored pencil

• Scissors

• Hole punch

• String

• White craft glue

• Cotton balls



STEPS:

 1. Draw a sheep shape onto black card stock with pencil and cut out.


2. Punch a hole at top, thread string through, and tie ends together.


3. Glue cotton balls to both sides, leaving the face and leg areas uncovered. Hang a small flock from a window or in a doorway.


ROCK FRIENDS

Those smooth stones you collect on nature walks and on strolls along the shore have a lot of life in them—you just need to apply some paint and glue to form alligators, ladybugs, frogs, and more. You can even paint a whole school of fish like the one shown at the beginning of the book.
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alligator This great gator is held together mostly with wooden coffee stirrers and glue; like his amphibian pals, he’s made up of many parts. A simple scale design on his back and a set of sharp painted teeth bring him to life. Watch out for those chompers!

 

ROCK FRIENDS HOW-TO


SUPPLIES:

• Paper and pencil to sketch

• Rocks

• Modeling clay

• Cement glue, such as 527

• Wooden coffee stirrers

• Scissors

• Acrylic paint and fine paintbrush



[image: rock friends supplies]

BASIC STEPS:

 1. Sketch your idea on paper. For creatures that require more than one rock, arrange the rocks until the figure looks right. Glue large body parts together; you can use modeling clay to support the pieces while the glue dries (putting the clay in the alligator’s mouth, for example). For body parts that don’t overlap each other a lot, glue lengths of wooden coffee stirrers underneath for more support.


2. Glue on small stones for feet, eyes, and other details. When glue is dry, paint the sticks to match the stones, add paint to create features, and remove clay.


[image: stone ladybugs on a yellow leaf]

ladybugs Creating a family of red-winged ladies couldn’t be simpler: Each is made from a single rock. Sketch a pair of wings and dots for eyes on paper first, then re-create the look with paint on a series of oval stones, ranging in size from little to teensy-tiny.
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turtle This little guy needs a bit of coaxing to come out of his shell. Paint a basic turtle-shell shape onto a big, round rock (here, thin green lines were painted as outlines and filled in with a lighter shade of green). Secure the smaller parts—four oval stones for feet, a skinny tail, an angled head—to the body with glue and coffee stirrers. Finish by painting on eyes and toenails.
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frogs A pair of happy bullfrogs is marked by big, lazy eyes and tongues ready to catch passing flies. Glue two paddle-like feet under the round bodies, and tiny stones atop for the eyes. Paint dots in various sizes and shades of green.

 

CLOTHESPIN CHARACTERS

Fill a miniature farmyard with double-sided animals you draw yourself. Stand them up on legs formed from ordinary clothespins.

[image: clothespin sheep, pig, and cow]

CLOTHESPIN CHARACTERS HOW-TO


SUPPLIES:

• White paper

• Markers or crayons

• Scissors

• Clothespins



STEPS:
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 1. Fold white paper in half and draw an animal on one side, aligning its bottom with the fold.
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2. Cut out (do not cut fold), and draw mirror image of animal on the other side.
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3. For the legs, clip on 2 clothespins—use small ones for a squat creature, like a duck, and big ones for a cow.


TWIG DOG

Try teaching this dog a new trick: how to “sit” on your finger. To make him, you’ll need a small stick with a branch on either side. An adult should cut the stick so there’s a half inch above and below the branches, then trim the branches to a few inches. Draw a friendly face on paper; cut it out and glue to the top of the stick. Try to balance the twig on your finger; keep trimming the branches until it stays in place.

[image: little girl with twig dog]

EGGS-TRAORDINARY CREATURES

Here’s a plan worth hatching: Use hollowed-out eggshells and a few crafts supplies to make a flock of bluebirds or a barnyard full of cows, pigs, and chickens. You can begin with white eggs and dye them as you like. Brown eggs are a natural starting point for animals with dark fur or feathers, and tiny speckled quail eggs are sized right for baby cows. Make them by the dozen!

[image: bluebirds in a nest]

bluebirds These baby birds started out white. Dyed a light blue, then outfitted with crepe-paper wings and beaks, they’re now singing for their supper. Arrange the little family in a nest of shredded kraft paper.

 

[image: egg pigs]

pigs This pale pink mama and her piglet are cooling off in a puddle of construction-paper mud. Their legs are made with pipe-cleaner snippets; their ears from crepe paper. For the nose, glue on a button. To make a curly tail, pull a plain piece of embroidery floss along scissors, as you would to curl a ribbon; glue in place.
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cows An udderly adorable calf starts out as a speckled quail egg, and a pair of Holsteins gets their spots from black paint. The bull with the rounded furry legs is made from a smaller brown egg. All have crepe-paper features and embroidery-floss or yarn tails. Use a piece of pipe cleaner (add spots with a marker) for each pair of legs.
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chickens This brood poses for a family portrait to welcome their latest addition. All the family members share fun features fashioned from felt and crepe paper—beaks, feet, and cockscomb feathers—but the chicks are dyed bright yellow.

 

EGGS-TRAORDINARY CREATURES HOW-TO


SUPPLIES:

• Eggs

• Utility knife

• Paper clip

• Ear syringe

• Straight pins

• Foam board

• Paper towels

• Jar

• Vinegar

• Food coloring

• Paper cups

• Tongs

• Scissors

• Construction paper, pipe cleaners, felt, or crepe paper (for embellishments)

• White craft glue

• Pink buttons (for pigs)

• Clear tape

• Tempera paint and paintbrush or marker

• Embroidery floss or yarn




tip

Make a board for drying the eggs evenly; place even rows of straight pins in a piece of foam board.
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BASIC STEPS:

 1. An adult should pierce each egg at both ends with a utility knife, widening one hole a bit.


2. Working over a bowl, poke a straightened paper clip through wide hole in egg; stir yolk.


3. Place ear syringe in smaller hole; squeeze. Contents will pour out of egg and into bowl. Repeat with remaining eggs. (Wash hands well before proceeding.)


to dye the eggs

[image: ]

 1. Cover work area with paper towels. In a jar, mix 1 teaspoon vinegar, 20 drops food coloring, and 1 cup warm water.


2. Dunk egg (weight it down with a paper cup filled halfway with water). Soak 5 minutes for light colors, 10 minutes for darker shades.


3. Remove egg with tongs and let dry on prepared board.


to embellish the eggs

[image: ]

 1. Cut out feet from felt or construction paper; or make legs by bending a pipe cleaner into a V shape. Glue to egg so it can stand (use a fine paintbrush to apply small amounts of glue).


2. Cut out ears, horns, and combs from felt or crepe paper. Glue to egg and let dry at least 20 minutes. For pigs, glue on button noses (use tape to secure them while they dry, then gently peel off).


3. Add eyes and nostrils with paint or a marker. Glue on embroidery-floss or yarn tails.


FELTED FINGER PUPPETS

Try this on for handfuls of fun: Assemble an entire zoo (or barnyard, or jungle) of fuzzy puppets, each sized just right for tiny fingers, using little more than felting wool, soap, and water. Use the creatures to put on a show or just tuck them into your pocket as on-the-go companions.

[image: felted finger pupppets on a cart with a pink background]
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FELTED FINGER PUPPETS HOW-TO



SUPPLIES:

• Dye-free liquid dishwashing detergent

• Pitcher

• Wool roving (unspun wool); available at crafts stores

• Washboard

• Embroidery needle

• Embroidery floss

• Wool felt

• Scissors

• Felted Finger Puppets templates

• Fabric glue



[image: felted finger puppets]

BASIC STEPS:

 1. Mix 4 tablespoons of liquid dishwashing detergent with 6 cups hot water in a pitcher.Wrap felting wool in layers around the pointer finger on the hand you don’t write with. The wool should be snug but not tight. Add wool until you can’t feel your knuckles through it. (The soft wool should be about ⅛ inch thick when pressed.)


2. Dip your wool-wrapped finger in the hot soapy water, and press with the fingertips of your other hand; continue to dip and squeeze until the fibers seem to hold together. Now you can add stripes (as for the bumblebee): work strips of a different color felting wool into the puppet with your fingertips.


3. Strengthen the felt by rubbing it on the washboard. Change directions as you rub, and don’t press very hard. Rinse under the faucet when done; remove from finger and let dry completely before proceeding.


4. Sew eyes, antennae, and other tiny details directly onto dry puppet with embroidery floss, or onto store-bought felt for monkey, pig, and sheep.


5. Use templates to cut ears, wings, and similar pieces from store-bought felt, enlarging or reducing them a bit if necessary. Glue all features to puppet.


HAND-DRAWN STUFFED ANIMALS

Imagine if hand-drawn monsters, woodland creatures, and fairy-tale characters could jump right off the sketch pad. Follow these steps, and you can set your own artwork free. Little ones should ask a grown-up to sew their animals using their illustrations as a pattern. Older kids can go ahead and do the drawing, cutting, and sewing themselves. Don’t worry about perfection—these playful characters are meant to be one of a kind.

[image: stuffed striped animal with green background]

[image: an assortent of stuffed animals]

HAND-DRAWN STUFFED ANIMALS HOW-TO

[image: finished creature]


SUPPLIES:

• Paper and colored pencils to sketch

• Scissors

• Pins

• Felt or other fabric

• Tailor’s chalk

• Fabric scissors

• Needle and thread

• Buttons

• Polyester stuffing

• Pipe cleaners, yarn, ribbon, and other items for embellishments



BASIC STEPS:

[image: ]

 1. Sketch a character onto paper. Make a photocopy if you want to keep the original or make it smaller or larger. Cut out only the parts that will be stuffed; ears and limbs can be made from other material and sewn on later.
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2. Pin pattern, facedown, to 2 pieces of fabric, which can be the same or different colors or material. Trace pattern with tailor’s chalk, leaving about ¼ inch of extra space all around; cut out both layers. Unpin pattern.
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3. Sew the creature’s features, such as button eyes, a felt mouth, or inner ears, to the front piece of fabric.


[image: ]

4. Re-pin the 2 fabric pieces together with the features on the inside. Sew together with a needle and thread or a sewing machine, leaving an opening for stuffing.


[image: ]

5. Turn the pieces right side out. Fill with stuffing, then sew closed.


[image: ]

6. Finish by attaching ears, limbs, or other details. You can use felt, pipe cleaners, yarn, ribbon, or other things you might find around the house to complete your animal.



POM-POM ANIMALS

These characters are easier to make than they look, thanks to a useful little tool called a pom-pom maker, available at crafts stores or online. Once you get the hang of winding and snipping and fluffing, you can put together a cuddly friend in no time.

[image: pom pom owls]

owls Whooo goes there? Why it’s a mama owl, made from a small pom-pom stitched atop a larger one, and her single-puffball baby.
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bunnies Shy rabbits hop along a field of tall shredded-paper grass, looking for veggies to bring to their picnic. If you don’t have a pom-pom maker small enough for a baby bunny, you can always make a larger pom-pom and trim it down to size.

 

POM-POM ANIMALS HOW-TO


SUPPLIES:

• Pom-pom maker kit in size small

• Yarn in various colors, sizes, and thicknesses

• Small scissors

• Embroidery floss

• Needle

• Pom-Pom Animals templates

• Pencil

• Felt in various colors

• Waxed thread in white and brown

• Tacky (clear) glue



BASIC STEPS:

[image: ]

 1. Open the two arms on top of a pom-pom maker and start winding yarn at one end; go back and forth over the arms with the yarn until it is wrapped as densely as desired. Close arms and open the arms on the bottom; repeat wrapping.


[image: ]

2. Holding the pom-pom maker closed, use scissors to snip the yarn along the center of the rounded edges. Then cut a length of matching embroidery floss and tie the pom-pom in the center; pull tight and knot twice.
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3. Open the pom-pom maker’s arms, then carefully pull the two sides of the maker apart and off the pom-pom.
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4. Trim any long or straggly yarn ends; if desired, trim the pom-pom further for a denser, smaller ball.


[image: ]

5. Leave the floss you tied off with intact if you plan to attach the pom-pom to another one.



tips

Follow the instructions on the pom-pom maker’s package, but also keep these suggestions in mind:


• The more times you wind the arched arms, the denser and fuller the results. (You may want to wrap four or five times for thicker yarns and at least six to eight times for thinner yarns.)

• It’s normal for a pom-pom to look imperfect when it comes out of the maker—trim it to give it a tighter appearance and to make it the proper size.

• Tie off the center with a length of the same yarn, if it’s strong enough to be pulled tightly. If not, choose a fine, strong yarn (or even embroidery floss).

• Once it’s knotted, you’ll have a two-strand tail—leave this long if you plan to attach the pom-pom to something like another pom-pom or a piece of fabric.






to make a bunny
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 1. Make two light brown pom-poms, one for the body and the other smaller, for the head.


2. Stitch the head to the body using a needle and the tail of the embroidery floss used to tie it (or attach with tacky glue).



[image: ]
3. Use the templates to cut out ears from tan felt; cut tiny eyes and a nose from black felt. Cut whiskers from white waxed thread. Glue in place.



did you know?

You can use any kind of yarn you like when making pom-poms; silk, mohair, wool, acrylic, or a blend of these will work well, and each yields a different finished effect. In general, fuzzy, soft, lofty yarn is best. And the smaller you want the pom-pom to be, the thinner the yarn should be.



to make an owl

[image: owl components]

 1. Make two pom-poms, a dark brown one for the body and a smaller, striped gray-and-brown one for the head (see tip for how to make stripes).


2. Stitch the head to the body using a needle and the tail of the embroidery floss used to tie it (or attach with tacky glue).


3. Use templates to cut out the owl’s wings and facial features from felt. Glue in place.



tip

To make stripes, wind one color around a portion of the pom-pom maker’s arm and cut yarn. Switch color and repeat for as many stripes as desired. Repeat process in reverse color order on other arm.




to make a bumblebee
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 1. Make two pom-poms, one striped with black and yellow (see previous tip), the other slightly smaller and solid black.
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2. Stitch the head to the body using a needle and the tail of the embroidery floss used to tie it (or attach with tacky glue).


3. Use templates to cut a pair of wings from white felt. For antennae, cut two lengths of waxed thread, and knot at one end. Glue in place.


[image: ]

bumblebee The striped pom-pom of a handmade bumble is one piece crafted in alternating bunches of black and yellow. Felt wings and waxed-thread antennae complete his buzz-worthy suit.

 

SHELL MENAGERIE

The sea can inspire you to create animals of all sorts—and not just the kinds with fins, scales, and tentacles. You can glue seashells together to make land-loving creatures, too; collect a bunch and then experiment with shapes and sizes before gluing them in place. Sturdy bivalve shells make fine bodies and heads, while tall, skinny augers are perfect for legs and arms. If you can’t collect them from the shore, inexpensive bags of shells can be found at crafts stores or gift shops.

[image: a collection of seashells with funny faces]

funny faces For a collection of characters, glue smaller shells (or craft beads) onto larger ones to make facial features like eyes, mouths, and noses.
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turkeys These puffed-up turkeys shake their scallop-shell tail feathers and strut on olive-shell feet. Their bodies are made from still-connected mussels.

 

[image: shell giraffe]

giraffe Pointy swirled shells, called augers, make up this giraffe’s neck and legs. A Babylon shell is just the right shape for his round midsection.
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poodle Tiny pink rice shells grace the ears of this well-groomed canine. Her coat is made from frilly ark shells, and she has prim cerith-shell legs.
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koala The curvy shapes of clam and scallop shells are just right for koala bodies, ears, feet, and noses. Choose larger shells for a papa bear, smaller ones for a joey. A couple of tall, slim razor clam shells become eucalyptus trees, with cockles for leaves.

 

SHELL MENAGERIE HOW-TO
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SUPPLIES:

• Shells in various shapes and sizes

• Cement glue, such as 527

• Modeling clay

• Beads

• Small paintbrush



BASIC STEPS:

[image: shell body]

 1. Form the body: Lay a clamshell down lengthwise and glue shells to the bottom edge for feet (we used 2 smaller bivalves for the koala). Use modeling clay to support shells while the glue dries.



[image: shell face]

2. For the face, glue small shells for ears and a nose onto the front of a medium-size clamshell; glue tiny beads in place for eyes (a small paintbrush is helpful for dotting on the glue). Tuck clay underneath for support while drying.


3. When the glue is completely dry, join the 2 body parts and support with clay until glue sets. (Modify these techniques to make other animals.)


 CANDY MONSTERS

Come October, nearly everything takes on new, frightful personalities—even candies can get into the act. Sticks of hard candy, marshmallows, licorice whips, gumdrops, and tiny sprinkles can be used to create a variety of ghouls and goblins, from a toothy skeleton to a hulking goon hatched straight from a mad scientist’s lab.

[image: candy monsters]

wrap it up After you assemble your beastly crew, wrap each character in cellophane and secure with a length of ribbon. They make great treats to fend off tricksters on All Hallows Eve.

 

CANDY MONSTERS HOW-TO


SUPPLIES:

• Scissors

• Marshmallows (for skull)

• Toothpick

• White candy-coated licorice pastels

• Black licorice drops, laces, and twists

• Candy sticks

• Gumdrops

• Large lollipops

• Candy-coated mints

• Candy sprinkles



to make a skull pop
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 1. With scissors, cut 1 white marshmallow to make pieces for head and jaw, exposing stickiness.


2. Poke holes into marshmallow pieces with a toothpick to make sticky spots for eyes, teeth, and nose. Poke white licorice pastels into jaw for teeth, and press black licorice drops into head for eyes. Snip a piece of black licorice twist into a small triangle for the nose, and press into place.


3. Poke a few times into marshmallow with the toothpick to make a large hole for a candy stick. Push candy stick into hole, through jaw, and into skull.


to make monster pops

[image: monster pops supplies]

 1. Cut top and bottom off white gumdrop and cut top off black gumdrop. Stick black gumdrop to top of white gumdrop for head. Stick onto lollipop. Cut a smaller spice drop in half lengthwise for arms, and cut tops off 2 more to use for legs; press into place.


2. Poke holes with a toothpick and add tiny candy details, such as a candy-coated mint nose, and snipped licorice or sprinkle eyes, neck bolts, and mouth. (Make green monster following same directions.)


PUMPKIN KITTEN

Whether you’re a Halloween witch in need of a loyal companion or a black cat looking for a kitty to cuddle, this palm-size feline is up to the task. Simply connect two pumpkins—one small, the other even tinier—with skewers, then add paper ears, whiskers, and other details.

[image: little cat girl holding a frisky pumpkin friend]

frisky friend This fun and easy pumpkin project requires minimal carving; an adult should take charge of cutting out the eyes and the top of the smaller pumpkin. The rest is simple assembly and can be completed by children of all ages.

 

PUMPKIN KITTEN HOW-TO


SUPPLIES:

• 2 small pumpkins in graduated sizes

• Pumpkin saw

• Melon baller

• Wax pencil

• 2 wooden skewers

• Scissors

• Black construction paper

• Tape

• Toothpicks

• Waxed twine

• Broom bristles



STEPS:

[image: pumpkin kitten how-to]

 1. Cut top off smaller pumpkin with a pumpkin saw, and hollow out the insides with a melon baller. Keep stem on larger pumpkin intact for a tail.


2. Draw features on smaller pumpkin with wax pencil (indentation on bottom will be the nose). Cut out eyes with pumpkin saw and etch curved slits for cat’s mouth.


3. Decide where head will be positioned. Join head to body using 2 wooden skewers.


4. Using scissors, cut ears from construction paper; tape to toothpicks and insert in place. Tuck waxed twine inside etched slits for cat’s mouth. For whiskers, pierce holes with skewer; insert broom bristles.


MERINGUE MICE

Eeeek! Was that a mouse? Never fear, these skittering critters are made of sweet meringue. With black licorice tails and perky sliced-almond ears, they’re almost too cute to trap—or to eat.

[image: little boy holding a squeaky mouse by the tail]

sweet treat Even younger kids will delight in preparing—and sharing—meringue mice, which make great assembly-line gifts. Instead of using black candies, you can pipe dots of melted chocolate for the eyes and noses.

 

[image: meringue mice on pink bkgrd]


MERINGUE MICE HOW-TO
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SUPPLIES:

• Meringue recipe and ingredients (instructions follow)

• Pastry bag fitted with a large round tip (such as Ateco 803)

• 2 baking sheets lined with parchment paper

• Black licorice laces, cut into 3-inch lengths

• Tweezers

• Black nonpareil candies

• Sliced almonds

• Wire rack



to make the meringue


INGREDIENTS:

• 2 large egg whites, room temperature

• ½ cup sugar

• Pinch of cream of tartar

• ¼ teaspoon pure vanilla extract



DIRECTIONS:

 1. Combine the egg whites, sugar, and cream of tartar in the heat-proof bowl of an electric mixer, and place it over a pan of simmering water. Whisk constantly until whites are warm to the touch and sugar is dissolved, about 2 minutes. Test by rubbing the mixture between your fingers; it should be completely smooth, not grainy.



2. Transfer bowl to mixer stand; fit mixer with the whisk attachment. Starting on low speed and gradually increasing to high, beat egg-white mixture until completely cool and stiff, glossy peaks form, about 10 minutes. Add vanilla, and mix until combined.
MAKES ENOUGH FOR ABOUT 50 MICE



STEPS:


 1. Place meringue in a pastry bag fitted with the large round tip. Pipe teardrop shapes of meringue about 2 inches apart onto parchment-lined baking sheets: First hold the tip close to the parchment and squeeze a 1-inch-diameter oval mound; then reduce pressure and lift the tip up and slightly to one side to form a pointed end for the nose.



2. After all the meringue is piped, add licorice-lace tails, and then use tweezers to add tiny nonpareil candies for their eyes and noses. Place sliced-almond ears last, so they don’t get bumped out of position.


3. Preheat oven to 175°F, with racks in upper and lower thirds. Bake meringue mice until they are hard when gently tapped but still white, about 1½ hours. (Do not overbake, or they will crack and begin to brown.) Transfer to a wire rack and let cool completely. Store in an airtight container at room temperature for up to 1 week.


FELT MICE

Not a creature was stirring, not even … Well, maybe there is a mouse or two running around this holiday season. But these are so sweet, cut from felt and finished with striped-candy tails, no one will mind. Hand one out to everyone on your gift list.

[image: ]

FELT MICE HOW-TO
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SUPPLIES:

• Felt Mice templates

• Scissors

• Felt in various colors

• White craft glue

• Wrapped candy canes



STEPS:

 1. Use templates to cut out body and ears from felt in the same color. Cut inner ears and a dot for a nose from felt in a contrasting color. Cut tiny dots for eyes from black.


2. Glue the face and inner ears in place. Make slits in body for ears and tail where marked.


3. Slip ears through slits at front; slide a candy cane through body slits, tucking the end underneath.


PINECONE PENGUINS

Pinecones abound in the chilly months—take a walk through the yard or the woods and in no time you’ll have an armload. Why not use them for creating a colony of frosty, feathered birds? For wings, tails, and ears, peel scales from big cones like those from eastern white, western white, and sugar pine trees.

[image: ]

frosty scene Penguins can’t migrate far from their natural habitat, so use a mirror, extra pinecones, glitter, and some faux snow to make a frozen pond. The snowcapped mountain is made with card stock cut into an icicle pattern, glittered, then wrapped around a birch log and covered with cotton batting and faux snow.

 

PINECONE PENGUIN HOW-TO
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SUPPLIES:

• Scissors

• 2 large pinecone scales (for wings)

• Sandpaper

• 1 small piece cut from top of a pinecone (for neck)

• White craft glue

• 1 long pinecone (for body)

• Small paintbrushes

• White acrylic paint

• White coarse glitter

• 1 acorn cap (for face)

• Brown acrylic paint



STEPS:

 1. Cut the large pinecone scales so that each comes to a point, for wings.


2. Sand neck piece so it will fit easily onto top of pinecone body. Brush top of body with glue; attach neck.


3. Paint belly (cover scales completely) and half of acorn cap white (leave stem unpainted, for nose). Let dry completely.


4. Brush belly with glue; sprinkle with glitter. Let dry.


5. Brush neck with glue; attach acorn-cap face, with painted portion on bottom. Let dry.


6. Dot brown paint onto face, for eyes.


7. Brush rounded end of each wing with glue, and attach to body. Let dry.


ELFIN FAMILY

The North Pole—or any other wintry destination—is within easy reach when you re-create this charming tabletop scene. A family of elves gathers on a snowy hillside along with a tiny reindeer friend. Add artificial snow and a few bigger pinecones as trees in the background. For elves just like these, use cones from eastern white pine trees.

[image: fake snowy scene with the elfin family and reindeer friend]

ELFIN FAMILY HOW-TO


SUPPLIES:

• Colored and metallic pipe cleaners

• Scissors or nail clippers

• White and green bump chenille stems

• Tweezers

• Small paintbrush

• White craft glue

• Black seed beads

• Wooden craft beads (for heads)

• 2 small pinecone tops

• Acorn cap

• 4 scales of longleaf pinecone (for reindeer legs)

• Small pinecones

• Fine glitter (optional)



STEPS:
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 1. Shape short lengths of pipe cleaners into arms, legs, and hair for the girl. Make antlers by twisting short pieces around middle of longer pieces. Cut a strip of white chenille stem for the elf’s beard.


2. Using tweezers and a paintbrush, glue black seed beads to wooden craft beads to form eyes and mouths for the elves; glue slightly larger seed beads to a pinecone top for the reindeer’s head.


3. For the bearded elf’s hat, coil red metallic pipe cleaner into a cone by wrapping it around your little finger. Glue hat and beard to wooden-bead face.


4. For the girl, boy, and reindeer, glue hair, hats (pinecone top for girl, acorn cap for boy), and antlers in place.


5. Working from back to front, push pipe-cleaner arms and legs into the pinecones to secure; glue scales in place for reindeer legs.


6. Glue the heads to the pinecone bodies; let dry. To glitter pinecones (if desired), hold a cone carefully, and brush craft glue over tips of scales. Then, holding the cone over a bowl, spoon fine glitter over scales. Let dry.


RICE-CEREAL CRITTERS

Crisped-rice treats may have a reputation for being square, but with a little creativity and some edible embellishments, these lunch-box favorites can become the life of any party. Start with the ladybugs, bumble bees, and caterpillars shown here, then use other colorful trimmings thto create other cute creatures.

[image: ]

RICE-CEREAL CRITTERS HOW-TO


[image: Rice cereal critters supplies]

SUPPLIES:

• Cereal Mixture recipe and ingredients (instructions follow)

• Butter, for hands

• Scissors

• Black licorice laces

• Paring knife

• Gumdrops in red and yellow

• Wooden skewer or toothpick

• Candy wafers

• Green twizzle sticks



to make cereal mixture


INGREDIENTS:

• 5 tablespoons unsalted butter, cut into pieces

• 6 cups mini marshmallows

• 8 cups puffed-rice cereal, such as Rice Krispies

• Vegetable oil cooking spray



DIRECTIONS:

 1. Melt butter over low heat in a large saucepan. Add marshmallows and cook, stirring occasionally with a wooden spoon, until melted, about 10 minutes.



2. Remove from heat and stir in cereal until evenly combined. Coat a large bowl with cooking spray. Spoon cereal mixture into bowl and cover with plastic wrap so it won’t harden.
MAKES ENOUGH FOR ABOUT 70 CRITTERS




tip

Make shapes one at a time, working quickly while cereal mixture is soft and sticky.



STEPS:

 1. For each ladybug, roll cereal mixture with buttered hands into a 1-inch ball for the body. Snip licorice into 2 tiny pieces for “eyes” and slightly larger pieces for dots; snip a 1-inch piece for a stripe. For the head, slice off one side of a red gumdrop to expose stickiness, then press to the body. Poke holes in gumdrop and body with a skewer, then insert licorice pieces.


2. For each bumblebee, follow directions for ladybug (above), using a yellow gumdrop for the head and snipping licorice into antenna and 2 stripes along with the eyes. For wings, cut slits in either side of the body with a knife, then insert a candy wafer into each.


3. For each caterpillar, roll cereal mixture into four or five ¾-inch balls and press together to form the head and body. Poke holes into head and insert black licorice eyes and green twizzle stick antennae.
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[image: snowglobes with blue background]

SNOW GLOBES

A glittering snowfall makes any city sight—traffic and taxicabs, historic landmarks and high-rise buildings—look all the more magical. Shape your own from bakeable clay and glue them inside a homemade snow globe for an instant wintry wonderland.

[image: ]

SNOW GLOBES HOW-TO


[image: snow globes materials]

SUPPLIES:

• Sandpaper

• Glass jars with lids

• Polymer clay

• Clear nail polish

• Silicone glue

• Distilled water

• Glitter

• Glycerin




did you know?

Adding a dash of glycerin—a clear compound used in soap-making, available at drugstores—to the water in a snow globe will keep the glitter from falling too quickly. Don’t add more than a few drops, though, or the glitter will stick to the bottom of the jar when it’s flipped.



STEPS:

 1. Sand the inside of jar lids until the surface is rough, so glue will adhere to it.


2. Mold cars or buildings using polymer clay. Bake according to clay manufacturer’s instructions. Let cool completely, then coat with nail polish to seal. Let dry. Adhere sculpture to inside of jar lid with silicone glue; let dry.


3. Fill the jar almost to the top with distilled water. Do not use tap water, as it can turn yellow over time. (Boiling does not remove impurities, either.) Add a pinch of glitter and a few drops of glycerin.


4. Apply a ring of glue to the mouth of the jar. Carefully screw on the lid tightly and let glue dry before turning jar over.


STICKVILLE

In this charming country getaway, wooden craft sticks stand in for logs and boards in a rustic cabin, fence, farm truck, and, naturally, an old-fashioned ice-pop stand.
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pop-up shop Every small town deserves a sweet spot. Label the signs using tiny rubber stamps or colored markers.
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home sweet home Animals roam free at this cottage in the mountains. Let yours loose once the glue has completely dried on the house.

 

STICKVILLE HOW-TO


SUPPLIES:

• Plain and red craft sticks in whole, half, and wide sizes

• Wood glue

• Toothpicks

• Colorful beads

• Modeling clay

• Construction paper, for leaves

• Ribbon

• Masking tape, wooden blocks, and clothespins, for supports while drying

• Twine




tips for assembly

All of these projects require wood glue. Allow 15 to 30 minutes of drying time before handling the glued parts. To make sure everything stays in place while drying, try the tips below:


• Prop up pieces that are glued at an angle, such as the roof, with light-colored modeling clay (it won’t stain the sticks), molding it so it fits the areas that need support.

• Use masking tape to secure pieces, and wooden blocks to hold up adjacent walls and roof parts.

• Clamp flat pieces together with clothespins to help them bond better. This trick is especially useful for gluing on support sticks, such as on a long roof.





to make a basic structure
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 1. Modify these steps to design your own cabin. For walls, place sticks side by side; leave gaps or use half-sticks to make space for windows and doors. On two opposing walls (shown top and bottom), join sticks by gluing support sticks along ends; these provide a surface for gluing to adjacent walls. Glue center supports on remaining walls and where you will have windows.


2. For the windows, glue together half-sticks and whole sticks; create panes with toothpicks.


3. For the door, set out half-sticks; glue on a diagonal support stick and bead doorknob. For the doorstep, glue stacked half-sticks together.


4. For the window box, attach one cut-off stick perpendicular to another (add clay inside; flowers are beads and paper leaves on cut-off toothpicks). Flip walls over and glue windows and window box to walls. For hinge, glue ribbon to door and doorframe. When all pieces are assembled, glue walls together.


to make a roof
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 1. Lay out 2 rows of sticks, each as wide as the house; glue on center supports. Glue together 2 A-frames.


2. For the chimney, cut 2 wide craft sticks into shapes as shown; glue together at sides.


3. Glue edge of one roof side to the flat side of one A-frame; glue other roof side to same frame. Glue on second A-frame. Glue chimney. Place roof on house; secure with glue.


to make an ice-pop stand
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 1. Modify the steps for a basic structure, making it extra wide and adding extra support sticks: Create a wide back wall and roof as shown above. Use red craft sticks for a striped roof. Make a wide, short front wall. Glue the pieces together.


2. For a flavor list, trim craft sticks and glue them to twine to join them.



[image: ]

keep on truckin’ A milk carton is used to form the body of this hardworking farm truck. Axle sticks are piled high to allow the carton to clear the wooden spool wheels.

 

STICKVILLE HOW-TO


SUPPLIES:

• Craft sticks

• Wooden spools

• Sandpaper (if needed)

• Wood glue

• Milk carton

• Utility knife



to make a farm truck

[image: chassis of the farm truck]


 1. For the wheels, slide a craft stick into each wooden spool wheel (if needed, sand down sticks’ sides so wheels can turn). To join wheels, glue 2 stacks of sticks to axles. Then add crossbeams by gluing more stacks between wheels until chassis (or support frame) is high enough for cab to clear wheels.


[image: truck body]


2. For cab, have an adult cut off top of milk carton with a utility knife. Fold one side of open carton straight in to make a windshield; the sides will fold in at an angle. Cut out a section from bottom of carton to make the truck bed; slide piece from bottom into cab front. For truck bed’s sides, glue sticks to inside of carton in a grid shape. Glue truck body to chassis.


HORSE STABLE DIORAMA

Building a diorama—a miniature three-dimensional scene scaled to fit inside a frame—is a delight for any young crafter. This project involves outfitting a horse stable from a wood crate and is meant to be kept on display; tiny touches like soda-can-tab horseshoes and string bridles create a realistic scene.

[image: ]

HORSE STABLE DIORAMA HOW-TO


SUPPLIES:

[image: horse stable diorame supplies]

• Wooden crate or box

• Scissors

• Cardboard

• Glue or hot-glue gun and glue stick

• Scouring pads

• Bark, twigs, and sticks

• Utility scissors

• Soda-can tabs

• Hay or grass

• String, wire, and twine

• Colored construction paper (for ribbons and saddle)

• Picture (for window)

• Wooden spools

• Marker

• Felt in various colors

• Horse Stable Diorama templates

• Plastic horses

• Thimble (for water bucket)

• Map tacks

• Jewelry jump rings



to make a stable

 1. Stand crate on its side. Cut cardboard to desired size for floor. Glue scouring pads to cardboard. Use scissors to cut bark into fence rails and twigs into posts; glue together.


2. With utility scissors, clip soda-can tabs into horseshoes (an adult should do this). For hay bales, wrap hay or grass with wire; cover wire with twine. Make broom out of twig, hay, and wire. Snip out prize ribbons from colored paper, and cut out a “window” from a magazine or download and print an image. Coil twine into “ropes.” Label spools with marker (ours say OAT and GRAIN); cut felt rounds to cover tops. Stick twigs together with glue to make shelves.


3. Draw U shapes on felt for horse blankets, and cut out; make saddle (as shown here). For bridles, tie string around horses’ heads.


4. Arrange accessories (including thimble) in crate, then glue in place. Use map tacks to hang ropes. Glue stick post in center; attach bark stall divider.


to make a saddle

 1. Use the template to cut saddle layers from brown and tan construction paper or felt; glue layers together.


2. Cut 2 short thin strips for stirrups and 1 long strip for girth. Fold one end of each stirrup through a jewelry jump ring, and glue. Glue stirrups to saddle. Wrap girth around horse’s belly; glue ends under saddle.


TOY BOATS

Anchors aweigh! If you long for a life on the water, you can build yourself a boat—or a whole fleet of them—and play captain. The instructions for making the sailboat are here; the same technique can be adapted for any of the vessels on these pages. If you are combining many blocks, tape them together first and try a test float to make sure your design works. If your boat is tippy, use a bigger keel on the bottom to steady it.

[image: fishing boat with crab basket]

[image: sailboat with flags]

[image: sailboat with anchor]


did you know?

Whether you have one sail or six, the boat works the same way: The keel beneath the water’s surface holds everything steady. The longer or taller the boat, the bigger the keel should be. Test your boat in a bathtub or sink, then move on to the bigger waters of a nearby pond or lake if you’re feeling adventurous. And don’t forget to practice your captain’s lingo. Hoist the mainsail! Come about. Land ho!



[image: three-masted ship]

ahoy matey! Modify the basic instructions to make this three-masted clipper ship, which has ladders cut from a mesh fruit bag. Use the templates to make sails and flags: Cut out to make patterns for tracing onto a Tyvek envelope, lining up pattern’s straight edge along envelope’s fold; cut out (you will have two layers). For sails, poke holes where indicated, and tie to masts with waxed twine. For flags, decorate with markers, and glue around toothpicks; glue toothpicks to top of masts.

 

TOY BOAT HOW-TO


SUPPLIES:

• Clamp

• Wood blocks

• Saw

• Chopstick

• Drill

• Sandpaper

• Masking tape

• Wood glue

• Nontoxic water-based paint and paintbrush

• Polyurethane

• Tyvek envelope (such as an overnight mail envelope)

• Scissors

• Markers or stickers

• Hole punch

• Waxed twine

• Toy Boat templates (for clipper)

• Toothpicks



BASIC STEPS:

[image: ]

 1. These instructions are for making the sailboat; adapt the steps to make any of the other boats pictured. An adult should do this step: Clamp a block to a worktable and saw off 2 corners to form the pointed bow. Set aside one corner scrap to use as a keel. Saw a chopstick to mast length. Use a very small drill bit to make 2 or 3 holes in the chopstick for attaching the sail. With a bigger bit, drill a hole in the top center of the boat (not all the way through) to hold the mast. Tape down a piece of sandpaper and rub the block back and forth on it, to smooth the rough edges. Also sand the keel.
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2. If the boat body has multiple parts, glue them together first. Then glue the keel to the bottom and the mast into the top hole. Wipe off all excess glue and let dry completely.


[image: ]

3. Paint 2 or 3 coats, letting the paint dry between coats. Paint on decorations such as racing stripes, portholes, and a carefully chosen name. Working in a well-ventilated room, an adult should seal the boat with 2 or 3 coats of polyurethane (drying between coats) to make her seaworthy.


[image: ]

4. For a sail, cut a triangle out of a Tyvek envelope with the fold along the long side for strength. Decorate with markers or stickers. Punch 2 or 3 holes along the side, and tie the sail to the mast with waxed twine.





to make a tugboat

[image: tugboat ]


[image: tugboat parts with labels]

 1. Following basic steps, glue two rectangular blocks side by side to form the hull, as shown in the diagram above, then attach two triangle blocks to one end for the bow and a curved block to the other end for the stern. Attach another rectangular block to center of hull for the cabin.


2. Glue bottle caps onto wooden cylinders for smokestacks and attach these to the cabin as shown. For the flagpole, glue a folded piece of Tyvek to a toothpick; twist a screw eye into top of stern. Insert toothpick into screw eye.


3. Twist a screw eye into center of stern’s curve. For the dinghy, have an adult punch holes into one end of a clean sardine can, then run twine through holes and connect to the screw eye on the boat. Fill the can with cork cargo.




to make a motorboat

[image: motorboat with a green background]
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 1. Use long wood blocks to form a pontoon (flat-bottomed hull) and join them together with a dowel; an adult should drill holes in the blocks’ sides to fit the dowel. Glue to secure.


2. Cut bumpers and propeller supports as shown; glue to pontoon. Paint and seal the boat. Attach screw eyes in propeller supports.


3. For paddles, use stiff plastic (like the side of a plastic bottle) or balsa wood. Cut 2 rectangles with slits; slide together at slits. Loop rubber bands around the axis of the paddle, and pull ends around screw eyes to attach pontoon.



tip

A rubber band paddlewheel makes an excellent motor. To make it go, point the nose of the boat away from you, and wind the paddle toward you. Experiment with a tight windup for a burst of speed, a looser twist for a steady cruise.



FILE FOLDER VILLAGE

Turned on its side, a simple folder from any office-supply store looks just like a rooftop. With some helpful templates and a few folds and cuts, you can make a whole village worth of colorful houses in a forest of trees.
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FILE FOLDER VILLAGE HOW-TO


SUPPLIES:

• Pencil

• File Folder Village templates

• File folders

• Scissors

• Double-sided tape



STEPS:

 1. Trace house and tree templates onto file folders, lining up the center of the roof on the folder’s existing fold, and cut out.


2. To make a house, lightly score walls on dotted lines (as indicated on template) and fold. Tuck the shaded tab behind the other end; secure with double-sided tape. Lay a strip of the tape along top edges of house; set roof on, pressing gently.


3. For tree, cut slits in the center as marked on the template. Slip trees together at slits to interlock.


HOUSE OF CARDS

Making a house of cards that stays in place has never been so easy. Cut drinking straws into 2-inch segments. Make a ½-inch slit on each end of each straw. Cut 4-by-6-inch cards from cereal or sugar boxes, or other lightweight cardboard pieces. Create walls by attaching straws to the edges of the cards and connecting them to other cards. Fold cards in half to create corners.
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TOY SERVICE STATION

Drivers, start your engines: Budding car enthusiasts will be busy for hours putting together this one-stop-shop for toy cars—complete with gas pumps, a car wash, and a full-service mechanic’s shop. You can build the basic structure out of pieces of cardboard boxes; to make the machines and gadgets, you’ll need to scavenge household objects from the kitchen, garage, and crafts closet.
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SERVICE STATION HOW-TO


[image: service station parts]





SUPPLIES:

• Oatmeal container

• Aluminum pan

• Stickers

• Corrugated cardboard

• Hot-glue gun and glue stick

• Scissors

• Utility knife

• Matchbox

• All-purpose glue

• Paintbrush

• Letter magnets

• Rubber stamps

• Electrical tape

• Coffee-can lid

• Paper fasteners

• Acrylic paint

• Black and brown sandpaper

• Thread spools

• Baby-bottle brushes 

• Cleaning cloth

• Paper tube

• Tall straws

• Spice can




tip

Stickers, stamps, and letter magnets work well for signs. Decorate walls and machines with construction paper or paint. Mark parking spaces with yellow electrical tape. Sandpaper looks like tarmac, and spools resemble oil drums. An oatmeal canister and bottle brushes become a toy-size car wash.



to assemble garage

[image: garage diagram]

 1. Following the diagram, glue cardboard pieces in various sizes together, using paper-towel tubes as support columns for each floor.


2. To make garage doors, have an adult cut flaps in one side of a cardboard box with a utility knife.


3. To attach a ramp, slide the tab of a piece of a toy race track into the corrugated center of a cardboard platform. Cut off the lip on opposite sides of a coffee lid for a spinning turnaround. Poke a hole through the lid and a cardboard square; join with a paper fastener and glue square to top of a paper-towel tube.


4. For the car lift, glue two accordion-folded strips of cardboard to a flat strip, adjusting folds until the lift stands upright.


5. For the cash register, draw an attendant on paper, and glue to a metal spice container.


6. Have an adult attach letter magnets to cardboard with a hot-glue gun.






to make a car wash

[image: the car wash]




[image: car wash side by side images]

 1. Cut off bottom and one side of an oatmeal carton. An adult should cut out a skylight with a utility knife. Cut out a piece of plastic sheet protector slightly larger than skylight and glue in place.


2. Make 2 flaps on either side of carton, about an inch from the front; push baby-bottle brushes through, with brush handles standing up, and push flaps down. Cover top with paper. Glue together cardboard circles with sticker letters over ends of brush handles.


3. Cut a cleaning cloth into fringe, and glue to back. Use an aluminum pan, cut to size, or foil for the floor.








to make vacuum and air pumps

[image: filling up at the station]

[image: service station how-to side by side images]

 1. For a vacuum, glue colored paper to cover a toilet-paper tube, then decorate with stickers and painter’s tape.


2. To make a hose, cut the accordion sections out of flexible straws, and tape them together. Punch a hole in tube, and insert hose.


3. For an air pump, glue colored paper to cover a raisin box, then decorate with stickers; use stickers to turn a semicircle of paper into a gauge and glue in place. A cut rubber band affixed to the box is the hose.


to make gas pump


 1. Cover a matchbox with foil.


2. Poke a hole in the side; insert a rubber band, and glue on nozzle-shaped piece of cardboard.


3. Glue small strips of black paper to pieces of cardboard, then glue these to front and back of pumps.


MINIATURE SKI SCENE

The distinctive shape of a supermarket ham can—tall and domed, several inches deep—makes a great frame for a diorama. This one features a mountainside scene complete with tiny skiers hitting the slopes. Cookie and biscuit tins, which also come in fun shapes, work just as well for this project.

[image: ]

MINIATURE SKI SCENE HOW-TO

[image: ]



SUPPLIES:

• Pencil

• Well-washed and dried ham can or cookie tin

• ½-inch-thick polystyrene

• Serrated knife

• All-purpose glue or hot-glue gun and glue stick

• Bump chenille stems in green

• Paintbrush

• White craft glue

• Borax (or white paint)

• Model train figurines of deer and skiers

• Plastic wrap

• White rubber band

• Toothbrush

• White paint




STEPS:

 1. Trace outline of ham can onto a piece of ½-inch-thick polystyrene (available at crafts stores) five times.


2. An adult should use a serrated knife to cut the polystyrene: The background layer should be full size; cut four increasingly lower slopes from the other layers. Glue in place.


3. Trim bump chenille stems to make trees, cutting bristles off bottom ¼ inch of each for a trunk. To dust trees with snow, brush on white glue and sprinkle with borax, or spatter on white paint. Poke trees into sloped sides of foam.


4. Glue figurines into position on slopes and stretch plastic wrap over the container, securing with a rubber band. Using a toothbrush, spatter the plastic wrap with white paint for snow.


COOKIE COTTAGES

Imagine Candy Land come to life: houses made with cookie walls, gumdrop bushes, and lollipop lampposts. You can create a whole village—with dripping icicles of icing and coconut snowdrifts—using edible materials. These no-bake houses all start with the same basic graham-cracker structure, “glued” together with royal icing.

[image: candy chalet]

sweet chalet Green and white candy wafers stand in for shingles on this Swiss-style home. Hang a green ring candy for a wreath on the door, and attach a piece of sourbelt candy for a ribbon. Stack green gumdrops for shrubs, and anchor a red lollipop in a red gumdrop for a lamppost. Lay down a couple of strips of red-and-white-striped gum leading up to the door.

 

COOKIE COTTAGES HOW-TO


SUPPLIES:

• Serrated knife

• Graham cracker sheets

• Resealable plastic bag

• Scissors

• Royal icing recipe and ingredients (instructions follow)

• Paper plate

• Small jar

• Assorted candies, for decorating details

• Shredded coconut




to make royal icing


INGREDIENTS:

• 4 cups (1-pound box) confectioners’ sugar

• ¼ cup plus 1 tablespoon meringue powder

• ¼ cup plus 3 tablespoons water, plus more if needed



DIRECTIONS:

Beat sugar, meringue powder, and the water with a mixer on low speed until smooth, about 7 minutes, adding more water, 1 tablespoon at a time, as needed. Use immediately.
MAKES ABOUT 2½ CUPS

BASIC STEPS:
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 1. With a serrated knife, an adult should saw 1 graham cracker sheet in half to create 2 squares; these will be the sides of the cottage. Saw off top corners of 2 more sheets, as pictured, to create a peaked roof; these will be the front and back pieces.
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2. Using a resealable plastic bag with a corner snipped off, pipe icing onto bottom and straight edges of a peaked piece. Place on an upside-down paper plate, using a small jar to prop it up. Pipe icing onto edges of a square piece, and adhere it to peaked piece. Remove jar, and adhere other pieces with icing, placing peaked pieces across from each other.
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3. Saw another sheet into 2 squares for the roof. If desired, spread icing onto roof pieces and decorate with candy to mimic shingles; let dry. Pipe icing onto top edges of house, and adhere roof pieces. Add other decorative details as desired. Surround with coconut “snow.”
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to make a peppermint place For the house, which is studded with cinnamon candies, you’ll need to layer same-size strips of sourbelt candies to cover the roof. Add a heart-shaped candy-cane window and a graham-cracker door. You can build a “snowman” by stacking peppermint candies and make a mailbox with a swirl candy, a piece of a candy cane, and a gumdrop. Cut a flag for the mailbox from a stick of gum. To make your own little sleigh rider, slice off the top and bottom of a white gumdrop, and press it onto a soft swirl candy; use a piece of red gumdrop for a hat and two black nonpareils for eyes. Set a graham cracker atop 2 candy canes to make the sleigh.

 

[image: tiny tudor]

to make a tiny tudor Spread the outside walls of the house with a thick layer of royal icing for a “stucco” finish. While icing is wet, add pretzel-stick timbers and a dark brown roof and door made with chocolate graham crackers. Heap some hazelnut rolled-wafer cookie logs against one wall. For the doormat, use alphabet pasta to spell out “welcome” on another chocolate graham cracker. Add pasta numbers to embellish the door, and a pretzel for a knob. The fence—pretzel sticks glued together with icing—will stand up if you bury a piece of each post in drifts of coconut snow.

 

[image: ]

to make a woodland hideaway Nestled in a sugar-cone forest, this cozy cabin has blanched almond slices for roof shingles and a roasted pumpkin seed in its shell for an attic window. Pile cinnamon-stick logs against an outside wall and erect a chimney made from a stack of caramels behind the house. Use a sesame bar to line the front path, and finish with a jellybean doorknob.

 

CARDBOARD WORLDS

With these easy-to-build, fold-away cardboard structures, you can create a host of charming little playscapes. We set up a living room, classroom, and barn, but there’s no end to what you can make.

[image: ]

CARDBOARD WORLDS HOW-TO
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SUPPLIES:


• Scissors

• Cardboard Worlds templates

• Pencil

• Corrugated cardboard (box or sheet)

• Box cutter

• Wallpaper or other decorative papers

• White craft glue or glue stick

• Acrylic paint

• Hole punch

• Wood veneer (for floor; optional)

• Yarn or heavy twine

• Dollhouse furniture and accessories (store-bought or homemade)




STEPS:

 1. Cut out templates and trace onto corrugated cardboard. An adult should use the box cutter to cut out pieces.


2. Cut wallpaper to fit and attach to cardboard with glue, and/or paint the walls, as desired. Let dry.


3. Use a hole punch to punch two holes on each end of the long wall (1½ inches from top and bottom of cardboard), and two on one end of each short wall at corresponding heights. Tie pieces together with yarn or twine to make hinged walls. Ask an adult to cut holes for a door and windows as desired, then hinge the door with holes and yarn as for the walls.


4. Set up the house on a “floor” of wood-veneer or colored paper, if desired, then add furniture, dolls, and other accessories.



did you know?

Lots of tiny accessories and decorative touches, such as wood-veneer paper for walls and flat wood strips for shelves, can be found in the dollhouse section of crafts stores. It’s fun to fill your cardboard house with a combination of dollhouse pieces, toys you scavenge from other games, and details you make yourself—craft a cardboard piano, a bowl of clay fruit, or some curtains out of fabric samples.
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cardboard schoolhouse This well-equipped classroom features a chalkboard (a mini frame with chalkboard-painted interior), a butterfly shadowbox, and science specimens in jars atop the bookcase. Kids can create miniature works of art (or shrink life-size ones with a photocopier or scanner) to glue to walls and accessories like the tiny cardboard laptop. Add miniature letter stencils and maps along a picture ledge (made by attaching balsa-wood strips to wood-veneer paper, both available at crafts stores). Don’t forget an apple (ours is made from clay) for the teacher!

 

[image: ]

cardboard barn Red-painted walls make this barn feel more lifelike. A big, swinging double door allows livestock to move in and out with ease. Populate your barn with wooden or plastic toy animals, ladders, and fences, and feed the animals some shredded paper “hay.”
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MAKING MUSIC

Aspiring musicians, take note: To start your own band, just raid the kitchen junk drawer and the recycling bin. Each is likely filled with the makings of simple instruments. Craft a banjo from rubber bands strung on an old shoe box, a tambourine from paper plates and bottle caps, a drum from an empty coffee can, or a paper-tube kazoo.
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drum A ribbon knotted inside a large empty can allows you to march to your own tune while you drum. For each drumstick, ask an adult to use a hammer and nail to poke a hole in a ping-pong ball, then you can push a wooden dowel into the hole.
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kazoo Can you hum a melody? Then the kazoo is the instrument for you. To make it, punch a hole near one end of a paper-towel tube. Cover that end with waxed paper, and secure with a rubber band. Hum into the open end.

 

TAMBOURINE HOW-TO
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SUPPLIES:

• Hammer and nail

• Approximately 20 metal bottle caps

• White craft glue

• 2 stiff paper plates

• Hole punch

• Waxed twine or yarn

• Ribbon or seam-binding



STEPS:

 1. An adult should help with this step: On a sturdy work surface, hammer the bottle caps flat. For the fullest sound, make some of them flatter than others. Hammer a nail hole in the middle of each cap.


2. Glue paper plates together with their bottoms facing; let dry.


3. Punch 6 pairs of holes around the rims of the plates. Through 5 pairs of holes, thread 4 inches of waxed twine or yarn, positioning pairs and trios of bottle caps between and outside the plates to make little stacks of jingles, and tie.


4. Tie ribbon streamers through the last hole (as shown here).


BANJO HOW-TO
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SUPPLIES:

• 2 pencils

• Shoe box with attached lid

• Glass jar or lid

• Utility knife

• Mailing tube

• Rubber bands in various sizes, including very large



STEPS:

 1. Draw a circle onto center of the lid of a shoe box, using a jar or lid as your tracing guide; ask an adult to cut out the circle with a utility knife.


2. Trace another circle around a mailing tube onto one short side of the shoe box; cut just inside the tracing, and push the tube through the hole for the banjo’s neck.


3. Stretch the rubber bands all the way around the shoe box. Create a bridge by placing 2 pencils on top of the shoe box, one on each side of the cutout, under the rubber bands (without a bridge, your banjo won’t work; see tip that follows). Rubber bands of different lengths and widths will give you different notes.



did you know?

For a banjo or any stringed instrument, a bridge is key. Wrap a cardboard shoe box with rubber bands, strum, and you get nothing—barely a twang. But lift those bands with a pair of pencils and suddenly you’re playing a tune.



CRAFTY CARS

Ready? Set? Go! Car lovers of all ages delight in making their own vehicles, and just about anything they can attach to a set of wheels has driving potential. An empty plastic bottle, say, or even an empty popcorn box can easily become a race car.
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air power Talk about blowing away the competition! This carton is outfitted with four wheels and a balloon on top that you can inflate and then release for a quick whoosh of speed. Start with a clean cardboard popcorn container.

 

POPCORN RACER HOW-TO
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SUPPLIES:

• Tape

• Balloon

• Popcorn carton

• 2 wooden skewers

• 2 drinking straws

• Awl

• 4 plastic jar or bottle lids

• Washer (for balance; optional)



STEPS:

 1. Loosely tape a balloon to the top of a popcorn carton so that air can pass underneath it.


2. For the wheels, slide 2 skewers through 2 straws (the skewers should be thinner and slightly longer than the straws). An adult should use an awl to puncture a small hole in each of 4 plastic jar or bottle lids (4 of the same size or 2 sets of different sizes).


3. Slide the ends of skewers into the holes of lids. Tape the straws to the bottom of carton. If the car seems unbalanced, tape a washer to carton’s bottom or side. Rev up the “engine” by inflating the balloon, and then let go and watch it race away.


BOTTLE HOT ROD HOW-TO
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SUPPLIES:

• Plastic bottle

• 4 wheels (from broken toys, or use plastic jar or bottle lids)

• 2 wooden skewers

• 3 drinking straws

• Awl

• Washer (for balance; optional)

• Tape

• Stickers

• Red tape

• Scissors



STEPS:

 1. Remove label from plastic bottle.


2. Use the technique from the previous project to attach wheels from broken toys to bottle using skewers, straws, and tape.


3. Deck out your ride with number and star stickers, and add a racing flag made of a straw and red tape cut into a triangle.
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repurposed racer Raid the recycling bin for bottles. Experiment with different shapes and sizes, and race them to see which goes fastest.

 

PAPIER-MÂCHÉ VEHICLES

These crafts are for kids who love to make things move—miniature cars and buses, trains and planes, rocket ships and UFOs. In an afternoon, you can turn cereal boxes, paper plates, and cardboard tubes into vehicles of all sorts. And you don’t need any high-tech materials—just flour, strips of newspaper, glue, and paint.
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flying objects Googly-eyed aliens ride aboard out-of-this-world flying saucers. Suspended from clear monofilament, they speed through space passing a rocket ship from earth on the way.

 

PAPIER-MÂCHÉ VEHICLES HOW-TO


SUPPLIES:

• Lightweight cardboard containers

• Masking or painter’s tape

• Pencil

• Chopsticks

• Scissors

• Cardboard

• Straws

• Flour

• Water

• Bowl

• Spoon

• Newspaper

• Tempera or acrylic paint

• Paintbrush

• Glue

• Ribbon, rickrack, stickers, and colored paper, for decorating

• Cardboard tube

• Paper plates

• Small paper cups

• Small alien figurines

• Small, clear plastic containers



to make the base
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 1. Look around the house for lightweight cardboard containers the right shape and size for your base and other parts. You can manipulate the shape of each box—we opened the corners of one to make windshields. Tape boxes together to secure.


2. To make wheel shapes, poke holes in box with a pencil, and slide chopsticks through as a place holder; cut out rounds from cardboard. For spinning wheels, cut straws a bit wider than car and use to replace chopsticks; slip on cardboard wheels.


to cover with papier-mâché

[image: ]

 1. Make the papier-mâché mixture by blending 1 part flour with 2 parts water in a bowl, and stir until smooth.


2. Tear or cut newspaper into strips. Dip a piece of newspaper into the mixture; squeeze with your fingers so it isn’t drippy. Lay paper over vehicle base; gently smooth. Continue until the outside is a few layers thick. Let dry overnight.


3. Once dry, paint with tempera or acrylic. Glue on any details, stickers, and other decorative items. Attach wheels; trim chopsticks.


to make a rocket
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 1. For an irregular shape like the rocket’s, squeeze crumpled newspaper into a tapered shape, and tape in place on top of a short cardboard tube.


2. Cut out wing shapes from lightweight cardboard boxes and tape into place, then cover rocket and wings with papier-mâché as directed in the previous project. Let dry overnight.


3. Paint rocket with tempera or acrylic, then decorate with stickers, rickrack, and other decorative items.


to make a flying saucer
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 1. Cut a hole in the center of a paper plate, making it large enough to hold a small paper cup.


2. Place the paper plate with the hole and another paper plate together with their tops facing (stuff crumpled newspaper inside to support the sagging surface). Tape together and cover with papier-mâché as directed in the previous projects. Let dry overnight.


3. Paint with tempera or acrylic, then decorate with stickers and tape. When dry, place an alien inside the cup, and tape down a pastic container (clean fruit cups or drink covers are just the right size).



tip

Papier-mâché can get a little messy, so be sure to completely cover your work space with paper before beginning.



PEG-BOARD MARBLE RUN

Lots of kids like to tinker with machines, take things apart, and generally figure out how stuff works—just for fun. Embrace that curiosity with this endlessly fascinating project. It involves creating a clacking, whacking gumball machine that runs without electricity, all with parts found in the kitchen and toy box. This gadget starts up with the turn of a paddle, and then—after much rolling and pushing and lifting—drops a gumball into a container. You win!

[image: marble racetrack]

higher ground Our peg-board base rests on toy blocks: Ask an adult to drill holes into five blocks (one for each corner and one for the center), then use nuts and bolts to secure board in place. (You may also want to screw the beach hoe to the base in step 4.)

 


did you know?

Complicated contraptions that operate by chain reactions to perform simple tasks are known as “Rube Goldberg machines,” after an American cartoonist who perfected the art. They are fun to build and can be small enough to fit on a table or big enough to fill a room and then some.




[image: quad]


tips

To keep the marble in motion you need four basic machine parts:


• A gear is a wheel with spokes that fit together with another gear and push on it to make it turn.

• A ramp moves objects from a higher to a lower place, and things gain momentum as they go down.

• A pulley transports loads up or down (it’s a wheel with a groove that has a string slung over it).

• A lever is like a seesaw: Put weight on one end, and the other rises.





PEG-BOARD MARBLE RUN HOW-TO



[image: peg-board marble supplies]

SUPPLIES:

• Gumballs

• Pipe cleaner

• Pencils

• Straw

• Plastic tubing

• Aerosol-can cap

• Funnels

• Flag

• Spool

• Wooden blocks

• Spoon

• Shovel

• Beach hoe

• Tape

• String

• Oatmeal container

• Building toys

• Paper-towel tube

• Racetrack

• Toy truck

• Toy car

• Train track

• Pulley

• Hardware

• Marble

• Big plastic blocks

• Small plastic blocks





STEPS:
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 1. Start with a gear. The side wheel’s shaft goes through the oatmeal container to a paddle made with building toys (see the overhead view). When you turn the paddle, the gear’s spokes rotate the top wheel, which has one long spoke.
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2. This causes the car to roll down the ramp and into a marble (held in place by 2 tacks) on the ramp’s lower end.
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3. The marble knocks through a hole in the top of an upside-down cup and into a paper-towel tube (which is pushed into a hole in the cup’s side). The marble rolls through the tube.


[image: ]

4. On the marble’s way out of the tube, it falls into an aerosol-can cap. The cap is at one end of a pulley’s string (the other end has a washer tied to it). The pulley hangs from a hook attached to a beach hoe. The weight of the marble plunks the cap onto one end of a lever (made of spoons fastened to a spool).
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5. The weight of the marble on one end of the lever causes the other end to bump a pencil attached to a shovel handle with a tack and string. This lifts the handle, which tips a marble resting in the shovel.
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6. The marble rolls down into another ramp made from plastic tubing. At the end, it drops into the back of a truck parked on a lower ramp.
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7. The weight causes the truck to roll down a piece of train track and strike a bendable straw, which swings into a series of upright dominoes.
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8. The dominoes topple one by one. The last domino weighs down a cork tacked to a string, which is tied to a flag. The flag is attached to a clip; perched on the clip is a gumball.
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9. When the last domino falls, the cork is released, and the flag pops up. The gumball on the clip falls and drops through 2 funnels, then into a bowl. The machine finally comes to a stop.




[image: numbered picture of the peg-board marble run]




tip

Your machine’s parts are less likely to break down if you follow a few suggestions:


• Be sure the sections are high in the beginning and gradually get lower—then go up again in the middle—to provide momentum.

• Use strong tape to anchor objects to the surface (ours is a piece of Peg-Board).

• Keep joints from wiggling by tightening them with rubber bands, twist ties, or pipe cleaners. If something isn’t working after an adjustment, don’t be afraid to replace the structure with new elements (for instance, use blocks instead of construction toys).






FORTUNE TELLERS

Folded paper fortune tellers are a schoolyard staple. Make one to let your friends know what is in store for them. For extra-fancy versions, use patterned origami paper instead of plain.
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FORTUNE TELLER HOW-TO

STEPS:
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 1. Fold a square piece of paper in half, then in half again. Open, and smooth flat.
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2. Fold each of the 4 corners into the center, creating a smaller square.
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3. Turn the paper over and fold the corners into the center again, creating an even smaller square.
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4. Fold the paper in half and unfold; fold in half the other way and unfold. Write words, letters, or numbers on each of the 4 flaps and the 8 triangles inside the teller; write “fortunes” underneath those triangles.
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5. Insert your thumbs and index fingers into the 4 square flaps on one side, and move your fingers back and forth, opening the fortune teller’s “mouth” in alternating directions.
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how to use a paper fortune teller

Set it up: We wrote colors on the 4 flaps and numbers on the 8 triangles inside the teller, but you can use months of the year, or any other words you like. Underneath those 8 triangles, write creative fortunes that will be fun for your friends to read.

Tell a fortune: Have someone choose one of the words from the first 4 flaps, then open/close the teller in time for each letter in that word; repeat twice, with the words, letters, or numbers on the inside triangles. Finally, have the person choose from the inside triangles once more. Lift that flap to reveal the fortune beneath.



PAPER AIRPLANES

Paper airplanes can take any shape you like—from supersonic jets to old-fashioned propeller planes. The fliers on these pages are designed to do all kinds of tricks. Tinker with how they are folded to get them soaring. Make a stand from wire to display each plane when it’s grounded.
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snub-nosed dart This plane is excellent for indoor flying, when you don’t have a lot of space. It can make tight turns to avoid obstacles with ease.

 

SNUB-NOSED DART HOW-TO

STEPS:
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 1. Place an 8½-by-11-inch piece of paper in front of you with a short side toward you. Fold the upper left corner down to meet the right edge, and open.
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2. Fold the upper right corner down to meet the left edge.
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3. Open and smooth flat.
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4. Fold the upper left side down so its edge meets the diagonal crease.
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5. Fold the upper right side down so its edge meets the other diagonal crease.
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6. Fold the tip down so that its corners meet the inner edges of the two angled folds.
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7. Fold the paper in half lengthwise so that the folded tip is on the outside.
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8. The edge with the folded tip is the bottom of the plane. Fold the two upper edges down to meet the bottom edge to form the wings. Open wings slightly.



tip

Stickers give a paper plane a little extra panache—a striped wing, for example, or a star on the tail. Of course, you can simply leave it unadorned and let the sleek craft speak for itself.

This plane should need only a little adjustment to the wing tips; fold back edges up slightly if it dives or fold them down slightly if it stalls.



DELTA WING HOW-TO

[image: delta wing in flight over map]

STEPS:
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 1. Place an 8½-by-11-inch piece of paper flat with a short side toward you; fold in half lengthwise. Open, and smooth flat. Fold upper corners down to meet center crease.
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2. Fold top of paper down so that its tip falls about an inch from the bottom edge.
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3. Fold the two upper corners down to meet center crease.


[image: ]

4. Fold up the triangular tip that sticks out. Fold the plane in half so that the triangular tip is on the outside.
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5. The edge with the little triangle is the bottom of the plane. Fold the angled upper edges down to meet the bottom to form the wings. Open so the wings go up like the steep arms of a Y.



tip

If the plane dives, bend the backs of the wings up slightly to slow it down. Bend the plane’s tail, or rudder, to turn left or right.



AIRPLANE STAND HOW-TO
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STEPS:

 1. To form the base, an adult should cut a 16-inch piece of 18-gauge wire. Curl the wire around the bottom of a drinking glass to create a loose circle about 3 inches across. Holding the circle flat on your work surface, bend the remaining wire straight up.


2. Curl the end of the wire twice around a pencil or pen to create 2 loops.


3. Clip the body of a plane between the loops to hold it.



tip

You may have to bend the upper loops a little to the left or right to center the plane over the base (otherwise it will tip over). Also, the clip should grasp the plane toward the back to create the best balance.



PAPER POM-POMS

Pump up the crowd with these handheld puffs, made from layered tissue paper cut in strips and wrapped around dowels. Use your favorite team colors or any festive combination. Add extra layers for super-large pom-poms, or tape skinny strips to both ends of a longer dowel for a spirited baton. Hip, hip, hurrah!
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PAPER POM-POMS HOW-TO
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SUPPLIES:

• Tissue paper in various colors

• Scissors

• Short ¼-inch-diameter dowels

• Vinyl tape




STEPS:

 1. Stack 4 sheets of tissue paper on top of each other, then fold them in half and cut 1-inch-wide strips through all layers, stopping just short of the fold so that strips will hold together.


2. Starting at one corner, roll the folded edge tightly around one end of a dowel and Secure bottom of pom-pom to dowel with vinyl tape.


3. Repeat entire process, beginning with 4 more sheets of tissue paper, at least two more times to make the ball fluffy.


BEACH BOARD GAMES

For a portable version of classic board games, try making a roll-up board from a place mat. Stamp one side with a checkerboard and the other with a tic-tac-toe grid. When the fun is over, shake off the fabric and toss it in your beach bag.

[image: ]

game pieces Before you play, go on a hunt for game pieces: Stones, shells, even larger pieces of sea glass will work—assign lighter-hued pieces to one player, and darker ones to the other.

 

BEACH BOARD GAMES HOW-TO
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SUPPLIES:

• Ruler

• Disappearing-ink fabric pen

• Fabric place mat

• Vinyl eraser

• Fabric paint

• Utility knife (optional)




STEPS:

 1. Using a ruler and a disappearing-ink pen, draw guidelines for tic-tac-toe on the back and checkers on the front of a fabric place mat.


2. Then dip a vinyl eraser into fabric paint and stamp the design along the guidelines. Work in rows for the checkerboard, stamping every other square. (An adult may have to use a utility knife to cut the eraser to an appropriate shape; for thinner lines, such as those on the tic-tac-toe grid, use the side of the eraser.) Let dry.


BALL-IN-THE-HOLE GAMES

Modern-day gizmos don’t hold a candle to these sweet, old-fashioned dime-store toys when it comes to capturing a kid’s attention. Remember: The more beads you add, the more difficult the challenge.

[image: ]

BALL-IN-THE-HOLE GAME HOW-TO

[image: ball-in-hole games]


SUPPLIES:


• Pencil

• Watchmaker boxes (available at crafts stores and online)

• Lightweight cardboard

• Patterned paper

• Scissors or utility knife

• Glue stick

• Screw punch

• Silver seed beads (same size as hole punch)




STEPS:

 1. Trace around the circumference of a watchmaker box on cardboard and patterned paper, and cut out circles.


2. Glue paper to cardboard, then use a screw punch to create a pattern of holes in the surface. (Note: You can use an ordinary hole punch, but you will be limited by the depth of the tool and may not be able to reach the center of your circle.)


3. Glue circle paper-side-up inside box, then add as many silver seed beads as you have holes in your pattern. Top box with lid.


BINGO!

This church-hall standby is a great diversion for groups of all ages—and a nice way for little ones to brush up on their knowledge of letters and numbers.

[image: ]

BINGO HOW-TO
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SUPPLIES:

• Letter and number stickers or marker

• Ping-Pong balls

• Bingo! templates

• Card stock in white plus various colors (for making chips)

• ¾-inch circle punch




STEPS:

 1. To mark the bingo balls, attach letter and number stickers to Ping-Pong balls (or simply write them on with a marker). We gave our game kid-friendly small numbers: for “B,” we used 1 through 6; “I,” 7 through 12; “N,” 13 through 18; “G,” 19 through 24; and “O,” 25 through 30.


2. To make the cards, download the templates and print onto white card stock.


3. Use a circle punch to cut out the chips from colored card stock; you’ll need about 20 for each player.


ROCK DOMINOES

Those smooth flat stones that are perfect for skipping are just right for game pieces, too. Collect 28 flat oval stones of approximately the same size and color and you can make your own set of dominoes. Paint a line across the center of each rock with a white paint pen. Then, on either side of the line, mark with a set of dots until you have a domino in every combination, from 0-0 to 6-6.

[image: ]


tip

Here’s how to play the game: Start by shuffling the dominoes and laying them facedown, then each player draws seven dominoes. The player with the highest total number on a domino goes first and lays that one down. The next player places a domino with the same number next to the first domino at either end. Players take turns laying dominoes in this manner, with the same numbers always touching. If you don’t have a domino that matches any of those in play, pick from the pile or pass if there are no more left to pick. The first player to run out of dominoes wins.



MAP PUZZLE

Here’s a fun brain-teaser for any kid who loves studying geography, or for a train buff who enjoys checking out railway lines: a puzzle made from a map that you can put together and take apart—again and again.

[image: ]


SUPPLIES:

• Map

• Pencil

• Scissors

• Laminating paper



STEPS:

 1. Start with a color map, or download and print one (we used a map of the United States). With a pencil, draw lines freehand to make puzzle pieces.


2. Cut out pieces. Cover front and back with laminating sheets.


3. Trim shapes with scissors, leaving ⅛-inch border of plastic all around each.


CARPET-TILE HOPSCOTCH

If it’s raining, you can bring sidewalk games indoors. Carpet squares stack when not in use, and are much easier on the feet than concrete! Stencil large numbers onto 6 carpet tiles with fabric or latex paint, and let dry. Use a beanbag to play hopscotch.

[image: ]

ELEPHANT STILTS

It’s a jungle in there—in the playroom, that is! Give tiny elephants a lift with a pair of tin-can feet. With a church-key can opener, make holes in the sides of 2 unopened 15-ounce cans. Then rinse cans thoroughly, remove labels, and let dry. Use black and pink acrylic paints to apply toenails. Cut a nylon stretch cord to about 60 inches for each foot, depending on child’s height; thread it through holes, and knot.

[image: ]

GINGHAM DOLLS

These simple stuffed D.I.Y. dolls have old-fashioned charm and are easy even for little hands to assemble. (An adult may need to help younger crafters with the cutting and stitching; see basic sewing instructions.) Make a whole family of tiny gingham dolls, and finish them with details such as different length and color of hair and accessories like a gingham-ribbon tie.

[image: ]

GINGHAM DOLLS HOW-TO


SUPPLIES:

• Gingham Dolls templates

• Scissors

• Gingham cotton fabric

• Steam iron

• Straight pins

• Fabric pencil

• Sewing machine and basic hand-sewing supplies

• Chopstick

• Polyester stuffing

• Needle and thread

• Embroidery floss

• Yarn scraps



STEPS:

[image: ]

 1. Choose desired doll template and cut out, or draw your own pattern and cut out. Fold fabric in half with right sides facing; press with iron, and trace template onto fabric. Cut out for both layers, and pin.


2. Allowing a ¼-inch seam allowance, sew almost all the way around the body. (Leave a 1-inch opening on the torso.)


[image: ]

3. Turn doll right side out, using a chopstick for corners. Fill with stuffing. (Use chopstick as needed to push stuffing into arms and legs.) Hand-stitch the side opening.


4. To embroider facial features: Use embroidery floss to make a few backstitches to create eyes and a mouth.


[image: ]

5. To make the hair: For ponytails and braids, cut 20 to 30 strands of yarn, about 12 inches long. Drape sideways over the head of the doll, and sew at center (or slightly off center) to create a part. To leave hair long, stitch onto doll across the back of the head. For ponytails, clasp sides, and secure with a piece of yarn; stitch onto the head at that point. For pigtails, braid the ponytails, and secure ends with another piece of yarn. For short hair, embroider all over the head using small backstitches.


BASIC SEWING TECHNIQUES

Every sewing project begins the same way: by threading a needle and tying a double knot. Beginners will find it easiest to practice with a single strand of embroidery floss and a needle with a large eye.

[image: ]

thread a needle Take a 24-inch length of thread. Drape the thread over the needle, and hold both sides together to make a loop. Pull the needle up hard so it makes the loop pointy. Slide loop off needle. Slip the eye of the needle over the loop, and pull one end of the thread through. Tie a double knot at other end of the thread.

 

[image: ]

make an ending knot When you reach the end or start to run out of thread, push the needle to the back of the fabric. Make three small stitches in the same spot. Before pulling the last one tight, slide the needle under the loop; pull the thread tight. Snip the thread.

 

[image: ]

sew a button Hold the button in place on the fabric. Poke your needle up from the back of the fabric, through one hole, then down through the hole diagonally across from it. Repeat three or four times. Do the same with the remaining two holes (you’ll create an X), ending with your thread at the back of the fabric. Pass the needle up through the fabric (but not through the button) and wrap around the thread beneath the button three times. Then pass the needle to the back of the fabric, and make an ending knot.

 

[image: ]

running stitch Just as its name suggests, the running stitch zips along quickly. Pass the needle up from the back of your fabric, then go in and out of the fabric a few times. Gently pull the needle and thread through the fabric. Then repeat for the next stitches. At the end of your work, push the needle through to the back; make an ending knot.

 

[image: ]

cross-stitch First, stitch a row of evenly spaced parallel diagonal lines. Then stitch diagonally back over the first row, creating crosses as you go. When you can, insert the needle where Xs meet in the same holes. For the entire pattern, the bottom stitches on each X should all slant one way and the top stitches the other way.

 

[image: ]

backstitch The reason this is called the backstitch is that every new stitch starts in back of the thread. Pass the needle up from the back of your fabric, coming out at 1. Push the needle in at 2 and out at 3 of the fabric once, the same way you did for the running stitch (above). Pull the thread tight (you’ve just made your first stitch). Pass the needle down back near the end of the first stitch, and then up again a short distance in front of your thread. Repeat. Push the needle through to the back, and make an ending knot.

 

[image: ]

make a french knot Insert the needle from the back to the front of the fabric. Keeping the thread taut with one hand, use your other hand to wind it over the needle twice. Reinsert the tip of the needle into the fabric, as close as possible to where it first emerged. Before passing the needle through the fabric, pull the thread tight so that the knot is flush with the material. Pull the needle through the fabric, continuing to hold the thread tight until you have a 3- to 4-inch loop, then let go, and finish the knot. For larger knots, wrap more than two times.

 

CORN-HUSK DOLLS

Corn-husk dolls evoke an earlier time, of life on the prairie or deep in the big woods. They are simple to construct with only a few essential supplies: dried corn husks (sold at many international grocers, for making tamales), and felt, raffia, and yarn for details.

[image: various corn husk dolls]

CORN-HUSK DOLLS HOW-TO
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SUPPLIES:

• Dried corn husks

• Paper towels

• Thin twine

• Scissors

• Yarn or raffia

• Felt

• Fabric glue



STEPS:

[image: ]

 1. Soak husks in water 10 minutes; blot dry. Stack 4 or 6 husks (always an even number).


[image: ]

2. Using thin twine, tie husks together, about 1 inch from top.


[image: ]

3. Separate husks into equal portions (2 and 2, or 3 and 3), and fold halves down, covering twine.


[image: ]

4. Turn so twine is at top. Using thin twine, tie husks about 1 inch down, creating head.


[image: ]

5. Roll a single husk and tie at ends to make arms.


[image: ]

6. Position arms on doll: Place piece just below knot at neck, between equal portions of husks.


[image: ]

7. Tie waist just below arms. For female doll, trim husks to an even length.


[image: ]

8. For male doll, separate legs into equal portions. Tie at knees and ankles. Trim evenly.



tip

Fashion clothes from felt: Cut rectangles, and snip slits or Xs in center; slide over head, and secure around waist with a strip of felt or yarn. Glue on small felt buttons; use scissors to make fringe. To make hair, glue yarn or raffia to the heads. Cut hats from felt, then glue in place.



STACK AND PLAY

A few inexpensive, assemble-it-yourself nightstands offer hours of endless fun when you transform them into a marketplace: Outfit one with a sun shade and caddies to hold supplies, and fill a stacked pair with extra goodies to sell. Later, when the shopping is done, that stacked unit can double as a puppet theater.

[image: ]

MARKET HOW-TO
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SUPPLIES:

• 3 small wooden nightstands (ours are from IKEA and measure 20½ by 11¾ by 15¾ inches)

• Cup hooks

• Cutlery caddy

• 1⅜-inch lattice strips

• Screws

• Small nails

• Hammer

• Tacky tape

• 2 dowels (21 inches long by 5⁄16 inch wide)

• 1 yard fabric (for awning)

• Mending plates

• L-brackets



STEPS:

 1. Assemble nightstands according to manufacturer’s instructions, if necessary. Screw 2 cup hooks into sides of unit to hold caddy (don’t hang yet).


2. For awning, make two crosses for sides using 1⅜-inch lattice strips: Screw a 12-inch piece across a 47-inch piece 5 inches down from top. Secure to side of table with one screw near the floor, another an inch below tabletop. Repeat to make second cross. With small nails and a hammer, span crosses with a 21-inch piece of lattice.


3. Attach tacky tape along dowels. Stick ends of a 21-inch-by-18-inch piece of fabric to the dowels; drape over frame. Hang caddy.


4. For rear shelves, stack and attach 2 nightstands by screwing mending plates over the seams, front and back. (If desired, secure both assembled units to floor with L-brackets to keep from tipping.)


[image: ]

curtain call Once the market has closed, why not catch a show? Those stacked shelves in the back of the store easily become a puppet theater with a few quick tweaks: A removable tension rod holds a curtain, a Velcro strip on the reverse supports a backdrop, and a chalkboard, hung from a cup hook on the middle shelf, hides the staging area.

 

PUPPET THEATER HOW-TO
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SUPPLIES:

• Pair of stacked, attached nightstands (see Market How-To)

• 2 tea towels

• Fusible hem tape

• Iron

• Tension rod

• Adhesive Velcro

• Felt (we used 1 yard each of blue and green)

• Frame (ours is 20½ inches square)

• Chalkboard paint and paintbrush

• Cup hook

• L-brackets



STEPS:

 1. Make curtains from 2 tea towels: Make a channel for the rod, fold over edge, and Secure with fusible hem tape. Slide tension rod through curtains, and adjust for width of nightstand.


2. Stick adhesive-backed Velcro along the top edge of the back of unit. Cut a piece of blue felt to size of opening. Draw a hillside on a piece of green felt and Cut out. Attach to blue felt with fusible tape. Stick corresponding strip of Velcro along top.


3. Remove glass from frame. Paint backing with chalkboard paint. Screw a cup hook to underside of middle shelf, to hang frame.


TIN CAN TOYS

Connected together with bolts, washers, and nuts, empty cans come alive. Gather some clean ones in various shapes and sizes and then have an adult drill holes in them to get your project started. Your recycling bin just might hold the makings of a new best friend—a robot dog, cat, or mouse.

[image: ]

lap dog He’s so well behaved, you can take this canine friend for a walk without a leash. Make the can’s open end the tail end so you can hide the wing nuts that hold on its ears and body.

 

TIN CAN DOG HOW-TO

[image: tin can dog schematic]

to make a dog:

 1. For the legs: Glue wheels to casters; attach casters to large can with Velcro strips.


2. For the ears: Drill 2 holes, about 1½ inches apart, one-third of the way from the open end of the small can. Smooth edges with sanding paper. Affix a conduit strap at each hole using a bolt, a washer, and a wing nut, which is fastened inside the can. The bolts that secure the ears will be the eyes; Use a rubber washer over the aluminum one to give the dog a “spot” around one of the eyes.


3. Attach head to body: Drill a hole about ¾ inch from the closed end of the large can, and a corresponding hole in the side of the small can opposite the eyes, about 1 inch from the open end. Slip a dog tag onto a hose clamp and place clamp around a lint trap or scouring pad to create a neck with a collar. Attach the head to the body with a bolt and nut: Insert the bolt from inside the large can, through the lint trap, and into the small can; secure with the nut. Clip a ball chain to the clamp for a leash.


4. For the tail, attach a small metal door stop to the open end of the large can with 2 magnets, one inside and one outside. Use a flat magnet for the nose and a horseshoe magnet for the tongue.



tips


• A heavy-duty can opener will create smoother edges than an ordinary one.

• Using our diagrams as a guide, first mark cans with a black permanent marker where drilled holes will go.

• An adult should drill holes with a 13⁄64-inch bit.

• Extra-strong magnets work best for attaching metal decorations.






[image: tin can cat photo]

TIN CAN CAT HOW-TO

house cat There’s nothing finicky about this cute kitty; she’ll take whatever scraps you “feed” her. Attach all parts to the cat’s head before connecting it to the body. Ask an adult to do the drilling.

 

[image: tin can cat schematic]

to make a cat:

 1. Assemble head: For ears, drill 2 holes, about 2 inches apart, on side of can. Affix a corner brace to each hole with a bolt, washer, and nut, which is fastened inside can. For mouth, drill two holes, about 1½ inches apart, on bottom of can. Affix a sink strainer to each hole with a bolt and nut. Slip a hairclip around each bolt for the whiskers.


2. Drill hole in small can between strainers, and corresponding hole near narrow end of large can. Attach head to body with a long bolt, beveled rubber washer, and nut: insert bolt from inside small can at an angle into large can; secure with nut.



3. For tail, drill a hole near wide end of large can, in center. Attach a lamp finial to one end of a gooseneck; thread other end through a metal washer and drilled hole plus a rubber washer and metal washer on inside of can; secure with nut.


4. For paws, attach each of 4 bottle caps to the large can with 2 magnets: place 2 caps underneath the narrow end and the other 2 on the sides at the wider end. Attach colored magnets on small can for the eyes.



[image: pantry mouse]

TIN CAN MOUSE HOW-TO

pantry mouse Squeak, squeak! Looks like this mouse has found his tin-can cheese. Even little ones can build this cute critter, since no drilling is required.

 

[image: ]

to make a mouse:

 1. For the tail, tie one end of a length of picture wire in a knot, then push the other end through the bottom half of the tea strainer from the inside out.


[image: assembling the mouse]

2. Place a cork in the other half of the tea strainer as shown in the above diagram, and close strainer. Push 2 small map pins into holes of strainer and the cork for eyes; add a larger pin for the nose.


3. Use 2 magnets to attach metal washers for ears, placing 1 inside strainer and the other outside, between washers. For each paw, bend one end of a paper clip and insert through hole into cork.
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A snowy urban landscape, a fully equipped
auto body repair shop, a schoolhouse
where you can make all the rules: If you can
dream it up, you can build it.
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