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Preface


The following will be included in each devotional. If this is your first devotional in this series, please read. If you have other devotionals in this series, you may skip ahead to the introduction.
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A devotional is a tool that aids one in their time spent in religious duties. It derives its name from the word devotion, which is love, loyalty, and enthusiasm for a person, activity, or cause. In this case, one devotes time to drawing closer to God. James 4:8 (KJV) states: “Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. I write these devotionals to honor God, the One who has been a constant in my life. I write as well to leave a heritage for my children and for all who would take the time to read them. Thus, in a sense, the two greatest commandments are fulfilled as found in Matthew 22:36-40. By sharing the knowledge and wisdom God has graciously given me, I hope to encourage and impart to you something beneficial. Each devotion is thoughtful, meaning I have taken great care to show consideration for what God would have me write. Simply put, each devotion is intentional.

Throughout each devotion, I will attempt to encapsulate the meaning of the chapter and provide an application to our daily lives. I am not a theologian, nor do I have a degree in any area of the Bible. The knowledge and understanding of the Bible that I have come from God, many individuals who have imparted their knowledge and wisdom unto me, and through much self-study. I do not take the Bible lightly. It is a treasure to be held dear and is much needed in the times that we live in.

On a final note, some devotionals cover one book, and others multiple. A devotional covering the book of Obadiah would be ten to twelve pages. That is hardly productive, nor does it make sense. I have carefully constructed the series to contain twenty-four books. Some books will be difficult to cover, but I know God will aid me in my endeavors to provide meaningful content that helps you draw closer to Him. I thank you tremendously for your investment in my work. I am even more thankful that you are taking time to spend with God and to know Him more intimately. There is no greater friend than Jesus. Enjoy each devotional and may they be as Solomon wrote in Proverbs 15:23, “...a word spoken in due season - how good is it!”
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Introduction
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Exodus, the second book of the Bible, is the account of the redemption of God’s chosen people from slavery in Egypt. While Genesis has many central characters (Abraham, Jacob, Joseph, etc.), the book of Exodus shines its spotlight on Moses. He would be God’s chosen one to lead the people from Egypt to the Promised Land.

The story begins, and Israel is increasing abundantly. A new king arose, one who did not know Joseph. Fearful of the great number of Israelites and their potential to win a war, the new king enslaves them. He orders the midwives to kill any male children as well. Yet, the midwives feared God and did not do as commanded.

Moses is born, and when he could no longer be hidden, he was placed in an ark of bulrushes and put into the Nile River. When the daughter of Pharaoh came to wash herself, she finds the child and has her maid fetch the ark. Moses is then raised in the house of Pharaoh.

Moses grows up, and one day he notices an Egyptian hitting a Hebrew. Upset, Moses kills the Egyptian, thinking no one has seen him. The next day, two Hebrews were striving together. Moses inquires, and they ask if he would kill them as he did the Egyptian. Moses realizes what was done is known and flees to Midian.

One day, keeping the flock of Jethro, Moses notices a bush on fire and not being consumed. Out of the burning bush, God calls Moses. Moses says, “Who am I that I should bring the children of Israel out of Egypt?” God promises to be with him and tells Moses that when they inquire, tell them I AM has sent you. Moses argues with God, and God gives him signs to perform. When Moses says he is not eloquent of speech, God tells him to take Aaron to be the spokesperson. When all is done, Moses and Aaron head back to Egypt.

Moses speaks to Pharaoh and demands that he let the people go. Pharaoh’s heart is hardened, and he refuses. What follows is a series of plagues, one for each god of Egypt. Jehovah is proving that He alone is God and all the gods of Egypt are nothing. From the water turning to blood, to frogs and flies, and finally the death of the firstborn, God is supreme. Eventually, Pharaoh relents and tells Moses to take the people and go.

During the final plague, the death of the firstborn, Passover is instituted. The blood on the doorposts is a sign that the death angel will pass by that house. The Israelites are given strict instructions to ensure their safety. The feast of Passover would later be a continual festival as a reminder of God’s protection and of what He did in Egypt.

Moses and the Israelites leave Egypt and camp between Migdol and the Red Sea. Pharaoh is told that the people have fled, and he pursues them. He catches up, and the Israelites are scared. Immediately, they complain, convinced they are going to die. God commands Moses to hold his rod over the Red Sea. The Red Sea splits, and the Israelites cross over on dry ground. When Pharaoh pursues, Moses holds the rod up again, and the Red Sea closes. Pharaoh and his army are drowned.

The victory at the Red Sea leads to the Song of Moses and the Song of Miriam. From the Red Sea, they journeyed to the wilderness of Shur. Here, they found no water, and the Israelites complained yet again. God showed Moses a tree, which, when he cast it into the waters, they were made sweet. God provided for the Israelites again.

The journeys of Moses and the Israelites continue, as does the complaining. Tired of manna, they want meat, and God provides it to the point that it makes them sick. Thirsty for water, Moses strikes a rock, and water comes out. Then one day, Jethro, Moses’ father-in-law, visits. Moses is counseling people, and Jethro tells him that you will wear yourself out doing so. He suggests appointing capable men to handle the small matters and having Moses handle the bigger matters. His counsel is good and accepted.

In the third month, they come to the wilderness of Sinai. God speaks to Moses, who speaks to the Israelites. They will become a holy nation, a kingdom of priests. Moses tells the Israelites to sanctify themselves, for the LORD
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