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Further Reading: Sergeant at Arms

This is a new series and a spinoff of Winged Beasts.

Sergeant at Arms

Winged Beasts

Book 0

The males of the planet Draconis lose the planet that supplied their mates to a natural disaster. The females survive, but they have left and spread to the far reaches of the universe. Their eyes turn to Earth. Jarel is sent with five other males to find mates and test the compatibility of Earth females. Their results will determine if their Empire looks to Earth or elsewhere. 

Davy is trouble or at least she has trouble and danger following her. It's not her fault, it's all because of her ex-boyfriend who is a criminal and has sent killers after her. She meets Jarel who offers to protect her but she's a little suspicious where men are concerned. Should she trust him, or should she rely only on herself?

Dragons of Earth

Ranger was now a king. Once he hit the rank of general on his home planet, he had known eventually he would be king. But at that time, he had thought he would be a king at home. That just shows that life can change directions easily. He'd found his faded mate and he had no intention of leaving her behind and he knew at this point she was not ready to leave here so he would stay as well. She would be his.

Toni had thought at one time there was chemistry between her and her Ranger, but he ran hot and cool and had finally convinced her that it was all in her head. He was running hot right now, but that didn't really mean anything. She had accepted the offer to help them manage their country. It wasn't like she didn't owe them something because she did. They had saved her and her brother from being terrorized and trying to make it with very little money. Her brother was now going to college in the country she was headed to. They had also told her that she could go to college part time and eventually get her medical license. She would work on her life and try to get things straightened out and she wouldn't worry about Ranger because she knew he would be running cold before long.

Would they ever be able to get together? Could Ranger ever get a whole country under control? And with the rebels and the mob out to get them, could they keep their enemies from learning their lives.
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Prologue
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This was Earth. He was in Las Vegas, Nevada, Sin City and the things he had seen here just made him shake his head. It was easy enough to recruit females here but many of them he wasn't sure they really wanted. They had bought a primitive country and at some point, he needed to go there to begin working to make it a place someone would want to live. He had put it off for quite a while because of this female who lured him in. Toni was his and he had finally realized it.

Now the question was, what was he going to do about it? That was what all of those around him wondered. It seemed that Ranger was slow to get around to doing something and while Toni had probably decided that meant nothing was there, at least neither of them had dated anyone else. That meant that it was still possible for them to forge a relationship.

She had accepted a job as a manager, and he had put one of his men in places her boss. He heard some women wouldn't date their direct boss so he had made sure that wouldn't be a concern. Ranger would be going to Draconis their country on Earth. Toni would be going with him and his management group. That would give him a chance to spend time with her and get the work done that he needed to.

Right now, they were friends, but it wouldn't be long, and they would be lovers and then they would be mates. He sent Carler to give her the offer and explain she would be working for him as part of the management team that would be going to the country to get things organized. It was no surprise that she accepted the offer. Everyone had one week to get ready and then they would head out and stay there until the most important things were done’

Buildings were already going in and a hotel with a casino had already been completed. There was also an airport that was fairly sizable, and people had already been coming to gamble. They had limited the numbers since they had not had time to get everything at the casino fully organized.
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Chapter 1
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Headed to Draconis, Earth

The ship was orbiting above the planet waiting for them to load the shuttle so they could go. Everyone was packed and ready since they've been told a week ago. Toni looked excited since she had not had an opportunity to travel in a long time if ever. Ranger was happy to give her this opportunity and he was sure she would enjoy it. The country was in Africa but unfortunately it was landlocked. To have access to the ocean would have made this place perfect.

It was hard to believe that they had managed to buy a country, but they had agreed to deal fairly with the tribes in that country. There were a few but none of them claimed much land. Their intention was to take their village as a starting point and go out a certain distance in each direction. Enough land would be given to them that they would be able to see to their needs now and a little extra to allow for future growth. They would also place money aside for any current or future needs they might have.

His people were nothing, if not fair. They would also set large sections of land aside as parks. These would be selected based partly on any unusual landscape such as caves, lakes, or mountains. A couple of these parks might be used to run safaris on. To begin with, they would just be for photographs or videos. A few tracks would be set aside as private land where the dragons could fly. There was so much to do that it almost seemed as if it was too much to accomplish. He intended them to do it anyway.

Locals that needed jobs would be hired whenever possible. But he suspected that many of the positions they needed filled locals could not provide. Right now, many locals have been hired for the casino and to build all the buildings that were needed. This building phase would last for years and never entirely end. This country would be expected to make money. The emperor would give them enough time to get established before he had those expectations. The casino was already showing a profit.

There were so many possibilities which also meant there were many choices still to make. They had their boarding call, and everyone began to gather near the shuttles. When it appeared that everyone had made it, they began to load the shuttles. It was no surprise that Toni ended up on the same one that he did. They had even placed them in seats next to each other.

“Have you visited here before?” Toni's voice pulled him out of his musings.

“Of course. We had a lot of decisions to make, and we decided to try to bring our country into modern times.

“How hard will that be to do? What level are they at right now?”

“My guess would be somewhere in the 1800s, but we are already pulling it forward a little at a time.” Ranger guessed.

“It sounds like you think this will be a challenging job.”

“That is what I believe but it will be a worthwhile job.”

“Has anybody been given a specific job yet?” Toni wondered.

“I don't know. This project is not managed by me.”

“Who is managing the project?”

“That would be Carler. He wants to assess what level things are right now and what the next step will be. At that point, he will begin to assign managers to different areas based on their skills. I believe that he will probably put me in charge of one of the parks that we hope to develop. We want to do as little to them as possible, but they need to be fenced off and will want to get a veterinarian in to examine all the animals and a biologist to check out the plants. At that point he would see if anything else needs to be done.” Ranger explained.

“Designing and running a National Park sounds extremely exciting.”

“Maybe you’ll get to help me at some point.”

“I don't know. That will be for Carler to decide.” Toni admitted.

Ranger wished he didn't have so much to keep up with because he kept forgetting that Toni didn't realize that he was in charge of everything. When they mated, he would have to come clean and tell her the truth about everything. That would not be easy because he knew she would feel misled. Right now, they were headed down to the planet but since several people were on their shuttle that had no clue if they had gone into space since all the windows were darkened to where no one could tell.

It wouldn't be long, and they would be landing. Toni’s suite what's next to her brothers and she would want to see him right away. He had completed his first year in college here and she was so excited about that. Because of the college he previously finished, he was getting an associate degree. She had really appreciated that because if he got off track at least he would have a degree even if it wasn't the one he was going for.

His mate had been amazed that they had accepted all of his credits from the college he had completed elsewhere. Her brother had a part time job at the casino in the kitchen at the restaurant. Since he was attending college on a fully paid scholarship, the part time job gave him all the spending money he needed.

Ranger was aware that she felt that she owed them, and he didn't feel bad for using that to get her to come with them. He knew that this decision would be good for all of them. Since he had been a leader of males for many years, it was clear to him it's sometimes a little manipulation was a good thing. Earth women sometimes had a hard time making a decision, so he had simply helped her along. They had just landed at the airport. As he helped her off the shuttle, he looked at a very large and modern airport.

They wouldn't be going into the building because they had a bus waiting on them. There were actually two buses because they would hold all the people they had brought with them. These weren't just regular buses they were very luxurious. It was these buses that they would take when they were traveling to other parts of this country. Regardless of what project Toni ended up being on he planned to be on it too.

Ranger and Toni would load the bus first, but they would also be off first, and they would sit in the front. They would also have guards two each that would make sure they were protected especially since there was a rumor that the old mob guy who had still managed to avoid the law, planned to come to their country and look for Davy. Could anyone say obsessed?

That just goes to show but that he wasn't a smart as everyone thought he was. If he came here and he was caught he would be subject to the laws of another country, not the US. Maybe he would disappear and go into space and be lost at one of their prisons. That's why Ranger didn't believe he would come in person. He would send someone he considered expendable. Maybe he thought to kick up a fuss one his mail never made it back home. With all the wild animals in their new country it would be very easy to fake an attack.

There was not much that could be complained about if people thought an animal simply ate him. Ranger hoped the guy came in himself and their problems with his organization would be over. It wasn't like they didn't have enough problems beyond that. Some of the rebels had found their way to Earth. They claimed to hate this place and its people, yet they were living here, that made no sense at all. He suspected they might be trying to take over this country and subjugate the locals here.

Those rebels apparently didn't know anything. He had a force of humans with the best weapons available on Earth. His team of humans were well paid and happy. It was very unlikely any of them would let him down.

“That airport is amazing. Aren’t we going to have to go through the line?” Toni asked.

“No, we are VIPs. didn't you notice we didn't go through the airport in Las Vegas?”

“Yes, but I thought maybe you were considered an ambassador.”

“I am. And that helps me here too.”

“I've heard many people complaining about how hard it is to go through an airport, so I suppose that's a good thing. Why do you have so many armed males with us?” Toni asked.

“Ambassadors always have guards.”

“I suppose you're right. I have a lot to learn.”

“That's OK. You can learn it slowly.” Ranger suggested. “You look tired. When we get there, your brother will be waiting on you. Once you catch up with him a little bit, you should go to bed and get some rest. Your rooms will be right next to his. I have heard he's doing very well so that's one less worry for you. No one is going to do any work until tomorrow.”

“Thank you. Will we have a meeting in the morning to let us know what we'll be doing and what's going on?”

“I believe Carler will get in touch with everyone around breakfast time. It will probably be a breakfast meeting and I believe everyone will have a folder in their room that gives them the beginning information that they will need. You worry too much, everything here will be very informal to begin with. Anything that you do even eating a meal will give you information that may help us improve the business.”

“That makes sense in a way. Something may be revealed to us as we go about our daily business that needs correction that we might otherwise not be made aware of.” Toni observed.

“Exactly, just be sure to let someone know so they can do something about it.”

“I will. It’s time for me to go see David.”

Ranger nodded in acknowledgement and then hurried away. He had misled her once again. Since others in his management team were also human, they had been given four hours to clean up take a nap or do whatever it was they might need to do to prepare and then there would be a separate meeting tonight to begin discussing business. They did not fill out the folders yet, they had just begun. Once they had the meeting, folders would be made and then delivered to each of the staff.

It was his hope that Toni wouldn't notice and if she did, they would tell her they had gotten behind and that it would be delivered in the morning prior to breakfast. Ranger felt bad that he was lying to or so much, but he felt that it was necessary. She had a lot of pride, and she would let that interfere with their relationship. Once that relationship was developed, he didn't believe she would be able to break away. After all, he was a powerful and charming dragon, wasn't he?

He got on his phone. “Carler, is everything set-up for the meeting tonight?”

“It is, and the information should be on your nightstand.”

“Thank you. I will see you then.” He was sure that Carler was surprised because his approach was usually more hands on.

Right now, while he was trying to develop his relationship with Toni, they'd all find they were getting a chance to work on their own more and sink or swim. This would be hard because he planned to be around her as much as possible, but he wasn't in a position where he could instruct her. This would be good for him since he needed to learn how to back off a bit because he was going to be running the whole country and would still be trying to keep one eye on the resort in Las Vegas. The only way this would work was if he had competent people in the right positions and he trusted them enough not to be on the phone constantly.

It was a few hours later when he made his way to the conference room where everything had been set-up for their meeting. A buffet was set-up and a small bar. Everything looked really good, and managers were beginning to arrive. There were nameplates at each position so everyone would know where to sit. After giving them a small amount of time to eat, discussions would begin at the lowest level and work their way up. There were people who would also be dismissed in that order so that in the end those of the highest level could freely discuss things of a more secret nature. Only those that were dragons or knew about them would be there at the end.

Carler slipped into the seat next to him and since others were there, he slipped a piece of paper to his second which is what Carler was as far as the business went. Ranger had come to a decision on the job Toni would be assigned at least to begin with. Hopefully this position would please her as much as he thought it would please him. His second nodded showing he understood.

When the announced time of the meeting came, Carler got up and address them all. “It is time for us to get started and the first thing we will do is everyone can get their plates that has not already done so and get a drink. Until everyone is done with their food this is a good time to eat and introduce yourself to those that sit near you.” He sat down since he and all the people at the portion of the table that they were at already had their plates they had just not begun to eat yet.

Two of the bartenders came around starting with Ranger and working their way around the table to take drink orders. Others had already gotten up and gone to the bar in order to get their drinks directly. It was sad that Toni could not sit directly by him in future meetings, because she was a medium level manager. She would be close enough to them that she could hear their discussions and be addressed by any of them. Tonight, she would not be here so that would not be a problem.

He was however, concerned but others might share with her news of this meeting or even ask her why she had not been there. This lying was very hard to do because there was so much to keep up with that it was easy to forget something. He had no doubt that if she felt excluded, she would be one angry female. It was too late to change it so they would continue forward.

After everyone getting 30 minutes to eat, he called the meeting to order, and they began with the smaller details that needed to be initiated now. There were no surprises and they started with the lower management at the hotel and then moved through to the casino. There was a lot to do, and Carler explained to them that there would be another meeting for breakfast in the morning. Next, he dismissed hotel and casino lower level management.

Giving them a few moments to leave he then turned to those of lower level management everywhere else in the country. Once done with that they were dismissed, and things moved up to medium management. “At this level of management and higher you have a lot more responsibility and you need to examine the packages you will receive in the morning that tell what benefits those who work under your purview have. An important thing that needs to be understood is the benefits are there to be used. If one of our employees would benefit from something in that book, their attention needs to be brought to it.” Carler explain.

One of the managers raised their hand. “Aren't you concerned about the cost of giving out so many benefits?”
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