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Introduction

My love of College Football began in 1966.  As a 7 year old kid I remember watching the Notre Dame-Michigan State “Game of the Century”.  Next, I remember the 1967 USC-UCLA game and O.J. Simpson weaving through the UCLA defense for the winning touchdown with 6 minutes left in the game. I remember the 1968 Rose Bowl, Indiana vs USC.  Who was this Indiana team that went to the Rose Bowl over my beloved Minnesota Golden Gopher’s?  I attended my first college football game in 1971.  Michigan vs Minnesota at Memorial Stadium on the Campus of the University of Minnesota.  My Aunt Roberta took me.  I was hooked after that.  The Golden Gophers were defeated that day 35-7 by the Wolverines.  George Honza of the Golden Gophers scored the only touchdown that day on a pass from Craig Curry.  Ironically, I met Mr. Honza in January of 2017 while officiating a basketball game.  Growing up in a rural farming town (Alden) in southern Minnesota, as a youth I spent a lot of my Saturday’s in the fall watching ABC Sports College game of the week.  My first trophy game I attended was the 1971 Michigan-Minnesota Little Brown Jug game.  It wasn’t until the 1977 game that I finally saw my beloved Gophers get to run across the field and claim the Little Brown Jug.  Nothing like Trophy Games!!

This book is for all the College Football fans, casual or diehard, historians or those who just plain love the College game.  I hope everyone enjoys it.

Steve Fulton
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Chapter one – FBS (Division I)
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In this chapter, I will write about the Trophy games in Division I (FBS) of College Football.  Many of these games are rivalries as well.  Not all of them are what College Football fans would consider a rivalry; they just happen to play for a trophy.  I will include a few notable games in each series as well.  More for some of the longer rivalries, not so many in some of the series.  The games will be listed in order of earliest known start dates of when the trophies were first awarded.  I hope you enjoy.
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The Thompson Cup is between the Army West Point Black Knights of the United States Military Academy (USMA) at West Point, New York, and the Navy Midshipmen from the United States Naval Academy (USNA) at Annapolis, Maryland. The Black Knights (formerly the "Army Cadets" and "Army Black Knights") and Midshipmen each represent their service's oldest officer commissioning sources. As such, the game has come to embody the spirit of the inter service rivalry of the United States Armed Forces. The game marks the end of the college football regular season and the third and final game of the season's Commander-in-Chief's Trophy series, which also includes the Air Force Falcons of the United States Air Force Academy (USAFA) near Colorado Springs, Colorado.

The Army–Navy game is one of the most traditional and enduring rivalries in college football. It has been frequently attended by sitting U.S. presidents.  The game has been nationally televised each year since 1945 on either ABC, CBS or NBC. CBS has televised the game since 1996 and has the rights to the broadcast through 2018.  Instant replay made its American debut in the 1963 Army–Navy game.  Since 2009, the game has been held the Saturday following FBS conference championship weekend.  The game has been held in multiple locations, but outside the 1926 game in Chicago and 1983 game in Pasadena, California, it has been along the East Coast, most frequently in Philadelphia, followed by the New York City area and Baltimore. The series has been marked by several periods of domination by one team or the other, with Navy's 14-game winning streak from 2002 through 2015 being the longest for either side. 

Series history - Army and Navy first met on the football field on November 29, 1890. The series has been renewed annually since 1899, except for 1909, 1917, 1918 and 1929. It has been held at several locations throughout its history, including Baltimore and New York City, but has most frequently been played in Philadelphia, roughly equidistant from the two academies. Historically played on the Saturday after Thanksgiving (a date on which most other major college football teams end their regular seasons), the game is now played on the second Saturday in December and is traditionally the last game of the season for both teams and the last regular-season game played in College football. With the permanent expansion of the regular season to 12 games starting in 2006, several conference championship games joined the Army–Navy Game on its then-current date of the first weekend of December. In 2009, the game was moved from the first Saturday in December to the second Saturday; this means that it no longer conflicts with conference championship games and once again is the last non-bowl contest in college football.  This game has inter-service "bragging rights" at stake. For much of the first half of the 20th century, both Army and Navy were often national powers, and the game occasionally had national championship implications. However, as the level of play in college football improved nationally and became fueled by prospects of playing in the National Football League (NFL), the high academic entrance requirements, height and weight limits, and the five-year military commitment required has reduced the overall competitiveness of both academies. Since 1963, only the 1996, 2010, and 2016 games have seen both teams enter with winning records. Nonetheless, the game is considered a college football institution. It has aired nationally on radio since the late 1920s and has been nationally televised every year since 1945. The tradition associated with the game assures that it remains nationally broadcast to this day.  Arguably, one of the reasons this game has maintained its appeal is that the players are playing solely for the love of the game. Most players are required to fulfill a post-graduation active duty military commitment and, by the time this ends, many players are deemed too old to consider playing competitively again. Nevertheless, some participants in the Army–Navy Game have gone on to professional football careers. Quarterback Roger Staubach (Navy, 1965) went on to a Hall of Fame career with the Dallas Cowboys that included starting at quarterback in two Super Bowls including being named the Most Valuable Player of Super Bowl VI. Wide receiver and Return Specialist Phil McConkey (Navy, 1979) was a popular player on the New York Giants squad that won Super Bowl XXI. Running back Napoleon McCallum (Navy, 1985) was able to complete his commitment to the Navy and play for the then-Los Angeles Raiders in 1986. After satisfying his Navy commitment, he joined the Raiders full-time.  

The game is especially emotional for the seniors, called "first classmen" by both academies, since it is typically the last competitive regular season football game they will ever play (though they sometimes play in a subsequent bowl game). During wartime the game is even more emotional, as some seniors will make the ultimate sacrifice once they are deployed. Recognition of those who share the uniform and are deployed overseas is an important part of the day.  At the end of the game, both teams alma matres are played and sung. The winning team stands alongside the losing team and faces the losing academy's students; then the losing team accompanies the winning team, facing their students.  This is done in a show of mutual respect and solidarity. Since the winning team's alma mater is always played last, the phrase "to sing second" has become synonymous with winning the rivalry game.  The rivalry between Annapolis and West Point, while friendly, is intense. Even the mascots (the Navy Goat and Army Mule) have been known to play pranks on each other. The cadets live and breathe the phrase "Beat Navy!" while for midshipmen the opposite phrase, "Beat Army!" is ingrained. They have become a symbol of competitiveness, not just in the Army–Navy Game, but in the service of their country, and are often used at the close of (informal) letters by graduates of both academies. A long-standing tradition at the Army-Navy football game is to conduct a formal "prisoner exchange" as part of the pre-game activities. The prisoners are the cadets and midshipmen currently spending the semester studying at the sister academy. After the exchange, students have a brief reprieve to enjoy the game with their comrades.

The game is the last of three contests in the annual Commander-in-Chief's Trophy series, awarded to each season's winner of the triangular series between Army, Navy, and Air Force since 1972. In years when Navy and Army have each beaten Air Force before the Army-Navy Game (1972, 1977, 1978, 1996, 2005 & 2012) the Army-Navy game has also determined whether Army or Navy would win this trophy. In years when Air Force has split its two games, the Army-Navy game determines whether the trophy is shared or won outright by the winner of the game.  The rivalries Army and Navy have with Air Force are much less intense than the Army–Navy rivalry, primarily due to the relative youth of the USAFA, established in 1954, and the physical distance between the USAFA and the other two schools. The Army–Air Force and Navy–Air Force games are usually played at the academies' regular home fields, although on occasion they have been held at a neutral field.  Navy won 14 Army-Navy games in a row from 2002 to 2015, the longest winning streak in the history of the series.  On December 10, 2016, Army snapped its 14-game losing streak against Navy with a 21–17 victory.

Traditionally, the game is played in Philadelphia, due to the historic nature of the city and the fact that it is approximately halfway between West Point and Annapolis. Additionally, Philadelphia has always had a stadium large enough to accommodate the crowds. Philadelphia's John F. Kennedy Stadium (JFK) hosted the game from 1936 to 1979 (except for three years in World War II) – more than any other venue in the history of the series. It even hosted the game for several years after the 1971 construction of nearby Veterans Stadium, which finally became the game's host in 1980. The Pennsylvania Railroad and its successors offered game-day service to all Army–Navy games (except several during WWII) at John F. Kennedy Stadium, using a sprawling temporary station constructed each year on the railroad's nearby Greenwich freight yard. The service, with 40-odd trains serving as many as 30,000 attendees, was the single largest concentrated passenger rail movement in the country.  Franklin Field, on the campus of the University of Pennsylvania, hosted the game in the early twentieth century before it was moved to JFK. New York's Polo Grounds holds the record for most games hosted outside of Philadelphia, even though the last time it hosted one was 1925. The city of Baltimore has hosted several games throughout the history of the series as well, even though Baltimore is closer to Annapolis.  The Rose Bowl is the only site west of the Mississippi River to host the Army–Navy game; it did so in 1983. The city of Pasadena, California, paid for the travel expenses of all the students and supporters of both academies – 9,437 in all.  A substitute, however, for Bill XXII – the Navy mascot – and four rented Army mules were brought in.  The attendance was 81,000.  The game was held at the Rose Bowl that year because there are many military installations and servicemen and women, along with many retired military personnel, on the West Coast.  The game has been held one other time in a non-East Coast venue, at Chicago's Soldier Field, which played host to the 1926 game.

Currently the game is played primarily at Lincoln Financial Field in Philadelphia, the home of the Philadelphia Eagles. Since the 1980s, the game has been held roughly once every three or four years at a site other than Philadelphia. These sites have included Giants Stadium in East Rutherford, New Jersey (replaced in 2010 by MetLife Stadium, which has yet to host the game), M&T Bank Stadium in Baltimore and FedExField in Landover, Maryland. These are still considered neutral site games but provide locations that are closer to one academy or the other.

Historical facts of the Army-Navy game

The first Army-Navy game occurred in 1890 when Army Cadet Dennis Mahan Michie agreed to play the Naval Academy after the Midshipmen issued the challenge. The Army team was new, and the game was played at West Point with Navy blanking Army 24-0.  Three years later, Navy defeated Army at Annapolis and a post-game argument between a Navy rear admiral and an Army brigadier general almost ended in a duel. President Grover Cleveland called a cabinet meeting that resulted in the Secretary of the Navy and the Secretary of War declaring that each team was restricted from playing one another at home and may not play each other.  In fact, a Navy Midshipman wore what is regarded by many as the first ever football helmet the same game that almost resulted in a duel. His name was Joseph Mason Reeves, and he went on to become an admiral and a major lead of the Navy's aircraft carrier fleet. He had been advised by a Navy doctor that any further trauma to his head would result in "instant insanity" or even death. He asked a local shoemaker to make him a helmet out of leather and the football helmet was born.


  The Army and Navy have faced off a total of 116 times. To date, Navy has 60 wins, Army has 49. There have been seven ties.
  Cadets and midshipmen played the first Army-Navy football game Nov. 29, 1890 on "The Plain" at West Point. Navy had been playing organized football since 1879 and defeated the newly established Army team, 24-0.


  The 271 members of the Corps of Cadets each contributed 52 cents to pay half of the Navy's traveling costs for the 1890 game.


  Although today we know the game as an annual tradition (and it has been such since 1930), there have been 10 times when the Army-Navy game was not played. It's said that the longest interruption, which lasted from 1894 to 1898, came about after an argument between an Army general and a Navy admiral almost resulted in a duel following the 1893 game.  The game also wasn't played in 1909. That year, Army canceled its remaining games after Cadet Eugene Byrne died from an injury sustained in an October game against Harvard.  Twice during World War I, in 1917 and 1918, games were canceled on orders from the War Department. And in 1928 and 1929, the academies could not reconcile player eligibility standards.


  On Nov. 27, 1926, the game was held in Chicago for the formal dedication of Soldier Field in honor of the American servicemen who had fought in World War I.


  Going into both the 1944 and 1945 games, Army and Navy were ranked No. 1 and No. 2, respectively. Army won both games.


  The tradition of mules as mascots for Army dates to 1899, when a quartermaster officer decided the team needed a mascot to counter the Navy goat and chose a white mule used to pull an ice wagon.  However, the first "official" mule was a former U.S. Army pack mule named "Mr. Jackson" that arrived at West Point in 1936. Since Mr. Jackson, there have been 17 "official" Army mules.  "Buckshot," the only female of the bunch, arrived at West Point in 1964, a gift from the Air Force Academy. Today, three mules serve as Army mascots: Raider, Ranger II and General Scott.


  Instant replay made its American debut in the 1963 Army-Navy game.


  A 1973 episode of "M*A*S*H" referenced a fictional Army-Navy game that ended 42-36 Navy. To this day, no Army-Navy game has ended with that score. The radio announcer in the episode says the game is the 53rd Army-Navy game. That game was played in 1952; Navy won, 7-0. 


  The Rose Bowl is the only site west of the Mississippi River to host the Army-Navy game—it did so in 1983.  Only six Army-Navy games have been held on the campus of either academy. Two of those games were during World War II, one in 1942 and the other in 1943.


  New York's Polo Grounds holds the record for the most games hosted outside of Philadelphia, although the last game played there was in the 1920s.


  Following each game, players sing both teams' alma maters. The winning team joins the losing team and sings facing the losing team's students. Then the losing team joins the victors on their side of the field and sings the winner's alma mater to its students. This act is a show of mutual respect and solidarity.





Top Games in Army-Navy Rivalry

1926 Army vs Navy - Soldier’s Field - Chicago, Illinois {Army 21 Navy 21}

The Setting - The day before the game the visiting student bodies from the two academies were treated to a luncheon at Marshall Field's giant department store in downtown Chicago, after which the cadets and midshipmen staged a big parade south on Michigan Avenue as they marched to Soldier Field for the formal dedication ceremony. Meanwhile, there was also a full slate of luncheons and parties planned to entertain the service personnel throughout the weekend. Helping to fuel the already overheated college football fans of Chicago was the fact that the two teams were among the nation's elite for 1926—Navy coming in with a record of 9-0-0 and Army at 7-1-0, with only a narrow 7-0 defeat to Notre Dame marring the Cadets record. The Army team was slightly favored, and its powerhouse included such great players as Chris Cagle, "Lighthorse" Harry Wilson, Chuck Born, Gar Davidson, and Red Murrell; while Navy countered with standouts such as Tom Hamilton, Frank Wickhorst, Tom Eddy, and Whitey Lloyd.

Game Day - When time for the kickoff finally arrived on November 27, 1926—amidst concerns over the many counterfeit tickets which had been found in circulation—Soldier Field was jammed with approximately 110,000 fans, with thousands more standing atop every nearby building, water tower, and bridge that afforded any hopes of a glimpse of the action.  It was a cold day along the Chicago lakefront, and, except for the sun breaking through on one occasion, the game was played under a gray and heavily clouded sky. Snowbanks surrounded the field from an earlier storm that had required 300 men to work the entire night before the game shoveling off the seats of the stadium. Around the rim of the stadium were large American flags which rippled in the wintry breezes off Lake Michigan.
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[image: ]The Game - Army kicked off to open the game, and surprisingly, Coach Jones of the Cadets had a half dozen of his first string players on the sideline. After the teams exchanged punts, the offensive fireworks began. Starting from its 45 yard line, Navy began to mix an array of short passes with its running attack. After several plays moved the ball to Army's 34, Jim Schuber of Navy faked an end sweep but instead rifled a long pass that Hank Hardwick plucked out of the air at the eight yard line before being dragged down at the one. Two plays later Howard Caldwell blasted in for the touchdown, and Tom Hamilton's drop-kick made it 7-0, Navy. Again, the teams returned to an exchange of possessions although Navy clearly held the upper hand, and writer Walter Eckersall later declared that "the Middies appeared unbeatable in the first quarter." Late in the period Navy began a drive from its 43 yard line and, after a penalty set them back to the 32, Hamilton connected on a pass to Schuber that was good for 23 yards. After a couple more plays, Coach Jones rushed the rest of his Army first string into the game just before the quarter ended with the Middies at the Army 22. Several plays later Schuber blasted in from one yard out for the TD, and Hamilton's PAT made it 14-0. Later in the second quarter Army finally got its offense on track behind the hard running of Chris Cagle and Harry Wilson. Starting from their 37 yard line after a punt, the Cadets got rolling as Wilson broke off a dazzling change of pace run of 23 yards to the Navy 40. Two plays later Cagle swept around right end on a 21-yard gallop, and on the next snap Wilson slashed PAGE 11 through the left side of the line and sailed 17 yards to Army's first touchdown. Wilson's placekick made it 14-7. The next time Army had the ball it was unable to move, and so Red Murrell dropped back to his 20, from where he boomed a towering punt that came down to the Middies' Howard Ransford on the Navy 25. Attempting a running catch, Ransford fumbled the ball, and the bouncing pigskin caromed off the foot of Army's Skip Harbold and toward the Navy goal line. Catching up with the ball near the 15, Harbold picked it up and rumbled toward paydirt, and despite falling at the one, the weary cadet managed to squirm into the end zone for the touchdown. Wilson's PAT made it 14-14, and the wild first half soon ended.

The second half got underway as Army started from its 26 after Cagle's 20-yard run back of the kickoff. Several plays later Wilson swept around left end for a gain of 15 yards to the Navy 44, and on the next snap Cagle broke up the middle and dashed all the way for the touchdown that put Army ahead 21-14 after Wilson's PAT. Despite the stunning comeback by the Cadets, the Middies returned to the attack. Both high-powered offenses fought back and forth until late in the third quarter when Navy started from its 43 yard line after a punt. Slowly the Middies headed up the field as the action moved into the fourth quarter. Hamilton completed two key passes to Alan Shapley on the drive, and Ransford chipped in a critical gain of eight yards for a first down at Army's 15. The 12-play drive was capped off in sensational fashion when Shapley swept around right end on a fourth down and three play for an eight-yard touchdown run. With the entire stadium holding its breath, Hamilton calmly drop-kicked the extra point to tie it 21-21. With just over seven minutes left to play, the surrounding gloom and darkness had gathered to the point where it was increasingly difficult for fans and writers in the press box to distinguish the players on the field. Still, Army mounted one last attempt at the win, starting from its 27 yard line after the following kickoff. On the second play of the series Wilson broke through left tackle for a 28 yard dash into Navy territory, and then he and Murrell alternated in pounding the Middies' line. Finally, checked just inside the 20, Wilson dropped back to attempt a place-kick from the 26. The ball was spotted directly in front of the goal posts, but incredibly Wilson's kick sailed just wide. The final couple minutes were played in "almost total darkness," as the electric lights over the stadium's entrance tunnels and, on the Scoreboard, twinkled in the gloom. On the last play of the game Hamilton attempted a desperate pass for Navy, but the aerial was intercepted by (and here's where the darkness contributed to the confusion) either Wilson, Cagle, or Chuck Harding—depending on which game account you choose to accept. The runback was finally halted deep in Navy territory, and so the monumental battle ended in a 21-21 tie.
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1971 Army vs Navy - JFK Stadium - Philadelphia, Pennsylvania {Army 24 Navy 23}

{Military.com} In one of the most exciting Army-Navy finishes, the Cadets escaped with a one-point victory when Navy's last-minute fourth-down try for victory-a 7-yard pass from Fred Stuvek to Andy Pease-just trickled off the receiver's finger tips at the goal line. Trailing 24-21, Navy head coach Rick Forzano eschewed a chip shot field goal that would have given his team a hard-earned tie, just two plays after the officials disallowed an apparent go-ahead touchdown by the Mids. Army raced out to a 16-0 lead on a pair of touchdowns by Bob Hines and a Jim Barclay field goal. Stuvek brought Navy back with a pair of second-quarter touchdowns, then hit Steve Ogden with a 12-yard pass in the third stanza for a 21-16 advantage. Kingsley Fink tossed a 3-yard scoring pass to Ed Francis and connected with John Simar on the two-point conversion for what would be the game-winning points later in the fourth.

1977 Army vs Navy - JFK Stadium - Philadelphia, Pennsylvania {Army 17 Navy 14}

{Military.com} Army escaped with a bitterly fought upset victory after Navy disdained a potential game-tying field goal attempt with 1:07 to play, instead trying for the win. But when Joe Gattuso's option pass from the Army 9-yard line just flew over the outstretched hands of Phil McConkey on fourth down, the Cadets had clinched their first series win since 1972. Army had taken a 10-0 lead on a 1-yard touchdown dive by Leamon Hall and a John Castelli field goal. The Cadets still led 17-7 in the third quarter after a pass interference call set up Greg King's 1-yard touchdown plunge in the second quarter. Gattuso brought the Mids close with a 2-yard sweep in the third.

1989 Army vs Navy - Giants Stadium - East Rutherford, New Jersey {Navy 19 Army 17}

{Military.com} In the first Army-Navy game played in East Rutherford, N.J., Frank Schenk hit a 32-yard field goal with 11 seconds left, to give the Midshipmen a come-from-behind 19-17 win over the Cadets. Navy got on the scoreboard first when Alton Grizzard hit B.J. Mason with a 54-yard touchdown pass. However, a bad snap on the extra point left Navy with a 6-0 lead. Schenk added three points to that advantage with a 38-yard field goal midway through the first quarter. Army's efficient wishbone offense consumed most of the second quarter, as Cal Cass notched a pair of one-yard touchdown runs to give the Cadets a 14-9 lead at halftime. Rodney Purifoy's three-yard touchdown run midway through the third quarter, followed by Schenk's extra point, put Navy back ahead, 16-14. Yet, Army regained the lead with two minutes to go in the third quarter, when Keith Havenstrite nailed a 21-yard field goal. With 5:02 remaining in the game, Navy took over possession on its own 22-yard line. Grizzard and fullback Mike Burns led the Mids down the field, setting the stage for Schenk's game-winning kick.  Frank Schenk wasn’t exactly given the best name for someone who would become a college football kicker, but he put it in the back of his mind when the Midshipmen called upon him to beat Army.  Navy was trailing 17-16 when Alton Grizzard intentionally threw an incomplete pass to Jerry Dawson to stop the clock with 15 seconds remaining. After Army head coach Jim Young called a timeout with the “ice the kicker” strategy, Schenk stepped up and booted the 32-yard field goal through the uprights. After the kickoff, Army had seven seconds to make magic happen, but Bryan McWilliams’ pass to Sean Jordan was incomplete — leaving just one second on the clock. McWilliams pitched to Mike Mayweather for what would have been an option pass, but he was brought down in the backfield, and Schenk was a football hero.

1992 Army vs Navy - Veteran’s Stadium - Philadelphia, Pennsylvania {Army 25 Navy 24}

{Military.com} Patmon Malcom's career-best 49-yard field goal with 12 seconds remaining won it for Army after the Cadets had fallen behind by 17 points in the third quarter. The Mids, who entered the game at 1-9, raced to a 24-7 advantage only to see the Black Knights come roaring back with three straight scores. A 68-yard touchdown pass from Rick Roper to Gaylord Greene, the longest pass play ever in an Army-Navy contest, and the ensuing two-point conversion (off a fake kick) pulled Army within 24-22 with over seven minutes remaining. Following an exchange of punts, Navy was unable to move the ball and was forced to kick into a stiff wind again. Army took over at the Mids' 33-yard line. On fourth down, Malcom drilled a 44-yard field goal, but the Cadets were flagged for delay of game. His second kick from 49 yards was perfect, capping the greatest comeback in Army-Navy history and a dramatic 25-24 victory for the Cadets.
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1994 Army vs Navy - Veteran’s Stadium - Philadelphia, Pennsylvania {Army 22 Navy 20}

{Military.com} For the third straight year, the outcome of the Army-Navy game hinged on the swing of a leg. And for the third consecutive season, the Cadets came out on top, registering another dramatic win over their archrivals after senior Kurt Heiss nailed a career-best 52-yard field goal with 6:19 to play. A crowd of 65,308 witnessed Army's wishbone offense, which amassed 373 rushing yards on the day, wage war against Navy's air attack, which riddled the Cadets for 361 yards passing. All three Navy touchdowns came on plays of 27 yards or longer. Heiss' game-winner, the longest field goal in Army-Navy history, was his third three-pointer of the day. Following the kick, Navy took possession at its own 24 but fell in a big hole when Al Roberts sacked quarterback Jim Kubiak for an eight-yard loss. Faced with a fourth down deep in their own territory two plays later, the Mids elected to punt. They would never regain possession as Army's relentless ground attack methodically killed off the clock. Kubiak passed for an Army-Navy record 361 yards, completing 24 of 34 passes with two touchdowns. However, he was intercepted three times, including a critical pickoff by free safety Derek Klein at the Army 2-yard line early in the fourth quarter. The teams exploded for 24 first-quarter points, with Navy leading 14-10 at the break. Heiss' second field goal, from 35 yards out, preceded a 3-yard run by Kevin Vaughn that gave the Cadets a 19-14 lead in the third. But Kubiak hit tight end Kevin Hickman along the left sideline and Hickman rumbled 56 yards to paydirt, shedding several tacklers along the way. Navy's two-point conversion attempt was stuffed by linebacker Ben Kotwica. Quarterback Ronnie McAda rushed for 127 yards and fullback Joe Ross added 120. Vaughn finished with 92 yards rushing.

1998 Army vs Navy - Veteran’s Stadium - Philadelphia, Pennsylvania {Army 34 Navy 30}

{Military.com} Trailing entering the fourth quarter, Army combined trickery and an old-fashioned wishbone attack to rally for a 34-30 victory over Navy as the teams combined for the most points ever in 99 meetings of this fabled service-academy rivalry. Bobby Williams' 36-yard halfback option pass to backfield mate John Johnson preceded a 70-yard scoring burst by fullback Ty Amey as the Cadets put 15 points on the board in the final stanza. Eric Olsen's 26-yard insurance field goal with 47 seconds left provided the contest's final points. The win was Army's sixth against Navy in a seven-game span. Amey's decisive touchdown run capped a day of big plays for the Cadets, who enjoyed five scoring plays of 25 yards or longer, including touchdown runs of 69 yards by quarterback Joe Gerena and 71 yards by fullback Craig Stucker. Army rolled up a season-high 401 yards rushing to seal its third national rushing title in six years. Amey (134) and Stucker (106) each rushed for more than 100 yards from Army's fullback position. Despite the impressive offensive performances by both teams, the game was marred by what took place after Amey's score. A railing collapsed in the Army student section, sending nine Cadets (four West Point students and five military academy prep school students) tumbling 12 feet to the ground.

2000 Army vs Navy - PSINet Stadium - Baltimore, Maryland {Navy 30 Army 28}

Fifty-six years after they met here for the national championship, Army and Navy staggered in with a combined record of 1-19. In an exciting if error-filled contest, the Midshipmen — aided by two questionable calls by officials — withstood a furious rally by Army to win their first game of the season. Navy’s Brian Broadwater passed for one touchdown and ran for another before a then-record crowd of 70,685 at PSINet Stadium.

2011 Army vs Navy - FedEx Field - Landover, Maryland {Navy 27 Army 21}

{Associated Press} Playing his last game before he goes to SEAL training, Alexander Teich absolutely, positively, emphatically did not want to be known as a member of the Navy team that finally lost to Army.  The fullback was out there returning kickoffs, something he hadn't done all year. He was running over to the stands to fire up the Brigade of Midshipmen that took up a quarter of the lower bowl of the Washington Redskins stadium.  It took a bit more suspense than usual, but Teich and the Midshipmen made it a perfect 10 against the Black Knights, winning 27-21 Saturday in the 112th edition of one of the most passionate rivalries in sports.  With President Barack Obama presiding over the first Army-Navy game to be played in the vicinity of the nation's capital, the Mids (5-7) got a pair of touchdown runs from quarterback Kriss Proctor and one from Teich to win their 10th straight in the rivalry.  At least this one was close. Navy had won the other nine by at least a dozen points. The Mids needed a pair of fourth-quarter field goals from Jon Teague and a fourth-down stop in their own territory before those in the blue uniforms could start chanting "10 more years!"  It eased the sting—and then some—of Navy's disappointing season. The Mids had a streak of eight straight bowl appearances come to an end this year.  "Whatever it is—we're not playing in a bowl game, we are playing in a bowl game—to beat Army for a decade is unheard of," said Proctor, also a senior. "To do anything 10 straight times is hard to do."  Consolation will be harder to come by for Army, though at least Black Knights linebacker Andrew Rodriguez beat out a Navy player—guard John Dowd—among others to win the William V. Campbell Trophy as the nation's top senior scholar-athlete For Army's graduating class, the sting won't ever go away, even if they did finally make a game of it.

Obama, accompanied by Vice President Joe Biden, worked the Navy sidelines before the game, shaking hands and even getting a hug from the mascot—a goat wearing a Santa hat. The president performed a left-handed coin toss at midfield—Army won and elected to receive—then adhered to presidential tradition by spending a half on each side of the field. He switched from Navy to Army with an escorted walk on the 50-yard line from sideline to sideline in a formal halftime ceremony.  As always, the pageantry was breathtaking, starting with the Army Corps of Cadets' march onto the field three hours before kickoff. Then the Brigade of Midshipmen took their turn. Both sides taunted each other in good spirits—"Why so quiet?" was the Navy chant after the Mids took a 14-0 lead—and beach balls and even an inflatable snake were batted while slick scoreboard videos poked fun at one academy or the other.  But there were also stirring moments of tribute for the crowd of 80,789; both sides swayed and sang loudly when Lee Greenwood performed "God Bless the U.S.A." at halftime.  Proctor ran 32 times for 97 yards, and Teich carried 18 times for 93 yards. Navy ran for 296 yards and completed only one pass in the tussle between rush-heavy, triple-option teams.  And how did Teich do returning kickoffs? His 48-yard return to open the second half led to a touchdown.  But it was the mention of Teague that brought Coach Ken Niumatalolo to the brink of tears after the game. Navy's kicking game was an adventure all season, and the senior kicker had made only 8 of 13 entering the game. Raymond Maples and Malcolm Brown rushed for 82 yards apiece for Army (3-9), which finished the season with four straight losses and now trails the overall series 56-49-7. The Black Knights, who have the top rushing team in the nation, ran for 298 yards and completed only four passes.  Army had a chance to win in the fourth quarter, but Navy linebacker Matt Warrick read the triple option perfectly to stop quarterback Trent Steelman on fourth-and-7 at the Mids' 25 with 4:31 remaining.

2012 Army vs Navy - Lincoln Financial Field - Philadelphia, Pennsylvania {Navy 17 Army 13}

{Associated Press} Navy's decade of dominance over Army was 14 yards away from sinking.  Then the Black Knights botched a handoff with an overdue victory in sight and the Midshipmen pounced on the fumbled ball.  Tight games or blowouts, Navy has made a habit of beating Army. Keenan Reynolds helped Navy top Army for the 11th straight time, scoring the winning touchdown late in the fourth quarter in a 17-13 victory in the 113th rivalry game Saturday.  The Midshipmen can hook an anchor to the Commander-in-Chief's Trophy and bring it to Annapolis. Navy (8-4) and won the CIC trophy awarded to the team with the best record in games among the three service academies. Army and Navy each beat Air Force, putting the prestigious trophy up for grabs in the regular-season finale for the first time since 2005.  Army (2-10) hasn't hoisted the CIC trophy since 1996.  Unlike previous games over the last decade, the Black Knights were in this one until their final 70-yard drive. Army had driven to the 14 when QB Trent Steelman and fullback Larry Dixon fumbled on a sloppy exchange. Navy recovered and the Midshipmen on the sideline went wild and rushed the field.  In front of 69,607 fans and Vice President Joe Biden at Lincoln Financial Field, Navy caught a break when Army missed a late field goal attempt.  Reynolds quickly found Brandon Turner down the sideline for a 49-yard gain. Reynolds, named the game's MVP, then escaped a rush and followed with the 8-yard touchdown run with 4:41 left in the game.

The CIC trophy was coming back to the Naval Academy for a record 13th time after a two-year stint at Air Force. Before Navy started its 11-game winning streak, the longest one in the series, started in 1890, was only five games for either team.  The Midshipmen gathered at midfield and posed with the trophy while their classmates in the stands celebrated the win.  This one was the toughest victory yet during the streak. Late in the third, Army's James Kelly stripped the ball and linebacker Alex Meier recovered to give the Black Knights the ball at Navy's 37. Eric Osteen kicked a 21-yard field goal 10 plays later for a 13-10 lead.  Osteen, however, was wide left on a 37-yard attempt with 6:57 left in the game.  Navy made them pay on Reynolds' score. The Midshipmen now lead the series 57-49-7.  Navy not only won 10 straight, but pretty much dominated the Black Knights, winning games in 2007 and 2008 by a combined 74-3 score.  Navy's 27-21 win last season was the tightest margin since the winning streak started. Last year was just a start at nudging closer toward ending the winning streak.  After a scoreless first quarter, Army and Navy swapped rushing TDs in the second. Navy fullback Noah Copeland plowed straight up the middle for a 12-yard score. Steelman matched him with an 11-yarder for his program-tying 17th TD run of the season, then saluted the cadets after the score.  Carlton Jones had 17 rushing touchdowns in 2004.  Nick Sloan put Navy up 10-7 with a 31-yard field goal.  Then came the ugly—yet, so sweet—kick for Army that sent the game into halftime tied at 10. Navy twice tried to freeze Osteen with consecutive timeouts. They didn't work. There was a high snap, a line drive kick, a glance off the upright and—good! Osteen's 41-yarder as time expired had the cadets rocking the Linc.  The fun wouldn't last and it was just the latest loss for the Black Knights.

With cadets and midshipmen standing, bouncing and cheering on a gloomy day, it was clear how much the centuries-old rivalry means to both sides.  Biden handed off coin flipping duties to a referee before the game and made the traditional switch from the Navy side to the Army side at halftime. Team highlights were played to "Gonna Fly Now." Billed as "America's Game," the hours before kickoff were highlighted by the Army Corps of Cadets and the Brigade of Midshipmen march onto the field. The cadet glee club performed the national anthem.  Cadets even brought one of those oversized goofy cutouts of Biden's head to show off during the game.  There were reminders all around the Linc, full and with a festive vibe for a rare time this football season, that this was no ordinary game. Forget the kiss cam during timeouts. Purple Hearts and Distinguished Service Cross awards were presented.  Low clouds wiped out the parachute jumps.  The Midshipmen played with "Rafi" stickers on the back of their helmets as a salute to injured third-string quarterback Ralph Montalvo. Montalvo remained in a medically induced coma after he was critically injured in a car accident near his home on Thanksgiving night.  Montalvo was scheduled to travel to Philadelphia and dress for the Army-Navy game before the accident. The Naval Academy had shipped his game jersey to his parents, and it will be waiting for him.

2016 Army vs Navy - M&T Bank Stadium - Baltimore, Maryland {Army 21 Navy 17}

{Associated Press} The Army football team and its fans around the world can finally rejoice.  No longer will they have to listen to barbs from Navy or lament another missed opportunity in the biggest game of the year.  At long last, The Streak is over.  Army ended a 14-year run of frustration against the Midshipmen, using an overpowering running game and opportunistic defense to carve out a long overdue 21-17 victory Saturday.  With future commander in chief Donald Trump looking on, the Black Knights blew a 14-point lead before quarterback Ahmad Bradshaw scored on a 9-yard run with 6:42 left to give Army the win it had been waiting for since 2001.  The Black Knights' 14-game losing streak was the longest by either academy in a series that began in 1890. Army (7-5) now trails 60-50-7 in one of the nation's historic rivalries.  Navy (9-4) was coming off a physical 34-10 loss to Temple in the American Athletic Conference title game and had only one week to prepare for Army with a new quarterback, sophomore Zach Abey, who was making his first college start. Abey took over Will Worth, who broke his foot against Temple.  Abey ran for two touchdowns but passed for only 89 yards and was intercepted twice. Navy had four turnovers, three in the first half. This senior class at Navy has accounted for 37 wins, most ever at the Academy over a four-year period. But they'll never forget this defeat.  That was a mantra chanted by the Black Knights for the past 14 years. Not anymore. By halftime, Army led 14-0 and owned a 14-1 advantage in first downs.  After watching from the Navy side of the field before halftime, Trump visited the TV booth on the Army side in the third quarter. The interview with the president-elect coincided with a big shift in momentum.  Andy Davidson lost a fumble on the Black Knights' first possession of the second half and the Midshipmen recovered at the Army 32. A screen pass for 16 yards set up a 1-yard touchdown run by Abey to get Navy to 14-7.  Minutes later, the Midshipmen got a field goal after a replay overturned a lost fumble by Abey at the Army 11.  A 41-yard touchdown run by Abey gave Navy the lead with 12:42 remaining. But Army wasn't done.  The Black Knights put together a 12-play, 80-yard drive that lasted nearly seven minutes and ended with Bradshaw's TD.  Bradshaw went 2 for 4 for 35 yards and an interception in Army's first win in Baltimore since 1944.  Davidson ran for 87 yards and two first-half scores, and Kell Walker carried 16 times for 94 yards.  Some teams might fold after letting a two-touchdown lead vanish. Not Army.  

This was the final game in the broadcasting career of 76-year-old Verne Lundquist. He was cheered by the crowd during a live shot on the scoreboard.

​​
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The Territorial Cup rivalry, sometimes known as the Duel in the Desert.  Though not one of the longest football rivalries, the winner receives the Territorial Cup, created for the 1899 champion between schools in Arizona and which the NCAA has certified as the oldest rivalry trophy in college football.  While the Territorial Cup did not change hands as a regular part of the competition until 2001, the rivalry between the two schools continued after 1899, a semi-regular event until becoming an annual event from 1946 onwards.

Territorial Cup - In 1899, and continuously since 2001, each year's winner receives the Territorial Cup, a traveling trophy. The trophy was originally used in 1899 for the series that involved the teams' first ever meeting. As the Normal School won all three of its games, it was declared champion and awarded the trophy.  The cup's name refers to the fact that Arizona was a U.S. territory at the time; it became a state in 1912.  After the tournament the trophy's whereabouts were unknown until 1980 when it was rediscovered in the basement of a church adjacent to Arizona State's campus. The cup was put on display in the Alumni Association headquarters and then the University Archives.  It was later authenticated as the original cup by the NCAA, making it the oldest rivalry game trophy in college football.  In 2000, Arizona contacted Arizona State about displaying the cup on their campus. The following year, then ASU President Lattie Coor ordered that the Territorial Cup be shared as a traveling trophy, to be displayed by each year's winner. Coor and then UA President Peter Likins signed a protocol governing the cup's use and care. Each year the tradition is celebrated at a pre-game reception for boosters. A replica version was also made and is the trophy presented to the winner after the game.  The cup is silver plate over Britannia base metal and was manufactured by Reed and Barton of Taunton, Massachusetts. It was a standard style priced at $20 ($462.05 in 2010 dollars) in Reed and Barton's 1910 catalog. The inscription reads "Arizona Football League Championship 1899 Normal".

History - The rivalry dates to 1899, when the University of Arizona in Tucson played the Normal School of Arizona in Tempe – which later evolved into Arizona State University, as part of the Arizona Territorial Football League Championship. The championship was a four-way series that also included Phoenix Union High School and Phoenix Indian School. Arizona and the Normal School met on November 30, 1899 for a Thanksgiving Day match at Carrillo Gardens Field in Tucson. Contemporary newspaper stories indicate that this was the first game for the University squad, while the Normal team was comparatively more experienced and better trained. The event drew 300 enthusiastic fans and was followed by a post-game Thanksgiving celebration for both teams hosted by the University. The "Normals", as they were called, won the game 11-2; as they had previously defeated the other schools, they were declared champions and received the Territorial Cup.  The two teams played each other sporadically for the next decades and have played almost every year beginning in 1925 (when Arizona State became a four-year college). The rivalry became particularly heated in the late 1950s amid the political contention overturning Arizona State College into an official university, a change opposed by the University of Arizona and many of its alumni. In 1958, the year the measure was to be put to a statewide vote, Arizona State defeated Arizona 47–0. The blowout win was a major point of pride for Arizona State, which became a university later that year.  Another notably heated game came in 1968. The contest was expected to decide which team would go on to the Sun Bowl, but before the game, Arizona coach Darrell Mudra issued an ultimatum to the Sun Bowl committee that his team would not play in the bowl unless they were selected regardless of who won. The committee chose Arizona, who promptly lost to Arizona State 30–7 in what became known as the "Ultimatum Bowl"; Arizona proceeded to lose the 1968 Sun Bowl 34-10 to the Auburn Tigers. The events led to the creation of the Fiesta Bowl as a default bowl for Arizona State should they receive no other bids; it went on to become part of the highly lucrative Bowl Championship Series and is now part of the College Football Playoff system.  In the modern era of the game, it has often been played on the day after Thanksgiving. It has most recently been scheduled for the Saturday after Thanksgiving to accommodate network television coverage. Starting with the 2009-2010 school year, State Farm became the presenting sponsor for the State Farm Territorial Cup Series. 

Historical facts - Arizona-Arizona State rivalry

	In 1899 ASU was known as the Normal School of Arizona: it served high school students and graduates training to become teachers.

	The first territorial cup football game took place in 1899: The Normal School won.

	After that first win, the Normal School wouldn’t win the territorial cup for another 42 years!

	The Normal School of Arizona changed to Arizona State College and became a four-year university in 1952.

	One of the most heated territorial cup games took place in 1968, and it became known as the “Ultimatum Bowl.”

	1968 - The Ultimatum Bowl - The champion of the WAC (the conference to which both ASU and UA belonged in 1968) was yet to be determined, but Wildcat Coach Darrell Mudra wanted his team to be treated like a champion even before the 1968 Duel in the Desert.  The Sun Bowl was set to extend an invitation to the WAC champion that year, which was a big deal, as bowl games were much sparser in 1968. But before UA’s game vs. the Sun Devils, Mudra went to the Sun Bowl committee and gave it an ultimatum: Invite the Cats to the bowl before they played ASU, or they wouldn’t go at all – even though ASU still had a chance to surpass the Wildcats for the conference lead.  The committee caved, and the furious Sun Devils took out their frustrations on the field a few days later, blowing out Arizona 30-7 in Tucson.   And as fate would have it, due to a tiebreaker, neither ASU nor UA won the WAC that year – Wyoming did. But thanks to Mudra’s ultimatum, the Wildcats went on to the Sun Bowl – where they were trounced by Auburn, 34-10.

	The territorial cup trophy was lost for several decades and was finally discovered in 1980 in the basement of a church near Arizona State’s campus.

	The game is now known as the “Duel in the Desert” and is usually played the Friday after Thanksgiving.


Top Games in Arizona-Arizona State rivalry (Duel in the Desert)

1975 Arizona at Arizona State - Sun Devil Stadium - Tempe, Arizona {Arizona State 24 Arizona 21)

“The Catch” - The 1975 Territorial Cup game has been considered of the greatest games in this rivalry.  Arizona came into the game 9-1 and ranked #12 in the country.  Arizona State came into the game 10-0 and ranked #8 in the country.  Excitement and emotions were running high.  Sun Devil Stadium was sold out.  The Sun Devils trailed 14-3 when with 30 seconds left in the first half, Jefferson flew across the south end zone at Sun Devil Stadium to snag an 8-yard touchdown pass, immortalized as "The Catch."  Arizona still led 21-17 in the second half, but the only scoring in the fourth quarter was on Sproul's 1-yard run capping an 80-yard drive. Harris made a key late interception to help clinch a 24-21 victory, what up to then was considered the premier game in a rivalry dating to 1899, No. 8 Arizona State improving to 11-0, No. 12 Arizona ending at 9-2. Arizona would not get a bowl bid after the season.  Arizona State would go the Fiesta Bowl and beat Nebraska in one of the greatest Bowl games ever.  Arizona State would finish ranked #2 in the country in the final polls.  Sporting News ranked them as #1 in the country.
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1983 Arizona at Arizona State - Sun Devil Stadium - Tempe, Arizona {Arizona 17 Arizona State 15}

Max Zendejas became known as a Sun Devil killer during his four years in Tucson, and it all started in ’83.  UA took a 14-6 lead into halftime thanks to a touchdown pass from QB Tom Tunnicliffe to WR Vance Johnson. But the Devils took a late 15-14 with a TD toss from QB Todd Hons to tailback Mike Crawford, though the two-point conversion attempt failed.  Arizona State kicker Luis Zendejas set multiple NCAA kicking records that season and connected on three field goals against the Wildcats, but Max overshadowed his brother by hitting a 45-yard field goal as time expired to give Arizona its second straight win over the Devils. The loss dropped Coach Darryl Rogers and Arizona State to 6-4-1 on the season, while Smith’s Wildcats improved to 7-3-1.

1995 Arizona at Arizona State - Sun Devil Stadium - Tempe, Arizona {Arizona 31 Arizona State 28}

Quarterback Jake Plummer and the Sun Devils appeared to be on their way to avenging losses to the Wildcats in each of the previous two seasons. But trailing 28-14 in the fourth quarter, Arizona mounted a rally thanks to a touchdown pass from QB Dan White to WR Cary Taylor, followed by a sack and forced fumble of Plummer that resulted in an 8-yard return for a TD by defensive tackle Joe Salave’a.  The shell-shocked Sun Devils were unable to mount any offense the rest of the way, and White drove the Wildcats into position for kicker Jon Prasuhn to boot a 36-yard game-winner with less than 30 seconds to play in Tempe.  The win allowed the Wildcats to finish the season above .500 (6-5), as Dick Tomey improved to 6-2-1 against Arizona State as Arizona head coach.  Arizona State also finished the year 6-5, and Coach Bruce Snyder fell to 1-3 against the ‘Cats.

1998 Arizona State at Arizona - Arizona Stadium - Tucson, Arizona {Arizona 50 Arizona State 42}

Here’s everything you need to know about the highest-scoring game in Territorial Cup history: Sun Devil QB Ryan Kealy threw for 511 yards and four TDs — the third-highest passing yardage total in school history at the time — but it wasn’t enough against No. 7 Arizona in the ’98 Duel in Tucson.  In arguably the greatest individual performance in Duel in the Desert history, Wildcat RB Trung Canidate rushed for 288 yards on 18 carries and scored TDs on rushes of 80, 66 and 48 yards.  The ‘Cats and Devils combined for nearly 1,200 yards of total offense as Tomey’s team beat Arizona State for the fifth time in six games en route to a 12-1 record and a Holiday Bowl win over Nebraska. Snyder’s Sun Devils ended the season 5-6.

2010 Arizona State at Arizona - Arizona Stadium - Tucson, Arizona {Arizona State 30 Arizona 29}

There wasn’t a whole lot on the line other than state pride in 2010, but for Arizona State, it was a moment of redemption after a disappointing season with several close losses.  Trailing 20-14 at Arizona Stadium, Arizona QB Nick Foles connected with WR David Douglas for a 5-yard TD to pull the Wildcats even with less than a minute to play. But the extra-point attempt by Alex Zendejas, nephew of Max and Luis Zendejas, was blocked by ASU defensive lineman James Brooks, sending the game to the first and only overtime in Territorial Cup history.  Both teams traded field goals in the first overtime. In the second OT, RB Cameron Marshall’s 2-yard TD run put Arizona State ahead. Arizona responded on a Douglas TD run, but Zendejas’ PAT attempt was once again blocked by Brooks, allowing Coach Dennis Erickson and the Devils to escape Tucson with a win and a 6-6 season record.  The Wildcats finished the season 7-6, losing their final five games in Stoops’ last full season as Arizona head coach.
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The Stanford Axe is a trophy awarded to the winner of the annual Big Game, between the California Golden Bears and the Stanford Cardinal. The trophy consists of an axe-head mounted on a large wooden plaque, along with the scores of past Big Games.  The Stanford Axe was originally a standard 12-inch lumberman's axe. It made its first appearance on April 13, 1899 during a Stanford rally when yell leaders used it to decapitate a straw man dressed in blue and gold ribbons while chanting the Axe yell, which was based on The Frogs by Aristophanes.

The Axe made its second appearance two days later on April 15, 1899 at a Cal-Stanford baseball game played at 16th Street and Folsom in San Francisco. Led by Billy Erb, the Stanford yell leaders paraded the Axe and used it to chop up blue and gold ribbon after every good play by the Stanford team, while shouting the Axe yell. However, Stanford lost the game and the series, and the yell leaders debated if the Axe was a jinx and whether to dispose of it.  As Stanford students discussed the Axe's fate, a group of Cal students seized it and ran off with the Axe. It in turn was passed from student to student, and a chase ensued through the streets of San Francisco, first followed by Stanford students and fans, and second followed by the San Francisco police. During the chase, the Axe's handle broke off.  Cal student Clint Miller, who was wearing an overcoat so he could easily conceal the axe head, was the last to handle the Axe. As he reached the Ferry Building, he noticed the police inspecting the pockets of every boarding male passenger. As luck would have it, Miller encountered an old girlfriend, Agnes. Posing as a couple, the two successfully boarded the narrow gauge ferry to Alameda/Oakland (to avoid the police searching those buying tickets to Berkeley) and from there Miller took the Axe back to Berkeley where it was first stored in a fraternity (Chi Phi), and later in a bank vault. Two days later, Cal held its first Axe Rally.  For the next 31 years, the Axe stayed in Berkeley as a prize of conquest. In 1930, twenty-one Stanford students plotted to take back the Axe from Cal. This group became known in Stanford lore as the Immortal 21; Cal partisans call them the Immoral 21.  Cal's protection of the Axe at the time was intense—it was kept in a Berkeley bank vault and brought out, in an armored car, only for spring baseball and Big Game rallies. The Stanford group decided that their best chance would be right after the spring Axe rally, held that year on April 3 at Cal's Greek Theatre.  After the rally, four Stanford students posing as photographers temporarily blinded Norm Horner, the Grand Custodian of the Axe, with camera flashes. In the subsequent scuffle, the Stanford students grabbed the Axe while several others disguised as Cal students tossed a tear gas (or smoke, depending on






	Although this is the first time the Big Game has been played in October, the first one was held on March 19, 1892. It was the only “spring” Big Game in history.

	The teams played rugby for 10 straight games before switching back to football after Cal won 67-0 in an unofficial 1918 Big Game. That game was played just three weeks after World War I ended, with Stanford quickly reassembling a team for the first time since 1914.

	From 1920 through ’23, Cal’s so-called Wonder Teams outscored Stanford 117-7.

	There have been 24 shutouts: 14 by Cal, 11 by Stanford. Why doesn’t that add up? Because the teams played to a 0-0 tie in 1932.

	All five Big Games decided on the final play have occurred since 1972, and all of them were played in Berkeley.

	The longest pass completed by a Cal player in the Big Game was an 80-yarder to Paul Keckley in 1947 — thrown by running back and future American League MVP Jackie Jensen.












	Harmon squibbed the kickand Cal's Kevin Moen received the ball inside the Cal 45 near the left hash mark. After some ineffective scrambling, Moen lateraled the ball leftward to Richard Rodgers.

	Rodgers was very quickly surrounded, gaining only one yard before looking behind him for Dwight Garner, who caught the ball around the Cal 45.

	Garner ran straight ahead for five yards but was swallowed up by five Stanford players. While Garner was being tackled, however, he managed to pitch the ball back to Rodgers. It was at this moment, believing that Garner had been tackled and the game was over, that several Stanford players on the sideline and the entire Stanford band (which had been waiting behind the south end zone) ran onto the field in celebration.

	Rodgers dodged another Stanford player and took the ball to his right, toward the middle of the field, where at least four other Cal players were ready for the next pitch. Around the Stanford 45, Rodgers pitched the ball to Mariet Ford, who caught it in stride. Meanwhile, the Stanford band, all 144 members, had run out past the south end zone—the one the Cal players were trying to get to—and had advanced as far as twenty yards downfield. The scrum of players was moving towards them.

	Ford avoided a Stanford player and sprinted upfield while moving to the right of the right hash mark, and into the band, which was scattered all over the south end of the field. Around the Stanford 27, three Stanford players smothered Ford, but while falling forward he threw a blind lateral over his right shoulder.

	Moen caught it at about the 25and charged toward the end zone. One Stanford player missed him, and another could not catch him from behind. Moen ran through the scattering Stanford Band members for the touchdown, which he famously completed by running into unaware trombone player Gary Tyrrell.








	The national magazine Sports Illustrated, as part of a 12-page article that appeared the following fall ("The Anatomy of a Miracle," September 5, 1983), found no mistakes in officiating. Cal's only error was having four men in the restraining area before kickoff, an issue that did not result in a penalty. In the article, Garner said that his knee was parallel to the ground when he tossed the third lateral. Of the fifth lateral, SI determined that it was "clearly thrown backwards" and would have hit the 27 had Moen not caught it.

	ABC, as part of the show prepared for the award of "Pontiac's Ultimate High-Performance Play of the NCAA", analyzed the video of the fifth lateral from Ford to Moen and concluded that the ball traveled laterally along the 25-yard line, thus making it a legal action.

	In 2007, as part of the buildup to The Play's 25th anniversary, the Bay Area News Group asked Verle Sorgen, the Pac-10 Conference's supervisor of instant replay, to review the two disputed laterals according to modern NCAA instant replay review rules. (Sorgen was not asked to rule on the larger issue of the Stanford band's outside interference.) After watching enhanced footage on a modern, large-screen monitor, Sorgen opined that there was insufficient video evidence to overturn the third lateral, from Garner to Rodgers. However, Sorgen believed that the fifth lateral from Ford to Moen "was released at the 22 and touched at the 20-1/2. From that, it clearly appears forward." Asked for his "ultimate call", Sorgen replied, "I would be tempted to reverse it...then go out and get the motor running in my car.”
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